THI ABRAHAMICCOVENANT.
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( Published by request.)

“ As for me, bechold my covenantis ywith
Thee.” Gen. 17: 4.

This is known asthe Abrahamic
covenaint, and in it is supposed by
some to be found proof substantial for
the baptisza of unconscious infants.
Let us examine the leading features
of this covenant and if we can here
find & wurrant for the baptism of our
infants we are bound as honest men
to receive 1it.  If however, after a
careful cxamination we fail to find
any sucl: warrant, then as honest inen
we are equally bound to wtter our
protest against that practice which, if
universally indulged in, would atonce
annul belicver’s baptism, and set] at
defiance the command of vur gracious
Saviour : “ (zo ve into the world and
preach the gospel to every creature
he that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved, and he that believeth not
shall be damned.” First, Then what
18 the Abrahamic Covenant ? Second,
Can we literally follow it ?  Third,
Under what covenant are we ?

The Abrahamic covenant may be
considered a8 having a letter and a
spirit.  Kirst, a numerous posterity,
which was fulfilled in the letter in the
ration of Isracl. Tt was fulfilled in
the spirit by the divine constitntisp
that makes al! believers the children
of Abraham. Secondly, this promise
was to be a God to him and his seed
after him, which was fulfilled in the
letter by his protection of Israel ia
Egypt; his delivering them from
bondage ; his taking them into coven-
ant at Sinai ; and all his subseqnent
dealings with them, till they were cast
off by their rejection of Christ. This
promise was fulfllied in the spirit by
God being a God to all believers and
to them alome, in a higher sense than
he was to Israel. The third promise
was of the land of Canaan fulfilled in
the letter to Israel, and in the spirit
to the true Israel in the possession of
the heavenly Canaan, ow it must
ever be remembered it belongs to
~ those who urge the practice of infant
sprinkling to prove from this coven-
ant that all Christians are under ob-
ligations to adopt this practice. But
can auy Christian feel that this is the
coveuant which God bas made with
him ?  Christian parents has God
covenanted to give you thesc bless.
ings ? Though he may have coven-
auted to give vou some of these bless-
ngs together with many others, yet
the question is, Is this covenant the
covenant God has made with you;
If it is then let me say you are under
obligations to perform the rite of cir-
cumcision on every man child in your
housc-—and that, too on the eighth
day—neither one day before nor yet
one day after that period. But it is
waid by some baptism has come in the
place of circumcieion. Where is the
préof of this ? . If we arc yet undey
the covenant of circumcision only bap-
tism having taken the place of the an-
cient rite why has not the Bible in-
formed us of the fact?  When some
who had embraced : the religion of
Jesus, Acts 15th chap., insisted that
the Christian converts should be cir-
cumcised why did not the great coun-
cil of the Apostles and Elders, who
decided that circumcision was abolish-
ed, satisfy those who were jealous of
the law, by reminding them that the
baptism of infants was to be practised
as u substitute for circumcision. And
when St. Paul wrote to the Galatians
in oppositicn to theJudaizing teachers
who held to circumcision, why do we
find in his epistle not & single bint of
the same fact?  And if circamcision
and baptism were the same thing why
was baptism administered o persons
whohad been previously circumcised?
And again, if baptism be a substitute
of circumecision it will of necessity fol-
tow that all servants whether born in
the house or t with money must
be ou the faith of sheir mas-
ter. fact is, the Abrahamic cov-
enant differs in many res, from
the covenant of grace, some of which
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that are afar off, even as many as the
Lord Uor God shall eall.” Acts 2:38.
$9. I'ne promise is unto your child-
ren upon precisely the same condi-
tions that it is to yourself, namely up-
on repentance for your sins not your
repentance for your children, but up-
on repentance toward God every one
of you. The premise is from genera-
tion to generation in behalf of those
who repent of their sins and be bap-
in the name of Jesus Christ. ~ What
for ? For the remission of sins. What
blessing is promised upon obedience
to thistommand ? Ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost. It is
worthy of notice that this blessed
gift is not promised in the absence of
baptism.  Having become Christ’s
they will be Abraham’s seed and heirs
according to the promise. The Ab-
rahamic covenant differs from the cov-
enant of gruce in several important
particulars, ’

