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{From the Christian Helper] 

International Bible Lessons. 

Lesson IV. Japuary 26. 

THE BUILDERS INTERRUPTED,
 

Neh. iv, 7-18, 

GoLDEN TEXT. Neverthe 

unto ourGod, and set n
w atch 

night, bevause of theéem.—Neh. iv 

" Connection. 

King Artaxerxes having heard Nehemiah's 

request, (ch, ii. 5-8) gave him Teave of absence 

w for » set time,” and furnished him with 

letters to the keeper of the king's" fovest. and, to 

the governors beyond the river. He also sent 

an escort with him~—captains of the army and
 

horsemen. 

Nehemiah liberally with’ money for this expedi- 

tion. or else ‘Nehémidh must have had’ 
large 

possessions of; his own; for we read that, 

Velemiah not only did not accept the governor
’ f) 

lary but he provided daily for one hundred 

and tifty of. the people at his table, and that 

there were’ “frequent additions to ‘this number, 

Yel. v. 14418:" It was most likely the private 

fortune of Nehemiah that was taxed for this out- 

lay. After receiving his commission, Nehemiah 

nastened to Jerusalem, a distance of a thousand’ 

miies from Susa or Shushan, the Persian capital. 

This journey probably occupied four months 

(Ezra vii. 9: Tt grieved exceedingly the enemies 

of Jernsalem : that a.man of such consequence 

should come to seek her welfare, After estab- 

lishing himself at Jerusalem, Nehemiah began 

Lis work in earnest. It is pathetic to read of 

Lis sad and lonesome midnight rides about the 

dejected city, ashe went to: view the broken 

down walls and the gates consumed by fire, 

He did not however gather discouragement 

from the sight, but onlv felt the greater ardour 

for the task before him, He at once summoned 

the chief men of the city, and proposed his plans 

to them with so much evident faith in God and 

the means God had given them to perform the 

w otk; that they caught his ardour, and exclaim- 

ed, * Let us rise up snd build.’ And they 

went at the work with such energy and system 

that they finished it infifty-two days (Ch. vi. 15.) 

They were not unmolested in their work, 

Sanballat, and, his people. first contented them- 

selves with deriding the Jews, and Tobiah his 

servant, mockingly said that a fox would break 

down their stone wall. “This very witty remark’ 

may have eaused a laugh among thé enemies of! 

we made our prayer 
pit them day and 

the Jews, but like most of the sareasm hurled. 
against God's work in the world, it neither Jwrt 

or hindeyed the ‘object aimed at, and it proved 
thesfolly of the speaker. The work went “on 

“ for the people hind a mind to Work,” and when 

at last ** thie. wall was joinetl toggtlier unto’ the’ 

half thereof,” ‘Sanballatand the: rest. began to 
take active measures. : It isto the interruption, 

—a very brief ted by them, and to, 

Nehemialt's energetic ‘measures bla defenc ¢ that 
our ledsbn Va— 

Exposition. A » 8 

V. 7! a Sentiadioy pacha 
of Samaria, He "was a Moabite of Horonaim,, 

Tobiah is & Jewish : 5 wil He. was-servant, or, 
slave, of Sam He may i lr yene- 

gade Jew. These two, ge their hos 

failed, adopted a ‘different policy, poy cba he ‘to 
corrupt thie Jews by giving them their daughters 
in marriage, (Neh: xiii. 4 and 28.) For thisivile 
Tobiah, a chamber was even prepared in the 
courts of the Lord's house, 

grieved Nehem L sorely, and he © 
all the hows 

cast forth 

Joiada, who had married Sanballat’'s daughter. 

