
— 

. DR, CULROSS, GLASG
OW + 

SERMON BY REV 

c Overcome evilwith good.”—R
om. xii. 2] 

No one can possibly be blind to the ex- 

istence and prevalengg of ev il in the worl
d. 

There has never been a golden age in w
hich 

evil has not been fobmd. You see the-ex- 

istence of it in every book of human 
his- 

tory—you see the existence of it in every 

work of man’s hand—you find it in your 

fellow men with® whom you have inter- 

course—you find it showing itself in 
your 

nearest and dearest friends, however w
 ill- 

ing you may be to overlook their faults. 

It ix impossible to shut our eyes to the ex- 

istence of evil. When we look w ithin we 

find evil there in our very hearts. It has 

struck its cancer roots so deeply, and has 

<0 intertwisted itself in our feelings and af- 

fections, that no education or culture will 

eradicate, and no force tear it up. Look 

abroad upon the world and sce the great 

ness of the problem. - 

How, then, is evil to be overcome? 

There it is, entering inte every human re- 

It is to this problem that I lat ionship. 
There ask your attention this afternoon. 

is a strong and subtle temy, tation to every 

one of us—there is a tendeney in good 

men, even in God's own children, to mecet 

evil, to encounter it with its own weapons, 

but it is imposxible in such a way to over 

For example: You have been 

suppose, and injured in some 

some friend— 

come it. 

wronged, 

way, by some neighbor or 

some one whose love and justice you have 

a right to count upon, shows dislike to 

you, stands in the way of your interests, 

misrepresents you, t talks behind your back 

and blackens your character, wounds your 

feelings by unbrotherly or unsisterly be- 

havionr—what a strong and subtle temp- 

tation there is to retaliate, to pay the per- 

«on back in his own coin, to do to him as 

he has done to you, to bring him down and 

have our revenge upon him. What a 

temptation there is to take such a course 

as that! Pride whispers you would be 

a coward, and mean and erayen hearted, 

if you would submit to such usage as you 

That is human. But 

you do not overcome evil that way. 

You smite it in the teeth, it 

with double force, but you are not the con 

queror. Instead of overcoming evil, you 

are yourself overcome by the evil. The 

wrong-doer has done you a double wrong. 

Ie had made the injury first and then he 

has made you act in an unchristian spirit, 

he has provoked you to retaliate, and in- 

stead of you overcoming the evil the evil 

have been exposed. 

m 

you smite 

has overcome you. 

But take a different case, not less com- 

mon. There is some one with whom you 

are thrown into intercourse, who has a 

great deal of influence over you.w He can 

annoy you and make yon very uncomfort- 

able. He shows bad temper to vou, 

speaks sharp, bitter words, that not only 

pierce you, but when they have pierced, 

you find that they are bad, and they stick 

in the place and rankle there. While he 

subjects you to. these sharp and bitter 

words, suppose you lose your temper. 

Suppose that you answer him back with a 

word still keener, still sharper, still more 

sarcastic than his. Suppose that you put 

the man down, have you overcome evil? 

No, but evil has overcome you, and has 

gained a double victory. Or, take another 

case. Suppose that in business dealings 

you are thrown in with men who are un- 

scrupulous and false, who take every ad- 

vantage of you they can by treachery and 

by sharp practices, and who seem to think 

that there isno sin in cheating, if only 

they ean make anything of it. Suppose 

you meet them by their. own weapons, 

suppose that you encounter sharp practice 

by a little sharper, that you meet the trick 

played upon you by one more clever. Sup- 

‘ 
« 

pose you do that; you have not ‘overcome 

evil; on the contrary, you are overburden: 

ed by the evil, dragged to the world’s level; 

and there are two wrongs where there was 

aly one before. 
1 could ‘multiply instances iy show 

that you cannot overcome evil by evil, 

The only way to overcome evil with gba is 

y 

God’s way, and that is what he teaches. | of rt 
pain G1 BON. as “soon as sin it iss 

Ffonly begotten Son, that w hosoever 
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tion 0 $ : 
L God. There, in Jesus, is a display. of infi-| e 

nite ragnanimity and graciousness. God 

so loved the “world that he gave his 

be- 

lieveth in hisp-shoyld not perish, but have 

everlasting life —the world that dighéd 

and *putned- his life: - Thatwas the Divine) 

way of overcoming evil. And the childr en 

of God can overcome evil in the same 

manner. The only weapon that you and 

I may use in encountering evil are such 

weapons as love, truth, righteousness and 

self-sacrifice. You remember that in - the 

parable of the tares, the householder sowed 

ood seed in the field and the enemy sowed 

tares, and by-and-by the servants found 

there was tares among the wheat and they 

proposed to root them out. The field is 

the world and the tares are the children of 

the wicked, and the proposal to root them | 

out is the proposal to persecute evil—to 

put it down by force, That, I believe, is 

the root of all persecution. That was the 
sceeret of all the religious persecutions that 

have taken place. Christ condemns and 

disallows persecution, and for you and me 
the only weapons allowed are truth and 

love. 

