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hile Jesus was - agonizing on
s, knowing that the moment
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associates in 8 1

owed to remain :
own,. said to “the" pé dll.lt
his side, Jb-&,'ﬂlon 3
ne in Paradise.” And if the

the malefactor was not with
at very day, then there was,
one promise uttered by him
snot fulfilled. But Heaven
i shall pass away before the
his promises can fail. Now
ok carefully at the gircum-
ud draw our conelusions,
aven be the dwelling place of
lich no one will dare to deny,
the spirit of Jesus, when he
went to his Father, which is
tertain, then that spirit went
. And moreover if the
e thielf ?t. death ;l:::l to‘})e
t, which was ex e-
by Him ; then the 1 ‘tx'{nne
table concluiomil,‘g;)‘
ofthe dyin :
o, ad (Jod) that, Heaven
radise are one and/the same

mony with the ;lboies.oonag

t me refer you, to the opin-

me writers of undoubted
). In the Enelyeclop: of
' Knowledge find the follow-
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ing of the term, whether of
) Uhaldee or derva-
lfies a place enclosed
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'd,L)uk_;a 23: 43, Paul, 2 Go;‘
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(whether in the body I cannot tell

'sems to be a revetition of the same

: to be intended, bat in that one
'revelations.” And also withOlshausen

.| age which is ‘the third an§ last in

|sacred writer says:

unquestionably his Spirit had been
with his' Father from the hour of his
death on the cross, till the'morning of
the appointed day of his resurrection.
On that glorious morning ‘the same
Spirit descended accompanied by An-
gels who rolled away tge stone and
rightened the keepers into a dead
sleep, while the glorious victory over
death and grave was achieved, and
as his spirit was with ‘his Father
in Heaven between the death and
resurrection of hisbody, so we are
warranted, I think, in the belief that
the soul of the peniterit thief with the
souls of all the pious dead will be
with him in Heaven from the moment
of departure from the body till the re-
surrection morn. fig by
In confirmation of the same idea
we may refer to John 16 : 16 where
Jesus says to his disciples «“ A little
while and you shall see me, and again
a little whie and ye shall not see me,
because I gotomy Father.” This you
willremmﬁr was uttered ashort time
before his crucifixion and reeceivd its’
exact fulfilment in the circumstan-
ces that followed. They saw Aim not
between his death and resurrection
because he went to his Father, and
then after he arose he was seen of
them occasionally for forty days be-
fore his ascension. - If he referred to
his going to heaven at. his assen-
sion and returning in at the
end of the world we: d
derstand the phrase “a little while”
for he well knew t.hlfi rntnriu vo;ld
elapse before he sheuld come to judge:
'th?\.:orld. - But ‘on the supposition
that he referred to his going to his
Father at death and returning at the
resurrection of his bedy it is perfect-
l"Pl.in. T LS T o 3
‘Another passage whick confirms
the same sentiment is found in 2 Cor.
12 :4, Paul says “'I knew a man in
Christ above fourteen years {

or whether out of the body 1 cannot
tell, God knoweth) such an- one

e statement with this vari-
ation, that the second time he says he
was “caught up into Paradise.” Now,
to say that Paul was caught up into
tweo distinct localities, or that he was
caught up twice into_the same place,
is saying move than I think is war-
ranted by the lan used, for it

repeau

event—with the alteration of a sin&
word—to make it more effective : bu

to say that he had twe revelations is
stopping far short of the truth, for we
learn from verse 7, that he had* abun-
dance of revelations.” I believe with
Secott that « although the language is
indeed varied, yet ouly cne vision

ion he doubtless had abundance of
who says in connection with this pas-
sage mhat we are to assume a dis-
tinction between the third Heaven
Paradise (as Ireneus and others
itain) s of proof : both

(%3 - .

essions indicate, persumably ;::
same thi that is to say,
most exalted region of light, the im-
mﬁ;ﬁahprmn«o.ff jod.” If this
be the true interpretation of the pas-
sage the argument in favor of Para-
dise and Fq&von being two places,
falls to the ground. ’
I will refer you te one more pass-

e New fl\estament wkl:? tl;e ;:ll;d
aradise is found. ~I"» 'l‘:.h-im tha:;*
overcometh will I give to eat of the
tree of life whic '.;“i?h the midst ‘o!
the Paradise of God.” Now'it ap-
me that there can be but one

o the meaning of this lan-
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caught up to the third Heaven.” 'He | pect

absent from the body and present
with the Lord.”” Paul’s experience
in this respect is that of thousands
who never had those extraordinary
revelations.

