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THE MISSIONARY’'S CALL, 

The following is the original, unabridg- 
ed form of * The Missionary’s Call.” by 
Dr. Nathan Brown, Baptist missionary to 
Japas. 

My soul is not at rest. 
strange 

And secret whisper to my spirit, like 
A dream of night, that tells me [ am on 
Enchanted ground. Why live I here? 

The vows 
Of God are on me, and I may not stop 
To play with shadows, or pluck earthly 

towers, 
Till T my work have done, and rendered 

uje 
Account. The voice of my departed Lord, 
“Go teach all nations,” from the Eastern 

Comes on the night air, and awakes my 
dl’, 

And 1 will go. I may no longer doubt 
To give up home and friends and idol 

hopes, 
And every tender tie that binds iny heart 
To thee, my country! Why should I re- 

gard 
Farth’s little store of borrowed sweets ? 

I sure 
Have had enough of bitter in my cup 
‘fo show that never was it his design 
Who placed me here, that I should live in 

ease 

Or drink at pleasure’s fountain. 

Henceforth, then, 
It matters not if storm or sunshine be 
My earthly lot—Dbitter or sweet my cup, 
I only pray, ** God fit me for the work— 

There conies a 

God make me holy and my spirit nerve 
For the stern hour of strife.” 

but know 
There is an arm unseeu that holds me up, 

Let me 

An eye that kindly watches all my path, 
Till I my weary pilgrimage have done, 
Let me but know [ have a friend that 

waits . 
To welcome me to glory and I joy 
To tread the dark and death-fraught 

wilderness. 

And when 1 come to stretch me for the 
last, 

In unattended agony, beneath 
The cocoa's shade, or lift my dying eyes | 
From Afric’s burning sand, it will be 

sweet 
That I have toiled for other worlds than 

this. 
1 knowg! shall feel happier than to die 

And if I should reach On softer bed. 
heaven— 

If one that has so deeply, darkly sinned— 
If one whom ruin and revolt have held 
With such a fearful grasp—if one for 

whom 
Satan has struggled as he hath for me, 
Should ever reach that blessed shore—Oh 

how 
This heart will glow with gratitude and 

love! 
And through the ages of eternal years, 
Thus saved, my spirit never shall repent 
‘That toil and suffering once were mine 

below. 
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© Who is this that cometh up from the 
wilderness. leaning upon her beloved?” 
—Solomen’s Song, viii. J. 

Not inappropriately is this course 
of sermons opened by the Baptists, 
as there are reasons for believing that 
they are the oldest body ofChristians 
who dissent from the assumptions of 

Historically 
they are not Protestants ; for while 
they sympathized with the protest of- 
fered by the reformers at the Diet of 
Spire, 1529,in which this now famous 
name originated, their existence ante- 

There is 
certainly no sufficient grounds for 
the statement 30 frequently hazarded, 
and so widely circulated that they 

of Roger 
Williams, Menno, or of Thomas Mun- 

Menno Simonis united with 
them in 1537, and prior to that time 
in 1527, Zwingle published in the 
second part of his Elenchus contra 

of the earliest 
ith and two 

ears before, in 15625, Munzer ended 
is labors beneath the headsman’s 

the Romish church. 

dates it by many centuries. 

are the spiritual offsprin 

zer. 

