-, their own land again,

'
. ¥ireng

Lo — s
>
O
PItAYER.
/3y J1AV/. PRAYED JOR THE' (LUEE
XXII.32,)

Fain: wot, weary pilgrin,
¥aint not by the way,
Listen to your Saviour—
What doth Jesus say?
‘* Bver as the day is,
S0 thy strength shall be;
Let 1ot courage fail thee,
[ ave prayed for thee.”

Whas tho’ sore temptaticna
Meet you in the way,

Fear not, humbleChristian.
1) ve your fears away.

10 thy tribulations
Louk to Calvary;

Hear your dying Saviour
Praying still for thee,

Though the raging tempier,
Sevking for his prey,
Tries to turn your footsteps
From the narrow way;
If you firm resist him,
He will from you flee;
Fear not you will conquer,
Jesus prays for thoee.

What though friends forsake you,
Eartlhly comforts fall,

(ast your care on Jesus,
Let not fears prevail,

Sec yvourloving paviour
Suff’ring on the tree,

Bleeding, groaning, dying,
Praying stil! for thee.

Whart though you may meet with
Trials in the way,

Leau upon your Saviour,
He will be your stay.

Onward press with courage,
Feeble though you be,

Never be disheartened—
** 1 have prayed for thee.”

How these words of comfort
IIeavenly jovimnart!
May they be torever
Stampced upcn my heart.
Blessed cousolation,
Naught so sweet can be
As the words of Jesus—
1 have prayed for thee.”

Fisitor Lupitt,

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.

A New Sermox BY Rev, C. H. Spee-
GEON.

‘ And 1t shall come to pass, when ye be
multiplied and increased in the land, in
those day, saith the Lord, they shall say
no more, The ark of the covepant of the
Lord: ncither shall it come to wind:
meither shall they remember it: neither
shall they visit it; neither shall that De
deneany more ’—JEREMIAH 3: 16,

Thiz text speaks concerning the
mater'al ark. I should like to append
to that another, which speaks o¥ the
ark spiritually, and tells .3 where its
antitype is to be found.

‘“ And the temple of Ge ' was opened in
Theaven, and there was seci in his temple
the ark of his testament (or cevenant).”’
—REv. 11:19, -

When inward piety is low the ex-
ternals of reli%]ion are frequeftly cried
up. Those who know nothing of God
arethe very people to exclaimconcern-
ing themselves and their brethren,
< The temple of the Lord, the tem-

le of the Lord are these.” The

harisees, who were furthest from
God, were the most bitter advo-
cates of citualism and formalism ;
they would not even have a mar
healed un the Sabbath day, or allow
the hungry to rub a few ea' : of corn
out of the husks. It is not ulways so:
but yet too often, ¢ The nearer the
church the further from God.” The
more gown, the less grace. The
more phylactery, the less sanctity.
“The more of ecclesiasticism, the less
of true zodliness. On the other hana
whenever the Spirit of God is largely
poured out, although the ordinances
of God are carefully attended to, yet
as external things are sure to be put
into their proper place, and that pro-
per place is a secondary one.

The spiritual is put formost and the
ritualistic is pllaced hindnioct when

e i3 large iven. It was so
% Davitll‘ginyt.hgi fifty-first Psalm :

when he had made a hearty confes-
.sion of his sin, and cried to God for

mercy, he uttered these mewcrable
- words, “ Thou desirest not sacrifice ;
-else would I give it: thou delightest
met in burnt offerings.” He pats
aside the symbol because he has -
clearer view of the substance. Thui
is exactly the case with the

m
sauly si al; but God in His merey

ack into
" «And I will give you ‘
to mine heart,w

my text ;: they had been
ed to turn to t.l;emamd to
and be says—
accord-

THE - CHRISTTAN VISITOR.

read in oureecond text—* the temple

there was seen in His temple the ark
of his covenant.’ _
1. First, then, let us think dpon

THE SYMBOL REVERENCED.

