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Life with bliss and joy complete:
There is peace unmixed with strife,
Where true loves and friendships meet.

There is youth without decay.
Never changing with the years:
There is everlasting day— -
Dav undimmed by clouds o tears.

There wt from toil and sm.
Sweet and holy trust and Pest
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Is perfect music yung.

o from the white-robed throng.

Every heart and every tongue

Joining in the raptuvous song.

There is worship pure and high. E
Whlere the hearts and lips unite. |
Saints and angels ever cry,
“ Holy! Holy!” day and night.
There is Christ who’once was slain,
Shining with a matchless glow,
Followed by his mighty train,
Ransomed from the earth below.
There is God, the sea of love—
Soundless, shoreless, blessed sea—

Filling all the hosts above
With his own felicity.

Ghe Yisitor's ¥ulpit.

The Empty Seat.

A SERMON WRITTEN BY ¢. H. SPURGEON,
WHEN AWAY FROM HIS PEOPLE THROUGH
ILLNERS,

-~
/

“David's place was empty. —Ist Samuel xx.

27.

It was quite right that David’s place
should be empty, because Saul sought to
slay him, and he could not safely sit in the
presence of an enemy who had twice before
cast a javelin at him to “ smite him even to
the wall with it.”  Self-preservation is a
law of nature which we are bound to obey ;
no man should needlessly expose himself
to sudden death. It were well if many 2
geat were absent for this reason ; for there
are places exceedingly dangerous to the
soul, from which men sh

i uld rise and flee
at once. Where Satan sh)t the head of

the table no one should tarry. There
tke seat of the scorner, of which the Psalm-
ist spoke. God grant that those who oc-
cupy it may leave in trembling haste.
There is the settle of the drunkard, the
chair of the presumptuous, and the bench
of the sluggard, from each of which it were
wisdom to depart. May the grace of God
make such a change in all who have fre-
quented the gatherings of the frivolous and
the assemblies of the wicked that they may
never be found in them again, but may be
missed by their old companions, who shall
ask, « W herefore cometh the son, of lJesse
meither yesterday nor to-day ?” ' The jave-
lin of temptation may soon dest,roy charac-
er, prospects, and life itself, and he is
guilty of the grossest folly who exposes
bimself to it by placing himself where the
arch-enemy- finds favorable -opportunities
to work his deadly will.

At this time I shall use David’s empty
place for quite another purpose, and shall
note first that in your assemblies at this
time there are seats emptied by death. Be-
fore T had left the shores of England for
the space of two days I received the griev-
ous intelligence that §%o out of the mem-
bership of my chuyh had been called
home in one day. Of a sister, the wife of
a beloved deacon, it must be said—her
place is empty ; and of a brother, who had
been her friend and mine, the same ex-
pression must be employed. Our sympa-
thies must now flow forth to a- bereaved
busband, and glso toa widow, in whose
hearts there are phoqooongwfally empﬁod
‘and in whose homes there will be an empt;
chair and an empty couch, which wé

iorce ﬁonMrayuriv‘m of tears when-
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Our places shall be empty soon, and we
will be missed from our accustomed - pews
|in the house of prayer; let the seats which
have been just vacated remind us of this,
and silently remembrance the

|
|
{

call to our

[precept, “Be ve also ready.”  Use well
vour places for hearing the gospel, for|
oatheffing at the communion table, and for

‘meeting for praver while yet the opportu-
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Permit me also remind you t
nong your assemblies  there are /seats
mptied by sickness for awhile.  You will

not forget one place, the most conspicuous,

which woud be empty were it not filled by
 willing ministers who supply our lack of

gervice. The }»10\'ideme which empties
that place is so wige and good that, though

' we cannot understand its object, we are

sure that they will work for good and the
glory of God. May I ask that, often as I
am missed, I may have a fresh interest in
your prayers ; for these are a minister’s|m
wealth, a pastor’s portion. Many others
of the Lord’s family are also sick, and de-
tained at home. They sigh as they remem-
ber the happy days when they went up to
the house of God in company, and mingled
in the solemn feasts of Zion; but for them
there are now no more the thunders of our
united shouts of praise, nor the deep
Amens of our forms of prayer, and they
env{the very swallows that build their
nests under the eves of the sanctuary.