Catabaptistas, aon 
confession of their fa 

axe. Zwingle also admits, while call 
ing them “fanatical, stolid, andacious 

upilt, 

tles asthey do not regard such afsucces- 
sion as indispensable to the walidity 
of their ordination or their ordinances. 
It may be possible to showyas I'think 
it is, that primiteChristianity perpet- 
uated itself in the Novation commun- 
ities which, according to Kurtz, pre- 
vailed «“ almost “through the whole 
Roman empire,” and which were sub- 
sequently known as Donatists, Mon. 
tanists, bodies of beiievers who are 
classed together by Alizog, Ebrard, 
Herzog, Jacobi, and Fricke, and with 
whom the Baptists of our day are in 
substantial accord, and it may further 
be inferred from the writings of the 
venerabie Bede,. that in Britain the 
earliest churches agreed with these 
sects in every essentiai particular,bat 
that in the course of time they were 
almost exterminated by the corrup- 
tions of the papacy, a few only sur 
viving in Wales, aud were resuscita- 
ted perhaps through the labors of 
the Lollards, whose views were car- 
rent in England daring the fourteenth 
century, and ultimately became. 
known as Anabaptists. From Eng- 
land their principles were transmitted 
to America (no:by Roger Williams, 
as was proven by the Rev. Dr. Dun- 
can in his History), where they have 
taken deep root, and where they 
flourish to a degree quite remarkable. 
All this very likely could be substan. 
tiated, and ac unbroken succession 
established, were there interests of 
sufficient magnitude at stake to justi 
fy the effort. But they are not.” The 
Baptists are convinced that the 
churches of one generation are 
under no necessity of tracing their 
existence to those of preceding ages. 
They contend that itis in harmony 
with the geniva of Christianity to 
suppose that baptized believers enjoy | 
an indefeasible right to organize 
themselves when and where they 
please into churches, and that when 
thus organized they are duly author- 
ized by Christ 10 ordain to the minis- 
try and to administer the ordinances. 
The cumbrous machinery and magical 
eflicacy of ecclesiastical succession 
they repudiate as contrary to the 
simplicity of the gospel, and as unfit 
ted to meet the vicissitudes and trials 
of such a world as this. According 
to their theory, if the churches of one 
period should become extinct through 
persecution or corruption; without 
the consent of priest, potentate or 
council they can be re-constituted or 
re-formed at any subsequent period 
whenever a company of disciples 
shall so determine. On the supposi- 
tion that this elastic doetrine is Secrip- 
tural the Baptists feel that they may 
be indifferent to their descent, and 
consequently lay no stress upon it 
whatever. They argue that if they 
are apostolic in their principles and 
practice, it matters little from whence 
they came or how they came. 
To enable you to form an intelli- 

gent opinion as to the extent of their 
conformity to such a standard,I have 
been requested te present in this dis- 
course what the Baptists believe. In 
performing this congenial bnt un- 
sought for service, I am not unmind- 
ful of the delicacy of my position,and 
while exercising all the freedom 
which the invitation to speak implies 
I trust I shall not fail in that courtesy 
which its acceptance imposes. 

Baptists believe in 

THE SUPEREMINENCE OF 

SCRIPTURKS. 

THE HOLY 

Whatever theories of iuspiration may 
divide their scholars, they uniformly 
hoid that the Bible contains a revela- 
tion from God, which is all sufficient 
both for faith and practice. While 
they do not deny that “the heavens 
declare the glory of Ged,” and would 
rather encourage than interdict the 
reverent study of nature, they are 
parsnadad that the world has little to 
ope for religiously from that source. 

They fail to see any signs that nataral- 
istic worship has ever promoted the 
spiritual interests of mankind, or is 
fitted to do so, and are therefore un- 

help to fellowship, and as a vindica- 
tion from the misregiroscntatifgy of 
adversaries, 5 ein) 
The Baptists sincerely, serigiisly 

and alone adopt the immortal 
saying of Chilingworth, ¢ the Bible 
the whole Bible, nothing but the Bi- 
ble, the religion of Protestants,” as 
their fundamental principle by which 
they are prepared to stand or fall. And 
it is at this point that their troubles 
begin. When other religious bodies 
claim the right to modify or’ abolish 
institutions, that are solemnly sanc- 
tioned by Scripture, orto supersede 
them with ordinances of their own 
devising, they feel called on to pro- 
test against the assumption as tend- 
ing to lessen the authority of revela. 
tion, and as encouraging the rational- 
istic to reject it altogether. If a be- 
liever may trifle with impunity with 
the least conmand of God, how can 
he expect to inspire the. skeptical 
with reverence even for [the greatest? 
If he consults his own convenience, 
follows his own fancies in dealing 
with these great matters, and if he is 
an eclectic 1n faith and practice, how 
can he successfully controvert those, 
who acting on the seif-same principle, 
select for their guidance the ethics of 
the Bible and rejeot its- theology ? 
There seems to be no via media, no 
middle ground, and satisfied of this, 
the Daptists make their determined 
stand on the side of God’s truth. 
They who fail to pérceive the spirit 
by which they are animated, are dis- 
posed at times to attribute their 
scrupulousness to unworthy narrow- 
ness. Ridicule and reproach are 
heaped upon them for simply doing 
what Protestants extol, when they 
are not in question, as the course 
which they themselves are pursuing-- 
following the Scriptures strictly in 
spirit and in letter. It is not for me 
to criticise the consistency of our 
critics, but assuredly we have a right 
to expect that they shall treat ours 
with consideration and respect. If 
they think we are wrong in adhering 
to the Bible so rigidly, let them say 
80 ; but in the name of justice let 
them not exalt its fauthority, and in 
the same breath characterize us as 
bigots for doing what they themsel- 
ves admit it commmands, 
The Baptists believe in 

THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SUFFERING 

SAVIOUR. 