Arabians, probably. those settled. in. Samaria, 
Ammonites, . children of Ammon; Ash ites, 
Philistines from Azotus or Ashdod. All these 
people were subject to Persia, and could not, as 

nations, make war upon the Jews who were 
also Persian subjects. Sanballat may have had 
a guard composed of stragglers from these 
nations, Cand its attack upon Jerusalem may 
have seemed to the Persian court to be connect- 
ed with sg or quarrel; and Ahere- | hounding 
fore unworthy of 
V. 8. This motley ey Tad of ‘people had ‘no 

very dignified object in view. They came: not 

to avenge some wrong sone thei, not, to COREE |; 
LEY ly 0 hinder the, 

hinder. PAOD 

Either The ‘must’ have provided 

| at. least they did not venture upor 

These things | 

stuff of Tobiak ‘out ‘the |W 
chamber,” and ¢hased from’ him the son of |. 

THE 
to them by every tender tie that bound them, ) 

“fight for your bréthren, en sons, and your 

daughters, your wives, and, your houses.” 

v. 15. _ Every one unto hiswork. - Every man 

was again at his post, ‘with his implements of 

abot, and his Weapons beside him. ~ The work 

was again in steady progress, as it could not be, 

unless every man was at his post. 

V. 16. Half of my servants. ‘‘ Probably a 

special band of men attached to his person, 

either by the order of the king of Persia, or the 
people at Jerusalem. '—Croshy. Habergeons, old 

name for ceats of mail: *¢ Coats of mail were 

common im Assyria from the ninth century.— | 

Cook. 
V. 17. Evidently means that every man was 

both ‘a builder-and‘a soldier, not that each man 
actually’ ‘carried a weapon in one hand. This 

appears ' from: v. 18 whieh says, ““ Every man 

had his sword girded by. his side, and so builded.” 

The trumpeter stood by Nehemiah ready to 

sound the rally, as t 1e workers were scattered 

in ‘a large circuit. : 
‘When ull these arrangements were made the 

enemies of Jérusalemh seém to have withdrawn, 

hostilities. And so the Ww ork was completed. 

Med from first to ast was the very soul 

the undertaking, "planfing, admonishing, 

inspiring, organizing, setting an ex#mple’ ‘all ‘the 

time of - self-denial and zeal. So-absorbed was 

he: in his. mission that he did not change his 

raiment night or day, save only when cleanliness 

or ceremonial purification réquired it; and 

niany Were ‘wrought’ on by his “example to 

sintilar zeal ‘and self-sacrifice in® the work. 

“ Such was the nobler side of that! gallant 

undertaking in which were fulfilled the passion- 

ate longings eof the exiles throughout their 

whole stay in Babylon ‘that the walls of 

J erusalem should be Duiit. 2 Da-itanley. 

Practical. 
1. Seldom has a more discouraging enterprise 

been attempted; yet what difficulties could not 

be surmounted by the same means—constant, 

self-denying, zealous. labour, combined with 

calm, unwayering; prayerful trust in God. 

2. Expect opposition, when you begin any 

good thing. Prepare to meet it, for it will come 

as sure as the work isa good work and this is 

an evil world. 

3. Keep up heart as long as there is one pro- 

mise to cheer you, one foothold for hope; and 

encourage others in the good cause. Often all 

that is needed to insure success are a few bright, 

hopeful words, an’ example of ‘Bold faith, a 

contagious zeal. HY ii 

4. Let mbewiiblls we have chosen the Lord's 

side in every contest, and then if God is for us 

who can be against us? . 

5. We must not give, up the Lord's work to 

go searching for our ‘enemies, but be {prepared 

always: to: meet them.” Be clothed ‘with: the 

‘whole armoug of God: and then go calmly on 

‘with the work, humble or Wiehe that we have 

been YP, to do.. wi 

w! ! TORE On } 

Hi, a2 Nearer. 

