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Poetry, 

A hat is in Heaven? 

BY R¥V. EDWIN H, NEVIN, D.D. 

There is life, eternal life— 

Life with bliss and joy complete: 

There is peace unmixed with strife, 

Where true loves and friendships meet. 

There is youth without decay. 

Never changing with the years: 

There is everlasting day— - 

Dav undimmed by clouds ov tears. 

There is rest from toil and sin. 

Sweet and holy trust and Pest 

11 without and all within 

tranquilize 
1 1 " the breas 

There 

Gushin 

Is perfect music yung. 

o from the white-robed throng. 

Every heart and every tongue 

Joining in the rapturous song. 

There is worship pure and high. | 

Where the hearts and lips unite. | 

Saints and angels ever cry, 

“Holy! Holy!” day and night. 

There is Christ who’ once was slain, 

Shining with a matchless glow, 

Followed by his mighty train, 

Ransomed from the earth below. 

There is God, the sea of love— 

Soundless, shoreless, blessed sea— 

Filling all the hosts above 
With his own felicity. 

Che Yisitor's ¥ulpit. 

The Empty Seat. 

A SERMON WRITTEN BY ¢. H. SPURGEON, 

WHEN AWAY FROM HIS PEOPLE THROUGH 

ILLNERS, ~~ 
/ 

“David's place was empty.’ —Ist Samuel xx. 

27. 

It was quite right that David's place 

should be empty, because Saul sought to 

slay him, and he could not safely sit in the 

presence of an enemy who had twice before 

cast a javelin at him to “ smite him even to 

the wall with it.”  Self-preservation is a 

law of nature which we are bound to obey ; 

no man should needlessly expose himself 

to sudden death. It were well if many 2 

geat were absent for this reason ; for there 

are places exceedingly dangerous to the 

soul, from which men shquld rise and flee 

at once. Where Satan AN the head of 

the table no one should tarry. There 

tke seat of the scorner, of which the Psalm- 

ist spoke. God grant that those who oc- 

cupy it may leave in trembling haste. 

There is the settle of the drunkard, the 

chair of the presumptuous, and the bench 

of the sluggard, from each of which it were 

wisdom to depart. May the grace of God 

make such a change in all who have fre- 

quented the gatherings of the frivolous and 

the assemblies of the wicked that they may 

never be found in them again, but may be 

missed by their old companions, who shall 
ask, « Wherefore cometh the son, of (esse 
neither yesterday nor to-day ?” The jave- 
lin of temptation may soon destroy charac- 
er, prospects, and life itself, and he is 

guilty of the grossest folly who exposes 
himself to it by placing himself where the 
arch-enemy- finds favorable -opportunities 
to work his deadly will. 
At this time I shall use David's empty 

place for quite another purpose, and shall 
note first that in your assemblies at this 
time there are seats emptied by death. Be- 
fore I had left the shores of England for 
the space of two days I received the griev- 
ous intelligence that go out of the mem- 
bership of my chuyh had been called 
home in one day. Of a sister, the wife of 
a beloved deacon, it must be said—her 

place is empty ; and of a brother, who had 
been her friend and mine, the same ex- 

pression must be employed. Our sympa- 
thies must now flow forth to a: bereaved 
husband, and glso toa widow, in whose 

hearts there are places sorrgwfully emptied 
‘and in whose homes there will be an empt; 
chair and an empty couch, which ill 
iorce Sa spb maps OD of tears when- 
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Would we deprive them of the vision? 

May the thought of the bliss vf the 

parted yield solage to the surviving 

may divine consolation be richly given by 

the Holy Ghost in the hour of painful be- 

reavement. 

de- 

and 

Our places shall be empty soon, and we 

will be missed from our accustomed pews 

lin the house of prayer; let the seats which 

have been just vacated remind us of this, 

remembrance the 

| 
{ 
{ 
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and silently eall to our 

