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OUTLINE OF A NERHON

BY KEV. I E. BILL, ON THE OCCASION
OF THE ORDINATION OF W. M,
WHEKS AS PASTOR OF THE GERMAIN

BEAPTIST - CHURCH, 8T. JOHN.

On the 8rd day of March, 1829, an
~ immense concourse of peuple asFem-

~bled in the BaptistChureh at Nictaux,
in the beautiful vallev of the Anna-
polis River, N. 8. You ask what
special ohject called the people to-
gether? ! answer, a candidate for
holy orders, with the dew of youth
upon bis brow, was to be ordained
to the work of the Christian ministry.
Three of the Fathers of the denomina-
tion and other delegates from the
churches were present to aid the
solemnitics.  Orne of the Fathers,
who was the leader of the tribes of
thé spiritual Israel in his day, by the
request of the candidate, was chosen
to preach the ordination sermon. It
wax pleasant for him to do so, for he
was instrumental in the young man’s
conversiony he had baptized and
married him, and under his pastoral

idance the youthful eandidate had
g:en licensed to preach the gospel.
Now that he was to be ordained it
teemed c-pecially appropriate that
she venerable fathershould preach the
ordination sermon.

The circumstances were all signal-
by favorable. The preliminaries had
been perfectly eatisfactory. The
Sipirit’s converting influences were
descending upon the people  “like
showers of rain upon the new mown
grass,”and “hundreds were seeking
the great salvation. The preaoher-
therefore, was encompassed with influ-
enoes stimulatin deeply impres-
sive. He was élly equal to the de-
mande of the occasion, and was
clothed i all the authority of his
divine commission. He selected for |t
his text the worde of the inspired
Panul to his gon Timethy.

“ Meditate upon these things; give
thyself wholly to them, that thy pro-
fiting may appear to all,” 1 Tim. 4.:

NT.

The preacher was the bﬂloved -and
veoerated Father Edward Manning,
now with the glorified in heaven,—
the candidate ordained stands before
you now. The circumstances of the
two occasions, in some respects, are
+ dissimilar, but in their essential fea-
tures are the same. ' It seems to me
appropriate, therefore, that I should
invite your prayerful attention to the
sajue passage of the word of life.

This young man Timothy was re.
garded % the Apostle Paul as his
own son m the gospel, and as sach he
loved him with all the mu:nsu) of a
ht.lu 1’8 aﬁoctlo% b

3w wEUBE to the min-
mtry of salvation ; young, but well
instructed in the mysteries of the
gospel faith. His spirtual father
thoron:hly understood the responsi-
. bilitie» of his bigh voea‘ion, ‘and he
theref.re addresses these two epistles
to him as to Ais own son in the faith.
Was there ever such letters written
by mortal man? Doetrines as high,
ay deep and a8 mysterious as the per-
fections of the Godhead, and the at.
tributes of eternity. Procepts that
encompass every path of human Tife.
ences that bring into promin-
enee all the elements of the Chris-
tian warfare, and promises that* cor-
stitute an immovable foundation of
for a lost world.
;)magv under oomsideration is
a sea of matter in 8 mere drop of ex-
jon. It deals especially with|M
the responsibilities of the Christian
-minigtry. To this thowght, therefore,
 Linvite itlmr prayerful eonsideration.
Int. “ edluto upon these things.”
The minister of Christ must make
himself master of his divine mission.
What is the -nature of this mission ?
It is to unfold the Bible of God to
man. Ilenve the absolute need of
tivn—atudy. It is not & sys-
p- of human sci Y
nomy or ethios, which the
minister 16 called upon to “ex-
nd or defend, but the grand tfuths
ubhné: mysteries of the heaven |o
tures.  'What''d
are h';\?d' . the .:'5.’
lret!ecuoul of the triune
n lty-- ather, and , Holy

m--tbne in: 9#0 n‘mic three. |

.

4

£0%- | book and rq.dc“ the

thh their own lumt.ed ideas of the
God they profess to worship. If we
wonld break away from all this nar-
rowness of thought we must study
God the -eternal, in~ the “light ar
faith’s vision, and let our souls wade
out into the great sea of this infini-
tude. Get right views of the Divine
attributes,and you will not be likely to
go astray in other matters. If you
believe in bhim as grasping the
two eternities with his wisdom, you
will preach him as such—if you be-
lieve in him as the sovreign disposer
of all things you will place inan be-
fore his'Maker in his true attitude of
dependence,—if you regard him as
the same to-day, yesterday and for
ever, you will see in him 4 safe
ground for human hope.. In a word,
it we so meditate as to obtain just
coneeptions of the great and universal
Father, we shall come to him day
by day with confidence, for all need-
ful supplies.

%e are to meditate upon God
as he has unfolded himself in the
mighty universe, which ke hag made.
See in him the little atoms upon
which we tread, and in the ponderou
worlds,that fill the i immensity of space.