Thin 3 is, my Bieter 5. 1 om. sisty-tw, 

It seems but a few days: as it were, since, 

1 was sixty-one. These Dixthday «—these 

mile-stones along, the journey of life—that 

mark ; my progress, onward, : are seemingly 

passed with an increasing. rapidity. It is | 
sometimes alarming to think how few must 

remain, and how, soon they will all be 

passed, and I shall be ushered into the 

world of the. unseen, and eternal, Se 

I sometimes am startled to think how 

soon I shall be amidst these great reali- 

ties of which I haye heard and read and 

thonght so much. Soon will they be pre- 

sent realities with ‘me—objects of sight 

and. no. longer objects of faith. I shall 

gave face to face on eternal scenes. And 
1 shall ay even a8 I am known, 

Aria And, 

Lshrink ba 
block the 
I Aeraplin, my sen) 

roo Mherinte. bringing 

if 1 phn] Parenged, as through 

hope I am, why. should 
REE hy. sho shonld I desire to 

gd pit wn nearer, to my. glorious Say- 
jour, They. are hasteniog my companion- | 
ship with holy angels and the spirits of |’ 
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Vogetine is sold b by all’ Druggists,| 

ebay wheels of tine? | 

L CHRISTIAN | VW ISHEOR. 

VEGETINE 
CAVILL CURE 

SCROF UL A, 
Scrofulous Humor. 

VEGETINE will eradicate from the system every 

taint of Serofula and Scrofulous Humor. In has per- 

manently cttred thousands in Boston and vieinity 

whe had been long and painful sufferers, 

Cancer. Cancerous Humor. 
The marvellous effect of VEGERINE in case of Cau- 

Fredericton Advertisements. | 

XMAS 78. 
Grand display of 

Toys and Faney Goods. | 

Handsome Lamps, Rie ‘h Bohemian China and Gliss- 

cer nnd Caneerous Humor challenges the most pro- ware, Aone” Stiver-plated Ware 

found attention of the medical “faculfy, many of 

whom are prescribing VEGETINE to their patie nts. ELEG A NT FURNITURE 

Canker. . 
Vv E GETINE has never fale Ll to cure the most in- 

flexible case of Canker. 

Mercurial Diseases. 
The ¥V FGETINE. meets. with nae rful success in 

the cure of this class of dideastes 

Pimples and Humors on the Face. 

J ames G. McNally’s, 
Corner Queen and York Sts, 

FREDERICTOIN. 

S.~What so suitable for a (hristhas Present as 

“some handsome and UsEFUL article tobe enjoyed 

all the year around, J. G. Me. 

bbs 

Reason should teach us that a blotchy, rough or 

pimpled skin depends entirely upon an internal 

cause; and no otitward applic ation can ever cure the 

defect: VEGETINE is the @réat blood purifier. 

Tumors, Ulcers or Old Sores 
Ate caused by an impure state of the blood. Cleanse 

the blood “thoroughly with VEGATINE, and 
these 

complaints will disappe x. 

Catarrh. 
For this complithut the only substantial benefit ean’ 

be obtained through the blood. VEGETINE is the 

great blood purifier. 

. Constipation. , 
VEGETINE (docs nat act as a catharic to debilitate 

the bowels, but eléanses all the organs, enabling 

eae oh to perform the functions devolving upon them. 

Piles. 
VEGETINE has restored: thousands to health who 

hav ¢ been long and painful sufferers. 

Dyspepsia. 
If VEGETINE is taken regurlarly, according to di- 

rections, aceertain and speedy cure will follow fts 

use. 

“ Faintness at the Stomach. 
VEGETINE 1s not a stimulating bitters whie h creates 

a fictitious appetite, but a gentle tonic, which as- 

sists nature to restore the stomach to a healthy 

action. 

SEY 

THOMAS ‘LOGAN, 
FREDERICTON. 

Drs Goods 
—AND— 

CARPETINGS. 
Our Stock is now complete in every department. 

PRICES 

New, and Seasonable Goods 

ALWAYS ON HAND. 

awl School. 

LOW, 

Opposi 

THOMAS LOCAN. 
juls 

A. 

Female Weakness. 
VEGETINE acts directly upon the causes of thesé 

complaints. * HK inyigorates and strengthens the 

whole system, acts upon the secretive organs an
d 

allays inflammation. 

General Debility. 