Many of us have such afflicted ones in our
own families, and God forbid that we
should cease to sympathize with them in
their deprivations. Yet long continuance
of health may dry the founts of piety, and
lead to the ‘orgetfulness of the sorrows of
others; and therefore it is no superfluity
to remind the healthy that there arc others
far less favored, to whom it is the sharpest
sorrow that their places at public worship
are empty. Let us pray that a pertion
may be sent to their howmes, according to
the old law of David, ¢ as his part is that
goeth down to the battle, so shall his part
be that tarrieth by the stuff, they skall part
alike.” Letus try to make this rule of bat-
tle a matter of fact by carrying home to
the Lord’s prisoners as much of the sermon
as we can. Jacob did not go down at first
to Egypt, for he was aged and infirm, but
his sons brought back cora for him none
the less. In telling the sick and bedridden
the truths which we have heard our memo-
ries will Le refreshed. We are bound with
those who are in bonds, and we sufter
with the suffering, and therefore, if we are
living members of our Lord’s mystical
body, it is to us a matter of personal inter-
est that David’s seat is empty.

In every weli-ordered congregation thers
are seats emptied by holy service. ~Many
Christian professors appear to think that
their entire religious duty begins and ends
with attendance on the means of grace;
no village station receives their ministry;y
no ragged school enjoys their presence, no
street corner hears their voice, but their
pew is filled with commendable constancy.
W e do not condemn such, yet show we unto
them a more excellent way.. We know
scores of brethren and sisters who come to
one service on the Sabbath for spiritual
food, and then spend the rest of the day
in active service for their Lord. They are
not so unwise as to leave their 'own yine-
yard untended by neglecting personal edi-
fication, but when this is attended to they
hear their Master’s call and go forth into
the great harvest and use the strength
which their spiritual meal has given them.
In this way they are even more benefited
than if they were always feeding, for Loly
exercise helps their mental digestion, and

food; in addition to which they . hm
struck a blow at the spiritual selfishness
whwhmph;llﬂ udoy religious
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' their drink to do the will of him that sent

them, and to finish his work. Even so
will believers reteive edification while they
are seeking the good of others; like swal-

lows that féed én the wing, they shall find

| . o
| more * oil for the
| diligently shining

known some vou

| T } ] 3 3
prudence ana ¢ { vood thh

Betfore they hay Vel Carne

hat | they

Ineed to fill

theydlﬂa more assimilate their mred‘-

heavenly meat as tlrey fly in the ways of
The Holv Spirit delights to give

light ™ who are
s amid Ill(‘

serviece,
to those
darkness.

I have
« who lacked |

1
:‘,(:v . warl » },(] 3.

Yet let me

1

been encer to te .and to do so they have!

ceased learning dtiplied cnoacements |

wve le ft them 1+ “nwe  for their own In-|
struction and t ..y have left an edify

ministry to ent:+ upon lahor for whieh!

» not Qi itied Wisdom is profit-
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seats for a part of the]
Word of God,
alford to spend the whole
day seeking the good We
grieve to meet with some who are absent
from the Lord’s Table for months, because
of their zealous occupations. This is pre-
senting one duty to G%d stained with the
blood of another. It"is the positive duty
of every disciplc to obey the Lord’s com-
mand, “This do ye in remembrance of me,”
and efforts which necessitate ncglect of
the Divine precept must be curtailed.
Often ought we to show his death till he
come. School-teaching; street-preaching,
sick-visiting and so forth, cannot be re-
garded as a’ substitute for hearing the
Word, and commemorating the death of
the Redeemer. We must have time to sit
at the Master’s feet with Mary, or soon,
like Martha, we shall be cambered. N ever-
theless, despite this word of caution, I am
often glad to hear that ¢ David’s place was
empty.”

