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SAVIOUR, LEAD ME.

BY REV. OLIVER CRANE, D D.
Saviour, make my pathway plain,
For it leads through many a tangle;
Oft I seem to toil in vain,
Turning many a crook and angle,
Till my worn feet ache with pain.

Let me lean upon Thine arm,
For my limbs are weak and weary;
Saviour, keep me safe from harm,
For the night-is dark and dreary,
And I tremble with alarm. ~

Clouds hang heavy o’er my way,
Shadows, spectre-like flit by me;
Saviour, leave me not their prey,
Let me feel thy presence nigh me,
Lest I wildered go astray.

Let me not, amid the gloom,
Roam at random as a stranger,
But beside me watch asume.
Leading me through every danger,
To my home beyond the tomb.

Let the symbol of thy might,

Light through all my journey yield me,
ILet it be my guide by night,

And from noonday terrors shicld me,
Putting all my foes to flight.

What my future lot may be
Ask I not to have unfolded;
Saviour, “tis enough for me,
If by thee my life is moulded,
And I may but walk with thee.

Though I cannot comprehend
All the reasors of thy leadings,

Yet on thee will I depend.
Satisfied with thy proceedings,

Till my pilgrimage shall end.

Though my faith be often tried—
For thou seemest oft to hide thee?
Still in thee do I confide;

Whom have I in heaver beside thee
Whom have 1 on earth beside?

Saviour, when at length I tread

On the margin of the Jordon.
Let me still by thee be led:

For thou art my spirit’s warden,
Thou alone canst banish dread.

When I, on its billows tossed
Feel its cold waves dash about me,
Take my hand till I have crossed;
Saviour, thou canst do without me,
But without thee Iam lost.

Fisitor Lulpit.

‘“THE GLORIOUS COMPANY OF
APOSTLES.”

THE

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED AT QUEBEC, BY
REV. DAVID MARSH.
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which we have looked upon, and our hands have

handled, of the Word of life;

2 (** For the life was munifestcd. and we have seen
it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal
life, which was with the Father. and was manifested
m.;tg'l!"?x'a)t which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you. that ye also may have fellowship with us-
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Chuiss.

4 ‘“ And these things write we unto you, that your
joy may be full,”—1 John 1: 1-4.

The apostles of the Lord were indeed a
“ glorious company.” A band of men not
only highly distinguished but unique.
They had no equals. The chosen friends
and companions of the Divine Redeemer.
They were selected by himself ; divinely
qualified and ordained. Distinguished
from all others while they lived, and when
they died they left no successors. Among
them there were no degrees of rank.
Jesus checked the first buddings of such a
thought, and rebuked it severely. Mark
9: 33-85: “Yeshall not beso; but he that
is greatest among you, let him be as the
younger, and he that is chief as he that
doth serve.”  Luke 22: 24.30 ; appealing
to his own example, he says, “1 am amon
you as he that doth serve.” Greatness an
dignity reign supreme in that divine sim-
plicity.  And very remarkahle is the fact
that in all the religious communities which
boast the authority of an apostolic suc-
cessien, this divine law, s trodden under
foot; and great swelling words of vanity,
pompous titles, and names of rank, and
d'gnity, are multiplied and abound. And,
moreover, all these ranks, and digpities,
are distinguished and adorned by robes,
decorations, and insignia of varied style
and costliness, proportioned to the apostolic
dignity claimed by each. The striking
contrast, between the true and the false,
which is forced npon us when we look on
this picture, and ou that, cannot but
awaken serious thought. There were how-
ever, among the apostles of our Lord, great
and characteristic diversities of mind and
talent, which strike us as. we read 'the
sacred narrative.  Diversities too, which:
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the Lord himself was -not slow to mark |1
v and even 1o designate by |

and to usil
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‘kept theresealed and under military guard,