[precept, “Be ve also ready.” Use well 

vour places for hearing the gospel, for 

oatheffing at the communion table, and for 

“meeting for praver while yet the opportu-| 

ities remain to vou. for the time 1s short, | 

int cto be rendered. 
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Permit me also remind you that 

nong your assemblies there are seats 

mptied by sickness for awhile. You will 

not forget one place, the most conspicuous, 

which woud be empty were it not filled by 

“willing ministers who supply our lack of 

service. The providence which empties 

that place is so wige and good that, though 

we cannot understand its object, we are 

sure that they will work for good and the 

glory of God. May I ask that, often as I 

am missed, I may have a fresh interest in 

your prayers ; for these are a minister’s|m 

wealth, a pastor's portion. Many others 

of the Lord’s family are also sick, and de- 

tained at home. They sigh as they remem- 

ber the happy days when they went up to 

the house of God in company, and mingled 

in the solemn feasts of Zion; but for them 

there are now no more the thunders of our 

united shouts of praise, nor the deep 

Amens of our forms of prayer, and they 

env{the very swallows that build their 

nests under the eves of the sanctuary. 

Many of us have such afflicted ones in our 

own families, and God forbid that we 

should cease to sympathize with them in 

their deprivations. Yet long continuance 

of health may dry the founts of piety, and 

lead to the ‘orgetfulness of the sorrows of 

others; and therefore it is no superfluity 

to remind the healthy that there arc others 

far less favored, to whom it is the sharpest 

sorrow that their places at public worship 

are empty. Let us pray that a pertion 

may be sent to their homes, according to 

the old law of David, * as his part is that 

goeth down to the battle, so shall his part 

be that tarrieth by the stuff, they shall part 

alike.” Letus try to make this rule of bat- 

tle a matter of fact by carrying home to 

the Lord’s prisoners as much of the sermon 

as we can. Jacob did not go down at first 

to Egypt, for he was aged and infirm, but 

his sons brought back cora for him none 

the less. In telling the sick and bedridden 

the truths which we have heard our memo- 

ries will be refreshed. We are bound with 

those who are in bonds, and we sufter 

with the suffering, and therefore, if we are 

living members of our Lord’s mystical 

body, it is to us a matter of personal inter- 

est that David’s seat is empty. 

In every weli-ordered congregation thers 
are seats emptied by holy service. Many 
Christian professors appear to think that 
their entire religious duty begins and ends 
with attendance on the means of grace; 

no village station receives their ministry; 
no ragged school enjoys their presence, no 

street corner hears their voice, but their 

pew is filled with commendable constancy. 
We do not condemn such, yet show we unto 
them a more excellent way.. We know 
scores of brethren and sisters who come to 
one service on the Sabbath for spiritual 
food, and then spend the rest of the day 
in active service for their Lord. They are 
not so unwise as to leave their ‘own yine- 

yard untended by neglecting personal edi- 
fication, but when this is attended to they 
hear their Master's call and go forth into 
the great harvest and use the strength 
which their spiritual meal has given them. 
In this way they are even more benefited 
than if they were always feeding, for holy 
exercise helps their mental digestion, and 

food; in addition to which they have 
struck a blow at the spiritual selfishness 
hborsafomy Spit sajoy religious ; tariable. 

they all the more assimilate their sacred | 

pp the ways and. Ledges to compel 

‘wandet vers-to come in. Did he #tarve 

those Serves ? Assuredly mot. Yet he 

was not ¢ tent to invite them to the'table 

and leave tha&eutsiders to hunger and alr 

His servants found it to be their meat : and 

their drink to do the will of him that sent 

them, and to finish his Even so 

will believers reteive edification while they 

are seeking the good of others; like swal- 

lows that féed én the wing, they shall find 

heavenly meat as tlrey fly in the ways of 

The Holy Spirit delights to give 
licht 7 to those who are 

| diligently shining amid the darkness. 
I have 

<« who lacked! 

work. 

service. 
| . o 

| more + oil for the 

Yet let me add: warning here. 

known some vou 

{prudence and curried no 0 thing t 
1 

been encer to te and to do so they have! 

ceased learning dtiplied cnoacements | 

ve le ft them nn tinw their own 1n- | 

struction and t..y have left an edify 

ministry to ent: upon labor for whieh! 

| they are not qu: lied. Wisdom is profit- 

| able to direct. The most of Christians 

seats for a part of the] 

Word of God, 

need to fill thelr 

Sabbagh, to heur the 

very few can afford to spend the whole 

day seeking the good We 

grieve to meet with some who are absent 

from the Lord’s Table for months, because 

of their zealous occupations. This is pre- 

senting one duty to God stained with the 

blood of another. It"is the positive duty 

of every disciple to obey the Lords Som 

mand, “This do ye in remembrance of me,” 

and efforts which necessitate ncglect of 

the Divine precept must be curtailed. 