3. Meditate upon him in his creative
energy as recorded in the first and se-
cond chapters of the Book of Genesis.
See the admirable arrangement, the
mysterious combinations and the
woundrous gleries of the Aome which
the Infinito has prepared for those
who were made a little lower than
angels.”

4. Meditate upon Jehovah in his
providential administration as riding|.
upon the storm, guiding the tempest,
and saying to the tmghty sen, “Hither-
to shalt thou some and no further,and

Think of bim as directing alike the
small dust of the bal'mce, and the
golden rays of the: noon day fun=-as
pausing amid the rale of empire and
the mareh - of worlds, to ‘whisper <in
the ear of suffering, bleeding human-
ity. “As a father pitieth his child-
rea, 80 the Lord pitieth them that
fear him.” %I will be a father unto
you, and you shall be my sons, and
daughters, - saith the Lord God Al-
mighty.”
.. Again, meditate upon the High and
Holy One 4% he has manifested:him-
self in the great work of human re-
demption. This redemptive plan was
hid in the councils of ‘theEternal Trin-
ity 13 we are assured “before the
foundations of the world ”’Having pre-
destinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to hiniself ac-
cordimg. to  the ‘pleasure’ of " his
will.” As we meditaté apon this scheme |
of infinite mercy and sovereignlove we
shall sec how ‘gradually it was un-

folded through the long lines of nro-
PP t el Ay wuadOW, un-
-]

fullness of ‘time had come.
Then Ged sent forth his S8on made of
a womnap, made under the law 1o re-
deem those that were under the law.”
What a sublime' fact for meditation
is'\hat one oéntral trath that shibes
amid the subordinateé truths of Chris-
tianity, like the san shining in'' the
firmament amid the smaller dlobec
of hght. that revolve around’ him.
“ God so loved the werld that be

ve
his only begotten Son, thas wﬁ‘&o-
ever believeth on bim ml ht. not

Yensh . but-have ever
u this one iofinite gift we lmve
embodiment of all ll ht, all purity,
all  knowledge,  all ? ruth, tnd
grace.. “1T¢ pleased the Fat.p
L (‘hmt should all fallness 'dwél.”{
He is the i of the ‘invisible God
—-the first born of every creature,”
He is * @od thabifest in the . flesh.”
ystery of mysteries, the God dwell-
mg dily in human form,—the' mdn |
lifted up iuto:positive fellowship and
identit yp ‘with the Jehovah of the i
verse. Let !«r meditation ex
this ocean fullness of rodecmmgr
follow the God inesrnate from lhv
manger at Bethlehem to the

footsteps. ¢

8- | dark and te
ten to bis ﬁm-mon ube opeéns tht
Spirit of the|
Lord God is wpon me,” and ponder
‘the sermon upon the mownt, as he

cm::’d his th and u

infinitely b
L:h“ any del bv:ruoe ““‘Wﬂ“‘&d&'
mm«mm man

* toogn or. pon

* ,c”-

g up. ?ken
Lheart, rolling back the tide of

'y

here shall thy proud waves be staid.”}

er thst*

cross of Qdury. Trace his mo‘:x fivet,
the {orz dnyl ol -

men,” breaking t

iters of sin, bindi
woe, “and pouring upon lost and suf-
fering “humanity the joyeE ot "étérna
salyation.

Meditate upon the inspired eplstles
addressed by Paul and Peter, James

These epistles contain the doctrin
precepts, invitations and rgromv!es,
which constitiite the very
of the church. These ore tothe Lord’s
ransomed ones, what the vital carrent
is to the human frame, life, strength,
activity.  Meditate upon the resur-
rection of the dead, and the final
judgment, the immunities of heaven
and the miseries of hell.

These my brethren are the momen:

tous themes which ministers are to]

bed 1 the night watches ; .that they
may be prepa:zed to bring out of the:
exhaustless treasury things méw and
old, meat for the. older Christian,
milk for babes in Chnst.-warmn&
those, who are hvmg without-

and without hope in the world. This
inspired field for meditation is as ex-
haustless as the mysteries of the eter-
nal ages.

AIl the treaures of -human. lttqn-
ment in their highest form, and widest
| range, are not too great to he conse~
crated upon the altar of these un-
searchable things of God. Inview of
them the great Apostle to the Gentiles
exclaimed, “ O, the heights, and the
depths both of the wudom and knowl-
edge of God; how umsearchable ape
bis Jndgmenu and his ways past, find-
ing out.” Meditate upon them)in all
prevailing prayer,™and . when the
vision of the human nderstandug
fails, let the faith of, ’s elect take

(and let us rejoiee to know that while
at the best of “this
We only “ see through a glass darkly,”
the time is coming when, * we shall
sec as we are seen, and know as we
are known.”

