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sanctiticitio. " —1 b
Tie prescher having sct forth vari-
ous peculiarities ol the doctrine, came

0 the discussion ol the question asto
where sunctification is completed.
Ile said : :

If runctification be a progression|
towards holiness, when shall that ulq
timate condition be attained ? If jt.be
a continual advancement toward
rome divirely determined end, when!
shall that end be reached? Ifit be the
gradnal fulfilment of a divinely de-
clared purpose, when shall that pur-
pose be accomplished? If it be a
process of growth within a quicken-
od sou!, when shall the soul enter up-
or. the blessedness of full fruition?
These are questions demanding atten-
tion, and tho answer thereto must be
determined by the results of sach
completion as such rosults aro mads
known to us in the Scripture,

1. One of these results will be the
fulness of andisiurbed salisfaction.

The only satisfaction pussiliv v us
ou the earth is that whicu cviice cavin
knowing that, by obedien:e to e
truihy aud by the use ul aii diviucy
ordained agencies, the soul o Cuutiu-
ually advascng asivug e dido u
divine ~ direction. But unceasing
progress involves degrees, both as to
methods and results; and the ulti-
mate degree stands inseparably con-
nected with all antecedent degrees.

A man may set out upon a jouraey
with his desires and purposes all
turned to the point of destination.
Ile may secure his ticket, and know
that posscasion thereof entitles him
to complete conveyance. But if,
with that ticket in his possession, he
lviters at the end of the depot until
the train has passed out at the other,
we should not consider him very far
advanced toward the fulfilment of
his desires. Or if, aftcrc journeying
many miles, he leaves the train to
pursue momentary gratifications and
become absorbed with immediate
attractions, he still keeps himself re-
moved from ultimate satisfaction.
if, when reaching some mountain
summit, his mind becomes over
charged with the enchantments of
surrounding ecenery, and he steps
acide, saying:

My willing soul would stay

In such a frame as this,;

And sit and sing itself away,
he will more than likely ind that sit-
ting and sir;ing are not well calculat-
ed to accomplish his original purpose.
In short, the satisfaction conneocted
with consumwmated plans and fulfilled
desires, can be attained only by press-
ingt towards the mark set before us
whan thegourney began,

And how often it transpires that
even with the assurance of salvation
in our souls, we 8o loiter by the way
or become so absorbed on the heights
whereunto we have already attained
that we grow careless of present duty,
and lose the stimulus of conscious
necessity for further advancement,
and - subject ourselves to anooying
disappointments and failures.

.And even while in the supposed
course of duty, how prone we are to
become dissatisfied with our limited
pewers for doing, and our limited
strength for enduring. How we
sometimes long for a spliere of labor
different from that in which we fin !
oursclves already placed. How fre-
quently we are disturbed hyour short-
comings, and by thejreal or imaginary
failings of those around us. How
over-anxious we sometimes are to pry
into God's unreyvealed secrets; and
instead of piercing hidden mysteries,
picrcing ourselves thfoagh with
sorrows. Truly the realm of undis-

turbed satisfaetion lies beyond these|
disturbances that attach themselves|

to humsa frailty, And that realm
must be reached. The tr:ulz
fruition. But oh! not here :

' Nt et where every dream of bliss dé- |

cinline lastg, o long wiil there be de-
grees of sanctification yet ynattained, |
The oold in the crucible 18 not
moved from the fire until it has beén
thoroughly purifiéd. The refineniits
and watches and fecdg the flame and
removes the drosg, until from out the
surface his'own feflected image shines
forth with unmistikable clearness.
Continued subjection to fire proves
the continuad existence of impurity.
Aud so, the very trial of that faith

which is far more precious than per-
ishinz gold, makes evident, the fagt
that faith is not yet completely fanc-
tified. 8o long as we find ourselveg'

as psins and aches and burdens and
griefs are inseparabls from our exis-
tenoce, 80 long shall we know that we
have not vet apprehended that, for
whiech also we have been apprehend-
ed.

