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CIRCULAR LETTER.

THE PASTOR’S OFFICE AND RELATION T0O HIS CHURCH.

3 . 1 . b 3
Being impressed with the importance of the Pastor’s of-

Sce and the vital union Le bears to the church,we beg leave
+0 address to you dear Brethiren on this hll])ject, this our "‘:

Circular Letter.

THE PASTOR'S OFFICE.

Of a1l callines that of the Pastor or under-shepherd 18 the
most sacred.  In its orizin it is divine. It belongs distine-
tively to God and Christianity.

The Protestant Pastor gees forth, not a mere profession-
a' official or humanly appointed priest but a divinely com-

missioned and God called laborer in the Vineyard of his
L.ord. His credentials are from on high. ¢ Called not of
rhen or by men but by Jesus €hrist and God the Father
w0 raised him from on high.,” Ile whe goes forth upon
mere human authority, armed alone with intellectual power
w il not slay the Goliath’s who defy the Lord’s host.}

The Pastor’s hope of success is, that God has called and
qualitied him, and hence will approbate and bless him in
the work.

THE PASTOR'S OBJECT.

is to bring men to Christ ; the noblest that can occupy the
mind. This implies more than adding names to a church- |
book, or even the gathering in of sinners. The Pastor m?y
tHil, unaided by the church : he may see many broug%\t. 1n-
to the field, and yet Zion may languish and the spiritual
lite’s blood of the church be at a low ebb.

The building up of Christian character is as important &
work as the conversiou of sinners. 1f the Pastor succeed in
developing a healthy Chistian life in the Chureh, it in turm,
becomes a co-worker with him in the spread of gospel truth,
and in attaining among, or ix, others the higher Christian
1'fe, needful to be meet for the Master’s use. In this work
his 0w religious life and example will be a standard : hence
his influence in society should be a‘leavening force for the
Saviour, fhaving for his highest aim the glory of God
through Christ Jesus.

He is to feed the flock which Christ purchased, and pro-
tect them from the many dangers to which they are expos-
od. To do this, he must have a perpetual oversight, and
care of, the church. The Pastor is an ambassador of God ;
sent by, and living in communion with Jehovah. carrying
offers of salvation from God to man, and deeply interested
in the reconciliation of the parties. Again, he is to be a
taacher ; ¢ one apt to teach’, able to instruct the people. In
order for souls to grow in the divine life they must receive
divine instruction.

In this work he deals, not with his own opinions, or even
human wisdom, but with divine truth as an irresistible force.
In the power of that truth he should have a sublime confi-
dence, knowing that «“ My word shall not return to me void.”

He is a leader of the Lord’s host and governor of men ;
hence to succeed he needs not only divine help but execa:
tive ability. vt ’

In viewing the Pastor’s office we get an idea of the sac-
red relation he bears to his flock. He stands in their midst,
a member of their body and their presiding ofticer. They
have chosen him for their spiritual instructor. They ac-
knowledge that he possesses superior gifts and ability to
teach. They have accepted him as God’s ambassador to
them, to settle the great concerns of eternity ; and when lay-
ing hands upon him have virtually said that ¢ God has call-
ed 2ud qualified him to discharge among us the sacred duties
of his effice.” Thus, with him, they have entered inte the
most binding and solemn relations, pledging him Christian
fidelity and temporal support while he ministers to their
spiritual wants.

But alas ; In how many instances are these reiations sev-
ered and obligations broken.

For example : A man goes into a community where there
is 5 small Baptist churcl. Ie can talk fluently and possess-
es the faculty of exciting the emotional nature ; and, donbt-
Jess as a lay member would be useful in the church. He
commmences work. The people become interested, many, are
excited, and no doubt some are benefited. The communi-
ty is enthusiastic, not so much for the cause, as for the new
man. Their sympathies for a time dwarf their judgment.

