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BAPTIST UNION OF ('ANADA )

Tu1s organization includes the Bap-
tists of the Upper Provinces, nums
bering some 27,000. As yet the Bap-
tists of the Lower, or Maritime Pro-}
vinces, numbering some 37,000, are
not igcluded in i&. The Union held:
its sccond Annnal meeting in_ thejp
Olivet churoch, Montreal, en the 26¢th{
27th, and 28th, of Ootober. The
services began at 980 a. m., with a
de\ otionai meetiny, presided over by

ev. Dr. Clarke, pastor of the Olivet
chumh. At its conclusion, the Pre-
sident, Hon. Senator McMaster, not
having arrived, the Vice-President,
A. A. Ayer, Eaq., of Montreal, pre-
sided. Committees on Credentials,
Nomination of Officers, Special Busi-
ness, Arrangements for Sescion of
1882, Resolutions, &c., were appoint-
ed. The annaal reports of the Secre.
tary and Treasurer, were them read|
by the Secretary, Rev. A, H. Munro.
A communication from Principal
Dawson was read, offering the use of
McGill University Library and Ma-

suem, to the members of the Union. }

The President, Hon. Senator Mo-
Master, having arrived for the after-
noon session, took the chair and de-
livered an address, of which the fol-
lowing i3 & synopsis:

BreTareN oF THE Baprrist Unton | Y

or Caxapa,—I am happy to be pre-
sent at this the second annual meet-
of our body assembled in the metro-
polis of our Dominion. Much anxie-
ty has been felt for the success of this
meet.mg, not only among brethren of
this city, but throughont our wide
constiteency, and our friends here
have exerted themselves to the utmost
to make our visit pleasant, and our
gatherirg successful. When we oon-
sder the great 4itdade lrom Mon-
treel at which the majority of the
Baptists of Ontario and Quebco live,
the number in attendanee oaght to be
cratifying to our hosts. When- the
Constitution of this Union was adopt-
ed at St. Catherines two years a,
some of the practical diflicalties in
the way of merging all our toaevolen&

organization- in. a sipgle
not foreseen. A careful examination

has demonstrated that some of the
old chartered Societies which we|io0q
attempted to fuse into the Umon,
could not make over their property
to it without special legislation, Qur
brethren of this city aad wicinity
fearéd to dissolve the Eastern Con-
vention, least their home mission
work shou!d suffer. Their feeling
has spread to the Western Conven-|°
tion, and during the past year the
conviction has deepened “that the
work of Home Missions can be done
intelligently nnd eﬁecutely, iny by
maintaining ﬁxege two ‘.?ga
as separate oxgamzat bus
this view prove to be thecorrecy, one,
there is still & most important sphere | |
for the aapm to fill, the work
of foreign missions, the entire workj
of higher education, both for our
ministry and forour young people of
both sexes; the maintenance of our
ministers who have worn themselves
out in serving the church, and the!
support of the widows - and.
of those who have gone to their mat‘
and their reward, the mmunoo 80
much n;eﬂe& in oar t lm:'t.h-1
West. ege are nn whi
do not belong e.pec &a qb
vention, but require to’ be

and ed in an asserbly like thix,
composed as it is of raprese
from the churches both East and’
West, to discuss the beas
g:at interests, and to phowhel for |*
'm, our brethren lromdl

lmwnmm i

vay can “

s

officient aotion. 'he&d-uol dne»

