
ment. 

GOD’S REST. 

14s the evening hour, 

And thankfully, 

, fMatlef, thy weary child 

Has come’ to thee. 

¥ leap my aching head 
Upon thy breast, 

Aad there, and only there, 

I am at rest. 

Thou knowest all my life. 

Each petty sin, 
Nothing is hid from thee, 

Without, within. 

Al that I have or am 
Is wholly thine; 

fro is my soul at peace, 
For thou art mine. 

To-morrow’'s dawn may find 
Me here, or there; 

§¢ matters little, since thy love 
is everywhere! 

—Feening Post. 

them to observe all things whstso- 
ever he @ommanded. These com- 
mandments include the mat just 
mentioned, coucerming whigh the 
people who allow themselves to be 
called Baptist“ differ ~ widely from 
large portions of the Christian world, 
and are persuaded that their own 
views are more Scriptural, more in 

{ accordance with the Saviour’s com- 
| mands. 
themselves required to teac/ these 

text lays upon us the duty of which I 
{have been requested to speak, the 
duty of Baptists to teach their dis- 
tinctive views. 

DISTINCTIVE VIEWS OF BAPTIST 

CHURCHES. 

It may be well to state briefly what 
I understand to be the leading dis- 
tinctive views of the Baptist 
Churches. The fact that certain of 
these are morc or less shared by 

\ 

© isiter Pulpit, 
others, will be remarked upon after. 
wards. 
(1) We hold that the Bible alone is 

- 
a religious authority ; and in regard 
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‘caching them to ‘observe all things 
whatseever I have 
Matt. 28: 20. 

“The things he had commanded in- 
clude the internal and the external 
elements of Christian piety. Of the 
latter, they include ethical instruction, 
and directions as to the conduct of 
Christian societies. These directions 
were afterwards supplemented by the 
inspired apostles, giving instruction 
as to the constitution and govérnment 

- of the Ohristian societies, or churches, 
and the characteristic - ceremonies 
they were to observe. These matters 
pertaining to the Christian societies 
arc certainly not so important as the 
internal and spiritual elements of 
piety, or as ethical principles and pre- 

“cepts, but still they are important. 
We miy be sure they are, from the 
fact that Christ and his apostles gave 
direction concerning them; and we 
can foc why they must be important. 
It is impossible to maintain mental 
health if the body be abused or ne. 
giected, for bodily conditions react 
upon those of the mind. And the ex- 
ternads of piety are the natural ex- 
pression of its spiritual essence, which 
cannot be healthy if they are disre- 
garded, exaggerated, or perverted. 
dhe tendency of human nature is 
usually not to neglect religious ex- 
ternals, but to exaggerate or pervert 
them. The New Testament gives in 
w very simple pattern in these respects 
—#imple organization, simple govern- 
ment, simple ceremonies. But men 
early began to maguify their import- 
ance, and to change their character 
and upplication. 

KARLY JUDAIZERS AND THEIR SUC. 

CERSBORS. 

11d you ever considér what became 
of the Judaizers who gave Paul so 
much trouble ? When we last observe 
them im the history, in connection 
with I"aul’s latest recorded visit to 
Jerusalem, they are really beaten, bat 
still numerous and active. When in 
the second century we again get a 
clear view ofghe early Christians, the 
Juadaizers seemed reduced to a mere 
handful. But has the tendency really 
disappeared ? Nay, it is beginning to 
strike through and through the Ch is- 
tianiy of the day, and from that time 
on, a painfully large portion of Chris 
tendom has had only a JudaizedChris- 
tianity. When men began to exag- 
gerate the importance of externals, 
they would soon begin to change 
their character. Coming to believe 
that baptism brings regeneration, and 
is indispensable to salvation, they 
would of course wish to baptize. ds 
carly in life ag possible, and to make 
baptism practicable for the sick and 
the dying. Beginning to fancy that 
the bread and wine really become the 
glorified body and blood of the as- 
cended Saviour, they not unnaturally 
look to the withholding the cup from 
the laity, lest their awkward handling 
should spill some drops of the sacred 
fluid, which would have been profana- 
tion." "And in addition to these ten- 
dencics, the institutions of imperial 
Ro d the Rowan genius for cen- 
traliged y "led the Chris 
tians to k it necessary that socie- 
ties should have 1 stronger govern- 