They feel that the Lord of the harvest has sent down %o
them a shining light. They must have the man ordained.
1t is almost like sacrilege to dissent from them even in opin-
ion. They know of neighboring churches who will,upon good
grounds, oppose the movement ; hence they invite those
whom they believe will comply with their wishes. The
council convenes; the man is ordained and in our religious
periodicals appears a glowiag account of the ability of the
new Pastor, and the maguitude and power of his work.
But soon the excitement subsides ; the interest is gone, and
things appear as they really are. The church awakes to
the painful truth that their Pastor is not angelic, but human,
and has wants like other men. They also realize that he
cannot supply their needs and that he is void of those qpal-

ifications indispensible to success as a Pastor, In their bet-,

ter judgement they say “ he is not the man we took him te
be.” and in this they are right.
The new Pastor soon learns shat it is to his interést 5 well

as that of the people’s, to seek another field of labor, or, as_
is often the case other employment. Thus a man is turned -

out upon the denomination and we have to accept him ass

God called and properly equipped Minister of Jesus Christ. -
Such a Baptisv church, counselled by two or three others
of similat views, has transacted business of the most sacred
‘and important character, and the denomination as an intelli- |
even suffet from the aots of
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church take hold of akgbe counselled by a man of whom

they know little or nothing ; when in doing it they regret

the counsel of a Pastor, whe has prowed worthy of their

confidence. Let the churches beware of those men and ever

remember their first obligation is to éieir Pastors, the men
&

of their cholee 4 .
But very much of this uupleasantness arises from the idea,

“first on the part of the church, that.it is an independent

body having a right to ordain any man and unsettle him at
pleasure. - And second, on the part of the denomination
that the man thus unsettled is a regular minister of the de-
nomination, and it is our duty te aceept him as such and re-
coive his deansel ; and though we have a Pastor yet we are
independent and -not obligated to-heed his gifts.  Some
churches willingly claim the Pastor as their servant but ig-
nore the fact that it is their duty to be snbject to the gifts
bestowed on him, of the Lord. If hegive counselor express
an opinion on an important subject, he is soon told that he
is the servant of the church and hence has no voice. Thus
they reject the very gifts thal they have acknowledged God
has called him to exercise in their midst. Heis the servant
of Christ and not of the church. “One is your master” even
Christ. No church is independent of, or complete without
its Pastor. We believe in churgh independence but we
should draw a disgnction between independence and license.
Is it church independence for us to ordain a man, keep him
'a few months, and then turn him upon the body {of other
shurches of the same faith. To ignore their counsel in im-
portant maters and obiigate them to endorse our acts and
Judgement? It may be independeace, but it does not, to
us appear, reasonable. Is}it consistent for the minority to
deliberate for, and regret the counsel of, the majority upon
the most vital questions? But it may be urged that the
church deliberates for itself, and not for the denominatien.

Then I ask what right has that church, to, in a few
months, turn that man upon the denomination and under
what obligation are we to accept him as a regular minister?
Many of our ckurches appear to think they ordain men
for the denomination which is inconsistent with their idea
of church independence. The same independence claimed
by a charch in ordaining a Pastor, granted to the denomin-
ation as a body, releases it from reiation to that man thus

“called, and obligation to accept the judgement of that inde-

pendent church. Also the courtesy which obligates the de-
nomination to recognize the deliberations of a church obliga-
tes that church to counsel the denoniination in such delibera-
tions.

Let, we say, the circumstances and neefls of a chureh
with the man of their choice for Pastor be presented before
the intelligence of our denémination. Let the Brethren'
conslut not the momentary feelings of church or candidate,
but upon what will ultimately benefit the cause of God and
be for his glory.