The ark of the covenant was a
small coffer not exceeding four feet
and a half in length by about two feet
eight inches in breadth. It was made
of an enduring kind of wood, and
was covered with pure gold both
withinjandjwithout. Upon the upper
part of it was a golden crown, into
which fitted a solid slab of gold, which
formed the lid of the ark. That
golden lid was called the propitiatory
or mercyseat ; in the Hebrew, Kap-
poreth, or a place of covering. Upon
the two ends of tkis mercy-seat, and
part and parcel of the same solid
metal, were two cherubs, with out-
stretched wings. The Lord said of
them, “ And the cherubims shall
stretch forth their wings on high
covering the mercy-seat with their
wings, and their faces shall look one
te another; toward the mercy seat
shall the faces of the cherubims be.”
Between those wings, when God was
favorable to His people, the bright
light, called the Shekinah, was wont
to shine forth ; and when, once in
the year, the high priest went into
the nnermost place, bearing with
him a cloud of incense and sprinkling
the blood, he saw the glory of that
light.
“This ark was the object of great
revereoce, and very fitly so, because
it symbolized God’s Eresence, the
resence of Jehovah, the living God,
in the midst of His people. To no
other people had God given such a
token of His presence. He walked
in the midst of no other camp ; but of
Israel He had said, “ My Spirit shall
go with thee.” It was the first arti-
cle of the tabernacle concerning
which Moses received instructions,
tor, indeed, it was the first in honor.
Read the twenty-fiftth chapter of
Exodus, and see how speedily the
Lord who gave the law provided a
chest for its” honorable preservation.
Although Solomon made most.of the
farniture of the holy place anew he
retained the same ark, which was too
much esteemed to be changed. When
it was carried abroad in the march-
ings of the Israelites it always went
in front, and it was distinguished

covered externally with blue, as if to

high on men’s shoulders, upon

the Israelites because
IT WAS TUEIR LEADER,

the waters, the river was panted, and

ing in pieces Dagon, their god.

David, for he said, “ My wife
house id,

side of that, in various rows and or-
ders, were the tents of the tribes;
but the core of it all was this honor-
ed ark. To-day we have a centre to
which we rally, a fixed centre which
faith perceives in heaven, whither the
true ark of the covenant has

Marve] not that the men o
paid great reverence to this ark when
In 80 many ways it was a token for
What they did to
this ark is mentioned in the text.
First they recognized it as the ark of
the covenant of the Lord. They were
wont to say, ¢ The ark of the coven-
They spoke much
of it, and prided themselves upen the;
Nay they not only

of God was opened in heaven, ang

| who covers all.

good to them.

ant of the Lord.”

possession of it.
spoke of it, but

THEY LOVED IT ;

for we read, “ Neither shall it come
to mind,” or as the margin has it,
¢ Neither shall it come wupon the
heart.” The ark of the covenant was
upon the Learts of God’s people ;
they had a deep affection for it.
When it was carried away
we read that the aged Eli fell
ward with horror at the tidings.
was very dear to the people o
and if it was taken away they reckon}
ed that the glory was departed from
Hence in the next place, they re-
membered it, as the text plainly in-
forms us. If they were captives th
prayed in the direction in which {the
ark was situated ;
wandered they thought of Ged a
of the coffer which represented
prese nce.

Next, they visited it.
holy days they came from Dan angd
from Beersheba, even from the
most ends of their land, in joy
companies, singing from stage
stage, and making joyful holiday
they went up to the place where
etween the cherub
When they came back they r
because they had worshipped
the ark of the covenant, even befere
the presence of the Most High
Visiting it, they were aconstonjed
also to speak, highly of it ; for in
ibles you will find,
y magnify it

wherever th

On certain

did dwell

.{Jesus we have a covenant of

margin of your
« Neither shall the
more.”” They nsed to tell one ano
what the ark had,done; the glory that
shone forth from it, the acceptance of
the offering whose blood was spri
n it on the Day of Atonem
e testimony which was h
from between the cherubic wi
II. I would have you observe that |Y'

from all the other furniture by being
sifnify its heavenly charaoter. Lift-
e

golden staves, the blue colored wrap-
ping of the ark was seen in the van
of the Lord’s host occupying the
place of honor. 'We do not wonder
therefore that it was much spoken of
and esteemed by the tribes of Israel.

