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An Epitome of the History of Germain
Street Baptist Church.,

As in looking over a landscape, our gaze rests chiefly up-
on those objects which 1ise above the surrounding plain, 8o
in taking any retrospect, those deeds and circumstances
which were the more conspicious alone catch the ey® of our
mental vision. It moreover is especially important that in
our epitome of a history, iu order to preform the proper re-
lation of events, only those of chief imvortance be largely
noticed. In this Epitome of the History of Germain St.
Baptist Church, it will therefore be the aim to deal solely
with the phases of the church’s life which seems to be the
chief peaks in its chain of events. And since the charac-
ter, disposition and talent of every pastor has much to do
with the prosperity of his church during his pastorate, it
secems desirable to trace the development of the Germaia
St. Baptist Church with reference to the term of service
which each ef its ministers has filled.

On the 23rd of May, 1810, the church was organized by
Rev. Henry Hale, of the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary
Society, and called the First Baptist Church of St. John.
It consisted at this time of twelve members, seven brothers,
and five sisters. Mr. Thomas Petingill, a man full of relig-
ious fervor was chosen deacon, and Mr. N. Garrison was
chosen clerk. Among the members was Mr. George Hard-
ing, who was the flrst person baptized @ the city of St.
John.

. For three years the infant church r~mained without a re-
gular pastor, until in the year 1814, a Frenchman, named
Rice, came to the city. His had been a remarkable cenver-
sion. Intent, like many of his countrymen on deriding
Christianity, and leading a ball in a house just opposite the
place where revival meetings were held, like Saul he was
struck down by the power of God, and in intense soul agony,
cried aloud for mercy. He became a Baptist and was called
to the first pastorate of the Germain St. Church. He preach-
ed w.th power. Sinners were converted ; and the church
was edified. A place of worship, occupied first by the Epis-
copal, and later by the Methodist Church, was procured by
the Baptists, and made use of for two years, during which
time the church grew so rapidly that it became wise to erect
a new house. A worthy Brother Stenning in conjunction

with Mr. Thomas Harding, superintended the building of
the house to have his funeral discourse the first sermon
preachbed in it.

In 1818, the new house was opened for public service,
and about this time Rev. Thomas Griffin was called to the
pastorate, He was succeeded in 1821, by Rev. Richard
Scott, at which time the church numbered sixty-five mem-
bers. On July 1st, the Baptist Association was first held in
St. John. Elder Harris and Miller protracted their visit
and were instrumental in producing a revival. Elder Mil-
ler'was subsequently chosen pastor and continued about
two years. In 1826, Elder Chas. Tupper was called to the
church ; and the next year Elder Joseph Crandall. In 1828,
at a_second meeting of the Association in St. John, Mr.
Frederick Miles was baptizéd, and in September was ordain-
ed the seventh pastor of the church. Members were added
to the church through his labors.

Rev. J. G. Naylor next occupied the pulpit, though not
as pastor. He was succeeded by Rev. Thomas Curtis?whose
sermons were rich in evangelical truth. And in June 1835
Rev. J. D. Casewell, a man of splendid pulpit qualities, be-
came pastor for two years.  His health giving way, he felt
it best to return to England ; In 1838, Rev. Samuel Robin.
son commenced his pastoral visits to St. John. This brother
converted from Presbyterianism, proved a God-sent bless-
ing to the church. His name in St. John is the synonyme
for conscientious pastoral labor. Soon after Mr. Robinson
come, a portion of the brethren withdrew and formed what
was called the Second Baptist Chureh of St. John. Dar-
ing Mr. Robinson’s stay, a parsonage was built, a revival
commenced ia the Sabbath-school, the Carleton branch was
formed into a separate church, a vestry was excavated under
the church, Bros. John Mills, James Trimble, and J. W.
Hartt, were licensed to preach, the Bethel was completed
and opened for the worship of God. Dea. Thomas Petin:
gill, the devoted father in Zion, twenty-seven yearsin his
oftice, was called to his rest, the church was greatly increas-
ed, and Brussel’s St, Chapel was dedicated.

In 1842, Elder Robinson took charge of the Brussel’s St.
Chapel, and Rev. J. D. Casewell, who had just returned
from England,became again pastor of the chureh, which had
formerly been known as the First Baptist, but henceforth
was to be known as the Germain St. aptist Church. He
labored for two years, but his health became again impaired.
The excitement of preaching wrought too powerfully upon
his mind and he withdrew from the charge.