'If the departed spirits of God’s re-
deemed chirdren when they leave the
body do not go to Heaven to be with
Christ and God the Father, whence
this longing of the Apostle? And
how else can we reconcile with con-
sistency, the expreesions uttered bg
thousands on the dying couch ? Sue
as “I am going home to be with Je-
st18” “T am just waitingand longing for
the hour to come that shal release me
from this body of sin and bid me fly
to his arms.” How many thousands
have ‘deceived themselves .in. the
hour of death and have left faise im-
freuiona on the minds of survivin

riends. What a fearful disappoint-
ment awaited Stephen and Paul and
hosts of others if, at the hour of their
departure when Heaven seemed to
ofen in full view before them, ms:;ad
of going in to enjoy its glories, they
iun??o%l and yyinto a dead sleep,

them but the resurrection trump, or
what is little better they awake to
the consciousness that across the|
threshold of thc home above they

for ages. :
| If the soul sleeps in the
ly, occupies a middle state between
earth snd’ eaven, what a fearfal mis-
take has becn made in the teaching
lof the pulpit and press for m‘ﬁlﬂ.
How many eloquent sermens full of
heavenly anticipations for the believ-
er in Christ after death, bave been
preached in vain. How many valu-

|able works have been’ written by the

e

eminently pious, at
time and labor, for the express pur-
pose of giving comfort. aud cheer to
the weary, worn and sorrow-stricken
saints here - below, assuring them

that when the tribulations of this life.
were over they might confidently ex-|
¢t to be admitted to A 1o be
with Christ their Saviour and Lord.
Moreover, many of the. of re-
ligious worship, and mucl sublime
poetry in the use of which the praises

of God are sung by all evangelical
worshipers, are entircly useless on
either supposition referred to. I ipen
the prayer book of the church of Eng-
land, and in a form of prayer used at

mighty God with whom do live the
irits of them that depart hence in
Lord, and with whom the souls

of the faithful, after they are deliver-|

ed from the burden of the flesh are
in joy and felicity &o.” This sure-
ly needs revision and correction if

e soul not to heaven when the
body dies. I open the hymu books
u«{ by P Baptists,
Methodists, Episcopalians and others,
and I find much of the poetry full of
the sentiment that Heaven is the rest-
ing-place of the soul after death. A
few specimens from several authors
will verify the truth of the statement.
Watts whose poetrty is 80 full of the
pith and marrow of the gospel, many
of whose hymns have found their way
into almost every collection for wor-
ship gives us the following. Y

“T1l praise my Maker with my breath,
And when md voice is lost in death
Praise shall employ my nobler powers,”’

“ Death is the gate of endless joy,”
“ But while the body is our home
We're absent from the Lord.”

“We would be absen ‘:&'tho flesh
And present Lord w Lo

from which nothing could awaken|P

were not permitted to enter perhaps |

ve or|

the burial of the dead, I read “ Al-|
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In God’s own image freed from clay
In Heaven’s eternal sphere shall shine
A star of day.”?

The followi.ﬁ'-‘: from To;ﬂady’s H

hymn eomwmen

** Deathless spirit now arise
Soar thou native of the skies,

‘Go to shine before the throne
Deck thle jl:;lfhltg’s erown,

Angels joyful to attend,
Hovering ronnd thy Jmow bend,

Wait to catch the al given
And convey thee quick to Heaven.””