And it appears to me that the church refusing to be thus

toomeflod, abuses its independence and fails to exhibit the

spirit of Christ. ¢ In the multitude of counsellers there is
safety.” Such sacred relations should not be entered,when

" the church 8 being borne along on the flood-tideof excite-

ment, but with calm deliberation and in the fear of God.
Tet the church consider not merely the present feeling, but
their future condition and necessity. They should know
that the man of their choice has gifts adapted to their par-
ticular needs. Let them also fully know the wants of the
man thus qualified and called of God. The Pastor feels his

. call is for life and let the church feel that upon that basis he

becomes their permanent guide and spiritual teacher : that

to them he is united by solemn ties.
“ And we beseech you Brethren to know them which la-

bor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish
you ; and to esteem them very higkly in love for their work’s
sake.” 1. Thes. 5:12-13. ¢ But watch thou in all things en
dure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full
proof of thy ministry.” 2. Tim. 4:5.

Josera CanILL.

A WORDOF ENCOURAGEMENT BY THE WAY.

BY RFV. J. E. CRACKNELL.
‘‘ He careth foryou.”” 1 Pet. v, 7.

Sweet thoaght ; believer, Jesus cares for you. Obscure,
despised, unworthy though yeu deem yourself to be, the
Lord has interest in you.

Are we not tempted sometimes to think that we are too
small, too insignificant to be under the notice, or to occup
the goncern or attention, of the God of heaven—that it is
inconsistent with his dignity to be ocoum with the petty
interests of his creatures? Infidel philosophy may argue
thus, but what a contrast with the teaching of him who
said, “ Are not five sparrows seld for two %arthin and
not one of them is forgotten before God ?*And consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, néither do
they spin ; and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in
all his glory was not arr:ied like: one of these.” ' Plainly
does the Great Teacher aflirm that, waile' there i§ nothing
in conscieus or inanisiate nature that is 100 vast for his pow-
er, there.is nothing too minute for his car
the %reamt. he appoints the least. .- He i#'God all-sufficient ;
nothing can exist without his support, nothing can transpire
iy G oudad tor & and 41 ol wi

hile God cares for all, and “is good'to all;”’ he speci
K:ugth for {W,Q humble believer in Jesus,

ght with
Savioar’s -and sealed with the earnest 2 :
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2. Itis conjugal care. In the Lord
of glory, in the person of the, Son of
God, the union is formed. * Thy
Mak8r is thy husband.” We read of
the « bride of the Lamb’s wife.,” The
figure is expressive of closeness of
interest, and warmth of affection.The
heavenly Bridegroom supplies all the
wants of his bride out of his own
fulness, protecting her by his power ;
she cannot be poor while he is rich,
nor weak while he is strong, and,
guided all through the wilderness,she
shall at lest con.e out of it leaning up-
on her Beloved. Your Husband car-
eth for you. . ... . s

3. It 1s regal care. ‘The Lord of
glory is the King of saints, and his
subjects are brought to his throne to
confide in his care and rest in his
continued protection and all-wise
government. He has made us kings
and priests unto God and his Father,
and says, “ Where I reign you shall
reign, and when I sit on my throne
you shall sit down with me.” Your
King careth for you.

4. It ir pastoral care. David said,
the “ The Lord is my shepherd, I
shall not want.” He remembered how
he had led his flock by the still wat-
ers—how he had made them to lie
down in shady nooks by the side of
the river—how in the summer’s heat
he had led them on the high hills
that they might have the cool air,and
how, when the winter set in, he had
led them into the valleys that thev
might be hidden from the cold. Well
could he remember the tender care
with which he protected the lambs
and carried them, how carefuily he

tended the wounded flock, and how
he went after and brought back the
wanderers. All this David well re-
membered, and then looking up he
said “TheLord is my Shepherd.” And
he is thine, thou weak and trembling
lamb—thine, thou wayward, wander-
ing sheep ; and all this will he do
for thee, for he <ays—“I know my
sheep, and I give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never peiisk,
peither shall any pluck them out of
my hand.” Your Shepherd careth

This care is perpetual ; in all the
various difficulties, in ali the multi-
plied sorrows, in all the tribulation
through which you may pass, remem-
ber, thou pilirim to a better land
that he who has borne thy sins car-
ries thy sorrows, and bids thee cast
thy care upon him with the promise
that he will sustain thee ; and never
shall a time.come when it will cease
to be true “ He careth for you.”

