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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

applied to him by the othér three
evangelists, Luke quoted it at greater
length than the others. Inits origin-
nal connection, it was not as definite
an historical predietion as the one

tians andgadapted to the subject-mat- | water in actual
ter and character of their religion—
f. ¢. immersion performed in water,
in order that it might be a sign of

vices and sins removed(abstersorum),

ik bhath $chool.
“JBIBLE LESSONS.

the Divine Spirit.

power « to purify.”
This is to prediot for the Messiah a
real work, an actual whelming of men
in the life-giving, holy influences of
The falfilment of

f from Malachi, but beyond doubt the | received by thuse who, led by the |this prediction is not to be found in
Lesson 1.—Jan. 1. Divine Spirit in the prophet was look- | desire of salvation, wished to be ad- | any gift or gifis peculiar to the apos-
i c Mark 1: 1.14. ing forward to the advent of theMes- | mitted vo the benefits of the Messian- | ostles: the language of the passage
gpEL. |®iah and the preparation for it. As|ic kingdom.” It formerly seemed |forbids that, as well as the prediction.
i BEGINNING OF THE 60 "|an Oriental king sent his herald be-|necessary to prove that John's bap-|The object of the verb in both clanses

J

fore him, calling on all to make ready
the way for his royal progress, and
to build or puiin order the roads
through the country that be must
pass, 8o the coming of the Messiah
should be prepared by the summons
to spiritual readiness. The grouping
of these two passages makes a fine
Ea: aph for the writer’s purpose.

thus opens his book by connect-
ing the glad tidings with the ancient
Scriptures ; but the destination of his
book to gentile readers is plainly seen
in the fact that these are the only
quotations from the Old Testament
that the evangdlist himself makes in
the whole book, chap. 15; 28 being
omitted from he best text. He re-
cords citations by our Lord, but he
makes none of his own.”

Now comes the announcement aof
“tke beginning”  itself. John did
bagtiu in the wilderness. "W estcott
mtii&r Hort’s text reads :‘J(:gn t.heﬂl:p-
Jught would natarally be to gather | 42T came _ (egeneto) in the wilder.
e rasord of his words and teods - Wi pogga o ey, Foen o
ong ten—but probably mére to ed before the participle, m it
fact that it'was composed far|Yirtually a proper name, and almost
he land . of the Jews,and  for|°quivalent to the “Baptist.” Mark
e o would have little inter. | Omits all preliminary account of John
opip RO, ORI as he does of Jesus,'and 'introduces’

tism was immersion; but now no
writer touches the subject without
assuming that fact, and one may be
pardoned for passing lightly over the
evidence. The time has fully come
when the form of John’s baptism
shonld no longer need to be discussed.
In the wilderness, Matthew, “in
the wilderness of Jud=a.” No place
is more closely specified as the chief
seat of John’s labors. He doubtless
baptized in several places, but proba-
bly the only one that would be found
in “the wilderness of Jud®a” was at
the lower ford of tLe Jordan, or near
it, not far from Jericho. That
“wilderness” included the wild coun-
try on the west of the Jordan and
north of the Dead Sea, This would
be a convenient place for the multi-
tudes from Jud®a and Jerusaiem who
flocked to him. On the place where
Jesus was baptized, see notes on v. 9.
5. ErrecT oF JouN’s work.—The
preaching of John was the deginnin
of the gospel ag Mark proposed to tell
of it, and the result was a great pop-
ular movement. Zheré went out to
him all the land oy Judaa, and they
of Jerusalem and were all tized
of him. So the best text. yper-

GOLDEN TEXT.

'Es hold, I will send my messenger, and

shall prepare the way before me.— his influences.

%"011’.10. ~Jesus Christ is the promised
jemption.
ALY READINGS .—~Monday, Matt.3:
Tuesday, Matt. 5: 2-12. Wednes-
, Luke _8: 12-23. Thu Gen. 8:
. Friday, Acts 2:1-26. Saturday,
ke 4: 1-13. Sunday, Prov. 1; 8-19.

Christ. The baptizing in-
Spirit is not any single act

BY W.N. CLARKE, D.D.

. 1: 1.8, MiNisTRY OF JOHN
= BapTisT. Parallels. Matt, 8:
2; Luke 3; 1.18. The earliest of
, four Gospels begins latest in the.
 of our Lord, and concerns itself
lusively with his public ministry,
, sole preface being a brief account
the work of his forern&nea“ 'It‘ll::
due to the .
o o e oy

geople.