‘tude, so'that of the rest durst no man ji

forth at an early period of his ministry,
and impowered to heal the sick, and to call
out demons; but they never took rank
with, nor were incorporated into the num-
ber of the apostles. = These still remained
“the twelve.” One.important distinction
seems to have consisted in their personal
intimacy with the Saviour from the com-
mencement of his ministry ; and their con-
sequent ability to testify of what they had
seen of Jesus, as none others could. This
personal testimony as eye-witnesses, is
expressly distinguished by the Lord him-
self, from the objective testimony of the
Holy Ghost. John 15 : 26, 27 ; “ But when
the comforter is come, whom I will send
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit
of Truth which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall testify of me ; and ye also shall bear
witness, because ye have been with me
from the beginning.”  This Divine Spirit
the Comforter, whilst he did indeed dwell
in the apostles, could aiso bear witness
through other organs; yet there was one
department of the Spirit’s work peculiar
to the apostles, even “the remembrancing,”
as we read John 14 : 26; ¢ But the Com-
forter which is the IHoly Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and Oring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.”  Hence, when Judas fell, the
other apostles deemed it necessary to re-
place him ; but only by one who had com-
panied with them from the beginning. It
1s to be feared, that the abuses and con-
fusion which havé resulted from the doec-
trine and claims of the so-called apostolie
succession, have tended, if not to lessen
our regard for the apostles themselves, at
least to dim our perceptions of their true
dignity and relationship to the Saviour
and of the grand privilege which is ours,
of holding immediate fellowship with them
through their writings.

The wordsselected as the basis of this dis-
cour & place the sukject in a very clear light.
John in the commencement of his epistle,
speaking in the plural number as a member
of “the company of the apostles,”’says, ‘“that
which we have seen and heard,” etc. In
order rightly to receive their testimony we
need to recognize and bear in mind the re-
lationship iu which they stood te the Lord
Jesus himself. How intimatﬁly they were
acquainted with Him, with His personal
history, and all the circumstances which
marked his ministry from beginning to end.
They continued with him in all his temp-
tations. They were in an especial manner
his confidants 2nd friends. John, 15: 15—
* Henceforth I call you not servants, for
the servant knoweth not what his Lord
doeth ; but I have called you friends, for
all things that I have heard of my Father I
have made known unto you,” They, wyith
him,formed one family er community. They
had one purse, they fared alike. If he had
not where to lay his head, they shared his
poverty and reproach. When others went
back and walked no more with him, they
stood firm. It wasenly when under the
last fierce temptation, that . their faith
failed them. A discipline, which, with its
results was probably needful as part of
their training, and in the midst of which
they never lost their deep, underlying love
and regard for the Master, They were
still the witnesses of all his sufferings; of
his mental agonny ; of the protracted ig-
nominy and 1nsult which he endured in the
halls and places of judgment, the heart-
less cruelty of the crucifixion, the last long
agony of dying. They saw his lifeless body
deposited in the tomb; and that it was

Early on the resurréction morn they were
on the spot and saw the tomb open and
empty, and the vision of angels who said
that he was alive. 'And more than all they
saw himself, and that so frequently, and
with attendant circumstances which ‘they
80 well and so minutely describe, as enables
us to have fellowship with them in all their
strange impressions, and emotions, their
mental conflicts, and slowness of heart to
believe, by which they were the better
qualified to be witnesses of his resurrection.
And above all, they, more tham any others,
were with him during the forty days when
he shewed himself alive after his passion,
and spake to them of the things pertaini
to the kingdom of God. They also hear
his latest utterances, when he was taken up
from them, and a bright cloud received
him out of their sight. Thus they bécame,
after his resurrection, and ascension the
special representatives of an absent Lord,
and in a most important sense the deposi-
taries of his trath and rj all ‘which
was. wonderfully confirmed by ‘the events
of the day of Pentecost, which were such
as to render the a ic name and office,
yet more exalted in ‘the eyes of ‘the multi-

himself unto them. '

apostiés - as ‘farnished ' in ‘the' g

became servapt of all, furnishing an ex-
ample to them in ali possible circumstances.
Consequently “the traditions of® apostolie.
sees, or places where aposties filled the
office of bishop, are doubtful in the extremé,
and among them the so-called episcopate
of Peter at Rome. Even on historie
grounds, it is questionabie whether Peter
ever saw Rome. Certainly there is nothing
in the New Testament which.favors such
an idea, but theé reverse. Much more is it
doubtful whether as an apostle he could
become bishop of Rome without proving
unfaithful to ‘his apostolic commission.
While the apostles remained at Jerusalem,
they were not bishops, they were distinct
from“the Elders. James was evidently the
f)resident, though he was not an apostle.