Often ought we to show his death till he 

come. School-teaching; street-preaching, 
sick-visiting and so forth, cannot be re- 

garded as a’ substitute for hearing the 

Word, and commemorating the death of 

the Redeemer. We must have time to sit 

at the Master’s feet with Mary, or soon, 

like Martha, we shall be cambered. N over- | 

theless, despite this word of caution, I am 

often glad to hear that « David's place was 

empty.” 

It is to be found that too easily we could 

find seats emptied for no good reason. 

Many ministers in many congregations are 
distressed by the irregular attendance of 

their hearers, A little rain, a slight indis- 
position, or some other frivolous excuse 
will keep many at home. A new preacher 
has come into the neighborhood and the 

rolling stones are moved in his direction 

for a season, to the grievious discourage. 

ment of tne pastor. This evil of irregular 

attendance is most manifest at week-day 
services ; there often enough David's seat 
is empty. No, not David's, for he longs to 
be even a door-keeper in the house of his 

God ; we mean the seat of Didymus, who 
was not with the apostles when Jesus 
came ; of Demas, who loved the present 
evil world 5 and Kd many a hearer who is 

not also a fiver Sf the Word. In many a 

congregation those who gagher at meetigs 
for prayer are shamefully few. - I"have no 
reason to complain of this as a fault among 
my own beloved people to any large ex- 
tent, and yet I cannot shut my eyes to the 
fact that there are some members of the 
church who would have to carry their 
memories a long way back to recollect 
what a prayer meeting is like, Little do 
they know what they have lost by their 
neglect. Ah, my friend, does that refer to 
you? Is David's place empty? Then 
mend your way and fill it. Of all soul re- 
freshing seasons I have often found. week- 

and 

of others. 

in a desert, those quiet periods amid the 
cares of the week wear a greenness peculiar 
to themsélves. Come and try whether 
your experience will not tally with mine. 
I believe you will find it good to be there. 
Children, it i is said, should be fed like chick- 
ens, “little and often ” and to my mind, 
short, lively services coming frequently, 

ths and week-days, are more re- 
freshing than hearing two or even three 
long sermons on one day of the week only, 
At any rate it is good for us to keep the 

a our brethren and not make them 
efore cometh not the son of 
yesterday or to-day?” 

ke the liberty of being very| 
‘the usual attendants at the 

00 1ar.i 

ing | | TO 

night services to be the best. Like oases |": 
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Ed eyek Tehold the King in his beauty ?{feast for his Sonde sent forth his servants | as ;” and if yoware._ men in Christ Jesus © RELIABLE 

you will get goodfout of them all, and will 

mot say, “ Our own blunt Cephas is away, 

and we cannot. hear any one else.” 1 be- 

stech yout to be very regular i in your attends 
nce. during my absence, lest those’ “who 

preach to youn should be discouraged, amd 

ourselves also. Above all keep up “the 

prayer meetings. Nelson said, « England 

expects every man to do his duty,” and at 

this time, which is emergency in our 

church history, T would say, the church 

expects every nic ‘mber to sustain all meet- 

ings, labors, and offerings with unflagging 

to keep up the 

an 

Ro and especially 

Practical Sewing Machine Makers’ and Repairer 

chine 

R Repair Shop 

CRAWFORD & BELL, 

pr ayer meetings. There, at any rate, let 

| it not be said of any one of vou, * David’s 

| plac e was empty.” 
| 

Universalism. ’ |] 

minister in Cambridge, Mass, ma 

complains 

to 

evangelical 

the New York Independent, 

| that Christian 

| Universalists 
The Independent, however, re- 

facts concerning the 

founders of Universalism which it deems 

| worthy of his consideration: “They estab- 
lished scores of organizations, which had 

very little Christian basis, and were held 

together chiefly by their hatred of the 
churches, to which notoriously flocked the 
crotchetty and the ungodly, who were toe 
crooked to work in the churches, or too 

unspiritual and godless to have any draw- 
ings to anything that called itself religious 
unless it denounced the current religion 

and preached immediate salvation for 
everybody. The lack of piety in these 
miscellaneous congregations, in whose 
households family worship was almost un- 
known, if oaths were not the most practiced 
form of prayer, resulted in the starving out 
of their ministers, and the moribund condi- 

tion of a very large part of the churches.” 

