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McDonald thanked the Convention, 
making a donation of the amount to 
the Conventien Fund. The Conven- 
tion then went into consideration of 
the subject of Finance. Addresses 
were made by Judge Johnston, Rev. 
D. Freeman, Rev. 5 E. Hopper. 
The following resolution hovel by 

Rev. J. A. Durkee, and seconded by 
Bro. R. M. King, was passed. 

Resolved, That a Committee of 
seven be appointed to report to the 
Convention on Denominational Fi- 
nance with especial ‘reference to the 

a | appointment and duties of a general 
-| Financial Agent. 

Spoken’ to by Rev. J. A. Durkee, 
of 4, R. M: King, C. B. Whidden, 

‘Rev. J.Rowe, D: R. Eaton, E. H. 
Jones; W. Faulkner. ; 

The following brethren were then 
appointed as this Committee, viz., 
D. R. Eaton, J, H. Harding, ‘Dr. 

| Day, Rev. D. G. McDonald, Rev. W. 
2; Iverett, Rev. J. W. Manning, C. 
F. Clinch. 

. Adjourned at. 6 o ‘clock. 
Prayer by Dr. Sawyer. 

NINTH SESSION, 

Tuesday Evening, Aug 28. 
Prayer by Rev. J. 'W. Weeks, of 

‘Chester, N.S. 
Cireular from Dominion Temper- 

ance Alliance, was read and the fol- 
fr, Be resolution moved by A. Long- 
fey, ¥ assed. 

g to the Circular from the 
Botuion Alliance just submitted to 
the ‘Convention, asking for some ex- 
mare of opinion in reference to the 

ada Tem perance Act, and at 
or lately Loaf in Parliament to 

of destroy the said At, 
* Roser, this Convention 
will petition the next Parliament to 
keep said law intact, and, if  xiad 

e improve it. 
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BOARD OF MINISTERIAL RELIEF AND 

AID FUND. 

" Reappointed ; Hon. Dr. Parker, J. 
‘F.- L. Parsons, Esq., Rev. J. 5. 
Avery. 
That the next Session be held with 

‘the Leinster Street Church, St, John. 
Sermon by Rev. !J. C. Morse, alter- 
nate, Rev. D. A, Steele. 7 - 

J. W. Barss read the report of che 
Ministerial Education Board, which 
was adopted. 

Prof. Higgins moved the following 
which was unanimously passed. 

Resolved, That the thanks- of this 
Convention’ be tendered to Bro. Hop- 
per for his able and instructive ser- 
mon preached before this body 
that he be requested to furnish a co 
for publicatian in the Messenger ad 
Visitor. 

Resolved, That the various Ovin- 
mittees of the Convention have pow- 
er to fill any vacancies that may 
occur during the year. 

Resolved, That. the thanks of pe 
Association - be given to the vari 
steamboats and railways, that Have | 1 

: ion reduction of fares to our 
elegates. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Bill, the 
President was ordered to send a mes- 
sage of sympathy to the Secretary. of 
State, at Washington, with the pray- 
er of the Convention for the bd 
of the President. 

Rev. J.W. Manning read the report 
of the Committee on emvloying a 
Financial Agent. The report recom- 
mended that the Finance Committee 
secure an fgent for the ensuing 
to secure the successful workin; 8 ‘ 
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luded mariner, they think they have 
“ got by the star.” Mistaken souls ! 
There can be no true spiritual life that 
receives the New Testament and dis- 
cards the Old ; that accepts the Gos- 
pel and rejects the Law. The Deca- 
logue will ever remain the Divine 
« declaration of the indivisible unity 
of moray with religion.” 

