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Moral Character.

The busis of moral character must be
truth.  Error or evil received by the mind
will sooner or later make itself manifest in
acts.  Of this we haye a striking illustra-
tion in Germany fg its revolt from the
truer Kantian philosophy of 100 years ago,
and its rejection of the Evangelical doc-
trines of the Reformation. The result is
scen in the immoral life of the Germans of
the past generation, and the taint still
widespread though there has come a re-
treat toward a better philosophy and a
more evangelical religion. Truth in any-
thing is but a reflection of the mind of
(xod, and received tends to make us more
worthy of our divine origin.

It is frequently said it makes no matter
what 2 man believes so long as he does
what is right. This remark proceeds upon
the principle that there is no vital connec-
tion between belief and acts. This is a
fatal mistake. The man who believes in
God, in Salvation through Christ, and in
heaven and hell, is a different man from
the one who denies all these. The latter
has no safe anchorage, and to him the ap-
peals for rectitude of life can at best be
hut feeble.

It is now generally conceded that any
creed is preferable to none. In all creeds
there is an element of truth which blesses
man to the extent of its belief. The creed
according to the amount of truth it con-
tains gives stability and completeness to
the liuman soul. There is no more pitiable
sight in all the world than to see a man,
endowed by God with capabilities for an
endless happy life, denying the existence
of his Maker, the way of Salvation, and
the existence of anether world. He is but
the wreck of a man.

Strong family likenesses ia personal ap-
pearance may be traced for generations.
This is no less true in respect to moral
characteristics. France through the sup-
erstitions of Roman Catholicism lost faith
in religion, and is slow in gaining it. Men
incur a fearful responsibility in embracing
false opinions for they not only injure
themselves but pass on the taint, and the
harvest is greater than the sowing. We
for the truth as
hidden treasure, and finding it let it
shine out in our lives, for action is printed
thought, and truth enacted is most legible,
beautiful and weighty.

need to search diligently
for

—

Editorial Notes.

We issue
this week,

the Visrror oue day earlier
1S we are moving into oar new
quarters, 99 Germain St.. We are putting
In a steam engine to drive the presses and
hope for a generous share of job work.
We shall also have a general Book Store
on the tirst floor and shall make a specialty
of supplying everything needed in day and
Sunday-schools. - Friends from the coun-

glory of the Kingddm of God a Baptist
chapel was better than a decorated cathed-
ral, whether it be Pagan, Papal, or Angli-

can,

Rev. Isaiah Wallace reached this city by
last Monday’s boat, and attended a meet-
ing of the N. B. Raptist Home Mission
Board on Thursday evening. He spent
the remainder of the week in looking after
the missionary wanty of several stations
around the city, and gn the Sabbath morn
ing preached to a good congregation at
Spur’s Cove ; in the afternoon he baptized
at Portland, and preached there in the
evening for brother Goodwin and gave the
hand of fellowship to seven persons, and
at 8 o’clock preached at the Mission station
at Portland Bridge.

Our brother is advised by the Board to
begin his work in the country, in Albert
and Westmorland Counties, and will
probably visit our mission stations in the
Northern sections of the Province at an
early date. He informs us that he had
baptized for five Sabbaths in succession
before leaving Nova Scotia, and has added
to the 2nd Horton Baptist Church during
the winter 44 by baptism and 5 by letter.
He erfters upon a very important mission
in this Province and and we trust he will
meet with the hearty-and generous co-opc-
ration of the churches. \

We hope to hear from him often in re-
gard to his progress.

Short Bible Studies.

No. 1.

The word of of God has a wonderous
wealth of meaning. We may read it over
and over again, and the last reading, to the
devout and thoughtful mind, will bring out
some fresh treasure from the exhaustless
storehouse. This is especially true when
we study the revelation in the words that
inspired men used. Truth is many sided,
and seen at different angles is differently
described. This fact is often breught out
in the inspired words, and hidden in .our
translation. Many instances of this will
suggest themselves. Take forexample the
“ First great commandment,” as recorded
by Matthew and Mark. The former (xxii.
37) has it, * Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God in (Greek ¢n) all thy heart, and ¢7 all
thy soul, and in all thy mind.” The latter
xii. 3V). * Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God out of (Greek ex) all thy heart, etc.”
These two prepositions “in” and “out of”
are opposites and yet they are used by in-
spired men in recording our Lord’s first
great commandment. There is not only
no contradiction in the use of these two
opposite words, but there is a fuller mean-
ing conveyed by them worthy of our no-
tice. Matthew by his word represents the
love as abiding in the heart etc. Mark, by
the word he cmploy s, represents the love
as manifested by the heart, etc. We are