THI BA "20SED To UDAIZERS 

eommanded yvou,— 

| significance pe » 

to Christian institutions the ‘direct 
authorify is of course the New Tes- 
tament. 
(2) We hold that a Christian Church 

ought to consist only of persons 
making a credible profession of con- 
version, of fiith in Christ. These 
may include children, even compara- 
tively young children, for God be 
thanked that these do often give 
credible evidence of faith in Christ. 
But in the very nature of the case 
they cannot include infants. The 
notion that infants may be church 
members because their parents are, 
seems to- us utterly aliem to the 
genius of Christianity, not only un- 
supported by the New Testament, 
but in conflict with its essential prin- 
ciples ; and we are not surprised to 
observe that our Christian brethren 
among whom that theory obtains are 
unable to carry it out consistently— 
unable to decide in what sense the so- 
called “children of the church” are 
really members of the church, aad 
subject to its discipline. The other 
notion that infants may be church 
members because so-called “sponsors” 
make professions and promises for 
then, seems to ws a mere legal fiction, 
devised to give some basis for ‘prac-| 
tice which arose on quite ‘other 
grounds. Maintaining that’. nome 
should be received as church members 
unless they give credible evidenoo of 
conversion, we also hold in. theory, 
though our practice often falls pos p 
short of the theory, that none should 
be retained in membership who do 
not lead a godly life, that 'if 4 man 
fails to show his faith by works, he 
should cease to make profession of 
faith. Some of our own e ap- 
pear at times to forget that striot 
church discipline is a necessary part 
of the Baptist view as to church mem- 
bership. » 

(3) We hold that the officers, gov- 
ernment, and ceremonies of a Chris 
tian society or church ought to be 
such and such only as the New Tes. 
tament directs. As to ceremonies, it 
enjoins the very minimum of cere- 
mouy, for there are but two, and both 
are very simple, in nature and in 
meaning. e insist that baptism 
ought to be simply what Christ prac- 
tised and commended. We care 
nothing for the mode of baptism, the 
manner of baptizing, if only there is a 
real baptism, according to the plain 
indications of Scripture. As to the 
significance of the ceremony, we un- 
derstand it to involve three things. 
The element employed represents 
purification. ~The action performed 
represents burial and resurrection, 
picturing the burial and resurrection 
of Christ, and symbolizing the believ- 
ers death to sin through faith in 
Christ, and his resurrection to walk 
in newness of life. And performin 
the ceremony in the name of the Lo 
Jesus, in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghest 
makes it like an oath of allegiance, a 
vow of devotion to Jesus Christ, to 
the Triune God.’ | The early Roman 
Christians had .a- good werd far this 
ides, if only the word could have re<| 
mained unchanged: in-use. They 
called it a sacramentum, a , military 
oath. As the Roman soldier in his 
oath ‘bound himself to obey his 
General absolutely; so in baptism we 
solemnly vow devotion and obedience, 
But alas! the word sacramentum, | 
like many another word in Christian: 
history, has come to be employed in 
senses quite foreign to its original use. 
As to the second Christian ceremony, 
sve hold that not only the bread, bat 
the cup also, should be given ; urging, 
as all Protestants do—and- Baptists 
are Protestants in one sense, though 
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They must therefore feel) 

things as well as others. “Hence, the 

baptism, leads to a practical restric- 

rence, and it is not now mcr 4 to 
hold 17-5 : 

to teach them. We sometimes ven- 

other persuasions, that if 
nominational difference am 
gelical Christians were 
trifling as they 
then they have no excuse for standing 
apart fron each other, and no 
=. us. rl us to stand. from 
m unless we will re, or prac- 

tically disregard by we 
But all this will app us likes 
unless we regard the rnd: md i 
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ing them in fifembran 
may hope to have the 
of such remembrance 
spiritual good. An t 
of the two ceremonies, we believe the 
[New Testament to in e 
second should be observed only by 
those who have previously observed 
the first, and are walking orderly. 
This is in itself not a distinctive view 
of the Baptists, for they shareif with 
almost the entire Christian world in 
AI ages. The ¢ombination of this 
fra Christian opinion that the 
ew Testament requires baptism to 
recede the Lord’s ps 9g with our 
aptist opinion as to what constitutes 

tion which many as the most 
marked of all our distinctive views, 
which for us it 1s only an incidental, 
though logically inevitable, result of 
that principal which we share ‘with 
nearly all of those from whom it cere- 
monially separates us. 

(4) We hold that these societies 
called churches were designed, as 
shown in the New Testament, to be 
independent. They have no right to 
coatrol each other. Ample warrant 
there is for co-operation in benevo- 
lence, and for consultation as to ques- 
tions of truth and ‘duty, but without 
assuming to legislate or in any sense 
to rule one another. And they must 
be independent of what we call the 
State as to their organization, faith, 
worship, and discipline, - while, of 
course, amendable to the State if they 
violate those moralities which are 
essential to public welfare ; nor must 
they suffer themselves to be depen- 
dent on the State in the sense of re- 
ceiving from it pecuniary support. 
Now I repeat that we do not con- 

sider these externals to be intrinsical- 
ly se important as the 
even the.ethical elements of Chris- 
tianity. But they are important be- 
cause they express the spiritual and 
react upon it healthily or hurtfully, 
and because the author of Christian. 
ity in person or through his inspired 
apostles appointed and commanded 
them, And we think it.a matter of 
great importance that they should be 
practiced in accordance with, and con- 
trary to,his appointment—that, in the 
language of the text, his disciples 
should observe and conserve (for the 
word includes both ideas) all things 
whatsoever he commanded us. 
We are glad that as to one or 

another of these distinctive yiews, 
some of our fellow Christians of other 
passione ee with us, more jor 
ess. We welcome all such concur- 

inquire . whether they 
yt with, loge ~ consist 
: i puseelve, we & query h to 

ully acting upon these views, but we 
aim to do so, acknowledge ourselves 
blameworthy in so far as WANG, And 
we desire notwithstanding our short- 
coming in practice to hold them up 
in due prominence before had 
and others. 

