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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

THE FOUNDATION, CHARACTER, AND
DESIGN OF THE CHURCII OF
CHRIST.

A SERMON PREACHL. BEFORE [HE MARI-
TIME BAPTIST CONVENTION, ASSEMLLED
1IN THE EDIFICE OF THE FIEST YARMOUTH
TAPTIST CHURCH, AUGUST 21sT, 1881, BY
REV. J. E. HOPPER, A.M., AND PUBLISHED
BY REQUEST OF THE CONVENTION,

“Built upon the foundation of the Apostles and
piophets, Jesus Chris. himself be'ng the chief corner
stone, in whom all the building fitly framed togethe™
groweth unto an holy temp'e in the Lorc: in whom
ve algo are builded together for an babitation of God
turough the Spirit.”’—Epl. 2: 20-22,

When God created the world it was
with the design that i. should be the abode
of man. This he has shown in that he
created man last, rosted from his work,
and has not brought any other order of
beings into existence to lord it over him.
In all that preceeded man’s creati n there
was a prophecy of a higher orde: of life
coming, to which the forms that were pass-
ing and passed away were merely prepara-
tory.

T'ho material is the mirror of thesp ritual.
All the marvelious works of God’s grace
look onward to an end, even this, that lost
mun saved by Christ’s death shall, through
the Holy Spirit, become the habitation of
God.  The et>rnal Father in the fullness
of the ages, and in the completion of the
work of redemption, shall fully and glori-
ously take possession of his living temple.
If in the first creation when worlds and
varied forms of life came from the hand of
God we see his power and .+ Jom, in the
s2cond creation in all the progressive stages
up to completion, we sce the amazing
tore nd grace of God.

Let us examine this buildiag of God in
he characteristics Paul, under the influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, gave of it in the
passage under consideration,

1. THE FOUNDATION OF THE BUILDING.
Tt is that “of the aostles and prophets.”
How are we to understand the purase? Is
it that the apostles and prophets were the
foundation ? Certainly not, for Paul has
distinctly affirmed (1 Cor. 3:6), “ Who

then is Faul, and who is Apollos, but, min- a living Christ—a frigid utterance of|i

isters by whom ye believed,” and azaia in
the eleventh verse, ¢ Other foundation can
no man lay than that i3 laid which is Jesus
Christ.” The Apostles and prophets were
not the foundation ; but they laid it in the
preaching of Christ. The only sase
seemingly inharmonic 18 with this 13 Rev.
21 :14, where it said the Heavenly Jeru-
salem had twelve foundations, and in them
the names of the twelve Aposties of the
[.amb. DBut it must be borne in nind th.$
this is not a dogmatic passage but a higkly
figucative one, and at most only asseris
that the foundations bore the names,
of the Apostles. That Paul uscd our
{ext 1n the sense of our interpretiation
is evident from his statement in Rom. 15:
20, whe  he says he: ¢ Strove to pre ch
the gospel not where Christ was named
Jest he should build upon another man’s
foundation.” And if the Paulinc autho:-
ship of the Epistle to the Hebrews be ad-
mitted he there makes a similar statement
in the sixth chapter and first versc: Leav-
ing the priucip[gs of the doctrine of Christ,
let us go on unto peri 'clion not laying again
the foundation of repentance, &c.”

But Christ himself in that notable pasc-
age s0 strangely perverted by the Romish
churcn emphasises our interpretation,
(Matt. 16:18.) ““Thou art Petros and
upon the Petra I will build my church &e.”
The Petra referring to Peter’s confession
1 the 16th verse, “Thou art the Christ the
Son of the living God.” Upon such preach-
ing as this Christ wilt'build his church.

Christ as we'! as Paul gives the highest
henor to preaching, and exalts i1ts worth
far above creeds, edicts of councils, and
traditions of the Fathers.

The means by which the God has or-
dained to bring back the world to lawful
allegiance is by selecting saved mea to pro-
olaim that Jesus is the Christ and that theve
i8 redemptio 1 through his blood. Itis pro-
bable that God for the effecting of his pur-
poses has ¢’ osen the best means to secure
the end. ‘Ihe higher orders have ‘been
passed by. The thrones, dominigos, princi-
palities, rowers, ard all other angelic life,
thoagh possc sed of greater power and
wisdom, doubtless would have lacked
adaptation for such a work. A bond of
aympathy rxists between a saved man and
an unsaved one such as is peculiar to those
of the same order of creation. This rower
of sympathy is all important, so much so,
that it behoved Christ to be made like unto
his brethren that he might bs_a merciful

/and faithful high priest, and to siffer being
tempted so as to be able to succour them
that are tempted. Saved men, called of
QGod, feel often how inadequate they are to
meet demands of their calling and often ex-
claim: “ Who is sufficient for these things,”
and only :earn ob. lience in the assurance:
“ Our suffic.ency is of Ged. Without any
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purpose of God. We cannot overestimate
the necessity for preachers of the word, nor
for the increase of their efficiency by the
acquisit.on of all the helps which a benefi-
cent God has rendered available.