aul was for three years at Ephesus, as we |
learn from his address to the elders of the
place, Acts 20 : 28 ; but he was not there as
a bishop but as an apostle.

Having thus noticed the peculiar quali-
fications of the apostles for their office, and
their relationship to their divine pastor, we
proceed in the second place to direct our
attention to the exclusive subject of their
testimony, “IThe Word of Life.” Some
may suppose that this expression is equiva-
lent to “the doctrine of life and salvation.”
But while the doctrine of life, and of the
way of salvation are unquestionably in-
cluded ; it is he himself who is primarily
intended, who is “ The Life,” and in whoa
as its source and true foundation it per-
manently dwells,John 1: 4; “Inhim was
Life ; and the Life was the Light of men.”
Dr. Goadby has said with great force and
beauty, “that Christianity did not enter the
world in the form of a creed or catechism’;
it did not come as a ready-made standard,
or system of faith; it did not come as a
dogma thinkable or unthinkable; it came
as a man ; it came in the power and might
of a personal life and history (and to some.
extent it retains them still,) objective to
human thought and perception. ft brought
down the divine and eternal within the
limits of human experience, human fellow-
ship, and human life.” Thus coneeiving
rightly of the apostolic character, and of
the place which the apostles occupy in the
economy of human salvation,we are enabled
to comprehend the place and nature of the
testimony which they bear, while they de-
clare again and .again, “these things write
we unto you, that ye may have fellowship
with us.” Thus we see that the testimon
of the apostles must be borne to Jesus Christ
exclusively, as the grand source from which
all saving truth and knowledge must be
developed. tot to a creed or system of
doctrines, so mueh as to a divine person
whose history is the gospel, whose life is
the light of men. Hence we hear Paul
saying, “brethren when I came to you, I
came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony
of God : forI determined not to know any-
thing among you save Jesus Christ and him
crucified.” The apostolic testimony to the
Lord Jesus Christ; however, is a wide sub-
ject. “Great is the mystery of Godliness.”
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
the Gentiles, believed oa in the world, re-
ceived up “into glory.” The pre-existence
of the Redeemer.in the glory which he had
with the Father before the world was; the
miracalous and intensely interesting history
of his incarnation, occupying for ages ' the
prophetic mind; and attracting the intelli-
i;ences of heaven and ,of earth—the not
ess wonderful records of his life and min..
istry ; the wisdom of his teaching, and the
grace and glory of his mighty works ; - the
putting away of sin by the sagrifice of him-
self, and the establishing of his kingdom
:}' his resurrection and ascension to the