Juty to the utmostof his abxlmr The
toil will not be long. The rest and
the reward will be‘etetnal. Death is
thinning oar rankes! ‘Some of our
forémest traders and workmen have'

l

{fdllen at their post since our last

médting. This very church is still
‘wet with tears for one of its most
ved workers, suddenly summoned
rom the deaconship and superinten-
dent’s dedk to hear from the Master’s

ps, % Well done good and faith-

[ ‘servant,” When ancther year
has passed aod ‘the Union meets
again, 'someé of - Christ's soldiers
now present will not answer to the
roll call, but it matters not whether
we be héro or up yonder, forif we
aro faithful He who died to redeein
us shall be glorified alike by our life
and by our death.  Thanking you
now, my much esteemed brethren,
for the honor conferred on me last
year in electing me the First Presi-
dent of the Union, I will endeavor to’
discharge the duties of my position to
the best of my ability until the time
for elcction of officers, when you will
be good enough te pu‘t another in
this Chair. I am uawilling to occup y
any position of responsibility only in
name, and my circumstances are such
that. it is quite impossible tor me to
be your Presidert in fact. Let the
name and the honor go to some one
wio can do the work of President,
which, under the existing circum-
stanoes; I-cannot-do. The -work and
t e honor should always be insepar-

able. As I eannot do the férmer I
cannot consent to retain the latter.
You will, therefore, save me pain and
ourselves i inconvenience by regard-
ing this.intimation as final. But as
an humble member of the Union I
shall in all your efforts to promote
the cause am{ the Kingdom of Christ
give you my cordial support, my co-
oporauon aod my prayers.

The Rev. Thos. Gales read a com-
viunication from the promoters of the
Canada Temperance Act, seeking the
eqdarement and co-aperation of the
Union.

‘The following gentlemén ‘were
elected officers of the Umon - Presgiy
dent, J. A. Boyd, M. A, Q. C.; Vice
Presidents, A. A., Ayer and John
»| Harris, Eeq’s’; Secretary, Rev. A. H.
Manro; Treasurer,H. E. Buchan, M.
D, In the absence of Mr. Boyd Mr.
Ayer todk the nhair,

/The Roport of the Board of Trus-

. of the Canadian Literary Insti-
tute, was read by Rev. J. Dempsey,
which showed that the Institute finan-
cially, as well as in the number . of
stadents, was in & most satisfactory
c,anition. Rev. 8. A. Dvke had suc-

ed in raising 882,528 in pledges
and ' cash, 867,500 of which were to
bo placed to the endowment fund,
and 1he balance to current expenses.
Already $12,870.25. of the above
Yamotat has been paid.  The relations
bétween the Inltitnt.e and the Theo—
ogical College nto, ‘'were: re-
Bbm't.ed’t.o ‘bé m t fn ndly," and the
outlook for both as eucoumgmg

‘Rev. Mr. Mclmmn read the report
on the Theologwal Department at
Woodstock. It deplored the ‘death
.| of Professor Tarrance, and showed
tﬁ;t this departmeat was how nrerged
in the Toronto College. ‘It stated that
during the 20 years of its existence
whﬁﬂ&m had been ew.

‘2 lro:m“ &dy ’eithiad

u’u British Columbia and India.

v Dr emh mde s statement con-
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need of moresystematic work on part.
of the ehurches in securing fonds for
benevolent objeéts.

The Rev. T. lafleur read the e
port,_of . the Grand. ngne Mission,
The number of baptisms daring: theq
year was 34. In Montreal they had
obtained ‘a plot 6f'ground for'a new
church, the cost of which, lncludmg
the ground, they estimated at $12,000,
Of this sum they had .received sub::
scriptions er promises of them to the
amount of $3,500.  As soon as they
had got $10,000 they iutended to
commence operations, The report
also spoke of the peculiar difficulties
with which the work was beset. '

The Rev. A. L. Therrin a young
wan of good address, and the producs
of the mission work, spoke effective-
ly and mentioned the fact that now
there were 15 charches connected
with the mission. i

The Rev. A. II. Munro read the
report of the Home Missionary Con-
vention East which was spoken to by
Rev. J. Alexander. The following'
gentleman were then introduced to
the Convention and made addresses,
viz,, Dr. Stephenson, Rev. Principal
Grant, of Kingston,Rev.Dr.McArthur
New York, Dr- McKenzie, Rev. Mr.
Pratt, of Vermont States Conventlon
and Rev. J. E. Hopper of the Visi