(ho baptizon
16) omits en

n. hag).

are $00 common among men >f all
lands  to oceasion any difficulty,
Were baptized of him. He was the
only administrator. He was alonein
his office, and there isno evidence
that he ever divided his work with
any. After  his death others may
have taken up his preaching of repen-
tence, not knowing or net  acceptiug
esus, and may have baptized under

narrative concerning the birth of John
and of Jesus, ;21::0 is no reason t;;
suppose that was ignorant

the facts that he-omitted. . Through-|
out lns book he is the evangelist: of
action, and the omission of all pre-
liminaries is entire characteristic,
John was the near kinsman of Jesus.
six months his senior, "whose office it
was (Luke 1: 17) “to make ready

begins
tthew -from Abraham, and e
om the events that preceded the
ith of the forerunner, Mark finds
 forerunner alread at.work, an.d
roduces Jesus atthe time of his
ptism. It is moticeable, in view of
e traditional belief that this Gospel
hs composed under the influence of
eter, that its limitation of time cor-

hudati  signifies ‘baptize

tize with water.’
of the two expressions in
manifest :
one asjput

always used ; it 13 always

en
befgre hudati

“] baptize you with water,” instead
of “in water,” the dative ibeing the
instrumental dative. On this differ-
ence Winer remarks (Grammar of
the N. T., Thayer’s edition, p. 412):
“Sometimes we find in parallel pas-
sages a preposition now inserted and

et 'we must not ¢
r the other.”Observg;how-
ever, that, with preumatiy-

is the indefinite “you”—¢l baptized
you, he will baptize you”—and the
natural reference is to all who receive
This is a general de-
scription of the spiritual work of

the Holy
or event

in the history of Christ’s kingdom ;
the figure is a noble characterization |
of the quality and power of his work.
It was 1llustrated on the day of Pen-
tecost, and in the miraculous gifts of
the apostolic age (Acts 11 :
Peter recognized an illustration of
it), and in the graces that were bet-
ter than nfiraculous gifts (1 Cor. 15).
It is illustrated still whenever Christ
through the Holy Spirit makes new
creawures of men and sanctifies his
Christ is still, as “John the
aptizer” called him (John 1: 38),
“the baptizer in the Holy spirit”

16,where

Luke (3:
and reads

in the genealogy of Jesus, orin| - ll-known | bolical language which means that|now, ommitted. This difference of
ything but the work by which he m‘:“bﬁ:’ - s .inxm m:: men of all clasees, in great numbers | phraseology does not effect the ense,
.lbm precious wd‘“:' %"’ ed by the remarkable fulness of?nko’c wentout to him. Such expressious [bat each form of expression rose from
plie - from eterni y v '

a different nonception. ' Baptizon en

in water’

(immersing), baptizein hudatis ‘bap-
i Here the i

entity
sénse 18
sider

is al-
“baptize

in the Holy Spirit,” never “with.”

sponds ‘with those | mentioned by Lord.” his game (Acts 19:3). 'Of his man. | Mark omits_the baptism by fire by
kter in Acts 1221, 23, where he *m:g“:%& l'h:h‘ 8 10 ~ | ner imerening, probably, Wiestern | which in Matthew and Luke the Bap-
s that the of Judas in plish by announcing the ap { prackce would give us very little cor- | tists completes the répresentation 'of

¢ fie apostelate must be °.'P°, has the Messiah. ¢ g the peop rect ponception. In Oriental hands | the superior mi%ht of the Messiah.
en with them all e q’”g‘: hade,'u;dp' ne through [sur s rite would beé less formal and| 9.11. Tae BarrismM or JEsus.
« g from ‘the baptism fof John’ aptism to & new and holylife. Josep:|deliberate than with us.—Baptized| Parallel. Matt. 8: 13-17; Luke 3:
.« [ork and Peter b n from the same bus speaks.of him uader the name of | ¥/t the river of Jordan. A definite|21-22. ' Matthew alome tells of the
oint. P geils pgoad (07089 Jobn the Baptist (4at. 18: b, 2), say- luumonsportexood' exactly mz\ hesitation of the Baptist ; otherwise,
“ J 1-4. INTRODUCTION, . % FOR 4  of him, “He was 8 righteous man | the meaning of the word “baptize”—\the three reports differ but very slight-