It is said by some who ought to
know better ; the Jewish church was
the same as the Christian and as
children were connected with their
parents by a religious rite under the
old dispensation, this relation may
with propriety be marked by a reli-
gious rite under the new dispensation.

n thig statement are two gross errors.
First, it is assnmed that the two  dis-
pensations bear anch a  resemblance
to each other aa to affect the point in
debate ; but this is a great mistake.
No matter how extensive may be the
<imilarity between the ancient and
the Christian dispensations provided
they are not alike in respect of their
mempers and erdinances, there exists
no sameness in these. The one by
its comstitution included carnal mem-
bers ; the other by its constitution
admits spiritual members only. The
one was a national establishment into
which its members were introduced
by a mechaniecal process. The other
1s a spiritual erganization composed
of those and of those only who have
received the renewing of the Holy
Ghost. Another error is, it sypposes
circumcision marks some wonderful
spiritual relation between the parent
and the cbild. Baut so different is
the trush we pause to wonder at the
imbeoility of one professedly divinely
enlightened and taught, holding such
anti-Christian dogmas. Not a particle
of an argument either inferentially or
otherwise can be drawn from God’s
word to support such a theory, The
truth is, circumecision was a mark of
national distinetion intended to sep-
arate the people of Israel from sur-
rounding nations, and to bind them to-
gether as one people.  Circumcision
of itself and by itself secured to the
circumcised person no blessing. It
was enforced by the penalty of death.
It was not enjoined upon nor could it
possibly be performed upon over half
of the Hebrew children. = Those upon
whom it was not and could not be
performed enjoyed all the blessings
and all the privileges and all the im-
munities claimed for those upon
whom it was physically possible to
perform the rite.

It was not enjoined upon believers
from ‘other nations. It tuerefore
could not be a spiritual privilege to
any individual. Hence it is plain
that as children are not baptized that
is sprinkled we deprive them of the

rivileges which Jewish children en-
Joyed. Even admitting for the sake
of argument that circumcision was
designed to stand connected with
culiar blessings, still the child of the
Christian has great advantages over
the Jew. I;:zo Timothy the child of
Christian parents is from his infanc
made to know the Scriptures whic
are able to make him wise unto salva-
tion. From infaney he is the subject
of Christian ocare and sympathy.
From his infancy he is blessed with

mmu censecrating him to

supplications, and on
his expanding character are sweetly
shed the influences of holy example,

of religious education and a home
where God's honor dwells.  This pe.’
culiarity in the condition of a believ-

er’s child is ized by the Apostle
where he m gnenu i
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We have thus shown briefly what
the Abrahamic -covenant was and as
a covenant that there is positively
not the slightest ground in it for in
fant baptism so called.

In the second place we proceed to
investigate whether we can follow it
in the letter. It must be borne in
mind that the two specific gifts prom-
ised under that covenant were, 1st.
A numerous posterity. 2nd. The land
of promise an earthly inheritance.
As to the first we cannot follow it,
such an idea can surely never possess
the mind of any intelligent parent
when presenting his child at the bap-
tismal altar. As to the second, we
think Seripture is sufficiently plain,
¢« A wayfaring man though a fool need
not err therein,” John 18: 36, M
kingdom is not of this world, sait{v)
our blessed Saviour, else iny servants
would fight for me, that I should not
be delivered to the Jews; but now is
my kingdem not from hence, John
3: 6. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh : and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit, verse 31. He
that is of the earth is earthly, and
speaketh of the earth ; he that cometh
from heaven is -above all, verse 32;
and what he hath seen and heard,
that he testifieth; and no man re-
ceiveth his testimony.” He that re-
ceived his testimony, hath set to his
seal that God is true, Luke 1: 33.
Of his kingdom shall be no end. The
kingdom of God then®s not an earth-
ly possession. It is not meat and
drink, but righteousness and peace.
It is a spiritual kingdom. Here we
look for no reward for our services in
our Master’s cause, but we look be-
yond this world for acity which hath
foundation, whose builder and mak-
er is God, Heb. 13: 14. We seek
one which is to come. As the children
of Israel during their passage throngh
the wilderness were upheld and cheer-
ed on their way by their anticipations
of the goodly possession, the land
flowing with milk and honey, so  thé
Christian pilgrim is cheered and sup-
ported by%every day’s anticipations
of the benefits of that land which is
atar off. The city of the Great King,
the walls of which are jasper, and the
streets of pure gold. Into thisspirit-
ual enclosure all may come, for isit
not written, Rev. 22: 7-17, « Whoso-
ever will, let him come and take of
the waters of life freely. But we are
mot born Christians, John 8: 8,
“ Verily, yerily, I say unto thee, ex-
cept a man be born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” And if
not see it certainly he cannot enter|
into it, neither can we be brought in
by any act of our parents, certainly’
not by baptism. There are these
with us who made a volantary pro-
fession of faith in Christ and we bap-
tized those who live far from what
the Christian should. Simon Magus,
ggrhaps made as good a profession at