II. Give thyself wholly to them.
It is not emough that we meditate
upon these great things of God, they
must be unfolded, prochumed and |
H_opagsted to the ends of the earth,

his means . entire . consecration of {
body, soul, and:spirit:to the grandes
mission -that ever e ged hum
thought or devotion. nh‘ave you
gift of languageor of tongues, natu
ability of the bighest erder, erudition

f the greatest extent, the power of
uence or oratory the most coms

wondrous themes of salvation -are
worthy of ‘the researches of Newton,
Bacon, Locke. The matchless elo+
quence of Pltt, Burke, Fox, Webster,
and of the missionary toil of Carey;
Swartze, Williams, rﬂudson, and all
others of like zeal for God, and for:
souls. . Nay, wore.
and propogation of t.lim
God,  demand the oconseeration of all
gifts buman- and divine.  Let the
mngw, the' pen, the
pl here Come with all the

m and with:s

“ A:iwm upo; -t‘h': ek
“Pplace n :
alur 28" aeudiio&well
holy God. - A

'This mmwa of the ambassader '6 .
Christ: us in the conseeration of
the heart 1n the work of
'by God the Holy Spirit.
intrade himself on this holy gro
| who has not felt the renewin
sanctifying povur of the truth
own, soul. erated minp’»

it

;| he'world to-day, It is the blind lead!
ing the blind and both will fall’
the diteh ! . “’The husbandmsn’’
N Mdo a lehr ol .tho fnih."s

 the work of ’th
cboold bo

T(

and Johu, to the early chumhz;

¢ Blood 1y

study by day and ponder upan  their |

a_firm hold of these eternal verities,|

Ellgnmage state |

ral | but her

*'Fhe unfolthz {3 &

ress, be em- |

“ - “: w&m‘ (e

phhmg v ?o.

re 141y is the ouiuo ol the Chureh and of

it A

from God whese name was Jo'
as, abright, hb'nmg, shining linhe.
I11. That th _profiting _may ap-
pear to all. "This1s the grand motive
power that should guide the minister
of the sanctuary in the discharge of
his high and holy duties, not that he
may become learned, wise, and popu-
lar—=zot that he .may hiave ease, lux-
ury and pleasure, but that he may
place stars in the diadem of that Sa-
‘vicur, who wore a crown ‘of thorns
for him, and that like his divine Lord
he may preach the gaspel to the poor,
heal the broken hearted, preach de-
hverance to the captives, and recov-
ing of sight to the blind; ‘to set at
{liberty them that are bruised, and to
proclaim the acceptable yéar of the
Lord.

That thy profiting miay appeir to
all. What :{) worldg of Z’neapnrmg is
here! The rich in their palaces of
wealth-—the poor in their "humble
abodes-—the wise in their researches
r|fop knowledge—the ignorant in their
ad, | superstitions — the ‘moral and relf-
righteous — the 'publicans and the
sinners,—the well in their full tide of
{worldly enjoyments—the *sick on
| their beds ot'] suffering and ‘death—
the beautiful girl in her bridal dress
and the widow in' her habiliments of
mourning-—~the family sharing in the
father’s: toils and blessings and the
| fatherless in the dependencé of child-
‘hood, must all recéive anxious atten-
tion and prayerful sympathv' ‘of the

stantly doing good.
have to say;“I am a debtor'both to the
Greeks and to the Barbarians ; to'the
wise and the unwise, %o tuch' g it

ime is [ am ready to’ h the gospel
{10 you that-are at Rofie also.”
. #Thax thy profiting may appear to

all.” All of every classand every
‘condition of human existence. Selfish-
mess has no placehere. The broadest
jeharity, the deepest love, the tender-|
est sympathy are all ‘called into vig-
‘orous action in the prosecutioa of
this mission for Christ and for death-
less souls.

Up, then, minister of God, time is

ng; the judgment is hast.emug on;
ity is at the door. ' What is to
-he one must be done quickly.

It affords me great pleasure to be
with this old mot.her churehi’ to-day.
She has {’.o assed through her firy trials;

rd has known how to de:
Twver her out of temptation. During;
| the seventy years of her existence she|

has frequently been in' the furnace
ding; lay them all.down at: the|heated apd- gycorching, but she comes
fees, of t&ee u;nc:ﬁed Redecmer, and|forth tc ‘i without. h:: mueh as
say in nguage of heol) M‘ re upon ‘garments,
fm'bndmlm.Inlmumgly | The: las >;MWB¢A ‘you
mthocroaao(theLordJ % ! e ale re " of our
whorp the ~—ud 1e eru unto [loved pastor Carey to another sphere
ni% a1 unto the warld.” ' These | 0f labor; but our covenant: kedpm

FGaod has brb t another 'to ' fill his
ﬁlabe, upsh whose spirit we pray the
of ‘hesven' to 'deéscend, and
¢ ministry we trust will be a rich
blessing 16 you; to ' the city, 'to ' the!
province and:to the world. “Amen’!
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