ENP }F‘zwgv ANe 0 t %‘m i xv‘,’c"'”) § bh: Py i’.“i:: 5 wn m fim-_r”Paha !;eﬁy. ;

w4 : e ”‘“&»&'W*uﬁ&iﬁ juscthgvels the word river’ ot of 1161 o 7. spsee daye. Thetime isin
e mwm tice $o them sud pioty.to God*> (Ab. | explanations that Mark added for the! ; & % 0% it plainly identified in
Y ions for the purpose of purification | bemefit of Gentile mot familiar; . cher records. The place.of the
' S - Gospel ofMask.” %?‘;‘u known, 1o the Jews, and the| With the localities of which Le wrote, { 10 tism is indioated by Jobn 1: 28
uihs hare. the good.news of washing with  water had  long had esaing their sins, A somewbat , John was atthat t’;:tme bapiizin ’
' porcin > Y, g non MlﬁM! ~ sig-| ;‘i_o".'eg‘pmn i.t'h. 'Greek “ abara”—or by the bo.tﬁz%
4, % noing o m‘ cance as a oflpir{;ddk:& which apparently réfers to something | 5", Mevsnd Jovdan” - The

cans, i its" Bers; «Lhes o e mote thati an indeterminate Pecoavi® | i ani . i
glad Jesus Chirist | 08. Butith by divi . " . alestine Exploration Fund identifies
gan the glad tid . fore. | uthority ‘only'in’ certain’ casés’ of | —7 have sinned.”. John was thor- |y "ot oy o upper fords of the
2o presiejaad e She Srcplen e 1] I purifioation, as in the oon: | 94ghly practical, and probably he| jorgen still known ns %Abarah, with-
ld : John’_. mw?‘o{l} L R . : |drew out from those who came to him A, a'di;r’s jourdy of the early home
l;ii:t, is the' e ' -"no'.':'v:,. ] 14:(3 oal ‘confessiva. Vet mot all| s 5o ] " 5y e thougtt that gethan-

‘'who came confessed and were baptiz.

‘*‘&'_:Md_; some vefused, a"d SO0 W ope. o
0

offici being detached from all other ritual ) : f action. . From Nazare

: 8 ial ;o0 §8-22) ‘When baptism was first pud :z“_‘ Hni. ui;t howe for
claimed, there was no ,%w qwﬂ&’: years. i

Mmm‘:ﬁbe ap intelligent and 2 #

«cor. | liberate act. To propose the baptism

‘unconscious human bein

one person in view of ano

or of |
ntance wonld have beén too -plain
aim of Jo
Bik misdi

. In whatever wa
- forms, removed
easions in the life,

e o
. sgepied. v oty the Son of
6

all

. 34 A .“ﬂ
. A0 ment .was rmined in
‘ BQ on ‘;\f the ‘whole spirit .m':tt, which w
oy | 8nd ha's mission. Yet sure-
o1 ly ioh was not more distinctly
| spiritual than that of his'M P
6.7.. Clothed' with Camel's hair,
;hat is, .}dﬂm :doth‘f’:ndd of Camel’s
¢ | hair. ~ 1 girdle of ski gqirdlag‘
a regular part offthe:i‘goo, and was
he | often made of valuable mﬂmi‘l,'b:;1
ne. - % m m: de P

of the'

ol

and #0 to tike 'his
There i§ 16 ‘wroag in

ol

san
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9, which John stands in evereaoe.

: :' ntohis brethren” (He
The|

ia is meant for Batanea, a name
én to the district on the east of the

SRS

ing the influence of the movement'in

i

s Bat
w:.giv the,
2 X f vonsesration Psense of “sonship.
5 bé e at the thmoholg of
was, li

giv-

1“‘“‘1 ,Not alI‘,‘w Aoy arf baptized river. Jesus came. Thus informal-

_ . but'the 3‘3::‘1?:{“‘};;’ E:t""l"l::.l:l::; : floes Mark introduce in his story

PP evidence does not provethat the cus.| % & ’ ‘ the One but for whom it would nev-
b 1, o A -k;n was qt.blilhe’dP 80 early. ’l‘hc,“‘fmy penitent men before left & have been written, He writes for
ouble Bati, ‘the Ohrist. baptism of Johs W‘!ﬂuwtbe Aim %0 f°“°f'h."h° e " Ithose who already know him ; but so
resented by “Jesus ' shot his . re.|ide8 oLpurlﬁ:l%h, ion by ablation, and | T be effect of his e 18 8een, 111 44 those who prepare more elaborate-
ificant, fack «Christian” | W popularly understood by the help :\I':: d!imwip-lmu::d &‘;g“m%;uf for his eotrance to their" story.
m‘l nou from | of that idea; but it was peculiar. in See John 1 8551/ bt rick, Math' @' %pﬁkb pressing forward b;;gz

e impression e by
the record is that lge‘ came alone, not
in a‘cardavan of comers, and directly
gom his own abode. - The moment of
his withdrawal from the long retire-

his own_

hich was guided, no doubt.
partly by what hé heard of the work
aptist. * In tho grea
ment of godly reformation, when the
people were wakened , somewhat to.