It is to be found that too easily we could
find seats empticd for no good reason.
Many ministers in many congregations are
distressed by the irregular attendance of
their hearers, A little rain, a slight indis-
position, or some other {rivolous excuse
will keep many at home. A new preacher
has come into the neighborhood and the
rolling stones are moved in his direction
for a season, to the grievious discourage-
ment of tne pastor. This evil of irregular
attendance is most manifest at week-day
services ; there often enough David’s seat
is empty. No, not David’s, for he longs to
be even a door-keeper in the hounse of his
God ; we mean the seat of Didymus, who
was not with the apostles when Jesus
came ; of Demas, who loved the present
evil world 5 and ot many a hearer who is
not also a doex St the Word. In many a
congregation those who gagher at meetigs
for prayer are shamefully few. - I"have no
reason to complain of this as a fault among
my own beloved people to any large ex-
tent, and yet I cannot shut my eyes to the
fact that there are some members of the
church who would have to carry their
memotries a long way back to recollect
what a prayer meeting i like, Little do
they know what they have lost by their
neglect. < Ah, my friend, does that refer to
you? Is David’s place empty? Then
lmend your way and fill it. Of all soul re-
freshing seasons I have often found. week-

and

of others.

in a desert, those quiet periods amid the
cares of the week wear a greenness peculiar
to themsélves. Come and try whether
your experience will not tally with mine.
I believe you will find it good to be there.
Chlldﬂ&t is said, should be fed like chick-
ens, “little and often ” and to my mind,

lhort, %‘}dy services coming frequently,
iths and week-days, are more re-
freshing than hearing two or even three
long sermons on one day of the week only,

be it is good for wus to keep the
 our brethren and not make them
efore cometh not the son of
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ourselves also.  Above all keep up “the
prayer meetings. Nelson said, « England
expects every man to do his duty,” and at
this time, which is emergency in our
church history, T would say, the church
expects every nic ‘mber to sustain all meet-
ings, labors, and offerings with unflagging
to keep up the

an

('ncrg_\'. and especially

px ayer meetings. There, at any rate, let
1 1t not be said of any one of vou, * David’s
p“u e was empty.”
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At

m Cambridae,

a Universalist
letter
complains
to
evangelical

M. Atwood, D.D.,

Mass,, in'a

(\l»: n‘:.
minister
the New York f//'j'./"’»’/-"/c/(,/s
| that  Christian
| Universalists

is denied

fellowship
f»_\'imvm‘i)u‘.\' of
' churches.  The Independent, however, re-
{minds him of a few the
| founders of Universalism which it deems
| worthy of his consideration: “They estab-
lished scores of organizations, which had
very little Christian basis, and were held
together chiefly by their hatred of the
churches, to which notoriously flocked the
crotchetty and the ungodly, who were toe
crooked to work in the churches, or too
unspiritual and godless to have any draw-
ings to anything that called itself religious
unless it denounced the current religion
and preached immediate salvation for
everybody. The lack of piety in these
miscellaneous congregations, in whose
households family worship was almost un-
known, if oaths were not the most practiced
form of prayer, resulted in the starving out
of their ministers, and the moribund condi-
tion of a very large part of the churches.”
* ¥ * * «The character of the doctrine
| preached chiefly at first, which was imme-
diate glory, and of the members who
formed the churches of the new sect,
naturally and with reason alienated utterly
the American churches. They got an ex-
aggerated prejudice not only against that
current form of Universalism which taught
of Judas that
‘He by a cord outwent his Lord,
And got to heaven first;’
and of the Canaanites that
‘@Gad saw those Pagans were too bad
To hold-the Promised Land ;

He therefore took the rascals up
To dwell at his right hand.’

(to quote a popular lampoon of those days);
but also against all other theories of restora-
tionism or annihilationism which were
invented to relieve the diffieulty which is
felt by those who say that the orthodox
doctrine teaches that sin will be vietorious
in -its eternal conflict with God. The
doctrine of Universalism had chosen to go
outside of the dominant churches and to
antagonize them, and these churches
antagonized it.”— Zion’s Advocate.
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