ather, and all this as blending and re-
conciling, harmonizing and mﬁ_uing, all
things which Geod had spoken ; “ forto him
give al) the prophets witness;” all things
centre in Christ. = The story of Christ cru-
cified, as the apostles told it, is no meagre
affair.  'Well might Paul exelaim, “ I am
not ashamed'of ‘the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every
one who believeth, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek.” . /This apostolic testimony
is as fresh to-day as when they first invited:
men to their fellowship ; and as amply and
gloriously meets the needs of a perishing
‘world ; hoh:iaiﬁ)pn the door of faith to
the gentiles, ang essing the souls of God’s
children. .And thus believing bave fellow-:
ship with: the apostles, and thus their joy
rh oo.;umorw .'.l‘hi;is the place ;whil
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fellowship with them in their very handling
and tasting of the Word of Life ; and thas
woybalt i1 their diyinel __-!wroint ppre-
heusion, of the er and the Son. The
vraisetgla;c , 88 s%ﬂieif}de,
scriptive de ifore dur mental
vision, living rpa 'g-mxty
and power, which we know to be faithful
as photographs. We have sometimes
looked on the religious paintings,(so called)
ofj the great masters, and have admired
beautiful faces and figures, magnificent
coloring and drapery, finely expressed sen-
timents of grief, or jov, or devotion, in the
countenance of men .and women and
angels; but we knew all the while that
these are only the creations of the painters’
fancy ; they appeal to the senses, and ex-
cite the passions, in variows measure or
degree, according to the artistic or super-
suitious susceptibilities of the admirer, but
lead no nearer to the truth. Nay, often
truth and history are sacrificed and vio-
lated. It there is any feHowship prodnced
it is with the painters ‘and not with the
apostles. It is far otherwise when we look
on scenes made real and vivid by the
faithful word painting of these living wit-
nesses. Take for instance, the ordinance
of baptism as described by an apostolic
eye witness, and we see, not asin an
ancient painting by ene of the Great Mas-
ters, a man standing with his head on one
side, who looks as if he might be receiving
a drop of water out ‘of a clam shell in the
hand of another man, who of course is the
baptizer ; but we see the whole veritable
transaction, the going down into the water,
the immersion, and the coming up out of
the water; and in the case ot our Lord’s
baptism we hear the voice from heaven
saying, “ this is my beloved son, in whom
I am well pleased.” Thus it is also with
other scenes at Bethany, or Gethsemane, or
Calvary, orin the upper room where on
the same night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord instituted the ordinance of the
supper. And besides bistorical narratives
and descriptive records, when the apostles
came to expeositions, or revelations of divine
trath or predictions of future events, we
know that the Holy Spirit is speaking to us
through his own divinely chosen and quali-
fied organs; and that while we have fel-
lowship with' them, their fellowship is with
theFather and with hisSon, Moreover when
we read their recorded sermons and ad-

3

Y | dresses we feel that it is the * apostles” we

are listening to.

The exegesis and expositions of the
great truths of the gospe’E are those of the
apostles. ' The reasonings are their reason-
ings ; ‘the illustrations, and applications of
truth are theirs. 'We drink at the fountain
head of truth. We are brought by the
agostles to the * pure river of the water
of life, clear as crystal, ‘proceeding out of
the throne . of God and of the Lamb, 'and
the Spirit. and'the Bride say come, and 1et
him tnat heareth say come, and let him
that is athirst come, and whosoever will
let him take of the water of life freely.”
4th. If these views are correct, they fur-
nish the moxt conclusive argument against

.what is called “ tradition.”” The - apostles

as such had no successors. They could ot
possibly have any such. ' Their divine ap-
pointment and qualificatious render ‘it im!
possible ; and their life-work ' and ' writin

render it unnecessary.  They, like their
great Master, had a work’ assigned them,
which no others could perform, and’ they
did it well. ' They finished their tégtimony.
They declared and recorded * all the words
of this life,” so that we are endbled to af-
firm,'that the eventsof Christ’s life are some
of the best authenticated facts in the history
of the world. ' The objective reality of the’
Lord’ls life %n mug as ‘it appedrsin the
gospels, confirmed by apoftolic vestimony,
¢onstitutes the brow{ fouadation of Ch A
tian theology. - For there is no doctrine;
nor Ereccpt, nor ordinanee which the apos-
tles have not ‘delivéred tous; + m_rm

as his divine power hath given to us”all
things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of ‘him that hath’
called us to glory and virtue.” T'hus the
Christian and apostolic religion is' serip-
tural to the exclusion of tradition.  «“For
I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book ; if an

man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written

in this book,” etc. ~As we have seen he
who arinks of the living water, drinks at
the foun ;
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no room is left for tradition, of any kiyg