he was drawn to out )
m'o and life with the work

Ut ‘moves

ace.

from the common lot of hnmanity.
On the contrary, he was perfectly
identified with the common lot of
humanity ; and that fact, when we
learn to understand it, will tend to
make his life at once far more intels
ligible and far more adorable—more
truly human —more gloriously divine.
—Jesus came and was baptized of
John in Jordan. Literall?', not “in”
as in verse 5 but “into” (eis)—a
phrase that is as suitable asthe other
to the meaning of baptizo. It is the
very act of immersion into the river
vhat is represented.

10. Tue VisiBLE SIGN oF Acckp-
TANCE. Here first we meet with
Mark’s characteristie word, euthus,
which, with its cognate eutheos, he
uses a little more than forty times,
the words being variously translated
“immediately,” forthwith,” “straight-
way,” in the English version. Going
up out out of the water. After bap-
tism. The best text has ek “out of,”
instead of apo “from.” He saw, 1. e.
Jesus. John also saw the vision
(John 1; 32-34), but there is every
reason to believe that no others who
saw it. The heavens opened,or rath-
er, “ rent open.” Thé same word as
in Matt. 27: 51 “The rocks were
rent.” Itisa present participle here,
indicating that he saw the very pro-
cess of opening. Matthew and Luke
use the common word for “opened,”
and so the strong graphic word is
peculiar to Mark. Luke says that
he was praying. Exactly what is
meant by “ the heavens rent asun-
der” who can tell? We are remind-
ed of Stephen’s vision (Acts 7: 55,
96) and of the lofiging of the prophet
(Isa.64: 1) : Oh that thou wouldest
come down!” Whether the Son of
God saw any vision in the opened
heavens we cannot know, but from
the opened heavens he saw the spirit,
like a dove, descending upon him.
Mark and the Baptist himself (John
1:32) say “the Spirit;” Luke, “the
Holy Spirit;” Matthew, “ the Spirit
of God.”—Like a dove—i. e. in a
dovelike form, and not merely, as
some have understood it, with a dove-
like motion, as a dove descends. The
Baptist adds, “And it abode upon
him.” The descent of the dovelike

form was ofsourse symbolic—a visi-
ble pictu zl an unseen spiritual
reality. Al his unquestionable state-
ment is admitted, it follows at once
that there ' was then ted to the
God-man some fresh impartation of
the Divine Spirit. The whole sub-
ject is in the realm of mystery, and
must remain there; and yet the re-
coguition of the human limitation in
the life of Jesus may contribute some-
thing to the understanding of it. It
is the work of the Spiritin man to
gonvince concerning sin, and con-
cerning righteousness, and concern-
in%ju gment—i. e. to awaken great
and controlling convictions concern-
ing moral evil asd moral good, and
the discrimination that is made be-
tween them in the government of
God. These were the convictions,
residing in the divine mind, out of
which came the counsel of redemp-
tion. It was necessary that the mind
of Jesus, so far as it was human,
‘should be brought into perfect accord
with these Yconvictions of the divine
mind ; and 80 we can see how there
was reason that the Spirit should be

iven, to him—“not by measure”
John 3:34), but in unlimited fulfil-
ness. It is'the work of the Spirit in
man, #lso, to inspiré the sense of son-
ship (Rom. 8:16; Gal. 4:6) and the
spirit of filial prayer (Rom, 7:26, 27);
and plainly it was possible and desir-
able for the hnman spirit of Jesus to
be ralsed to the divine standard in
these ‘respects. ‘' If the language of
Gal. 4:6 is true of ms; “Because ye are
sons, God. hath sent forth the Spirit
of lis Son into your hearts, crying;
Abba, Father ”—if the Spirit that
donstrains' to the filial cry is sent to

upder &

P that s Dughe’ Wh
' to a gredt work for
gdom. Hewas“made

12317

“because we arve sons’’—was there
,;hﬂil! of hould be visited
an spiritof Jesus shou visi
’g’y tb? me é;?rit of filial Jove ? He
“was a son,” and needed ‘the perfect
Just now * he was
"'his great work,
this was ;the moment when he
needed whatéyer endowments
6 to come upon‘him from above.
re'alone is' the Holy Spirit repre-
sented by ‘a dove. The symbolic
t'?d‘ ing has been variously interpre-