is baptism as any of the disciples,
yet he was subsequently told he was
still in the gali of bitt@rness and in the
bond of iniguity. No!a thousand
times no! My Krethren, you cannot
get convertesl to God by being baf-
tized, though yon fcome yourself,
willingly, publicly, conscious of what
you are about to do. If this position
18 correct, and men cannct be saved
this way, nor yet! gotten into the king-
dom of Christ, how much greater the
im possibility of getting them into that
kingdom while .they are yet ‘uncon-
scious of all matters relative to the
natare of their position and the divine
requirements. And yet we are re-
luctantly compelled to confess ‘that,
that is precisely the way maultitudes
are being constantly taken into the
churches, and if we offer 2 word of
remonstrance we are stigmatized as
disturbers of the peace, called crnel
and heartless towards our children,
and told that the Jew broaght' his
child_ into the Abrshamic covenant

by circumcision, and 80 ought
dltiniln.to ing his in by bapt
Really,

the saying ) I
shown conclusively enough,

that between .theytwo‘fponhim
their essential features there exists n
sameness, whatever. /The Abrg
covenant of works is not the'
tian - covenant of
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ant that begins or makes mem-
bers by works. 2 Ephesians 5 to 8,
“Bylgrace are ye'savedjthrough faith,
and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God. John 1:17, “ Grace and
truth ¢ame by Jesus Christ.” The
Law and the Prophets were until
John, sizce that time the kingdom of
God is preached, and every man
presseth into it Luke- 16:16, « For
ye are bought with a price.” 1st Cor.
6:20 and 7:23. God’s people, young
as well as old have been purchased at
a terrible sacrifice, the precicus blood
of Christ as of a Lamb slain out of
due time without spot or blemish.”
1 Peter 1:19. This then is the ground
of our salvation. The Lamb slain,
the sacrifice offered, the price paid,
the blood shed,}the purchase effected.
Under the Abrahamic covepant the
parent circumcised the child, and this
brought him into that great national
establishment. Under the economy
of grace, Christ having died for the
sins of his people, by his Spirit in
their hearts, he sweetly draws them
to kimself. “ No man can come unto
me except the Father which sent me,
draw him, and I will raise him up at
the last day. John 6:44; “And L, if1
be lifted up will draw all men unto
me.” John 12:32. Christ’s people
thenjare drawn unto him by his Spirit
in their hearts convincing them of
sin and of righteousness, and of a
judgment to come. My people, God
gays, shall be willing, t{a{ are made
willing by God’s grace in their hearts.
They are not willing of themselves,
they cannot be made willing by any
external rite or ceremony. External
rites or ceremonies should only be!
performed in obedience to the Divine
command, and then upon willing peo-
ple, willing converts, made so by
God’s especial fnoe ‘No persons of
any age should be received into the
church of Christ for salvation, or be-
capse they more than half hope that
they are saved, neither muach less
should any one be baptized to effect
thie. “ He that believeth on the
Son of God hath everlasting life, and
he that believeth not the shall
not see life ; but the wrath of God
abideth on him,” John 8:86. Under
the Christian dispensation individuals
are admitted into ‘the church of
Christ after their baptism, but their
baptism has little to ‘do: with their
salvation other than, *It is the an-
swer of a good ovonscience toward
God,” 1 Epistle of Peter, 3:210 It is
the putting on of Christ publioi{.
Beeing that ye'have put off the old
‘man with His deeds ; -and have put
lon the new man, which is renewed in’
knowledge after the image' of him
that crcated him; where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumecision
nor uncircumecision,” Colossians 3:9,
10, 11. “ Bat put yeon the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof,”
Romans 13:14. The repentant sinner
having found peace througli believin
in Christ makes this public avowal o
his faith and that henceforth by his
g:ac.e he will not serve sin, he hag
en saved, admitted by faith into the
household that everywhete calls u
God, so having experienced that cir-
cumgcision of the heart, he desires to
unite with the church of ‘Christ apoer:’
earth to obey, realizing that obedience
is better than saerifice. God will my
brethren, save ' such. [ Maoy of the
Israelites fell -into the. wilderness,
never ''rédching ' the - Y  Ppos:|
sessions. - ““But God will save those
who aré of the .circumeision' of the