York Town, Surrey.

AMERICAN

We are now receiving the finest assortment of
LADIES, MISSES,
CHILDREN AND GENT’S

Fine Boots,
SHOES & SLIPPERS

of very best makes cver brought to-8t. [Johp.

Valpey’s Shoe Store, -
Corner of King and Canterbury Sts

HE subscriber offers for sale that pleasant-
ly situated farm on the eastside ofBelisle

Bay, owned and occupied by the subsgriber,

conuin;n& one hundred and fifty (150) acres

about half of which is cleared a cul-

tivation and the remainder is coverec

hard ‘and soft wood, lndalnyo tity of
( at the

e for 5 orop this year. - Any per-
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|| NBW MILLINERY,
#|LADIES HATS AND BONNE?S,

SELECT SCHOO],

(PRINCIPALS:

. Miss DUVAL and MRS. ALL
M1S8 G.A. LOCKHART, B, 8. opil
- artment.

T—
Mathematiog

HIS B8chool comprises three oours
T study- - Primary; Intermediate ande&a:f
sical. Frenc' Drawing and Note Singing 4
included in the Ir termediate Course, "

EXTRAS,

German, Painting in Oil and W )
or';,h and Ar’g NeedleWork. Instmmengf!}.wu(é?({.
date:fe or four boarders can Le accommg.

Further partigulars made known on ap "
cation,_personn]lg or by mail, te MISS L'.
VAL‘fZ{)o{’feters street, St. John, N. B. ;
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A.CHRISTIE & Co.

PLAINING. MOULDING &MiLL
BUILUERS,
ANYRARELRERS 200 D& OORS,

Walnut Pictare- Frames Mondings

POLISHED AND UNPOLISHED.

Stair Rails,
Balusters,
Newel Posts,
Jig Sawing,
Brackets, &c.

A. CHRISTIE & Co.,

5 Waterloo Street, Saint John, N. B,

ALEX. CHRISTIE.
JOHN FERGUSON,

C. E. Burnham &son;

WHOLESALE ANpYRETAIL

Manufacturers and Deal-
ers in

Furniture§& Excelsior

Warerooms—383 and 85 Charlotte St
Factory— Celebration, St. Portland.

The SBubscriber takes pléasure in inform
ing his patrons and the publje that on Jan-
ua.w 18t he associated with him his two sons,
C W. BURNHAM and 8.L. T. BURNHAM, under
the firm name of C.E, BURNHAM & ‘SONS,

C. E. BURNHAM.
8t. John, Feb. 8, 1881. febls

Soecial” Adhouceme
NEW GOODS.

SPRINGY.

JAMES S. MAY,

Merchant Tailor,

Would announce to his Customérs and the
/ Public that he has opened .an ¢

Splendid Lot of Spring Goods

Consisting of ENGLISH and SCOTCH TWEED
FINE DIAGONALS, SPRING OVERCOAT.
INGS and a Large Varietyof PANT N
GOODS, which have been selected wifh vare,
bought close and on the most favorable

te N
.F(}uh Customers would find it to_their
vantage to call and examine, ; :

mar? 48 King and 64 Germain Streets.
Removal Notice.

My friends and the publie: 1 ™ake this op—
Po nity of returni to {ou my sincere
hanks for the very liberal patronage be--
stowed upon me during the past seventeen
ye‘au I ht:‘lr‘e bee:t mlbus n“l.ﬁ s
now take great pleasure in informing you,
that I have removed Stock of Groceries,.
Flour, Fruit, and Pmmm. to my '

TETW STORE
NO 25. Kine Squarg, (North Side)..
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