Just take the case of those who love 

their children most dearly, and in. whom 

vou sec evil. Take your children. You 

gee the root of evil in these little ones, 

winsome and loving as they are, in a thou- 

How are you to get the vie- 
tory over that evil? You won't get it. by 

scolding them, by being irritable, getting 
into a passion at them, sternly ordering 
them about, and continually = shouting 

“Don’t.” * You won't cure the evil-in that 

way; but by being good and doing that 
which is good—and that is -done by firm- 

ness; by truth, by loving- 
kindness, by self-denial, hy sclf-forgetful- 
ness, and self-saerifice—can you ever hope 

to win the victory. Or suppose that you 

were thrown into the society of selfish 
people, every one of whom looked upon 

you their prey, do not over- 

come that evil by being selfish. We must 

meet selfishness by unsclfishness—the, op- 

posite good of the evil we find. 

sand wave, 

ventleness, by 

as you 

In the biography of a good and gracious 
woman who lived a quarter of a century 

ago, there is a story interwoven which 1 

shall try and take out. This woman was 
one of a family of four or five, one sister 
and brothers ; and a young girl, a distant 
relative, about sixteen years of age, was 

bereft of both her parents and left desti- 

tute, and she came to live in the family I 
refer to. The young girl of sixteen had 

been brought up under Christian influences 

and had imbibed the spirit of the Saviour. 
When she came to this family she found 
them thoroughly worldly—the father, 

mother, and children thoroughly selfish. 
Going in amongst them she found it ex- 

ceedingly hard to get on. They were per- 
petually taking advantage of her, sneering 
and making game ‘of ler, but she ‘was 
never betray ol into this selfishness, and 
gradually—leading a simple, unselfish, 
Christian life—her influence began to tell, 
first on the younger members of the family 
and they soon began to be ashamed of 

their usage of her; and by and by every 
member came under her influence—felt 
that she was their friend, and the issue was 

that she won the whole family to Christ. 
Some one might say that all this is very 

unhappily, pitched too high. « The moral. 

tical life: The rule must be brought, dowa 

nearer toroun ‘ordinary life if it is to beany 
use. I answer that thought by saying that {- 

Christ taught—the overcoming of eviliw 
good. I have tried to bring out; simp 

Christian pepples* Overeome evil wit 
good.” ~ It belongs to every-da ¥ehifn, 
family’ Whig pF chy 
life. “Our'whale ‘lide, affords, roomy, 

oo oh i Where ave; 

it_out,, but| 
4 ler 

[shall go forth with it, and propagate a Di- 

| stood to. signify 

fine—the morality. of itis very fing, “ondyy: 

ty is superfine... It won't do in this, praé- 

the preachers don’t make ithe Jaw; + Thes. {wid 2 Success. 
Lord Jesus Chaist Juid down that law, This 
is the prineiple, the very principle which 

to 

evil with good “and that is “hist ‘makes 

heroes. And T believe there are heroes 

roundY about us still—grand, oble, saintly’ 

figures—if we had only eyes to behold 

them. Sometimes they are to be found in 

‘the ob] § and in every spher of “in- 

dustry...But-the saintly. heroes are those. 

that go out to cncounter the evil that . is 

in the world with God's good—plenty in 

their hearts, and kept living in their souls 
by his Holy Spirit, and that shows We 
room there is for you and for me to e¥er- 

cise the grand principle. 

THREE LITTLE SERMONS. 

The. Restoration of Peace. 

When onee we have learned to distin- 

cuish between the essentials of Christianity 

and accidental appendages, and between 

accidents of Christ's appointing and our 

devising, and to dread the affixing of our 

own devices to so sacred an institution ; 

when we have learned not only not to add 

devices of our own to that sacred frame, 

but mueh more not to presume to insert 
them into the order of essentials or neces- 

saries, and treat men as no Christians for 

wanting them; when the Gospel shall 

have its liberty to the furthest ends of 

the earth; when the regenerating Spirit 

vine and Godlke nature everywher 
men; when regeneration. shall be under- 

‘the communicating of 

such nature and such dispositions to men ; 
when the weight of such words comes to 

be appreciated, * Ie that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death;” when to be 

born of God ce: ses to signify with us 
ing proselytized to this or that church 

formed and distinguished by Tluman de- 

vice; when religious practices cease to 

serve political purposes; when the interest 

of a party ceases to weigh more with us 

than the whole Christian interest; when 

sincerity shall be considered the noblest 
embellishment ot Christian—then shall 

our peace flow like a viver—Jolkn Lowe, 

1697. 

among 

be- 

Hl 

Hast Thou God? 

Sanctification is so imperfect here below, 
our strongest faith so feeble, our brightest 

hopes so dim, our most fervent love so cold 
and selfish. our waywardnesses and incon- 

sistencies so many, that it is wonderful 
‘that God would dwell in such hearts. Yet, 

child of God, it is the sober, literal fact. 