* * * * «The character of the doctrine 

| preached chiefly at first, which was imme- 
diate glory, and of the members who 
formed the churches of the new sect, 
naturally and with reason alienated utterly 
the American churches. They got an ex- 
aggerated prejudice not only against that 
current form of Universalism which taught 

of Judas that 

‘He by a cord outwent his Lord, 

And got to heaven first; 

and of the Canaanites that 

‘Gad saw those Pagans were too bad 
To hold the Promised Land; 

He therefore took the rascals up 

To dwell at his right hand.’ 

(to quote a popular lampoon of those days); 
but also against all other theories of restora- 
tionism or annihilationism which were 
invented to relieve the difficulty which is 
felt by those who say that the orthodox 
doctrine teaches that sin will be victorious 
in “its eternal conflict with God. The 
doctrine of Universalism bad chosen to go 
outside of the dominant churches and to 

antagonize them, and these churches 
antagonized it.”— Zion’s Advocate. 

fellowship is denied 
© - » 

by members of 

churches. 
| 
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CARDS Chromo, Lace &e., with post- 
paid 13 cents 2 oy. 

Hub, ta 16 GRO. 1. REED & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 

PARLOR SUITS. 

W. W. McFETERS, 

English footer and Canadian srk bo Doeskins 
and Black Broadeloths, &c 

CUSTOM WORK done at short notice by the best 
Workmen, in the latest English and fend Styles 

“Small’s Block,” 49 Dock Street, 
S 

und—1y SaintJohn, N. B 

THOMAS L.\HAY. 

Hides and Calf Shion 

letter | OFFICES : 

Watchmaker and Jeweller 

WATCHES, 

Which will be sold CHEAP. 

atl, Clocks, ad mi Re 

Sole Agents for 

THE LIGHT RUNNING ROYAL AND CANAD 

FAMILY SEWING MACHINES. : 

seb tion. le, he, fou o1f. inte of Sivilll) 
85 GERMAIN ARI (Up Stairs) ° : 

SAINT JOHN, N B ; 
an 14 6mog, f 

i 
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MONT, McDONALD 
ARRISTER AND ATTORNEY - AT ~ LAW 

1 

Solicitor, ete. ° 
‘ 
[ MAJOR’S BUILDING 

Near Chubb’s Corner, Prince Wm Street. 

JOFEIIT, IT. =. = 
wh. 

HAS OPENED AT 

To. 18 Dock Street, 
A FULL ASSORTMENT OF 

CLO CK§ 
ola 

JEWELRY, 

In a thorough manner | at reasons rates. 

No. 18 Dock Street. 

r~r =) code 

Continuance of Clad Sale. 

OUR NEW FALL AND WINTER STOCK MARKE 

A Large Range of MANTLE CLOTH 

10 $8.00. 
A CShotee. stock of FANCY KNITTED WooL GOODS 

GENTS FURNISHING AONB Seae, Nap 
Engl ish, x 

eed Suits, 
OVERCOATS ‘and U. 

tyles. 
A, B. SHERATO. j 

ape 

BARGAINS 

— 

FROM Ten te Twenty Per Cent. 

BELOW FORMER PRICES FOR CASH. 
\ » 

A Large Assortment of 

Fall and Winter Dress Goods, 
ewest Shades, from 12. to bbe. 

SPECIAL VALUE IN BLACK DRESS GOODS, 

In all the best makes. 

From 80c. to $3. 

N*% FALL and WINTER MANTLES and 

A large aasartueiat of WOOLEN SHA  WLS—Ex 
Value. Prices 

Fancy Coatings; 

PARTICULAR ATTENTION ie dis to wsf 

htast TON York and B oc, ’i 

Wetmore. Bros, 

ig; Ta 
novia 

and Barn in 

the other with nx 2 1o0m$. 
siapiz : 

OUSE “itll ali ‘rooms, Bath it Ber 
Blovator, Ww. w.0 7 Supplied with Gas, and W 

ss four, Also, Two Tenement Houses 