him as a settled state of life and also in ac-
tive obedience. - ' Weémust love God in the

try are especially invited to-come in and |
see_usin our new home. ’
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Edward Masson, M.A., translator of |
Winer’s “Grammar of the New Testament
Diction,” and formerly Professor in the
University of Athens, says: ¢ The rite of
baptism, aceording to the Greeks always
comprehended Aatadusis and anadusis,
the one representing death and the other
resurrection.”  Baptists hold to a seriptur-
ol haptism because it symbolizes the vital
trutis of Christianity. On the approach
ing Queen’s Birthday we will give more
honor to a couple of yards of common
bunting, in the form of a Union Jack, than
to many yards of the richest silk, because
the flag is the symbol of our nation’s worth
and prowess. We hold to the immersion
of believers, because, only in this baptism
have we any adequate setting forth of the
fundamental truths of death by sin, and
resurrection through Christ.

A writer from Burma, inthe Dail
News (London), says of Havelock : e
had ap eye, in an architectural sense, only
for a barrack or a Baptist chapel.” The
editor of the Baptist' Magazine pertinent-
ly retorts thus:- At first ‘glance it ap-
peared to us that this last clause was t00/
bad. 'We have no sympathy with throw-
ing stones at a lion’s sepulchre. But on a
~ #econd thought it takes the form of a grand
compliment. This stern old successor of

the Ironsides saw that the battles of this ‘

heart and out of the heart. We must show
our faith by our works.

Island of Tana, New Hebrides.

—

More than two-thirds of the New Testa-
ment has been translated into the Tanese
language by Rev. Thomas Nelson, of the
Free Church of Scotland M.uuon, also the
books of Genesis and Jonah in the Old
Testament.

“Eight to twelve ﬂwmnd people live on
this island ; of whom about fifteen hund-
red attend the Mission service with more
or less regularity ; as yet, however, the
the mass even of these still follow the - su-
perstitions and degraded practices of the
heathen around.

They believe in, the power of sacred
men to cause the fruits of the earth to
come to maturity ; they present oﬁermgc
and ‘worship to évil spirits ; they practice
and believe in witcheraft, and that it can
cause disease and death ; they practice,
tribal revenge, extending over many year
and generatxons ; they practice eciren
clision s ordinary cohwersatigd is ob-
scene, whilst murder, adultery, theft and
lying @re tather priiai than‘blamed. The

versed ; bnt from the horriblo pit -of de-
Wa ond immorality the
| Gospel of | and ' Saviour we

believe, rescued some of them, and will,
o hape W PSP By mary.,

thus taught that (God requires us to love’

standard of vxrtue is thus, as it were, re-|«
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of nearly $4,000. The Treasury of the

Foreign MissionSociety is empty, and a
deficit'of $6,000 appears in the working ex-
penses of the Institute. The ¢ Consolida-
tion Scheme,” has been adopted by
about ome third of the churches.
Its - promoters ‘are still sanguine of
success, but otheks see difficulties in the
way. Many in tlle Maritime Provinces
are watching the working of this scheme,
and should it succeed, an effort would be
made to inaugurate it here. Scheme or no
scheme, one plan or another, there should
be vigorous working and generous giving.
None should laze or nurse his selfishness
because his plan has not been adopted.
We trust our brethren, will soon - find
smoother sailing for their denominational
bark. -

The Theological Institute has just gradu-
ated a class of four, and the examiners re-
port most satisfactory work done especially
in Old and New Testament exegesis.

The Trustees report that the plan of
working the Institute now employed, viz.,
the having of two Principals, one for the
Literary, and another for the Theological
department, is working well; and that
most gratifying results are secured.

Lecture by Prof. Jones.

Prof. R. V. Jones delivered a very
interesting lecture before the Acadia
Athengum, Wolfville, on Friday evening
last. Subject—¢ The Land of Scott.” The
learned lecturer treated his audience to a
very vivid, and at times amusing, descrip-
tion of his progress through scenes rendered
immortal by the genius of Sir Walter.
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, Loch Katrine,
Stirling, Dryburgh and Melrose Abbeys,
Edinburgh and Abbotsford, were succes-
sively depicted, each with special reference
to its literary associations. The beauties
of Lakes, Mountains and ruined Abbeys
were lovingly dwelt upon. Appropriate
extracts from Scott’s writings supplement-
ed the description of the most interesting
points. T an admirer of Scotia’s great
poet and novelist—and who is not ?—the
lecture war a thoroughly enjoyable one.