In 1852, Rev. 1. E. Bill, now Dr. Bill, became pastor, and
labored triumphantly for the Gospel. More than three hun-
dred members were added to the church during his minis-
try of eleven years. Rev. Henry Vaughan followed Mr
Bill in 1863, e gave-himself with untiring zeal to thé
work of erecting & new church edifice ; but ere the work
was accomplished God called him to his reward. It was
gain to him ; but the church long mourned their loss.

Rev. G. M. W. Carey followed Mr. Vaughan in 1865, and
was for fifteen years the beloved pastor ofﬁxis people. f{ind
and encouraging to the young, comsiderate to all, eloquent
in the pulpit, and social in his manner, he drew the people
to him as it were by 2 magnetic influence, His people
loved Lim, ard these not of his own flock delighted to p
him by the hand, and: listen to his fervent words. hen
he took the chureh it owed a debu of $15,000; but gradual
‘reductions, the zeal and labor of the young men, and the
munificence of wealthy friends of the church succeeded in
free;ng the church from the incumbrance Christmas Eve,
1873.
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BE PATIENT.

Has your pathway been darkencd, my
brother?
Is the radient sunlight of joy
So elipsed by the shadows that gather,
That life seems a bitter alloy?
Be patient! One smile from the Master
Will drive all these shadows away;
When he w elcomes you home in the morn-
ing
Of eternity’s beautiful day.
Has your pathway beem darkened, my
brother? ,
Has hope risen cloudless and bright, -
And, just as it promised fruition,
Gone out in adversity’s night?
Be patient. Remember misfortune,
If hallowed by heaven-born love,
1s purchasing riches and honor,
In the home of the spirit above.

Has your pathwey been darkenéd, my
brother? . )
Has pitiless, painful disease
Divested your earthly existence
Of sweetness; of all that can please?
Be patient. The time is approaching,
You knew not how soon it will be,
When a City, where pain cannot enter,
Shall open its pathway for thee.

Has your pathway been darkened, my
brother?
Has the angel of sorrow drawn dear,
And taken in spite of your pleadlng,
Some treasure, your heart knows how
dear?
Be patient. Look up; and your darling,
From a beautiful home in the skies,
Will tell of a Comforter, Jesus,
Who'll wipe all ihe tears from your
eyes,

Then try to be patient my brother,
Whenever life’s pathway shall lead
Through thickets of briars and nettles,
Instead of the roee-covered mead,
Remember, its course was determined
By Jesus, your Saviour and Friend;
And leads to the purest enjoyment,
Of pleasure that never shall end.

e

POVERTY AND IGNORANCE.

Few people, I imagine, realize the
extreme dullness of the life of the
poor. Cut off from the many inter-
ests which education or the possess-
ion of money gives, they have little
left but the “trivial round, the com-
mon task,” which indeed furnishes
them with “room to deny them-

at least, “ the road to bring them
daily nearer to God.” This is espe-
cially true with regard to those men
who cannot read. Unable to compre-
hend the ever-living interest of watch-
ing public affairs, prevented by ig-
norance, from following even in out-
line the actions of nations, they are
thrown back on the affairs of their
neighbors, and center all their inter-
est in the sayings and doings of

narrelsome Mr. Jones, or much-
abused Mrs. Smith, It is difficult
for those of us to whom the world
seems almoat to full of interest to

some of these lives. Let us imag-
ine, for an instant, all knowledge of
history, geography, art, science, and
language blotted out ; all interest in

litics, social movements, discover-
1es, obliterated ; no society pleasures
to anticipate; mo trials of skill nor
tests of proficiency in work or play
to look forward to; no money at
command to enable us to plan some
pleasure for a friend or dependant ;
no books always at hand (the old
friends waiting silently till their ac-
quaintance is renewed, the new ones
standing ready ' to be learned and

change of scene wnd idea: ne memor-
ies laden with pleasures of travel ;
no objects of real beauty to look at.
‘What would our lives become ? And
yet this is a true picture of the minds
of thousands of the poorer classes,
whose time is passed in hard mono-
tonous work, or occupied in the petty
cares of many children, and in satis-
fying the sordid wants of the body.
In some cases precarious labor ad

‘the element of uncertainty to the|

other troubles, an element which, by.
the fact of its bringing some interest,

fold to the ms‘xzx[ cares of the house-
wife.— Cornhill Magazine

THE WINNING OF WEALTH.