They are heartily and radically evan- 
elical in their views of salvation. 
The form of their faith is expressed 
by the Apostie Paul in the words, 
“ God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that. while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more then 
being. now justified by his bloed, 
we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.” The divinity of Christ, 
the efficiency of the atonement, 
and the sovereignty of grace are car- 
dinal doctrines with them. They 
teachfthat religion is a personal affair, 
that it springs from the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart impelling the 
the sinner towards the Saviour, in 
whom,and in whom: alcne,is everlast- 
ing life. That this work effects a 
spiritual renovation, and is the source 
of I thought that salvation is limited 
to the Baptists or to any other section 
of Christendom ; and it affords me the 
profoun ies. satisfaction to expect 
that in heaven I shall meet all who 
have loved our Lord Jesus Christ on 
earth, whether they were called Rom- 
anist, Kpiscopalian, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Unitarian, or by no de- 
pominational name at all. 
"The Baptists believe in 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE VISIBLE 

CHURCH. 

They claim that the communities 
founded by Christ and organized by 
the apostles were composed of those 
mio ad been Kpaivten by the Spirit. 
Of gaurse it is not denied. that such 
characters as Simon, Magus in- 
trude, but itis eontended that it was 

an approach to the order and life of 
the ‘church leg,’ 
Jog (A tis) 
fies ® that ; ptists 
ed was agp 
charch of believgrs.” "This w 
tremendous heresy for which the 

death in ages when secularism had 
corrupted the = kibgdémr 6f Christ. 
They saw that the church and the 
world were in unholy alliance, and 
that the temple of she Lord had be 
come a def of thieves, ‘and“they per- 
sistently sought to correct the evil, 
The remedy ttey proposed was a re. 
turn of the institution of Christ—a 
gonverted membership. Kings and 
ecclesiastics, who lorded it over the 
church, denounced them as traitors, 
inquisitors adjudged them to be here- 
tics, and Protestants, such as Luther 
and Zwingle, looked upon them as 
fanatics. Their warnings were ig- 
nored and their endeavors to secure 
a return to the primitive standard of 
piety were derided at the time of the 
eformation, and as a consequence 

its churches became as worldly and 
as subservient to the State as an 
that had preceded them. In England, 
in Scotland, in Germany, in France, 
the fundamental error of Ronanism 
was perpetuated by State ecclesiasti- 
cal establishments claiming to be 
Protestant. The humiliating and 
shameful history of these bodies I 
shall not undertake to relate. 

This radical view of the essential 
nature of the visible church deter- 
mines, to some extent, the. character 
of its government. Gibbon (Decline 
and Fall of Roman Empire) testi- 
fies that “for more than ene liundred 

every society formed within itself a 
separate and independent republic § 
and Mostheim acknowledges that 
“the churches of these early times 
‘were entirely independent one of an- 
other,” The same. historian adds, 
Whoever supposes that the bishops 
of the first and golden age of the 
church corresponded with the bishoy.s 
ot the following centuries, must blend: 
and confound characters that are 
very different. For im this century 
and the next a bishop had charge of 
a single church, which might ordin- 
arily be contained in a private house ; 
nor was he its lord, but was in reality 
its minister or servant.” Rev. G. A. 
Jacob, D.D., late head master of 
Christ's Hospital, England, an Epis- 
copal writer of some brilliancy, in his 
work on The Ecclesiastical Poltty 
of the New Testament confirms these 
views. He says (page 26), “The ap- 
.ostles had no successors in their of- 
fice.” * * * «They stand alone as 
‘men appointed and commissioned by’ 
Christ himself, and not by man; 
whereas all Christian ministers since 
their time, of whatsoever order or de- 
gree, have been fallible men, and have 
been appointed and commissioned by 
man—by the authority of the particu- 
lar church in which they were to min- 
ister.” And on page 146 he contin- 
ues, “Though the whole church might 
be termed a spiritual monarchy un- 
der Christ its king, each Christian 
community was a republic. The 
clergy were its representative and re- 
sponsible officers; and as such were 
invested with official authority, and 
were entitled to dae respect and sub- 
mission.” 
What these impartial witnesses 

thus set forth as the teachings of the 
New Testament, is good, sound Bap- 
tist doctrine, and. geewms to flow nee 
essarily from the Sgrigtural concep- 
tion of a church. If its members 
converted, if they enjoy equal spirit- 
ual privileges in Chrigt, then it must 
follow when they are organized into 