F.. RANDOLPH, 
Importer of and Dealer in} 

FLOUR CORNMEAL 

Iighis com platut the ar & ffects of ue VEGETINE 
—AND = 

are rea mediately er commoeneing to take 

it: as debility denotes the deficieney of the blood, PRO V ISTIOITS. 

and VEGETINE acts directly upon the blood. 

VEGETINE 
Trepyred by 

of R STEVENS, Basten, Mas. 

WEST INDIA GOODS. 

FREDERICTON NB 
Lo 3 

|Z. R.EVERETT. 
Yan me # Dauchy. |i Direct Importer and Dealer in 

my uf FOREICN AND DOMESTIC 
nA 

INSURANCE BLOCK” H ARDWARE! 

er 26 8 0d i Has just completed his stock off 

; NERAL AGENCY "HAYING T OOLS, 
consisting of 

5 Ro © 1K or Edge Tools; Clipper Scythes; None Such 

\ ; Scythes; Tip Top Seythes; Canadian Clipper Seythes; 

: Best India Steel he ythes; Patent American Sneaths; 

Best Americati Rakes; Hay ae in 2and3 prong; 

—— Fork Handles; Bush Se ythes; Scythe Stones; Grind 

At Towest rates Wholesale amt Retail. 

Z. R. EVERETT. 
Also on hand, and Agent nt for William Anson Wood 

imported Kay le Mowe o and the Wheeler and Melick 

NORTH BRITISH and MERCANTILE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 

OF EDINBURGH AND LONDON, 

ESTABLISHED IN 180). 

Stones. 

ROBERT MARSHALL, 

General Agent, Notary Public and Broker, 

OFFICES: COR. PRINCE WM, 8T, & MARKET SQUARE
 

ST. Joun, N. B. 

ital on Tent Age re Silom Dota and Three 

sine ‘ana itty Thousand Dollars Gopdidicd at 
awn 

FIRE BRANCH. 

Tatil In Twa Congr, 

PRESIDENT: — 

His Grace the Duke of Rexborough, K.T. 

CY CE-PRESIDENTS t— 

His Graee the Duke of Sutherland, CY 

Sir Joan § in 5 Throne. Bart, re NY EK.SF. 

Paid and Subscribed Ca vital, =e a ee $10,000.00 

RETR, us and rve Fund, 34 
p Yor ot Life Aamadies, — oe = = = 13,300.00 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

|] vets Compas y ths ihagres 8 a gafnst 1088 or dase b 
fold Furni arm I 

Merchandize Wo, ¥ enh on Stocks or n Rather, 
De Thor Insurable rty, on the most 
erms. This C spent also pays for damage done by 

a of gas aki g place within the building in- 

Hg ok, bam promptly without reference to the 

Bem)  14FE DEPARTMENT. 

OF LONDON, Established (883. 

Es Ew M.S COMPANY, 

Hartford Fire, VRE Bibicssih Cos 
iu MY 

- 
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5 { TT t 5%. NE June FEA hog sre alieuated to those 

hh if INDISPUTABILITY, Mase Banc, A pio iend been five years in existence it 

Hed gah ay p table and free from extra 

A Y Rh even if the he dcr should remove to an 

Hg oi lh a ! Lo A | ether time 

fa 1A 8 
3's JACK, 
ERAL AGENT. 
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foe a a ois, 
wid Ha G3 i For ue ty” (HIRE. 
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JOB PRINTING ! | 

JOB PRINTING! 

We would beg to state to our friends and the 

public generally that we have opened in 

connection with this paper a 

BOOK AND 

Job Office, 

And are now prepared to do all kinds of 

Plain and Fancv 

"RINTING / 

SUCH AS 

BILL HEADS, 

LETTER HEADS, 

NOTE HEADS, 

BUSINESS CARDS, 

MEMORANDUMS, 

BLANKLFORMS, 

PROGRAMMES, 

FOSTERS, 

win 

INVITATIONS, 

GATALOGUES, 

CIRCULARS, 

TAGS, 

BY-LAWS, 4G. 

S 

~ ov Visitor Office, 

85 Germain Sts 