The ark was held in reverence by

REVERANCE OBLITERATED,

They were to say no more, * The
ark of the covenant of the Lor|.”
Yet that fact was to be a blessilg.
Observe that the words are not . .
en as a threatening, but as a grae
promise. Now, this cannot menly
mean that they would be without jhe
ark ; for they would certainly under-
stand that to be a si
Neither would the mere ab-
sence of the ark fulfil tke proplpts
words ; for if the ark were gone tjey
would remember it still, and their
hearts would hanker after it. If tley
et it would cdne
they would spél

When the time came to march the
ark went in the forefront. How often
did Moses cry, “ Rise up, Lord, and
let thine enemies be scattered,” and
on they went across the pathless
desert rightly led by this ark of the
coverant. When they came to the
brink of Jordan, as soon as the feet of
the priests that-bare the ark touched

of divine hn-

could not visit it,
to their minds an

It was somehow to be a boon
them that they should speak no mee
of the ark of the covenant, for
text was deiivered in ' the form olal|P

romise. < The fact is 'they were
ne with the symbol becay
nce vould come.
were no more to
self, because they would have ti
which the ark was intended to'

Bear with me with g
this morning while I t:
you in the points jn
blqud Lord Jesus Christ is

| ¢ mow in the. ' tem

Our Lord Jesus by His
Ie's thoughts ‘e
oovenant, becse

they went through dry shod. It was
so trusted in that they bore the ark
on one oecasion into the battlefield,
when God was not with them, and the
golden coffer was carried into capti-
vity to vindicate its own honor
among the Philitines, by smiting its
captors with sore diseases, and break-

of the ark

A wonderful ark it was when God
was withit. It was such a symbol of
g.ver' that we wonder not that when

vid brought it up to Mount Zion,
all the people shouted, and with sound
of trumpet celebrated its triumphal
march. It was alsoso much asymbol
of 'holiness that Solomon remoyed
Pharaoh’s daughter out of the city of

s{m

installed in the temple, and/|lsW
g placed .DVV&“":WO,‘W,, er |

ten cubits high, with ou ,
Tl TR, Naee e ol

which held the two tables of the law
was the slab of gold called -

o
THE MERCY-SEAT. ‘

A
)

which covered dll. We willnot talk | 3gRi
of that gelden covering now, but ‘we |.&

will speak of Jesus, our blessed Lord

down upon His law, he does not see
it nakedly, but-He ‘behalds’it .-in the
person of His Son. He sees it there

perfectly perserved without taint of
flaw of.any .kind, and He -rejaiges

therein. * Ah,?said the Jew, * we
have a mercy-seat that covers all.”
“ Ah,” say we, “ bt ‘wé havé one
who does not do that typically, and

in outward pattern aloné, but' He s’
the real covering upon which we lay
our prayers an thankagivings, and
find ourselves accepted.” We come
not 1o God on the footing of the law;’
but the interposing propitiation cov-

ers all, and comes between, and upon

tkat merey-seat we offer our petitions

and praises.
The next word is a very blessed

one, and that is covenant. The ark
was called “the ark of the covenant.”
It represented a covenant of works,

as it was a part of a visible sanctuary;

and, ah, how soon was that covenant

broken! There is no wonder that in
the breaking of that covenant the

golden pot of manna was lost, and
that Aaron’s rod that budded was no
more seen ; for we are told in the

Chronicles that when they opened
the ark, in the days of Solomon, there

{ was nothing found in it “ save the

two tables which Modes put therein
at Horeb, when the Lord made a
covenant with the children of Israel,
when they ¢ame out of Egypt.” Paul
tells us that they were there original-
ly, and so it is probable that they
were taken away by the Philistines,

Ah, how soon we should lose the
sweet things of God if we were un.
der the covenant of works, and how
soon we should miiss the gentle sov-
erei?ty of His shepherd rod! 1
thank and bless God that in Christ

which can never fail, and never can
be broken, and in Him we have all
that our souis desire : pot of manna
and rod of Aaron, covenant provision
and covenant rule we find in Him.
Ok, how I wish some of the people
of God understood it, and realized

_| that there is established between God

and us in the of - Christ Jesus
a covenant ordered in all things and

_|sure. May the Holy Ghost teach

ou this. has p His hon-
or for the salyation of * His people,
and He has sealed the covenant with

the precious blood of Jesus, and there-

fore He will not turn away from j;
but will keep it for His Son’s sage,

Oh,blessed Jesus, we want no ‘ark of

the covenant ; for Thon art the gy
enant itself to us, and in Thee *e
rejoice.