j (perhaps it was not meant.to be
mingtely understood. The, thought

: ahs 24 i.|may be that the Divine $piritis a
| { illustrating it Jobn fin “”%‘ \ %{W:ﬁ;g‘;{ Salit " of Glntiencst:” of | that  the
remission, nly right that he |, : t, n foct. |ing 108 man'had "mW’a ather 100ks'‘tenderly upgn the Son
should perform this agti so. Petery ‘Liake; Y1 Buptlsé you ¥ 'As mea could ‘consearate thbmsel PTG St (S oo
d on the day-of Pentecost (Acts 2;| present 'tense. - Mark gomosives ‘of [to a holy life, and work in baptism, | please himn and sweetly Yo
g)azt’ndnit;»eﬁ » be oalled &) John as addressing whom he %o could he ;. f._oi,-ii Bl ngm‘?. f@l,&ﬂ&?ec:; L’?J;"}éﬂﬁﬁ
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NEW CARPETS !

Per English Steamers,

APRIL

1881. 11th.

Via Halifax and Boston
80 PACKAGE

Containing :—

BRUSSELS

Carpets,

IN NEW A XD
ELEGANT DESIGNS :
TAPESTRY CARPETS.
ALL GRADES, b

FROM| w

60 Cents per Yd., upwards.
WOOL CARPETS in all qualities ;
DUTCH,
JUTE and
HEMP, CARPETS ;

[

NAPIER,
COCOA an
INDIA
MATTINGS.
ALSO:

Englisn Oilcloths and Linoleums, cu
to fit any size room or hall. Am-
erican Oilcloths, all widths,
from 45 cents per yd.
upwards.

These Goods have not been placed in Bond,
but are in my Warerooms ready for inspection,
and intending purchasers wil¥ find it to their
advantage to give us a call before making
selections elseWwhere. The Stock is wishout
exceptien the largest and best assorted that
has ever been exhibited in this city, and the

quality of every article guaranieed to be as
epresented.

A. O. Skinner,

Doherty Building,
38 KING STRFET

A.CHRISTIE & Co.,

Plaining and Moulding

MILL BUILDERS,

MANUFACTURERS OF DOORS,
SASHES AND BLINDS.

Walnat Picturs Frames Moldings,

POLISHED AND UNPOLISHED.
All Kinds of Turning,
Pvirators,
Newel Posts,

Jig Saw:
BM‘MC’OC’“, &e.

3 Waterloo Street, Saint John, N. B.

ALEX, CHRISTIE.
JOHN FERGUSON,

The Great “GHT:

Church
ariges, Banky, Offeds Pictars Gaiier:
& lq‘%of room. (:::
B T L g
Ayer’s Hair Vigor,
FOR RESTORING GRAY HAIR

TO ITS NATURAL VITALITY AND COLOR.

Advancing years,
sickness, car
and hery w8
editary predisposi-
tion,all turn the hair
N gray, and either o
them incline it to
R shed )} rematursly.
AYER'S HAIRVIGOR,
by long and exten-
& sive use, hasg proven

N4 ! " that it stops the fall”

ing off of the hair immediately; often renew
the growth ;and always surely restores its cal-
or when faded or gray. It stimulates the nu-
rive organs to healthy activity, and pre-
serves both the hair and beauty. Thus brashy
weak or sickly hair becomes, glossy, pliable
and styengthened; lost hair regrow with live-
ly expressien; falling hair is cheeked and es-
tablished; shin hair thickens; and faded or
gray hairs resume theiroriginal color. Its op
“eration is sure and harmiless. It cures dan-
druff, heals all humors, and keeps the scalp
€00}, clean andsoft—under which conditions
diseases of the scalp are impossibie.

As a dressing for ladies’ hair, the ViGor ,
aised for itsgratefal and agrecable pexfumeic

PREPAREDIBY
DR.J.C.AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass
Practical and Analytic Chemists.
SOLD BY ALL DRUSGGISTS & DEALERS IN
MEDICINE. IR

N,

A, CHIPMAN SMITH, ST,JOH
\\‘holest' Agent.,

WY

VI\ARA.XACUH and PoDOPHYLLIN, — Pre-
only by J. Pepper, London. This
Fluid eombination, extrtcwé from medical
roots, is now used instead of blue pill and
calomel for the cure of dyspepsia, bilious
ness and all symptoms of congestion ot the
liver wuchmzanomy n beneath the
shoalders, headache, ess, no Appetite,
d Mol uxl:tzmmom-




