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‘Sunday School Suoplie 
Home Made 

"the You!i's Visitor in Clubs of 20 or 

Cuvrcues.—We crave your con- 
tinued help, and in view of the im- 
portance of the VisiTor, to the well 
being of our churches, we ask you to 

more 12 cents per vear, single copies 20 ets. | get us each an additional subscriber, 
The ~~. Gm in Clubs of 20 or more 81qnd for this additional subscriber 

cents per year. or single copies 1) cents, | with the subscription $2.00, we will 
T s Mound) 20 copies . § 
fod : ~!send you either of our Sunday-school 
1 = ( S neie cops. i o i i. 

: 7 ( i, with maps | Papers, one year post paid, or give 

b conts Cl of 10 or more {vou a book present post paid. We 

Cris | have been to great expense in estab- 
il He Tee BEST ANCES gine the Visrror publishing busi 
ba oo ce ress on a firm basis, and it will be 
al ! Se 1 3 1 very , | pleasing to you to know that neve 

—_— rs picks Ihetore have we receltved so many 

| subscribers in the same time, as the 

S— last three months. Let the work go 
The NO Vis any fon. Our best thanks are due for all 

thre owing Magaziies or papers | Kind words of e¢ncouragment and 
will h nt xX wt following re- | help, and we shall try to make all our 

dnceed rates. | papers, more worthy of the patronage 
Harpers Monthly cost xt {or 0.80 | accorded them. 

Weekly «© (TE 0 PRS SE . 

“ Baza “ (CRE WU 

Godevs Lady 130 k h 5.00 
1s v- 9 J [ANY Yet 

Aoriculturalists ou oo. - 

St. Nicholas Mago. + 5.00 4.50 

Scribners Monthly « 6.00 5.50 

Wide Awake « 4.50 1.00 

Religious Herald 3.00 3.00 

Babyland Monthly and a 

1.50 Book cost 5.00 3.50 

And most other publications at a 

gimilar discount 

@he Christian Lisitor, 

Established i847. 

#Wednesdav December 28th 1881. 

THE VISITOR FOR 1882. 

In Jantiars 1848, the CurisTiaN 

Visteon was established by Rev. E. 
D. Very, who remained its Editor till 
his¢lamented death in June 1852 

The Rev. I. E. Bill then became 
liditor of the paper, and with editor- 
ial help from different brethren, held 

the position till 1876, when Rev. 
George Armstrong became Editor. 
The present Editor entered upon his 

duties in May 1878, and so is closing 
the fourth year of editerial cares, 

which are not few, and from an ex- 

perience of which he can say in many 

respects are not to be coveted. The 
Visteon now closing its 84th volume, 
has done much for the cause of re- 
ligion, morality and good govern- 
ment. Its record is in the hearts of 
many whose lives it has moulded for 
good. 

We have endeavored to make the 
paper subserve the interest of true 
Christianity, vital godliness, and 
human good. The faith of Baptists 
has been maintained, and fllustrated 
in the spirit and letter of our motto : 
¢“ Hold fast the form of sound words.” 
We have uot the vanity to hope that 
all have been pleased. It was not 
possible for the Lord to do this, but 
for the loyalty of our purpose to ad- 
vance the interests of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom, we pat in the strongest of 
claims, and shall hold the Visitor 
true to the mission for which it was 
started. To build up the interests 
of Christ’s Kingdem, at home and 
abroad, to provide a medium for the 
communication of religious intelli- 
gence among our churches, to en- 
courage all to work for the uplifting 
of man in moral and religious 
life, as well as the dissemination of 
general knowledge the Visitor con- 
tinues to exist, and seeks the con- 
tinued help of its friends in widening 
its mission. 

The Editor has eng for the 
coming year, some of the best writers 
in the Dominion, and is gratified to 
inform his patrons that the Visitor 
a to be for 1882, still more worthy of 
their patronage. 

A new Serial of special interest 
will enliven the Visitor the present 

We en have arranged to have 
Spurgeon’s Sermons appear more 

| LEZEKNIEL'S CONGREGATION. 