2 The Commandments show wus 
our need of Christ. The Law teach- 
es us what we ought to be, what we 
should strive to be. When, however, 
we look at ourselves in its light, we 
find that we are the very thing which 
the law condemns. Having, there- 
fore, itself no saving power, it impels 
us to seek One who can save, That 
is Christ. His work is to * magnify 
the law? and rescue us from its pen- 

and alty. He also gives us strength to 
keep the law, saving us not from 
obedience but unto obedience. ie 
apr our past violations of the 
aw ; he assists us to keep the law ; 
and forgives yet our imperfect at- 
tempts to keep it. The soul’s only 
freedom, therefore, is in accepting 
him who purifies while he pardons, 
and strengthens. while he justifies. 
The Commandments have not done 
their work unless, as a:  school-mas- 
ter,” they have led to Christ. It is 
not their province to alter or improve 
man’s corrupted nature, but to show 
how great is his need of Divine help. 
Convieted by the Law of sin, Christ 
becomes.such a Saviour as the soul 
requires, such as its necessities de- 
mand; In view of what man ought 
to be but és not, Christ appears an 
atoning, forgiving, divinely-helping 
Redeemer. = Wil you accept him ? 
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and the truths of which we are most 
n | certain ‘are those which cannot be 

(proved. That which is proved true 
to one generation may be proved | 
false to ‘the eration succeeding; 
but that which is known upon a bare 
presentation abides forever. It was 

> raved: to the entire sasisfaction of 
- | the ancients that the world was a flat 
"| plain, and that the heavens were a 

pp + 50 which revolved round 
it; and though we laugh at the anci- 
ent dem tion, thé ancients were 
as ho convinced ed by Foley as we 

3 so ithe & of the ‘moral life re- 
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Christian religion are of this kind. 
Qur conviction of them does not de- 
pend on argument. We know them 
to be true because we perceive their 
truth. In so far as they are proved, 
they are only probable truths; in so 
far as they are perceived, they are 
certain. In so far as they are prov- 
ed, they are opinions; in so far as 
they are perceived, they are faiths, 
We believe that the earth revolves 
on its axis; we have faith that unself- 
ish patriotism is better than selfish 
greed. We believe that the gospel 
of Matthew was written in the first 
century ; we have faith in th2 divine 
truth and beauty of the sermon on the 
Mount, no matter when or by whom 
it was written. 

Our knowledge of God does not 
depend on the arguments which make 
the hypothesis of his existence more 
scientifically probable than that of 
the potency of life in matter. The 
human soul has a power of direct and 
immediate communication with the 
invisible Spirit. It can speak to him. 
It can receive his reply. As we know 
the invisible qualities of tender and 
unselfish love which make the names 
of wife and God still dearer. As 
there is between souls a communion 
more sacred than that of words, so 
between the soul of man and the di- 
vine Spirit there is possible a com- 
munion transcendently more sacred 
than that between men. He that 
walks with God wants. no argument 
toprove that he exists, and cares 
nothing for argument which proves 
that he does not. He knows his God, 
and that is enough. 
80 the divinity of Christ is not an 

opinion ; it is a certainity. We do 
not believe it ; we know it.. The 
various theological definitions of that 
divinity are simply opinions. They 
are sustained by arguments, and are 
more or less wort. gm the probability 
depending upon the charaeter 
why per condition aol the mind which lis 

| existed 

els no more: depends on. 
than: does the cd of a moss 

rose bud in spring. 
We stand before this Jife—to , self- 

sacrificing, so patient, so gentle, so 
heroic, so long suffering in love—~and 
the highest conception of character 
which our purest imagination can 

| form; in our. highest moods, falls 
short of thissideal. We see divine in 
him ; it is net demonstrated, We 
know it; it-is not proved. It is not 
an opinion ; it is a faith, a spiritual 
perception. That an indescribable 
peace. and comfort, a relief. from all 
remorse for the past and terror for 
the future, is afforded by confiding in 
Christ as one who has suffered for us 
i8 not a matter of opinion; itis a 
matter of fact. It is not a probable 
truth ; it is a certainty. That John 
Bunyan was in desvair ; that he came 
to Christ ; that he found peace, and 
dy and hope ; ; that Agustine, 
Wesley, and an innumerable host 
‘have passed into the same haven of 
rest through the same door of confi. 