What a difference it makes in our estimate 
of life and in our calenlation of human 
happitiess or sorrow, to take this into "ac- 
count.  Iére ‘is ‘the true standard of 

dignity and Tonor, here the true test of 
human nappiness. Hast thou, or hast 
thou not—God ¥ Hast thou God? Then 

thou drt riél' and noble. Poor, it may be, 
in this world’s goods low in station, unedu- 
cated in earthly learning, struggling for 
thy daily bread, and, like thy Master, a 
man of sorrows, yet if thou hast him bi 
thee, thou art high as the ang ls and ¢ 

“glorious as the heavens, Tlie Petty abides 
with thee, and thou, ‘like'a smiling land 
dost bask in the éverlasting sunshine of 
his 16ve. "Hast thou not'God ? + Then rich 
in worldy goods, high in station; clever and 

Aearned inhuman wisdom, possessed of all 

earthly goods, yet thou hast really nothing; 
| poor indeed, since in thy void and empty 
soul there dwells no. heavenly inhabitant. 
SAYER 1 erancen are cemparatiyely, 

last in i Dost thon, dwell in, God, and 
Gadyin # Hort anon Garest, 
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Y. among these people. 

faith of the last two, “ How’ puny, evento 

dna], 
2 (Rharosis ve point im capmRcsipn,, with 

| the sugeassoot; missions which, has often 

olerma Theve| is. part, of our, work 

: tha He should cease to 

ptomed to think there lias beer 
uy. unless, we ean 

ness of morn? 

the vast wif of curiosity Hac 

een awakened in many minds the? 

"he ean tell Mat are the deep..eon- 

| victions that have been impressed - upon 

many minds, which pride often conceals 

and which men are ingenious to smother? 

But these cony ictions will by and by break 

out in conv ersion to God. Ww e cannot tell 

I say, what secret infitiences are going on 

result of missionaries living and la-| 
The fact is] 

there is a great deal to be thankful to AL{ 

mighty God for which can never be scen 
in the society's report.” The secretaries 

cannot find figures and language to express 
it in the annual statements.— Canon Far- 

a 

s 

rar. 

Reading the Bible. 

~ Sir Robert Peel, for many of the latter 

years of his life, was in the invariable habit 

of every night reading the Bible or‘some 

religious book for rome time before retiring 
to rest. And the favorite book of the late 

Duke of Wellington, during the last twelve 
months of his life, was Baxter's Saints’ 

Rest. The dying ‘testimony of Webster | 4 

and Jackson arc well Knows. Wel has 

some once said, in view of the “expressed 

despicableness, are’ the sophisms of those 
little men who ¢harge faith in Christianity, 

with being weakness or hypocrisy, when 
Daniel Webster and Andrew Jackson bow- 
ed themselves to the. amnthority of the| 

Bible? If Daniel Webster be weak, what 

is strength ¥ If Andrew Jhckson was a 

hypocrite, what is honesty ? 

How to Conveft an Infidel. 
L — 

Do not try to disprove his error. | Pea- 

haps that error, heeause no error is wholly 

erroncous, is better for him than no faith at 

all. But make your truth live and convin, 
cing. Through every entrance force its life 

home on his life. Let him hear it in your 
voice, see it in your face, feel it in your 

life. Make it claim its true kinship with 
the truth that is lying somewhere in the 
midst of all his error. Would you go a 

hundred miles merely to make a Moham- 
medan disbelieve Mohammed? Who 

would not go half around the world to 

make him believe Christ rand know the 

richness of the Saviour Y— Philips Brooks 

Trust in God. 

To trust in. God when. our warehouses 

and bags are fully and our tables spread, is 
no hard thing ; but, to trust Him when our 

purses are empty, but a handful of meal 
and a cruse of oil left, and all the ways of 

relief stopped, herein lies: the wisdom of a 
Christian’s grace, Yet none are exempted 
from this duty , all are bound to acknow- 
ledge their trust in Him by the daily pray- 
er for daily bread ; even these that have it 
in their cupboards as well as those who 
want it : the richest prince as well as the 
meanest beggar. Whatever your wants 

are, want not faith, and you cannot want 
supplies.— Charnocly 

Really to feel God’s love to us, and our 

There is lavishness in all true love, which 
only those who truly love can understand. 

And when God loves us, His heart goes 

out towards us, and with His heart all that 

He can bestow. All‘the resources of His: 
power, all the counsels of His wisdom, all 
the preciousness of His promises, all the 
gifts of His Spirit, are at om disposal, if 

{only our hearts are. opéned to receive Shee! 
“liar the day of His power: To know land |" 
bélicie the love God hidth to ds=there in ld 

single sentence is the beginning of Christian 

love to Him, is the very highest blessed. 
ness of which the human soul is capable. 
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30 carboys Nu luriatic Acid; § 
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2 cases Blac rewing Smalts; 
1 case Fine Beaten Goldleaf; 
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1 case pure Citric Acid; 
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