And whilst it must be made prominent
that God requires men to be preachers, it
is equally important that we recognize the
diviue purpose in reference to bringing in
lo t men into his kingdom to be secured by
the preaching of the gospel—not something
like it, or contrary to it; but the old truth
of a crucified and risen Savior—the end of
the law for rizhteousness. This proclama-
tion God will not suffer to return to him
void. Results blessed, and permaneut
must be accomplished by it, for 1t is God’s
appointed means to gatiier in his elect.
The world may despise it just as it did in
Apostolic times—it may cry out with the
Greeks for wisdom, bat God will, by the
foolishness of preaching, save them that
believe, and save them in such numbers and
so wonderiully show his power in the saved,
that false systems shall topple and fall as
aforetime.

In these days of specious therioes, elc-
gant sophisms, and oppositions of science
falsely so called,it becomes the heralds of the
cross to know what message He would have
them declare, and declare it, whethier men
will hear or forbear. Au Athenian curios-
ity demanding some new thing must not
divert us from the purpose of our calling,
and should the progre:sive spirit of the
age demandg progicssion in Christian doc-
trines, or their adulteration. we must give
way to it, no, not for an hour, that the
trath of the gospel may continue with you.
The gospel as given by Christ and his
Apostles was complewe, and whilst change
m st mark the incomplete, the knowledge
of this world, we shall show the greatest
wisdom in getting back to primitive purity,
and laying the founda.ion of the Apostles
and Prophets.

Let us aave more confidence in and
clothe with increaced power the God or-
dained means of grace. Our diffic:'ty is
that too often we offer to men from the
pulpit and the prayer meeting, a sténe in-
-2l of bread—a cold formality iastead of

threadbare statements ins.ead of the warm
uiterauces of a heart fill 1 with love to
Christ and lost men. A sp - 1i'y as possi-
bLle let us get back to ‘Arostel’c doctrine,
apostolic ordinauces, and ap . Lolic love and
zew!. Paul waro d night and day with
vears. The record of our labers I fear will
be in s.riking contro st becau ~ of the want
of time giveu to the wok, and ' 1e ab.ence
of that feeling ear .« tr> s which should
claracterize the exhortai’ons aud prayers
of saved men, for men who are lost to all
eternity, unless the gospel is believed and
obeyed.

The word of God in some places repre-
sents God the Father as laying the founda-
tion of the church in giving his Son,
Is. 28:16. ¢ Behold I lay in Zion for a
foundation, a stone a tried stone, a preci-
ous corner stone, a sure foundation.” Paul
saysin 1 Cor. 8: 10, Accord'ng te the grace
of God which is given unto me as a wise
Master-builder, I have laid the fouodation.
Paul’s method of laying the foundation was
Ly preaching and glorying only in the cross
of Christ. These two representatiens of
Isaiah and Paul are but two phases of the
same subject and trath. Prominence is
cwven in our text however, not so much to
vhe et of Christ being the foundation, as
ti.c chiel corner stonc —the principle part of
the building that,tha. binds it together, and
gives solidity to tbe structure. The liying
historical Christ enters into God’s building.
How noble must be that edifice which has
for its head co.ner stone, God manitest in
the flesh. What a glory is placed upon
saved man, in placing him in a building of
whieh Christ for.us a part. O Marvellous
grace that the Creator and heavens king
should so identi{y himself with man! The
whole building shall stand because earth
and hell cannot destroy that chief corner
stone. Worms of the dust are we, but God
has seen fit to put forth his hand and place
us who trustin him in this building. What
sirong assurance of preserving grace is ours
when we know the beauty and symmetr
of the entire edifice would be marred, if
any of the stones, columns, ' shafts, or
capitals, should fall from their place. In
matchless beauty, unmarred, shall the
building stand forth in that day when the
great voice out of heaven shall proclaim
“ the taberaacle of God is with men, and he
will «liwelllld\vg;xdﬂl:em, and they shall :; his
ple, a imself sha!l be with them,
and be their God.” «