ment. Consequen 
4 self-governin 

and bound to other bodies only b 

poor people suffered affliction and 

years after the denth of the apostles, 

ally given by Christ and his apostles. 
are Baptism precedes the, Lord's. up 

a society, that being all qualified, t 
should alike Datuicis % its pad 

‘with us every|e 
local congregation 
and independent, sabject to no eccles- | 
iastical mterference from without, ; 

the ties of common faith and mutual | the ta 

authority already. G, who says 
27h)y “Bike moflern Epi 

p actual exis- 
tence.” .. “There.is. no trace. of it..un- 
til the last part of the second cen- 
tutyl” In this particular than a de- 
parture has taken place. Unconscious 
babes have been substituted through- 
put , a large portion of Chris- 
tendom for those. to whom this 

administer- ordinance was exclusivel 
ed in primitive times. And the same] 
is true of the act itself from which 
the ceremony derives its name. On 
this point, as on the foregoing, I 
could quote a multitude of authorities 
dare I'trespass so far'on your 
natare ; but I will merely cite one of 
the most recent, Dean Stanley.  * He 
declares that « for the first thirteen 
hundred years thé almost universal 
practice of baptism was that of whieh 
we read in the New Testament, and 
hich is the very jmeaning of the 
ord ¢ baptize’—that those who were 

baptized were plunged, submerged, 
immersed into the water. And he 
adds, “The rubric(of the church of 
England) in the Public Baptism for 
infants enjoins that, unless for special 
cases, they are to be dipped, not 
sprinkled.”s (See Nineteenth Century 

et. 1879.) I suppose that it will 
hardly be questioned that the Dean of 
Westminster, in this p voices 
the conviction of modern wcbolasatiip? 
The learned of all denominations are 
on his side ; and we may regard it as 
settled beyond debate that the prim- 
itive form of baptism was immersion, 

The Baptists contend that it should 
be ‘maintained; that in all its essential 
features—subjects and acts us well— 
it should be perpetuated. They be- 
lieve this because it cannot be shown 
that any body of disciples, or any 
ecclesiastical council is empowered to 
‘modify or alter a divine institutidn. 
Wheun the text can be quoted author- 
izing any one to annul or amend 
God’s’ baptismal law, then the Bap- 
tist will acknowledge the validity of 
sprinkling ; but until then they must 
regard the assuthed right as fictitious, 
presumptuous and dangerous. They 
also fail to see how a symbolic act 
can be radically changed and the 
symbol yet remain. It is of the 
nature of a sign that it bear some re- 
semblance to the idea signified. How 
then, can the sign be seriously tam- 
pered with, and the idea be express- 
ed just the same ? If this is impossi- 
ble, and that it is all thoughtful per- 
sons must admit, then the primitive 
form of baptism must be retained, 
otherwise it cannot speak the mes- 
sage that it was designed to commun- 
icate. By consulting Rom. vi. 8,5; 
Col. ii, 12; 1 Cor. xv. 29 and 1 Peter 
iii. 21, iv will be seen that the ordin-* 
ance 1s related to tke resurrection of 
Jesus, and tothe spiritual quickening 
from sounl-death of the sinner.It shows 
forth the great fact on which Chris 
tianity rests, and the great moral 
transformation it effects. A burial 
in water, with the subsequent emer- 
gence from the flood, impressively 
suggests these ideas ; and it they are 
to be expressed at all, the symboliza- 
tion must be perpetuated. Aspersion 
does not and cannot su gest a resur- 
rection either spiritual or literal, and, 
consequently, Baptists feel bound to 
preserve that which can. = For these 
reasons they insist on keeping invio- 
late the ordinance as it was origin- 

per, and according to the unife 
testimony of the creeds and he Ne 

iste.” Ir Ee | their advocacy 6 

good | dissolation, 

was from the first 

phe wd i 
and forget:that wd are 
such men as meyer, y 
early. part.of the sixteenth. cep 
dotirod at “Faith is in the he 
and you cannot force that by thr 

Thought and belief 
not be obstructed by violence 
fettered by, disabilisies, hut. ara 
toll free in’ all travel and eemmer 
mind.” This Baptist pastor of W 
shut in these words expresses the y 
found conviction of our people w 
led them to denounce as unholy 
alliance between church “and §: 
and side with every moment fo 