or form., N
Z ugh' not, authoritative, try
bave churgll history, and g,
t Christian trine, which w,
» hly,' as occupying an importay
e among our sources of informat.ion,

and as simple history, being very valuable:
in which we see the conrse of ‘the~ gospe}
through successive ages, and among the
different nations and tribes of men, ang
this history well repays our careful study,
We see the conflicts of the gospel with the
varions forms of idolatry, and Philosophy ;
and the results of these conflicts, neit.he;
few or smaill. ~“We ‘see ‘also the polities
struggles into whi¢h the Christians were
forced, with governments and kings, who
songht te crush them, and to expiate thej
religion, until the time of Constantine,
And we afterward see still fiercer, ang
more deadly struggles when princes aud
governments having professedly yielded to
the power of Christianity and adopted the
name, became its avowed allies, and they
took it under their protection and author
ity. All this we learn from history, and
also what resulted from such alliance. The
puage of history i3 strangely stained with
blood, throagh succeeding records of Chris.
tian nations, with their armies and sanguin-
ary conflicts, to this day. And Christian
nations have standing armies and fearful
military records. Bu: in all this there
no fellowship with the -apostles. We sge
also in the history of these past ages, the
part which the gespel has taken in the pro-
gress of human civilization and “improve.
ment, and which is more, we have its mar-
vellous adaptedness to all possible states
and conditions of mankind. But in every
age and amid all changes, the apos-
tles and ‘their testimony have rémained
the same.  They sit on twelve thrones
judging the'twelve tribes of Israel. Their
boasted sucoessors who say they are apos-
tles and are not, but do lie, have done all
in their power to exclude and silence the
true apostlee, and to degrade them from
their seats of aathority, n order that they
may exalt themselves, ' Their leader is that
man of sin, who seems now to be revealed,
the son of perdition, wﬁo op and ex-
alteth himself above all that 1s called God,
or that is worshipped, ete., etc.—2 Thess.
2: 8-4. The bitter hatred of divine truth
and the fiéree delight with which the testi-
rmony of these apostlés is “commritted to
the flames, even at this day by Romish

/| priests is sad proof of this, ‘The_apostles

.aTre forbidden to speak, and men to listen.

his surely intbQ-mﬁa', naster, devi Satan
and the strength of 2’ ;.S:dmat@’system:
“But all flesh 18 grass and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass. The grass
‘withereth and the flower thereof falleth
away; but the word of the Lord endureth
for.ever. ' -And thisis'the word which by
the gospel is preached unto you,” ' In the
‘midst of all the still small voice ' is  heard,
“ Have fellowship,with us.”’. Not only is
fellowship with the apostles the grand
‘safegunard of the chiurch against all heresy
and defection from the srath, bat - when
such predicted falling away from the trath
had taken place in consequence of forsaking
the fellowship ‘of -the apostles, .the only
‘means of recovery and . reformation have
‘been found in a simple return: td the first
principles‘of the ofieles of ' God. Every
true revival ofi religion has had the Bible
s its foundation and its ehief instrument,
‘and doubtless it will be 8o to the end. The

histories of Wickliffe and Luth their
times, are striking illustra quggtﬁ The
Reformation did great work.in this depart-
‘ment of Bible translation.  "Phe revival of
the missionary spifit' daring the last cen-
tury and its wonderfy ress during the

present century has resul
iation of the Scrif,t.n_m'intp it is not, easy
‘to say how many languages, but eaeh bless-
ed and faithful effort of the . brought
multitudes of our fellowmen: the hap-
py position in whieh' they can’ “hear the

apostles say, have fellowship with us. It
will be o they thod s ¥ R e,

;.m which
we are discussing bears i,rew on the sub-
ject of Bible translation. W hcﬁg ap-
ostles lived, the miraculous gifs. of tongues
greatly facilitated the work ' of ‘making
known th'wl of Christ. And at an
eurly period in the history of Christianity,
the work of Bib tion was com-

menced. For it was felt to be of b
importance that ery man shou 'ufdm:n
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