I. REASONS WHY BAPTISTS OUGHT TO 
TEACH THEIR DISTINCTIVE VIEWS. 

1. It is a duty swe owe to ourselves, 
We must teach these views in order 
to be consistent in holding them. Be- 
cause of these we stand apart from 
other Christians in seps organiza. 
tions, from Christians whom we warm- 
ly love and delight to work with; 
we have no right thus to stand apart 
unless the matters of difference have 
real importance; and if they are 
really important, we certainly ought 

ture to say to our brethren of Some 
points of de- 
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continually tell rif 

right 

ly to 
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ing the bol ing things 
the myight say and ought to say, and 
become commouplace and tame.” And 
so it is a great evil if a few ultraists 
in controversy drive many good men 
to avoid sensitively those controyert- 
‘ed topies which’ we ate all under ob- 
ligations to discuss. The cure 
my bre denominational ultra- 
ism is a healthy denominationalism. 

2. To teach our distinctive views 
isa a ried to our fellow Chris- 
tians. Take the Romap Catholics. 
We are often told very earnestly that 
Baptists must make common cause 
with other Protestants-“the ; 
sions of Romamism. It is: 
especially in the-localities, that we 
ought to push all.om denominational 
differences into the bac und (and’ 
stands shoulder to sho \ st 
Popery. Very well ; but all the time 
it seems to us that the best way to 
meet and withstand Romanism is to 
take Baptist ground ; and if in mak- 
Ing common cause rer it we 
abandon or slight our Baptist princi- 
les, have a care less we do harm in 
th directions. Besides, ours is the 

best position, we think for winning 
Romanists to evangelical truth. Oar 

{brethren of the great Protestant per- 
sussions are all holding some *de- 
veloped” form of Christianity—not 
so far developed as Popery, and some 
of them much less developed than 
others, but all having added some- 

Ronson CANAD ASE {ik The Roman 
habitually taunt them with accepting 
changes which the church has made, 
while denying the church’s authority; 

r 
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on Sometimes tell them that the 
tist alone are consistent in oppos- 

ing the church. We may sa Phat 
there are but two sorts of Christiani- 
ty, church Christianity and Bible 
bristianity. If well-meaning Roman 

Catholics become dissatisfied "with 
resting ever gre: on the authority 
of the church, and begin to look to- 
wards to Bible as ‘authority, they 
are not likely if thoughtful and earn- 
est.to ‘stop at any half-way house, 
but to go forward to the position of 
thats who really build on the Bible 
alone. 
Or take the Protestants themselves. 

Our esteemed berthren are often won- 
derfully i r

d
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that 
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iy what is really a wide s 
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stand or fal 
the real authority of the Bible. 
union of freedom and 
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Id we wish 
Protestant 
f them n 
of them "among the 

f with their 
opinions they are so devout and use- 
ful; why wish them to adopt other 
opinions ? Yes, there are amon 
them many who command our hi 
ip ryion for their beantiful Chris- 

ter and life. But have a 
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fact. The same is true even of many 
Roman Catholics, in the past and in 
the present ; yet who doubts that the 
Romanist system as a whole is un- 
favorable to the ‘production of the 
best types of piety ? And it is not 
necessarily an arrogant and presunmp- 
taous ‘thing in us if we strive to 
bring honored fellow Christians to 
views which we honestly believe to 
‘be more Scriptural and therefore 
more wholesome. llos was an 

uent man and ‘mighty in the 
Scriptures, and Aquila and Priscilla 
were lowly people, who doubtless ad- 
mired him ; yet they taught him the 
way of the Lord more perfectly, and 
no doubt greatly rejoiced that he was 

to learn. He who tries to 
win, people from other.deneminations 
to his own distinctive views may be 
a sectarian a, ; but he may also be 
an humble and loving Christian. 

3. To teach our distinctive views 
is a duty 12¢ owe to the unbelieving 
world. We want unbelievers to ac- 
cept Christianity. And it seems to 
us they are more likely to accept it 
when presented in its primitive sim- 
licity, as the apostles themselves®of- 
ered it to the men of their time. For| . 
meeting the assaults of infidels, we 
think our position is best. Those 
who insist that Christianity is un. 
[rioniy to scientific investigation al- 
most always point to the Romanists 
they could not with the least  plausi-| 
bility say this of Baptists. And when 
an honest and earnest-minded skeptic 
is asked to examine with us this which 

other book, as determining before-| 
hand what we must find in the Bible, 
Confessions of faith we have, some 
older and some recent, which we roby 

ugh 
some exceptional ; and 
Ageement we are not bound by them. 

© can say to. the skeptical inquirer, 
Come and bring all the really ascer- 

light that has been derived 
ying the ye 

the history of man, or the h 
philosophy, and we will 
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