-~ C.

Further Testimony.

Of all modern critical commentators on
the New Testament, H. A. W. Meyer is
acknowledged to stand at the head. While
for some purely doctrinal exegesis, I might
prefer Alford or Ellicot or among the old-
er commentators Calvin or Beza, yet for
the strict, exact, impartial interpretation
of words and explanation of grammatical
constructions, no one of these approaches
Meyer. Acfew of the comments of Meyer
may therefore be interesting.

Mark vii. 4, in the received version is
rendered thus, “And when they gome
from the maﬁeg except the wash, they
ect not.”  The word here tranﬁated
“wash” is daptizo in the middle voice.
On this Meyer comments thus (I translate
from the latest German edition): ¢ This
is.not to be understood of the washing of
hands; buat of immersion (Rintauchen);
wrn&“"rnx WORD IN CLASSIC AND NEW
TESTAMENT GREEK ALWAYS (DURCHWEG)
siGNIFIES. Hence it means here, to take
abdch. 386 also in Lidke i, ‘87, Having
come from the market, where in the jerowd
they may. have touched unelean thmgs,
they éat nt, without first' having bethed
thqaelm P

in commenting on Acts xvi. 15.

“ And when she (Lydia) was baptized, and
her household,” etc., Meyer has the follow-
ing: “If, in the Jewish and heathen
families converted to Christ, there were
ch;L ptism of these is to be as-
in those cases where: “they were so

far devolopgl that they were able to be-

lieve on Jesus as Messiah, and actually
did believe ; SINCE THIS WAS THE UNIVER-

SAL AND ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY PRE-
REQUI THE RECEIVING oyaumu.”
Fal bofne in mind, in| reading
the above testimonies, that Hoyer was a
member 6f the State church in Hnnover

M’W Exi?ﬁﬂ?w‘?i

They bapmo thus: “to

5 of ships, to dfgb

_in or
; to
head and

. L

of Liddell and Scott (both gonthmen menn- | ti
bers of the established Chureh of England). | »

i‘é'
x bowlnn cups (gg m joy.

to immerse, to sink, tobe drowned, as the
effect of sinking.—Tropically, to afflict;
soaked in liguor; intowicated; sunk in
ignorance. Middle, to perform ablution,
to bathe, to plunge a knife, to baptize.”
Sophocles adds to the above: ¢There. is
no evidence that Luke and Paul, and the
other writers of the New Testament, put
upon this verb meanings not recognized by
the Greeks.”

It should be remarked that Sopholes is
not a Baptist, and gives the above defini-
tions simply as a Greek scholar.

In the above article I have cited only
the most recent and critieal oplmons
—Standard.

Thanking God for Trials.

—

Ease is what most persons long for. A
young man setting out in life commonly
looks forward with intensest desire to a
position of ease through acquired property,
and would be ready to stop work as soon
as he attained that position. All the ac-
cumulations of the professional or business
man have an added value in their supposed |
hastening of that good day when their
possessor can retire from toil and be at
ease. Parents who can leave a fortune to
their children, so that the latter need not
be compelled to work for a living, think
that they have given a good start to their
offspring. Most mothers would pray that
their darlings might be spared trial and
suffering in life, and that no rough winds
of adversity should blow upon them. Yet
there is no stalwart manhood to one who
has not struggled; and no man, young or
old, will struggle unless he has to; hence
any position of ease which takes away from
a man the necessity of a continued struggle
is incompatible with a progress in manhood
to its highest earthly attainment. A fortune
to start with is a misfortune to any young
man. If he gets on well in life with that
fortune, it must be in spite of the fortune,
not in consequence of it. And in any
event he would probably do better and
rise higher without the fortune than with
it. If indeed he must retain the money,
he needs sore trials of some other sort to
offset it, and keep it from working his ruin.
The young man who has nothing to live
on, and who must work or starve, ought to
thank God that he has this stimulus and
help to presperity and high manhood.
Daniel Webster would have remained a
common-place clerk of the courts during
his lifetime if he had accepted the position
of ease with its handsome salary which
was pressed on him as a young man by his
father and friends. It was his poverty
through refusing that position, that
subsequently impelled him to greatness.
Disraeli would never have come to his
world-wide prominence but for his earlier
failures in public life, and the necessit
thereby laid on him of struggling for sue-
cess; for genius which enables a man to
accomplish great things without hard work,
whigh. puts a man beyond all questnon of
failure in his efforts, would be hardly, less
of a curse to a young man than a. fortune
is. An easy time is a hard time for any
man. If it doesn’t really prove hld’ rum, it
greatly endangen him. | N