their determined purpose to follow
him. He will save them because
Christ ‘their passover has beensgori:
ficed for them ; Therefore lot us
the feast,not with old leaven; neither
with the leaven of malice and.w

of sincerity and truth, 1 -
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ness ; but with the unleavened d

Christ is madea Teader and command-
er of the peaple tolbring many gons
into glory, if he'fails in _gefting
them 1into glory, you see at once, my

brethren, his covenant “éngagements S4KING ST., & 212 UNION STREET-

to save whosoever cometh unto him
would be but a boastful expression
which he was not able to falfill. Per-
ish the thought ; if the blood of Christ
only atonéd for the sins of a few
weeks, and then our sins returned up-
on us, where -would be the vistue of
Calvary’s sacrifice ? ¢ Father, I will
that they whom thou hast given me,be

behold niy glory whigh thou hast giy.
en me,’ John 17:.24; where then
were the supplications of the Son
of God, the Savieur of the world.
Holy Father, keep through thine own
name, those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one as we are,,
While I was with them in the world
I kept them in thy name; those
that thou gavest me I have kept, and
none of them is - lost, ‘but the son of
gerdition; that the Scriptures might

e fuifilled.” John 17 : 11, 12. Yes,
my brethren, yon see under this cove-
nant of grace, salvation is gnaranteed
to every repentant sinmer. Is not.
our Great High Priest. now at the
right hand of Ged the Father, is he
not preparinga place for his saints in
glory. . Bre , ‘the losing of one
who has ‘honestly. and sincerely re-.,
pented of his sins; so manifestly an.
tagonizes the covenant, and the prom-
ise of the Lord Jesus, I cannot even;
think of it withoot considering it hor-
rid blasphemy. Can you, dare you
honestly ﬂxin{ of such a4 conclusion,
behold & child of God imn hell.
‘A’ trae believer in perdition, the
prince of life and Ag&ry defeated.
No ! no!a thousand times no! They/
whom Ohrist Jesus Our Lord has
really takew into union with . himself
will be saved; to doubt it ;wonld - be
atrocious blasphemy: And now, my,
brethren, let .me: propound, the im-
portant question) this morning, has
the Lord really and truly taken you
into union'with himself 2. Have .you}
day by dayfellowship with the Etern-
al King ? Have you men and women
of this baptivéd church . received the
evidenge that your-sins have been
pardoned, and hmwﬁ;llyigg in such
a why a8 .te|justily such a con,
which uithrLou{;.Lord. shall enter

is in-heaven., 8¢ saith,.our . ble
Saviouri - The . conviction that wé
have really repented of our, sins, jj)u
we have experienced that vital unic

with Christ, which has placed us i
state of friendship with bim
viction lightens all afflicions,
ens every prospect, gives ,
hour of death, and at.the uar._vdqy '
amidst the wreck of elements, zauu&:;,
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and, earth,~~that spark of eelestial
immrtdhy'kinﬂhw our _repen

ance towards God, and faith in the
merits of our ~Saviour, will emerge
from the darkness of the sepulchre,

righteousness. . The time is comipg ig
may bé veriy:
npthing left to do, but m down,
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with me ‘where'd am'; that they may |

into the, kingdom, of heaven, - but he|
that doth the: will of myFa Q’r’!‘(ﬁﬁﬁ;

the dissolution of the material heavens | easte
ks | ebaios, or to
and shine forever in the new heaven | >
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Notice of Sale.

To James Donnelly,and -Jobn Donuog,
both of the Parish of Lancaster, io
City and County of Saint John, and Pro-
wince of New Brunswick, Millmen and all
others whom it -may concern. =/,

Take notice that there will be sold at
(Public Auction, on Friday, the eighteenth
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Prince WilliamStreet, in the City of Saint
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