We believe the winning of wealth
to be a perfectly legitimate pursuit.
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that wealth does not give the people
a chance to escape Irom poverty;
that it does not share its chances
with the poor, and point the path-
way for the poor towards prosperity.
As a rule wealth is only brotherly to-
wards wealth, and the poor man feels
himself cut off from sympathy with
those who have the power of winning
money. We may rest assured of one
thing namely, that the poor in the
future will insist on being recognised.
if they are mot recognized—if they
are ignored in the mad greed for
wealth at any cost to them—they
‘will niake the future a troubled and
terrible one for our children and our
‘children’s children.

CROOKED STICKS.

]

“Lord, I can’t make these sticks
erfectly straight; I bave lost all
y strength. Send me to another
But what is the answer of the
Holy Spirit? “You were not sent to
that field to take every creok out of
those sticks, you can’t perfect human
nature; that is my work.” Now®
there is something in every man—
ministers included—that is a little
guarly. It is peeuliar to the individ-
ual—a streak of the old Adam in
wrought in his individuality. Inone
it is stubbornness, in another suspici-

other a disposition to be critical, or
fault-ﬁnding, orcensorious. By what-
ever name 1t may be known, it is in
fact, a little twist of depravity, and
no human influence, no preacher, can
untwist it and straighten it out. It

bred, inwrought. So, when I dis-
cover what a man’s peculiar twist is,
I say, “The Lord only can take that

can help it.” I tried my hand at this
once on a good Scotch brother, and I
will never try it again. He was a
most unpromisitg subject, and I am
quite convinced that if I had had a
little more charity for his peculiari-
ties he would have been a very useful

man.
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blood purifier, Hearing of iis many wonder-
ful cur%a after al?other premedies h{d failed
mted the Labratory, and convineed m!

genuine merit. It is
, roots and herbs. eae{r: which is

ly effective, and they are compounded
in llrl«él‘xamanner as to produce astonishing
res A

VEGETINE.

Is the great Blood Purifier

VEGETINE.

Will cure the worst case of Scrofula.

VEGETINE.

Is recommended by physicians and apothe
oktine:

VEGETINE.

VEGETINE.

Meets with wond

VEGETINE.

i
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success in Murecurial

Cures Constipation and regulates the Bowels.

VEGETINE.

Is a valuable remedy for Headache.
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Vegetine.

2

Relieves Faintness at the Stomach.
¥ Veg €.
Cures Pains in the Back.

out of him, and I won’t touch it if I|
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it is an infallible remedy. If effectually rub-
Has effected some marvelous cures in cases of m u-ltm
Caneer. %Oﬂﬂll \ , and even g Glan’
VEGETINE | 'Gout Rheumatis
WSS N Cout, Rheumatism,
Cures the worstcasofe Canker- And every kind of SKIN DISEASE, it has never
been known to f \ '
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Brussells, Tapestry,Wool,Union

andHempCarpets,in all Prices

Cornices Made to Order
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SPECIAL

The Uriontal Tea Store,

Being determined to close gut our present
stock before 1st May, next. Wehave reduced
our price of Teas, dci’ylng competition, either
for good quality or low prices.

Parties in need of fine flavoured Teas; will i
do wellto give us a

BROWN& LEETCH,

221 Union Street,
St. John, N, B.

NOTICE.
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This Great Household Medicine ranks
amongst the leading necessaries of

These famous Pills purify the BLOOD,
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MILL SUPPLIES,

Ex. Quality @ber' Belting,

Pure Oak LeatherBelting
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ESTEY, ALWOOD & Co.

Prince Wm. 8t.,St. John N. B.
apla2lly : ;

Wholesale.
“JANURRY, 1881

By Late Arrivals we have now in Stockt

“NEW PRINTS

4] | Grey and White Oottons,Cotton Flar
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- Ready-Made Clothing.

Black and Colored Silks and Satins,

Crapes; A full assortment of Ribbons
just opened ; Lisse , quite
new; Tarlatans; Muslins, La

- Scarfs, Gloves, Corsets; Linen
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