TOR.
Rev. Dr. St.ephenson represented

himself as a Baptist if not fallen
away from grace, at least fallen away
from the faith and practice of Bap
tists, but as one who still entertained
for them a warm and generous love.
Principal Graot congratulated the
Denomination on the consolidation: ef
their educational work at the impor-
tant centres of Woodstoek and Tor:
onto. Dr. MoArthur spoke of * his
love for Canadian Baptists, and weak
churches and promised help toward
the erection of a Baptist church edi-
fice at Lachute. Dr. McKenzie said
he was a ‘Scotch Canadian Yankee.
He was born an Episcopalian but was
submerged in a great torrent and had.
remained so ever since. He com-
mended the Canadian Baptists for
their zeal, and thought the Unian
ought to inciude the Maritime Pro-
vinces. Rev. J. E. Hopper spoke of
the necessity for some kind of union
of the Baptists of the Upper and
Lower Provinces in order to justify
the name “ Baptist Union ofCanada.”
He referred to the necessity for unit-
ed effort to give assistance to' the
feeble beginnings made by our broth-
ren in Manitoba and the North We
to the hop= that Toranto Theologics
Oollege might become the school
which those of our graduates sbo :
go who'do not remain at Acadia, 2

to the question of some united w :
in India in & theological school wh a
such a demand shall become impe
tive. He Hinted at the appointmer
of committees on. oonpapondeuoe

alaotos'thenmd;,ypfnndmg ' 1'1

egates from the Union to the Mafi
time Convention and viee versa. T
| ¢0uld do no injury and m;m‘lu

oom‘orpmoUnwnx!;t woreb

' of things is thus nmnly inpertnt

knowledge is simply 8 medly of fact
and fiction, bf truthh 4nd error, the
last named élément Kaving by far the
greater preponderance. From the
incipient ideas. of childhood to the
mature t.houghts of riper years, truth
and error seem to combine 8o ciosely }

impossible to draw the line of distiric-
tion between them. We are not sur-
prised at the sentiment of Carneads,
who maintained that ¢« error is'so
blended with truth that the reception
of truth is impossible, and that the es-
sence of phllosophy consists.in a sus.:
pension of opinion.”

The process ‘throngh whxcb the
mind reaches the knowledge of truth
is of a peculiar and interesting  char-
acter. Jdnfancy is the period of un-
suspecting ‘credulity. - It implicitly
believes all it hears, and confides in
the genuineness of all it sees. Inno-
cent itself, and untaught to dissemble,
it cherishes no. suspicion as to the
veraeity of senior years. - Advancing
age, however, gradually produces a
marked change. The lessons of ex-
perience awaken growing . distrust in
taen and things. Discerning youth
soon -discovers with disappointment
and regret that many of its supposed |
verities are but specious ‘fictions or |
simply pretences. The ghttenqg let-
ters of gold which decorates the mer-
chant’s sign-board are found to con-
sistof ¢heap paint ; ‘and the glowmg
tales, whi¢h hiad furnished 8o ‘much
delightful entertainment during the
unsuspecting hours of childhood, are
found to be idle fabrications or glow.
ing untruths. Distrust, onde awaken-
ed,leads the juvenile mind to lose’con- :
fidence in everything. If Tife’s early |
faith has been so basely betrayed,what.
wonder if the' mind recoils: distrust-
ingly from reposing confidence in any-
body or an\xtbin; ? ' Henoce the tem-
dency of adnlt age to scepsicism. and
infidelity. It mqmres all the wisdom
of mature age to restore mental equi-
poise, and to convinee deceived and | 108
faithless minds that amid all that is
false and specious in the world there
is much in which . we may bclxeva
with implicit credence.\