There is every reason to think it 
was a large congregation, at least in 
proportion to the size of the com- 
munity that was within easy distance. 
It was a congregation that had gather- 
ed on purpose, for those who came 
had been talking beforehand of com- 
ing, and had said every one to his 
brother, “come, I pray youn, and hear 
what is the word that cometh forth 
from the Lord.” It was a respectful 

and attentive congregation, for the 
people came in and sat as the people 

of God in the presence of the prophet, 
and listened to his words. It was a 
congregation that was abundantly 
satisfied with the quality ef the preach- 
ing. The hearers were more than 
satisfied, they were delighted. The 
prophet was to them “asa very love- 
ly song of one that hath a pleasant 
voice, and can play well on an instru- 
ment.” They went home remarkiny 

his doctrine and the beay y of his 
discourse. How just his obgr'svations 
upon the ways of God will men! 
How] true his reflections ‘upon the 
certainty of retribution and the 
necessity of repentance! How sweet 
and touching his representation of 
divine love yearning over sinful men 
and longing to receive them to favor! 
how happy the community in having 
such a preacher of righteousness 
within its borders! Surely he twill 
never want for delighted hearers. It 
1s 80 good to have a sound teacher of 
genuine divine truth among us, and 
we do so heartily approve of his 
doctrine ! 

But the prophet was laboring with 
all the might of a man wkom the 
spirit of God possessed, to make his 
hearers knew that God had a con- 
troversy in the earth, a controversy 
against sin, and against all who cast 
in their lot with sin. He was telling 
them that the woe that had come up- 
on Jerusalem was no other than the 
woe of the divine wrath. He was 
warning them that unless the people 
of God repented quickly and pro- 
foundly, the wrath must go on to 
completion, and Jerusalem, not yet 
utterly ruined, must fall He was 
telling them that God was mindful, 
neverthless, of the ery of the peniteént, 
and that when his people came to a 
better mind they would instantly 
find him goed, and ready to forgive. 
He was thundering forth upon them 
the thunders of God, and’ yet between 
the thunders, or rather sounding 
through them, there was the sti 
small voice of the divine compassion, 
breathing forth the emtresty, “turn 
ye, turn ye, for w will 

sure in the death of the wicked, but 
that he turn from his way and live.” 
This was the burden of his preaching, 

with comfort and delight. This 
soothed them like a song, and pleased 
them like skilful playing upon 
strument of musie.. i 
. It was good, to be attentive and in- 
terested when such truth was 

to one another of the soundness of. 

it matters not whether others have 

live, saith the Lord, I have no plea-| gn 

and this was what they listened to 

an in-|¢ 

but not to listen as one listens to 
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December 28 
the gospel is not 2, strain of pleasant 
song: it is a trumpet-call that sum - 
mons the sol'fier to the front. We 
can imagine 4 soldier thus summoned 
to the bugtle, standing dreamily en- 
raptured with the beauty of the trum- 
pet-ct.’l and admiration of the skill 
of “he trumpeter, when he ought to 
be answering the call and pressing 
forward to his duty. It is easy to 
say that such a man would be a fool, 
but in saying so we should condemn 
innumerable hearers of the’ gospel. 
By thousands of men, the message of 
God in his gospel is heard as music is 
heard. It is received with pleasure : 

it is approved by the conscience : it 
15 regarded as a privilege to have so 
true and sound a deliverance of God’s 
word : but as one goes away from 
the hearing of music to think of it, or 
to forget it, but to do nothing because 
of it, so do these go away from hear- 
ing the gospel, not to act upon its 
summons, but only to judge coolly 
and eritically what they have heard, 
and to think well of their own good 
estate because they have been de- 
lighted with the message. 

It is a striking fact that the indict- 
ment of these hearers for their heart- 
lessness comes not from the prophet, 
but from God. It might be very 
easy for Ezekiel, discouraged and de- 
jected, to complain of his congrega- 
tion and think he was doing them no 
good. All preachers have sometimes 
done that. But here itis God who 
tells him that his congregation is full 
of hearers who listen without profit. 
God knows how his own word is 
treated. But he tells the prophet 
that the word shall yet be honored. 
By and by they ‘shall know that a 
prophet hath been among them.” 
Coming events will convince them 
that the controversy is the Lords, 
and either in penitence or in remorse 
they will own that the prophet’s 
message ought to have been obeyed. 
Their heart has been “going after 
their covetousness :” they have 
thought the world was a place where 
they could devote themselves to their 
own interest and work out their little 
selfish plans. But they will find that 
the world is the place where God is 
working out his terrible and glorious 
purpose, and where.man wrecks his, 
life if he does not put himself on the 
Lord’s side. 

Alas that ‘Ezgkiel's congregation 
should have so many successors ! may 
the Lord mercifully diminish their 
number! Ww: N.C, 

TOO SELFISH. 