The Bible is explieit in its oftqtepaate@‘
declarations on this point. “ Blessed are
they that mourn;” not‘ Blessed are they |
that n.ver\knov grief. « Hsppy u the
man whom  God correoteth;” not ;1;&!‘
is the man whom Ged mnever. du
“ Whom the Lord loveth He
not whom the Lord loveth He spares tron
trial. “They that sow in’ tears s
in joy;” not they that sow in smiles shall

have the richest haryest. Goqng;talt

-)oyvhen ye fall into divers temptations;” |
notLonntitslljoy m’ohn&my

time in life. “Many sorrows shall be to

the righteous;”, not Many delights and no
sotrow'-shald: bé 46 4 children of God.

Nor isit alone into t.l)e kingdom of God in |
hat we must enter|
“through much tribulation.” " In the life}

the heavenly rest

that now is we cannot have trues joy,
highest blessedness, gmtm g:: 03
best | character, supremest refinement of natuu,
muuzmwofmmmm

A heart Mhumm:m

Mﬁ\-“‘g.tlmmm mm of!

'(\

hall “reap |

thmvw
mmphMMm-.M

unless, indeed, it be for strength to b

them, and for grace to improve them?
Father, hear the prayer we offer
Not for ease that prayer shall be,

But for strength that we may ever
Live our lives courageously.

o 8 N tmes,

A Blessed Covering.

BY WM. LAMSON, D.D.

“And 1 have covered thee in the shadow of y
hand.” Isa.li. 16.

These are very tender and very preci
words. How near they bring the Infiy;
One to him who can by faith appropriy
them! It is Jehovah whospeaks. Wej
not conjecture here. In the connection
says: “I am the Leord thy God. Ihs
covered thee in the shadow of my hang}
The passage brings before me the imy
of a tender mother sitting beneath a by
ing sun, without a shadow to screen he
and spreading her loving hands to scre
the eyes of her little one from the fien
rays that would otherwise burst upon the
So tenderly, so lovingly, does our God p
sent himself to the trusting soul. I“le
suns may send their burning says, but
has a blessed protecting shadow.

Storms may gather and tempests n
rage, but it is sheltered beneath the Inf
ite hand. It is safe. Its hiding place i
secure. All tarough life, in the sunshi
and in tempest, the hand is outspread
protect it. Come what may, it has a hij
ing place—a sttong protection to whichi
can flee.

And who in this world of ohange doe
not need a hiding place? . Other refug
may fail. The exigency may be one th
earthly friendship, however strong or siy
cere, cannot meet. 'Weak, deserted, alor
the soul may be on the border of despap
but how blessed then to feel that the p
ternal hand is over us and its shadow i
encompassing us. Now, fellow-travell
these are no unwmeaning words like the
of a changeable mortal. It is the Lord ou
God who utters them. But is it not to
great a promise for you or me to clain
It is not strange if it seems so. Butit i
unbelief that suggests the doubt. It
looking at ourselves, our littleness and ou
unworthiness, instead of looking to
that makes the words seem incrediblg
We have not risen, we cannot rise,to
full conception of the paternal love ar
tenderness of our God. Rich as the assu
ance is, it is like Him to give it. It i
only one of many just such assurance
scattered through His word. We ms
take it, appropriate it, make it all our own
I'look up at the stars of night and sen
my thoughts out ameng the vast world
and systems with whi¢h the boundles
spaces are filled, and thé Creator of all thes
seem so great and mxghl:y that T am but
mote in his st universe, The though
comes, can he care for. me? ., But I ope
his word ‘and find the  assurance, I whe
made and who uphold thesé worlds, I'hs
covered thee in the #hidow of my hand
1 am not overlgoked, gq; lost tq His ¢
for a moment. .,

* Blessed assurance, blossed chdtor Jet v
rest'in it.” Reader; know you what it is
feel #mt that jhelﬁeﬂdq Hand' is"over you
tisa besutifally tender, figure wh
onrbﬂmdnhuh&mm toue
ing lament over Jerusalem, thatof a he
gathering her brood indcrhor-vhg-. But
it seéms to fie thé expression uséd by J

hovah om» Mmm is e
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quite at ease. . m,ﬂu Onur
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