We have only reached the middle

of the subject now ; this ark also.sig-
nified enthronement ; for the %ﬁgt
the ark was, so to speak, the throne
of God, It was “the throne of the
heavenly grace.” There God rei
ed and i

L reigp-
welt ; that is, typically, It
was a throme to 'bioip ;

e dwelleth not in tem-
les made with hands, that is to say

of this bnﬂgi:f. There is no visible
throne of
earth new. . A

upon the face of the

If you would mthetbmeofM
the person of Christ; for in

G‘owm. ,Q % lm “
from the , tree,
is the kin
person of JesusC
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o

Bl L

i1
"
) 1
L 14053

.? 3
Ak

-When__God . looks]

of God by which
&

t petitioners

came with their pleas to obtain favors

at the hand of the great King. Whare

e B L e L, Sl
, 8irs, his ho ‘

en down, and hzs i

‘nere ¥ F ; B
4 R s i .
’ o} ' FL L
R4 I : o | us
2 ] ’ '3 9 ¢ v 1
- AR s A8 L A0 -
g 4 5 N i - P 5

X : 5
§ £3
¥ b TV TR e
1 ._’. ¥ 8 4
P ¥
¥
ol % 3
1
4

S oo | e y
. ¢ ) e
"9_ - ] d '
v." } 3 2‘% e
” | ‘1\; -"_; QJ?’)‘ '.‘
s a0, | o0 200 in Jesus my Lord.
. Lt S
P A 255

W ferr

Al prais

heavenly grace.” e are-pot afraid
_Stri with dea
are full of reverefice, but

ed the spirit of |

v

ar. 0},‘ .
18 no‘approaching |
in 'Gbrist;‘g):t in Christ our ap-

1"0!911_&99@;%:{ be as near as_pos-

gisre. me nearer, nearer still ; it
1ryour fault that you do not come

near enough. Th is nothing to
tremblea em—o& right up to God

and speak with him as a man speak-
ethiwith his"friend. We come bold-
ly because we come through Jesus.
Whois afratd of Jeetus? “Whoshad-
ders when drawing near to him ? And
if he be the mercy-seat to which we
come, and the place where the Father
meéets us, we feel that he permits the

holy familarity, the humble freedom,

which is suggested to our hearts by
the spirit of adoption.

I must go'a step further—-the ark
was the place of gracious power. On
the top of the mercy-seat stood chrab-
ic ﬁqu, and, notwithstanding all
that learned men may have said, I do
not think that any idea is nearer the
mark than that these cherubims were
types of angelic power, and of all the
powers of providence which God is

eased to use in behalf of his people.

otice how frequently theWﬁ?& as-
sociates  angels with our Lord ; ' for
nstance, when Jacob saw the ladder
which reached to heaven, and God at
the top of it, there were angels as-
cending and descending upox it.
Cherubim were on all the eurtains of
the most holy place which enclosed
the ark, and the ministry of angels is
interwoven into the covenant
plan of salvation. * Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to min-

'ister for them who shall be heirs of sal-

vation. Consider, then,that the angels

on the mercy-seat typifﬂ the power
he will defend his

people. '

Every angel is the servant of our
covenant Head, and so the

of every member of Christ, As he
grace | might have summoned twelve legions

of angels by one uplifted to
heaven, so \’v’illhe &l the mn

with horses of fire and chariots of fire
whenever his people need such suc-
cor. ‘The stars in their courses fight
for the ' Saviour and for the saved
ones ; nothing shall by any means
barm them. In heaven, and earth,
and ' hell, the warrant of the t
King stands in full foree, qunomg

mine anointed, and do my prophets
no harm ;” 'and this proteetion comes

to us because we ed i
Jowid Chatag” | DTOMEYIR.IN G

THE REAL MERCY-SEAT.

+Oh, that I know how to speik words

worthy to lie under the soles of m
Master’s feet! Oh, that I could s

a sentence that was fit to' be laid in
the road like the
which the disciplesistrewed his way,
not worthy to be touched by his feet,
but by the feet'of the beast that he
rode upon! I am not worthy to un-
loose his shoe latchet.  He is 8o glor-
| ious that arc fall ou their

palms branches, with

to adore him. Heaven is splendid,
but the splendor of heaven is the pres-

sence of my Lord and Master. His| ¥
throne is a glorious, high throne, but |
it owes its glory and its height to him|
that sits apon it. Hallelujah '
thee, O, Christ. Hallelujah™ for ever
and ever! for thou wast slain, and|

b edoomed wunto God by hy|
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