« Nor will any real or affected in-
sensibility to the rigors of this dis-
oipline justify a different conclusion.
When ﬁ’:ml has told us the story of
his abandant revelations, he tells us,
also, of the susceptibilities of his
human nature. He comes back from
the third heaven, and assures us he
has not forgotten his earthly suffering.
'I'ne thorn still rankles. in his flesh,
and even his exalted religious ex-
periences have not made him insensi-
bla to ite painfalness, How strange!
| we sav, that 2 ransomed soul, who in
veatnmea of plory has flown upward
%0 very near to God. should falter in
s fhight, and tell na of a burdened
fnature in which he groaned for de-
liverance, And yet, how true ! that
the wings which are made capable of
bearing the eagle to his rock-bound
and cloud-capped home, are made
susceptible also to weakness and
weariness, that by-and-by may furl
them in the dust.

Chords that vibrate sweetest pleasure
Thrill the deepest notes of woe.
And souls that sometimes soar aloft
to God in raptures of sublimest joy,
are subject, also, to quiverings of dis-
tress that sometimes lay them low in
this vale of sorrow and of tears.

I have somewhere read of a man,
who, in relating his experience said :
* Brethren ! I have just buried my
wife and ail my ohildren ; and, glory
to God for religion, I didn’t feel it a
bit.” Were that an actual experienoe,
I venture the affirmation that if the
flint-hearted sabject of it could have
felt his loss more deeply, he would
have felt religion more truly.. Such
insensibility te griefs that pierce
these freshly natures is no proof of
superior progress in spiritual attain-
ments. It indicates rather an absence
of that religion which brings a soul
closest to God.

The inspired records of Christian
experience in every age, encourages
the belief, that the measure of our
sensitiveness to the ills which flesh is
heir to, may be made the measure of
our adaptation to receive the choicest
of the Almighty’s bestowments, Be-
hold such men as Isaiah and Jere-
miah! Men whose hearts throbbed
with deepest sorrow over national
tribulations and defeats ; men

whose lips utiered the bitterest
lamentations over a captive Israel ;
men whose pens traced the experi-
ences of those whose eyes were often
wet with tears when silent harps hung ;
upon the willows that fringed the
banks of Babylonian rivers : behold
such men raised to the loftiest real-
izatious of God’s Erosence, and rest-
ing in firmest faith upon the divine
assurance of deliverance and restora-
tion. Behold the Tishbite prophet,
carrying his heavy burden of care in-
to the dosért and praying for relief
in death ; aud see him yet again in a
chariot of fire, borne over a pathway
of glory to his home beyond the skies.
at the records of later times;

and we shall soon discover that those
who came closest to Jesus and re-
ceived his gracious bestowments in
measure,were those who came

to with hearts crushed beneath
thy pressure of earthly afflictions. At
the gate of the city of Nain, and with-
in the almost sacred borders of Beth-
any; the brightest manifestations of
sorrow: As when

guhjeet to afflictive dtweiptine;sotong|

And our souls are thrilled with the
harmony of heaven’s chorai response:
“ These hey who have come out
of great trribulagion.” #

In the lighgof such experiences, 1
do not envydhe man, who with sus-
picious eerdmity, says he lives, and
moves beyohd the reach of edrfthiy
troubles,and above the susceptibilities
of human weakness; and that he is
undigtnrbed by those tribulatioms
which drive so many crushed and
wounded spirits to the bosom of their

loved and loving Lord. = . v, .,
gompleioe?mnct,iﬁcation will *thost

assuredl brin cessation from gll af-
flictive discipline ; but that glorious

consummation’ will be reached “only
in thatland, where the wicked eédse
from troubling and the weary are st
rest. hy

3. A similar conclusion with refér.
ence to this period of perfect holifidss
is drawn from the fact that the résult
of such perfection will be complete
likcness to Christ. Fhis is the mark
set before every sanctified believer.
We prees, not simply toward  the
prize that is contingent upon “our
reaching the mark ; but toward the
mark itself,”even “ The stature of a
perfect man m Christ Jesus.,”

But® who has already attained that
stature in this body * of flesh ? "Who
has ever crossed the mark, this ‘side
the gates of pearl * Who, with feet
still pressing the pathways of this
sin-cursed earth, has ventured 'to
claim attainment of ¢ the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ?”
For this, indeed, we must unceasing-
lylstrive ; abd each flying moment
should bring wus  nearer  the
goal. The life we now live by faith
in thé 8on of God, should be a_high-
er, holigr life to-day than it was yes-
terday. Itshould bea higher, holier
life to-morrow than it is to-day, In
fervent effort and 1n simple trust, in
careful wntchm“@d in patient wait-
ing, let every measnre of acquisition
become a new point of departure to-
ward yet more abundantgrace. “Now
arc we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be ; but
we know that when he shall appear,
we shall be like him, for we shall see
him ashe is,” '