We very frequently hear Chris- 
tians, in a prayer meeting. ask God 
to grant them a delightful visitation. 
They pray for a blessing which will 
fill their hearts with joy. Their idea 
of a successful prayer meeting is that 
of “having a good time.” ' And, un- 
less they be thrilled with ecstacy, 
they go away from the place with 
expressive ‘disappointment and sad- 
ness. To them, a good prayer meet- 
ing means an interesting occasion, 
one whose interest lies in the f 
that they,themselves, have felt happy, 

been made spiritually stronger, and i of bir don 1 BURL, 

qualified for the duties and difficulties 
of life, or mot. There is a large 

{the 

don’t seek happiness for its owp 
sake. Cy H.W. 

GREETING. 

To all our patrons we send our 
most cordial wishes that they may 

have 

We did not wish them according to 

the old custom, a Merry Christmas, 

because in Christmas we have no 
faith save as a public holiday, and as 

to the merry part of it too many now 

as in olden days make it altogether 
too merry for the benefit of clear 
heads the day following. In Old 
England the Merry Christmas was 
inaugurated ir drinking and revelry 
and too much of the old custom is 

incorporated into the average obser- 
vance of the day yet. 

The bestowing of gifts on the day 
is beautiful especially when the re- 
membrance goes outside of kith and 

kin and the poor and needy are made 
happy. Before, we can, as Christians, 
take any large amount of stock in 

be convinced of several things. 
1. That God wishes the day observ - 

ed. 

2. That the merry Christmas be 
separated from the revelry and 
worldliness that has marked its his- 
tory. ) 

3. That its giving be 'Christlike 
and not so selfish as that that now 
marks the day with rare exceptions, 
When these points are made we 

shall join very heartily in wishing our 
patrons a merry Christmas. Till 
‘then we prefer to emphasize the sal- 

utation: « 4 Happy New Year.” 

We devoutly wish that all our 

readers may begin the year in the 
possession ‘of the true happiness 
which alone is found in the good 
hope in Jesus our truest friend. And 

then we wish this happiness to in- 
crease with the weeks of the year, so 
that all may make progress unto per- 
fection. The year 1882 has a won- 
derful history to unfold and we pray 
that all may be fully prepared for its 
disclosures to us as individuals, fam. 
ilies, churches, and as a nation, so 
that when years cease, the record ‘of 
this shall, through Jesus’ grace, be 
to our lasting profit. 

Wz invite special attention this 
week to our Sundayschool Lesson 
Exposition. We take it from Dr. W. 
N. Clarke’s New Cemmentary on 
Mark, which for freshness and reli- 
able interpretation is unsurpassed. 
We propose giving his notes on the 
Lessons for the year 1882. Teachers 
who want the best, can get it by 
subscribing for the Visi Tor. 
Our New Serial entitled, *“ On 

the Border-Land,§” will be found full 
of interest and inspiring Ch ristian 
instruction, —— 
Spurgeon again fills our Visitor 
Pulpit, and will do so throughout the’ 
year, except when one of our own 
men is invited to preach to our in- 
creasing audience. Pte 
Not one of our Baptist families 

can afford to do without the Visrror 
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Christmas activities we shall have to! 

ad may become {lio' power 
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the Bible Class met at the 

{in thia 

tendance of 40 students, and some 
$40,000 has been added to the Col- 
lege endowment, chiefly through the 
instrumentality of Rev. Dr. Stewart. 
{fhe Male Academy has added 60 
students, 52 of whom were boarders. 
The Ladies Seminary has been work- 
ing successfully. Prof. Burwash the 
Science Professor resigns, and is to 
be succeeded by Dr. Goodwin, a 
young man who has won marked 
distinction in the schools of the old 
world. We congratulate our Metho- 
dist brethren, on the good work they 
are doing. 

Tug St. John Freeman (Catholic) 
made a very pleasant reference to the 
tev. Dr. Cramp, and said “he was a 
man of remarkable learning and 
piety.” We thank our contemporary 
for this Catholic reference to one 
who, though he wrote a “Text Book 
of Popery,” nevertheless was a good 
citizen and a scholar. It is pleasant 
to see real worth appreeiated outside 
of its own denominational lines, and 
very gratifying to see candor of state- 
ment and respect. of character ex- 
pressed even though little sympathy 
be entertained for the faith of the one 
commended. jor 

Brusser St., 8. 8,—The young 
ladies class in the Brussel St., Sun- 
dgyschool presented their teacher 
Miss Blakslee, a valuable ebony and 
gold pencil case, with a most appre- 
ciate address. | boo 

J. A. Estey received an elegant 
present from his 8. 8. Class, as did. 
also Miss Belle Gabby from her class 
of girls. There was further a gener- 
al interchange of Christinas Cards in 
the School. 