For this ecduse 
counted not their lives dear, ang 
its triumph both in Europe 
America they sutréndered everyth 
that men deem desirable on earth, 
it is beautiful ! pathetically beaut 
to mark the devotion of these mer 
the principle of religious liberty, 
though they were humble aad ge 

com 

sense and deep spiritual insight 
abled them to perceive that the: 
in -its relations with the Supe 
should be untrammeled by 
authority and unawed by ea 

They foresaw what the 
rudent, the lordly bishop: 

the "hooded priest, could not 
themselves to regard as possible, 

rinces, states and even 
clesiastics would wake from the 
delusion of ages and acknowle 
the right of every human being 
unblp Gud according to the ¢ 

his own conscience. 
sweet hope they lived, for this 
faith they uncomplainingly suffe 

and chaius. 

ally unlettered, their stron 

power. 
and 

kings, 

tates o 

and now their childre 

their patient toil and tears. 

descendaiits hol 

arianismfin 
tien fot the 

Their ancient 

ly: They 
of infidels and atheists to 

to defend it. 

laugh, the jurer. © The 
but hope Log ih the 

will never ‘in any sha 
America. Sovereignty 
is also part of the o 

of personal 
kb 
to do so 

fellowship consol 
> £& ES 

U . practice of all denominations, 
he bY 

o 

5 

‘world, inherit the glofious fruitage 

What these Baptists believed wi 
it cost something 16 beliéve it, th 

and cherish. T 
still stand for the sovereigaty. of « 
science. They are opposed to 

bers oe reli oe : 
porations, and to bin, tm | 
looks like a policy of -proseripii 

\ntagonists, the Rongiye 
Catholics, who formerly took emingor 
delight iy burning them, they we 
not have molested-on aceoudt of 
faith, or treated in any sense - libe 

Christianity altogether if ‘they 
and would, were it necessary, go 

sympathize with the farcical attits 
of seme’ members of ‘the 
House of Commons, whose 
tious scruples will not permit th 
to sit with Bradlaagh, the athe 
but would consent to sit with Br 

BONS0O. 

ono 
member will steadily refuse to ta 
an oath to which he cannot hones 
subscribe, and that such a mooke 

occur 
‘conscier 
ie law 

their churches. Their members a 
ministers are free to think for the 
selves, and while some measure 
agreement is absolutely essential 
unity of aim and action, they 
‘not inclined to magnify it at pe 

nal penden 
hey desire all who unite with th 

froma sense “of duty; 
‘only ask, when ‘they 'ean no long 

ea 

Int 

11 

» 

3 

1t 

can 

impious,” their great antiquity, for # love, or united to willing to commit them to the keep- 
he writes, The iostitution of Ana- fing of so weak a guardianship, God |of faith, s family of God, a brother. | thérance of general interests’ which | exclusive and r baptism is no novelty, but for 1300 in Hie works must sopplemented by ay for sw Dr. Schaff says, fn: be more vigorously prosecuted |have. ~Kithe [UTIURYS I TOS very 1 aa years has caused great disturbance in| God in his word ;and that word “Paul defines the church as the i Toe ¥ obs bog or HOH ET Tp 8 ER Coed 
the church™—that is, to within three | must be comprehensive enough to{of Jess Christ. He thus represents it ee P——- - V Ag ; Ina Ved Bu fit Snore gn hundred years of our Saviour’s birth. | meet the varied and deep necessiti { as an organic living system of various | THE VAR T THE SYMBOLIC OR- ph. ner A en Are “| nes 
Mosheim, the Lutheran church his-| of such a race as ours. The Baptists| members and functions; and at the| = = 1 awcRs. ident 9 pu pn. ge VIDUAL 1 on 
Lorian, not only testifies that before | have no confidence in the claims that| same. time as tho abode. of Jhrist| These are b nant te EO phi bo the rise of Luther and Calvin ther have been put forth of late on behalf|and the organ of his rede supper. ‘were to be perp lay concealed in almost all the coun-| of reason in its relation to HolyWrit. fluence upon the is Sided i. % 
tries of people who adhered | The assumption, that Wis du lec in this st Sox tenaciously to the princi of thelto judge in advance what a revel 
modern Dutch tion Aid. SAL 0 reat fa or 

. 8 that Sporn ; SAREE 9 RR RARE 
PRT * 

4 

EE Le Melo Ee re eg 

made Eo 
a - 3 

p BS 

L 

igs 

R
-
N
E
 

E
E
 

4
 

=
 

v > 3 2 

a A mp O% -u a ¥ 

h
y
 

b
o
 

. 
A
 — A a Bi PRWEE J