How momentous and imperative
are the duties growing out of the
traths thus set before us! In con-
sidering our conditivn as heirs of
salvation, we cannot doubt, we dare
not depreciate the value of knowing
what we are saved from; but how
diligently should we geek to in-
crease our knowledge of what we are
saved for! How necessary that we
cherish grateful and perpetual re-
membrance of past deliverances; but
what greater necessity for remember-
ing the duties connected with present
attainments and fature possibilities !
While we should keep our soul abid-
ing joyfully in the belief, that God’s
purpose of grace includes redemption
from penal liabilities already inqarred
through the enmity of the patural
heart, let not our faith fail to grasp
the fact that this divine purpose in-
cludes, also, an adequate and avail-
able provision for the avoidence of
future liabilities, by destroying the
enmity by which they are induced.
Let not the exultant joy of p;
guilt, encourage a neglect of
and unceasing preparation for the en-
Joyment of heavenly fellowshi
the employments of a holy servige.,
This truth within your minds reheaise

That is God’s boundless universs, . .
Is boundless better—boundless warse,
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ties or uncongenial to your tastes?
And does it not occur to you that tie

oy of - eternal pursui its is dependent:
so @pon adeguate qualifications and
‘dongenial | dispJsitit How is it

possible jthat ti possess 1o
aptitude and cherish no lowgor holy

joyment from such service continued
through endless ages of eternal years!

And sometimes,’ t60, you think -of
these who once were boutia*to you in
ties of earthly affection, and who long
ago entered; into - You

od’s ¢ _
reme berhﬁvtheﬁov&dtﬁ aviodr

love for him intensified their love for
you. You rémember whefe they
went for comfsrt, when the storms of
affliction béat so hard, and the batile
of life went so strongly against them.
You remenber when their eyes grew
dim and glassy, and their'weary feet
went down amid the shadows of the
valle{,ehow they looked up smilingly
and beheld the King in his beauty
and the land not very far off. As
they entered the ehilling waters of
the narrew stream, you remember
how they leaned 8o securely upon the
comforting staff, and how the unseen
rod stretched out over the icy fiood
and opened for them safe passige to
the golden shores. And some of the
brightest colors in which you areeven
now painting your own immortality,
are tinged with hopes of reunion
with these kindred spirits in a better
life, DBut again we ask, how is it
possible that our, continued disin-
clication to share their earthlydaith
and hope, should qualifv you for
sharing their heavenly love and ser-
vice ?

No, no, fellow-sinmer! In your un-
renewed, unredeemed, unsanctified
condition, you are unfit for heaven.
Up there, you would find yourself un-
possessed of any capacity, for n-
1al comyanionship with those  who
throng the shining eourts, and stand
b;side t.hek etern t.hmnﬁ; }lf,p there
they speak a language that here you
have never learned, and that ch’;re

ou could never speak. -
osannas that fill all heaven with

mony from your lips ; and the melody
of golden harps touched by the spirit-,
fingers of white-robed angels, would
but ring discordant notes within your
unsapctified soul,

Alittle boyhurried from school one

one side, exclaimed : “ Oh, . I’'m so
glad to get home.”' Said the mother :
*“ Why do you call'this home ?” For
a moment. the - lips - hesitated ; but
speedily and successfully the heart
grappled ‘the mighty question, and
the answer came, “ Because -mother
is here.”  Ah yes ! home is a place
where the inmates share a common
hame, a common nature, @ COMMON
possession, and & common love and
service. i ' ‘

Home’s not merely four square walls,
Though with pictares hung and gilded;
Home is where affection calls, ‘
Filled with shrines the heart has builded.

- Imaginie yourself in a foreign land,
resolving'to rush unbidden into a
stranger’s house, and call that house
you home, You enter with a desire
and determination to fiod rest, shel-

| ter, refreshment, happiness; but no

sooner have your feet crossed  the

threshold than the unfamiliar sur-
touni'm%ab:{’ "‘yoq“ with " discontent,
. You ven-
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