. {dence in Christ is:not an opinion it is 
a fact. They did not believe there 
was rest in Christ, they dknewit ;| 
ore were: just as certain of if-as was 

iman that he was no longer a lep- 
er after his bath in the Jordan; or as 
[is the victim of rhewmatism that there 
is value in morphine after the doctor 
has administered a hypodermic injec- 
tioniand he has fallen into his first 
sweet sleep. We believe what is ex- 
ternal to us ; we know what we ex- 
‘perience. 
There is, then, : a certainty in: reli- 

‘gion ; but it is attained not by argn- 
ment, but by experience. We know 
that.abere is a God only as he is with 
us and dwells in us ; all arguments 
mak his existence only a most prob- 
able hypothesis. now the pow- 
er of his pardon only s8 we experi- 

| ence its peace id onr own souls ; all 
SEE ma. leave the atonement only 
all an opinion. One spiritual t of 

ftruth is more convincing than =a 
‘whole system of ph Sy = bho 
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basis of action ; and so far as they 
have sicceeded in thrusting them- 
selves into” high places, they have 
been seen to be not builders and 
helpers for mankind, but obstructors, 
disturbers, and destroyers. ¢ The 
centre of their interests is not the 
public good, still less the public ore 
der as established through the course 
of history, but simply their own pri- 
vate pleasure.’ As specimens of 
atheist law-makers and their work, 
the French Revolationists}has ‘0 made 
figure enough for one century. In- 
deed, we hope the werld will never 
see or desire to see their like again. 

perience or not, are more likely now 
to select for their leaders men who 
acknowledge divine authority, and 
have some respect for divine laws. 

Disraeli, though not very eminent 
as a moral teacher, did not misrepre- 
sent English sentiment when he wrote 
in ¢ Lothair, 7? « Ethics with atheism 
are impossible, and without,ethics no 
human order can be strong or per- 
manent.” Probably the conserva- 
tives in the English Housé of Com- 
mons exceeded @/en their great 
ers in insisting upon a member’s 
“ ethics,” and objecting to Charles 
Bradlaugh’s wants of them, in [the 
way they did ; but when the atheist 
who had declared that an oath 
would not bind his conscience, re- 
tracted and pretended that it would, 
they evidently felt that he was a 
man not to be trusted, and dangerous. 
His recent attempt to enter the 
House by force proved of what tur- 
bulent stuff he is made, ang dis- 
position and capacity to ma: uble 
and keep himself notorious. 

Their refusal to admit him, how- 
ever, when he had ‘eaten his own 
words,” was not the wisest course, 
for it needlessly made a “martyr” of 
him. Besides, the House of Com- 
mons is not an ecclesiastical Board 
or Convention, to decide upon the 

been remarked “in these col 

or unbeliefs after he had offered to 
comply outwardly with the law. If 
after removing him (on the 10th of 
May) “until he shall engage not fur- 
ther to disturb the proceedings of the 
House,” they could swear him in on 
no better pledge of good behaviour 
than his offer to take the oath, they 
should Lave done so; and thea the 
stigma of inconsistency would have 
been borne by Bradlaugh alone. The 
% most powerful legislative body of 
men in the world” had no cause to 
fear that they could not take care of 
him whenever he violated rules again ; 
and the blatant atheist, more toler- 
ated and less noticed, would have the 
opportunity to commit suicide in his 
own way. 
Meantime Mr. Gladstone's alleged 

intimation that the vote of non-ad- 
mission will not hold over till the 
next session of Parliament, and that 
Bradlaugh can then be sworn and 
take his seat, may indicate a con- 
sciousness that untenable grohind was 
taken, and a desire to yield “with as 
little mortification as possible. How 
long the infidel agitator will figure as 
one of the law-makers of England (if 
iat all) remains to be seen.— Waich- 
man. t # 

“ Warrixe vroN Gap,”—=O0bh, the 
excellent nature and property of true 
silence ! In silence the voice of the 
Lord is heard, his work known, and 
his power felt. He that is a str 
to silence knows little of the in- 
ning or progress of the Christian 
travel. It is no wonder that such an 
one mistakes his way and turns aside 
to the right hand or to the left, while 
the silent waiter is preserved from 
wandering. For in silent waitipg 

inates us by his light, opens us by 
his power, and quickens by his life, 
sanctifies us by his Spirit, and leads 
and guides us by bis truth. So that,, 
if we kee op Sere mm silent waiting be- 
fore the Lord, we shall certainly be 
shown the way wherein he wosld 
Lhave us to go. As Israel, after the 

ow | flesh, kdew when to travel and when 
not, by the motion or mansion of the 

has a certain he ty my ses 

religious or doctrinal qualifications of 
7 hndaagonin: 

attri | (as ‘has 
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the Lord draws nigh to us and ill i 
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