A lepger from Rev. W. C. Rideout 
informg 3 that he is in poor health 
4 #%a1.3% his work is about done. 
He enjoys his Visitor, and hopes 
that those brethren who have noth- 
ing else to do but eriticize, would go 
to Charlotte County, and in. the 
Master's name call sinners to repent. 
sauce. He adds, I am much pleased. 

you and Bro. Hi 
and that the 

will be encour: 

Faraer Davin CraxvaLs who is 
now probably. the oldest minister im 
the denomination, though quite feeble 
yet takes an active interest in ‘all that 
pertdins to the welfare of the Re-. 
deemer’s Kingdom. Like many 
others he urges the shatting out of 
controversial articles, from the Visr. 
Tor. We wish the aged veteran and 
his partner a Happy New Year, with 
some quiet service for Him who who: 
has fitted up our eternal home. 

 ——————— 

Suxyxy Smr.~—The good folk of 
Moncton well know how to make 
their pastor happy. A number of 
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on Saturday evening and in behalf of 
their class presented Bro. Gates with 
a beautiful study table, éasy chair 
and hook case—the in money 
value being upwards of $50. “Merry 
Christmas” indeed for the Moncton 

Agent of the Convention is expected 

with the Canadian Record and hope B 

Paper. have. oomuy buen he vii of big 

Inctant sale'of broom ft a 
(change of base ruifious 19 somebody. 

possibly be some advantages in miain-- 
taining the existence of 

SCARES. 

Dear Eprror,—It is presumg 
that many of your readers have 
some period experienced the poten 
of a scare, and some of them hy 
lived long enough after the fright, 
remember with chagrin, their we 
ness in permitting themselves to 
scared. 

inpe 

D belo 

he 

niet 3 

p. V There are some who, encourao : 
Swing by their juvenile efforts to frightgll i at 

their youthful associates, still gee ernon 
to enjoy attempts at alarming. thi 138 
fellows. Instead of the ghost-stor Jur I 
or the mischievous personation | he 

. (4) 
hob-goblin or burglar,they evoke fro Dr. 
their fruitful brains impending da unex: 
gers, fearful presages, and ruinous r@@ ace, 
sults with which they strive to tefl ane . . d, al rify their opponents and to force they ine 
into servile submission to their owl '.4 
views. weig 

The field into which these alarmist, his 
venture to obtrude their scares is J DiS 
wide as society, Fe ht th 
We find them in political life wit ece | 

their evil auguries and shoutinglless, 
8s to 

rs W 
sach 
ed 

voeiferously ‘such wateh words a 
“NoPopery,” “The church in danger, 
“Our Liberties in Perl,” &c., wit 
which. to raliy their forces and t d an 
alarm the weak. Thus weak-mindedihul a: 
citizens, are scaréd into maintaining : 

dig public evils or are deterred from a 4 th 
tempting reformatory measures, . 

In the ecclesiastical arena, too, we 
frequentlysee scare-tactios introduced 
by men who through some usireason 
able whim or personal feeling desire 
change in. the| pastorate or in, the 
administration of : church affairs, 

If these uneasy members are oy 
posed, they threaten the withholding 
of subscriptions or the immediate" 
vacating of their pews, and sometimes 
the scare proves effective, and even 
in the realm of Paperdom,where it is 
supposed the Editor is “ monarel o 
all he surveys,” we fear the sdire- 
game is played. : Do you, Mr. Editor 
never receive from disaffected eon 
tributors ‘and subscribers, ' séh ‘an 
order as “Sop my paper.” © 
And is what some of us outside 

the Editors of our ‘denominational 

dorsed in two capital cities to issue a 
metropolitan paper to supplant the 
Visitor and Messenger and by so 
depreciating, the on list, of 

, force 

ch 
Vi 

re 

these two. journals .to 
their respective proprietors to a re- 

Now, however, many ulight be, the 
advantages of having one paper to 
supersede all others, might there not 

Some years since Biche! ay of 
New York were agitated by the 
question of a consolidation of their 

» 4 

on the other, in case 
at departure fr 
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