T will give you one ot%gr specimen
from the pen of Alexander Pope, in
which the soul is represented as leap-
ing from the body and flying to glory.
Vital spark ef heavenly flame,
Quit, O quit this mortal frame—
st Xtm whisper. Angels say
k6 world receeds it dlaupp"'e'ara

icring;
Lond 'ﬁ%;.?uuuw
re is thy victory
O deth where is thy sting.”’ * (W
These are few specjmens
among hundreds 1 that might be
roduced in which the soul is repre-
sented as leaving cold mortality be-

hind and soaring uj d, borne on
%wmg‘;ﬂ;ﬁg&ﬁdw
em. A Jese are not 10
ositiv but merely to show

.

ments enter as- element into
the composition of‘aou men, for
the service of song. What is true of
them, is equally true of thqusands
more. : %

But, on the supposition that souls
do not go to Heaven when the body
dies, 'g.:t a grevious ' blunder these
poets have made.. How they 'bhave
eived . themselves and others.

Hat a solemn farce is enacted ev
time those poetic effusions are u
in the worehip of the Most High. O
shades ofs Wealey, Doddridge and
‘v‘m’ o TREE . TR ) ‘-
ery, conte baek from the unseen world
and OOI'R& the mistakes you have
made. Tell us that the heavenly gates
ure el and barred cfnm ke
souls of all the redeemed of the Lord.
Tell us that we who soon expect to

die and leave our bodies in the dust,
need not hope to be admitted into
the immediate presence of God and
the Lamb, until our bodies are raised

from the dead. Te “Xﬁsﬁf}?{;

rophets, A pos-
,ffi&uﬁenble
ad who have died in
: . young, small and
‘Where are they and what are

at. ‘
oingf’i Yea, tell us where are the
the bodies of Enuch and Elijah,one of
whom walked with  God and God
took him, and the other went up in a
chariot of fire? Oﬂﬁ thii)l_‘xgs and
Hardings, ye Crandals and Dimocks,
ye Ainsleys and Chipmans and %’cnp-

pers and Parkers and a host of others
who have taught us from the pulpit
and at the fireside, that those who
walked 'b‘g"'filfh in Jesus,
m?ﬁ e assured that on departing
th y they would have an abun-
dant entrgnce into the glorions King-
dom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus

Christ. Qome and correet the errors
into which you have led us. We
have buried ou&’hm nd mothers,
our brothers and sisters, our compan-
ions and little ones, sustai e&b:P::e
hope—na urance, that while
their bodies ed out of our

their
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carry them straight to the arms of
Jesns to be -always with him. Is
this all ‘wrong? Is.it ;eddelusion?
ave our. poor mis-gui mothers
been . to jall .this. labour. and. pains-
taking, to,fill the minds of their off-
spring with error? = If 80, is it' high
time for us.to lgok ahout ourselves,
and see that we are no. blind leaders
of the blind,, It is time for us to say
to the mothers of the present : Cease
at once and forever to fasten on the
on the young mind ruch false notions,
Let us change the whole course of
instraction “handed down from our
forefathers, and teach our children
and all' who come within the reach
of our influence, that when they die
they are 7ot to go to Heaven, but to
*afwﬂwr ¢ somewhere - between

Earth and Heaven called Paradise,
where they will be %appy cnough to,
be sure, but that into tie third ﬁaw—
Fcn where God resides, “tiey are not
to entér perhaps for ages to. come.

Shall wé do this my friends? Shall

These are scattered like beacon lights
along the coast from. the extreme
south to the most northern point.»
The bitterest - opposition . is . yet
manifested everywhere. Mr. Hubert
has had his furniture seized and sold
three times for baptizing persons
under 19 years of age. . A few years
ago a man of over gO vears of. age,
that lived in the far North, had be-
come convinced from the Bible that
immersion was the only way of bap-

being in the Sotuth, he travelled a
distance of 1100 miles in order to be
baptized, and then back over the
same road, .making 2200 - miles; in
order to follow Ckrist in that; ‘com-
mand, Candidates are immersed-in
the coldest part of winter without
any inconvenience,and the ery cam
no longer be made that Baptists stiek
to warm climates, but we find thatin
cold, rocky Norway, as well as every-
.where else, the true Bible principles
%ill make their way against. all = op-

we make such a decided ehmge G:d. position. If one man has »

this? No God forbid. Than
that with an open Bibie we are not
shat dp 1o such a course as this. . But
wé ¢an say with all confidence Go on
'Christian Mothérs_and Fathers
Z:a.- your children daily and night!
to commit theé keeping of their souls
and bodies to the Lord Jesus. Go
on ye Sabbath-school Teachers and all
‘workers.in ihe vineyard of the Lord.
Teach ‘the children and all around
that all lovers of the I.rd Jesus who
 believe ;Ln his name and trust his
Erlee and do his commandments
ave a home in the house o{ mandy
mansions,” “not made with hands
eternal in the Heavens.” And. tha
wliet they come to the dark river o
death; Angels will bear their emanci-