II. Tae CHARACTER OF THE BUTLDING.
L is “ fitly framed together,” and “groweth
unto an holy temple.” It pays to get a
good foundation, to dig deep, and erect an
edifice in accordance with roved
methods. In reference to spiritual build-

ing it to probe the heart deeply, that
the tr&mfﬁodmygdncﬁmh‘m
In Christ the frost cannot shatter, the e:

ed aspirit of sweet resignation to Jesus,
voicing itself in the words: < Lord what
will thou have me to do,” then his indue-
tion into the company of believers through
babtism was tothem an acquisition of preat
strength. If Zacchaeus with all his civicas-
sociations and great wealth had become a
follower of Jesus while still possessed by
the spirit of exaction and greed he would
have wrouzht nothing bat mischief to the
cause of Christ. When, however, the trith
found a Jodgment in his heart prompting
him 10 say, and suit his action to the word :
“The half of my goods I give to the poor and
if I have taken ought %rom any man by
false accusation, I restore unto him four
fold,” then was Zacchaeus a tower of
strength to the infant cauge of the R .eem-
er. It remains true to-day that we need men
of position, culture and wealth in the church
of Christ, but we cannot afford to have
them unless they are dom nated by the
Spirit of self-denying and loving service for
Jesus.

God’s rule in building is “ the image of
his Son.” To thisdivine pattern he designs
to bring each one. As of old he said to
Moses : “ See thou make all things accord-
ing to the pattern, &e,” and in this restric-
tion forbad him exercising his own notions
of propriety ; so the Holy Spirit said
through Paul, to the Corinthian church,
“keep the ordinances as T delivered them
to you.” The order of their deliverance is
stated beyond a' peradventure in the 18th
chapter of the Acts. “Many of the Cor-
inthians hearing, believed, and were bap-
tized.” The Supper whieh this church had
so sadly perverted was given afterward,
for there was no interval between the be-
lief and baptism in which to incert it. The
divine order of faith, baptism, Lord’s Sup-
per must be kept in true all giance to the
great b ad of the Church. ZFuncy must
not usurp the place of faith, as in the case
of Cain. Scatir:entalism must not be al-
lowed to override the commands of Gog.
Some Christians in relation t» ordinances
are excessively pliable and think that this
maudlin tenderness is a high exhibition of
Christian Charity, forgetting, that, that is
charity which r¢joiceth in the truth, noth-
mi else. If the word of God exhorts us to
a keeping of ordinauces in a given order
then Christian Charity demands that we
thus keep them, aud other course in error,
and at least can only plead the excuse of
being done ignorantly in uunbelief. The
answer of the scriptures o the many ques-
tions of to-day in reference to doctrines
and ordinances is simply this; Our doc-
trines must be held in a “holy life,” and
the ordinances be exemplified in “ newness
of life,” and both in uncompromising alle-
giance to the word of trath. The applica-
tion of God’s building rules to man ever
leads to these results. A renewed and
holy life is the be%ﬁevidence that God has
iaserted us in his building. -

Each piece 6f material must fill its own
place, and is absolutely important. There
are diversitiés of gifts, but none is 8o poor
as not to have one, and that one should
serve the purpose the great Master-Builder
had in conferring it. 1f the talents of any
are few or humble so much the more easily
may they employ them, and God will not
hold them guiltless if they do not. All
can teach, or be taught—lead, or be led—
counsel, or execute—pray, or be present to
listen.
fulness in the Christian Church, and wants
to know it, he should at once go and tell
the whole matter to God, and judicious

Christian friends and if he is willing he will

soon be to work.

God’s building groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord. . Centuries have given
it breadth and beauty. = Like the mustard
tree it 'has sent forth branches on every
side, and like the leven in meal it has work-
ed, bringing the mass to the consisteney of
itself. The nermal nature of Christ’s king-
dom is that of organic inerease, an increase
both ex.ensive and intensive, manifesting
itself in enlargement and punty. The

rowth is in Christ in whom all.

tly framed together groweth. It is then
not only expansion but assimulation, ' like.
ness to Christ. How many deformities
are now associated with the visible church
of Christ! Errors in doctrine and ordi-
nances. Mistakes of heart, head and hands.
We rejoice, however, that the building
goweoh unto an holy temple in Christ,

:lt t.ll:e bgl'lnhh’“ are , i':xg fewer,
and that Christ’s prs or his
“that they all may . o
time of answering. . ; Sty

Our blessed Lord ﬁ"’ to the Chureh a
perfect system of truth which in the end is
destined to work out a

d years are as a

quake cannot bring to the ground with
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If any knows not his place of use- _

build- .

‘one,” hastens to the
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LAWP & OIL DEPOT

Ennis & Gardner Bloc«,
PRINCE WILLIAM ST.

Chubb's Cor. St. Jehn N. B
RICH’D IIEANS.

(Late with i CHUBE & €0.)

OOKBINDER, Paper Ruler and Blank Book
manufacturer. Music Magazines and
Newspapers bound neat and cheap.