It has always been the ost.ennble
object of thinking minds to ‘discover
truthyand to make that truth known
tothe world. Two formidable ob-
stacles have rendered the accomplish- |
ment of this object difficult, nﬂ\ not
impossible. ‘The finiteness and weak- | of
neds of the human mballéet is the ﬂmt‘
and, by far the most sérious, . Limit:
ed in the range and power of his men,
tal endowments, the most. profound
thmk!r finds -himself’ ‘continually’
touching  the wu&i of ‘the khown |

and inseparably a§ to make it almost |

. The nilny antion wuh its

wonld-be wise seem to receive a pro-
phetic séntence in - these apostolia|
words. ‘Who would be willhng o]
imperil the interests of his immortal
soul by fonnd‘llg his hepes for the
future uponthe lluftmg lands oi hu—
 man wisdom? '

“What then is trath'? The question
which has puzzled '.hp wise and great
in all ages may npw:be answered - by
the most youthful reader of the Bible.

The great Founder of the/Christian
system has furnished a full and satis-
factor ly in the'sim le statement
24Thy Word is trath,’ and the em-
bodiment of this trath is indicated in
he precious assurance—* I am the
way, the truth and the life,”’ Amd
the incessant mutasions” of human
creeds and theories halnd the ‘short-
lived systems of philosophy which
earthly wisdom has esttbl&hed, the
sacred Bible remains unchanged and
untarnished, con the inspired
truth of God, and te:ﬁm man not.
only the best lessons relatmi
present life bug also the way whxoh
We may seoure an mhenunoe among
the saints in g lo? Who woald not
found his hopes for the future upon

the lmpem able rock of eternal
Truth 2

WJusT as we go to press,lwe learn
with much sorrow that Willie Chureh-
illy theéffeldest -child of Brother and
{ Sister’ Churchill, 6ur ‘missionaries atf "
‘Bobbilly, died in' the early part of
Septamber, of fevet, after a few daya
illness; Drother and Sister Churchill
were also very ill, although Brother

Churehill, when the mail left, ‘was
somewhat better. 'May" the gobd
Lord sustain and comfort them in the
d:rk hour of trhl ﬂnt hu comie upon
them, .- '
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'ral su'm
- Never did'the sun tise brighter
thin ‘on the morning of Sept. 16th.
His e wre radient ‘with
promise of a glorious day; and un-
«consciously the mind sweeps into the | 4} o
fature and find it as'bright asthe
preomt. But years will ere
our e again behold the morn-
tlsnnng tltro the old
elms, and gw on ripgu of { -
ten
below the house. . Oomo m
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aubndq« - last farewells d :
hnvgd. is soon left b:l::d. ‘Now we|
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and often incorrect, and the truth is
but ‘mmlly ‘apprehended and ‘not
derstood. Tho second Gb-|
tbovd»
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orgotten by all savea fow,whlloth
vulgar mind, t.rne to its ins wi
fturn to the dawnmg future. But th
gigantic funeral procession, with i
slow-moving  nitional hearse,
world-wide death-chan
mxllmns, and it rivers of tears w
‘never be obliterated by t
of Time, from, the min
whose wournfal privilege it is to g
upon it for the ﬁrst time,
The run to Boston and New Yo
is 80 rapid, the impressions
| feot, the scenés so familiar
that I shall not attem
them here.
. In New York one dayis too-a 0
a time for sightseeing. A hut
down town to the company’s o ce !
quaint little Bowling
purchase of a mumber of
necessary articles, bare
get ourselves and |
steamer. Utopia.
46, where the Anchor Line Steame

London lie, eve
test possible co

Huge - bales of
pyramids of - canned -meats |
cheeses—enough to load an ordi
size vessel-—yet await shi
din of the steam wmchtndﬂnhu
thud of boxes as they
ed with the shouts
the lowing of a ‘number .
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seen at first; from’
clouds. A few -drops of nin fall;
then the lightning comes in -sheets,
glowing from cloudpeak to cloud
: it becomes more

| vivid,until from the ordinary jagged
flash, the fluid ieiondtn a cons

stant nm;noi ﬁro,.hko molten iron
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