'home where ‘they shall “rest from
tm labours” and “God shall wipe
away alltéars from their eyes.” Mean.
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b
“who for the joy set before him en-
dared the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down on the right hand of
the Majesty in the Heavens.” .Let. us
follow on in the footsteps of him who
has entered heaven for us, singing as
we go in the language of the poet
William Hunter: = .
* ly, jo onward we move,
ggﬂ{l‘g {o’ :J.lifnl:lnoyf bright spirits above.”
And when we arrive at the end of
our journey, and lay our bodies down
in the grave,and give our spirits back
to God, may we have the assurance
of Rev.Rowland Hill,who when very
aged and exhausted from preaching

{ was overheard, as he passed down the |
aisle of the church repeating slowly

and softly the following lines:

“ And when I’m to die,
Receive me I'll cry;
For Jesus hath loved me, I cannot tell

gy o Doty
But this I can find,
We two are so joined,

He'll mot be in glory and leave me
behind.”

For the VISIOTR.
BAPTISTS IN NORWAY.

I have heard it said that Baptists
could not live and thrive in cold cli-
mates and it does not seem (0 be gen-
erally known that we have a Baptist
Church so far north in Norway that
for more than a month in summer the
sun never sats and for the same length
of time in winter never comes above
the horison, yet such is true. Perhaps
a few facts ugout. the Baptists in that
country, as gathered from Rev.
; y be of interest to
r. Hubert is no:nnxg
m ad 1o
o Norwy. . n.’%i, had an
\“.n ) ”' ‘.\”; { r-
gn his work, I baye
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| that hard

pated spirits up to their Heavenly p

}np h a strong foothold aad accom-

plished so much.in a few years, there
1s Teason to hope that the day is not
distaut when there shall be religious
liberty in Norway and we shall see
‘race of men pressing into
the Kingdom of Christ. in, his own.
appointed ways. ASHER.
ston, April 8, '81.

ITEMS OF INTEREST,

The order of exercises arranged
for theFifty-seventh Anniversary of
the American Baptist Publication

published. - It makes ‘eight large
and provides exercises and
topics for two full days. A note from
Dr, Johnson informed us that “ thése
announced to speak are all pledged
esent and perform duty.”
If " the
their pledges, the endurance of the
delegates will certainly be put to the
extreme  test, and either smelling
bottles or pillows will be in great
demand.—Baptist Weekly.

The American and Foreign Bible
Society has resolved to raise six
thousand dollars for Dr. Brown’s
work in Japan, and ten thousand
dollars for Brother Bennett’s work
in Burmah to be - placed in the treas-
ury of the Missionary Union to the
eredit of these brethren and their
sucessors, to  be speut by them 'in
carrying: forward their gible work.

No less than 40,000 children of the
Fx{i Islanders are mow in Sunday-
Sehool, and thousands of the people
are consistent Christidns, Yet it is
but forty years since these people
were cannibals,

A correspondent of the Standard
asks concerning Dr.Epstein,a Russian
who united with the Baptists of Ohio
more than a year 0: “Shall not
the money be found to allow our
Missionary Union to send him to
Russia? He might become there
what Oncken has been to Germany.
dis knowledge of Hebrew and Greek
fits him to give them a purer ver-
sion of the geriptures in the tongue
in which he was born.”

Messrs. Moody and Sankey have
closed their revival work in Califor-
nia. As one of the results of their
labors, the First Presbyterian Churoh
of Oakland received, on communion
day, 220 persons on profession,
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¢lves so deep

tism, and having heard of Baptists -
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[ Sdciety; to be held at. Indianapolis, '~
commenging - ‘May = 18th, has been -~ ..

rethren are all faithful ‘to