Dlank k ruled and bouud to any pat-
teln.

Orders’ sent to ahove address, or to Rev.
J. E. HOPPEB, will receive my prompt
atteuntion.

Satisfaction Guaranteed. feb 12

CRIRE VOODS& O
CABINET ORGANS

= AND .

L lia.nos,

- With New Orchestrian Attachment,

Which plays correct Music of any variety
and so
instruction,

mple that any ope can play without

Prices low to suit the Times.

Harper’s Bazar Patterns, a full assory

ment, every Pattern a Complete
. Suit, Only 25 Centa.

WILLIAM CRAWFORD,

General pAgent,
4 Charlotte St., St. John "
marié
EAGILLE

[RON i BRASS FOUNDRY,

STEAM ENGINE & MACHINE SHOP.,

(Established 1841,

4ST. DAVID STREET, ST. JOHN, N.B.
JOHN SMITH, - PROPRIETOR.

RACTICAL Engineer and Millwright, of

60 vears experienee, )hgmnetnru of.
‘Steam gines nx:xed Boneub::’ Marine and
La‘x’:d r&lﬁpoaos.ol rnyslzte.ﬂ :i 1le: : 2
“Va e ex ve cut off,” sa
to 30 per oen!. of fuel and steam. n‘hlpl:nd
Miliwork, &e,

IRON AND BRASS CASTINGS OF SIZES
made wo%er, mdpkgem hed.

Carleton Air-Tight Cooking Stoves.
Paténtee and Sole Manufactirer of HUL-

BERT'S CELEBRATED PLOUGH. 'sJUack

Screws for sale or hire.

Blaeksmith Waork Executed Prom: iberal
Terms. . :‘qr Wﬁlfu ‘

1Y g €4 'y Pt 1 M

X 1:"’}; "mﬁ*é‘“ |
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ect life. — Thus | he 8
truth is presided over by the ever present = | @

Spirit of God. The progress humaaly -
Mgnayh‘dld&w,bu wishenos :
a thousan 8 & day. lig

HENRY THOMAS
Successor to William Waterbury.,

No. Il ()harlotte Street.
HARDWARE.

Just Reccived:~y late Ena'ich Steamer :

A FULL ASSOR\.IENT CF WINDOW
GLASS BOILED & RAW OILS, TUR-
PENTINE, PAINTS, ETC

With a Complete Line of
Shelf Hardware.
AT

NO. 11 CHARLOTTE STREET,
Near - Union.

CALL AND EXAMINE OUR STOGK

1881
ntérational Steamship Co'y,

SUMMER ARRANCEMENT.

FOUR TRIPS A WEEK.

‘& Ot il further notios,
the steamers on this line will
make Four Tripsa Week

ee
laavinitheir whaif, Reed’s Point, eve SUN':
DAY, MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY
morning , at 8 0'clock, for Eastport, Portland
and Boscon.

-3 The steamers leave St. John Sunday
morning will only touch at Eastport, arriving
in Boston very early next morning.

Returnlng‘_wvll leave Boston syery MONDAY,
TUESDAY, V ,.DNESDAY and DAY morn-
ings, and Pos{lend at6 p. m., after arrival o2
noon train froin Boston, |

Conuccung both ways at Eastport with
steawmer+Charles Houghton ’’ for 8t. Andrews.
St. Stecphen and Calais, and at Portland and
Boston wich steamers and rail to all parts of
ibe Uniled Staies. -

Through Tickets can be procured at this
office ard H. Chubh & Co’'s to all points of
Canada aud the Upited States.

8™ No claims for allowance after Goods:
leave tae warehoase.

7 Freignt received Tuesday, Thurtday aud:

Saturday only, up to 6 p. m,

¥ only, up 1o OGP . oIS HOLM
nove4 *
1828 ESTABLISHED. 1898,

J. HARRIS & CO,,

(Formerly He sie & Allan;)

« Paradice Row, Portland, 8t John, N.B.

New Brunswick Foundry and

Railway Car Works,
RETAILL WAREROOMS, NO. 171WATER ST

Manufaclureis o 2l E . uds of
Steam Engines and Mill
Machinery. .
The Improved Luwel} ‘l‘u‘rblné Water Wheels.
g o T
nnﬁllwné” Curs of every description,

———

Portland Rolling Mill,

STRAIGHT SHORF, - - PORTLAND,

red and Paruliel Sar: for Ch' 5 Knees
K'nri‘lpcrh&e. ‘Hawunored Rai'way Car Axls,
fting and Shapes of all Crte

e R X
and

and iron. Ti 1 the powers &
valuable mﬁ‘?‘: '

s & low state
gtthobody. Mdemun?ntoltb&‘lmul
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