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who made it thei calling, cited i in indifferent of both sexes. Are our "NBELIEF. 

There is no unbelief: 

Whoever plants the seed beneath the sod, 

1 wa it push away the clod, 

Trusts Le in God. 
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Iie dared disown. 

says, 

trusts that Power alone 

The heart that looks on when the eyelids 

close, 
A nel (dar Iv 1 3) Q And dares to live when life has only woes, 

God's comfort knows. 

There is no unbelief: 

And day by day, and night unconsciously, 
The heart lives by that faith the lips deny, 

(rod knoweth why. 

Fisitor Pulpit, 

ON 4 PICTURE BY MATTHEW. 

— 

BY REV.D. A. STEELE, A. M, 

Matthew 14: 1-12, 

Here we have the usual accompani- 
ments, dancing and drinking. A li- 
centious king and a debauched court 
constitute the very atmosphere of 
revelry. ‘I'he nan who is so little 
wuman as to live with the wife of his 
»wn brother, is just the man to plunge 
‘mto excesses of all kinds. 
As we gaze upon this sombre pic- 

ture, we note the varying hues of 
criminality ; the mingling of dark and 
yot darker shades. We will consider 
the story in order as we read. Itis 
plain and suggestive. 

THE ALARMED MONARCH. 

The first glance at the picture re- 
veals an unusual sight, « king dl at 
ease. Wonderful reports reach him 
of a new prophet, what is there in 
these to disquiet him? He surely 
should be pleased to hear that his fel- 
low creatures were being taught, fed 
healed, raised to life again. 

Butall this is torture. to hismajesty. 
Jesus must be John! He himself is 
risen from: the dead, and therefore 
these wonders work mightily in him. 
How much light is thrown upon the 
mon;cl’s state of mind by this ex- 

bi 

clamuation! This means misery, con- 
science sniting him with open palm, 
by day ©nd by night. It means that 
remorsc was gnawing at his heart. 
Many a time in the dead of night he 
had Deen compelled to cry, “Down! 
down!” to the spectre of the man 
whom he bad heard gladly; bat it 
would not disappear. “John is risen 
from the hg I” The snperstitious 
terror of a conscience stained with 
guilt is stronger than his scepticism 
as a Sadducee. 
The evangelist proceeds to give 

THE EXPLANATION, 

why Herod had spoken thus to his 
servants: 

“For Herod had laid hold on J ohn, and 
bound him and put him in rison for 
Fepodias’ sake, his brother Philip's wife, 
for John had said, it is not Ade +f Ad thee 
to have her.” \ 

The whole transaction is narrated 
in graphic detail, John Baptist is 
a preacher of righteousness to all men, 
to peasant, to soldier, to Pharisee 
and to Publican, to multitudes and to 
individuals. And now the brave man 
is the censor of ro al morals. He 
beards the king on kis throne. 

Letodress is to be rebuked by the 
preacker. It is worse, if anything in 
a king, than in a common man, be- 
cause of his superior education. His 
pee is one of exceeding gravit 
e is the example for his ple. hi 

has always held true: “Like court, | 700 0 
like people.” 
in a voice of thunder, declares, 
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THE BIRTH DAY FEAST AND ITS 
TRAGEDY, 

garments of gauze that bat half con- 
Sheed the form. Then, as now, it 

as an outrage upon virgin modesty 
t thrust a young lady into a room 
full of strange men, tq dance before 

So the faithful Baptist, | Other 

them, or to dance with them. + Such 
thing uzknown in thé ast. 

hen, there 
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as at present; however, 

were foolish mothers, who to gain 
some imagined good, a step 1 soe ety, | 

| or to remove the stioma of Puritan- 

ism, or to commass even some baser! 
purpose, were willing to push their | 
daughters into adancing party. Then, 
ras now, there were » giddy woirls i who | 

. were ready, at the behest, of their | 
mothers, to lay aside their native 
modesty, and dance before, or iu com- 

‘pany with, a promiscuous company 
‘of men. Some of them, perchance, 
{of correct habits, and some of them 
far otherwise,—evil minded men, who 

‘are ready to persuade them, to ap- 
| plaud them, and to ruin them. 

THE EXTRAVAGANT OATH. | 

Men heated with wine are very apt 
to promise impossible things. The 
gratified voluptuary, his senses daz- 

| Zled by the god he worships, is in 
just the mood to lavish the resources 
needed for the legitimate purposes of 
life. This promise was like the pro- 
mises of the half-drunken now. 
Dancing and drinking engender a 
spirit of recklessness, and the de- 
votees of these vices squander not the 
half, but usually the whole of their pat- 
rimony, whereupon he promised with 
an oath to give her whatsoever she 
would ask. 

THE TERRIFIC DEMAND. 

Straightway the maiden went to 
her mother, who, glad the opportun- 
ity had arrived to gratify her revenge, 
prompted her daughter to ask, as the 
price of having g gratified the company, 
the head of the prophet eontined in 
the fortress, Herodias knew the 
moods of the king. She was prepar- 
ed to prompt her daughter to make 
this bloody request, O marvellous 
dexterity of evil! If Christian women 
were as ready to seize opportunities 
to do good, if they had half the reso- 
lution of this royal tigress, they 
would be canonized as saints. 

The daughter, fit child of such a 
mother; blenched not from her task. 
There was that strange combination 
of characteristics sometimes observ- 
|able. Feminine sweetness and grace, 
the lithe frame, and springing motion, 
every movement the poetry of 
action, the luxuriant tresses falling to 
her waist, the flashing black eye, the 
bewitching voice, and winsome ways, 
—while within there was the designing 
spirit, the subtility of the serpent. 
Such a woman can accomplish any- 
thing; may demand where another 
must beseech. She is an empress in 
her own right. The power of one 
woman gifted with native talent, is 
unmistakable. She can lead men at 
her will. She can allure them into 
paths of frivolity, conform them in 
their notions of a free and easy life, 
can help them down, dower, down; 
can banish from their minds all ideas 
of goodness, and soberness, and lofti- 
ness of character; can from shear 
love of wantonness, gaily do her 
pretty best to dissipate all the nobler 
feeling of manhood, and then go away 
and smile at the wreck she has made, 
and boast of her power over men. 
There are such women, and men will 
always be found who are weak 
enough to dangle after them. 
Young men! keep the company of 

no woman whe does not endeavour 
to help you to stem the current of 
frivolity, and earthliness, and sensual- 
ity. uch is no true woman. A 
woman, a real woman, will always 
aim go sober us, to elevate us, to Te- 
deem us from whatever tends in the 
slightest degree to lower the tone of 
the human spirit. 

* * * * * 

What shall she ask, this daughter 
ofa Queen? Think now, young ladies, 
what would have been your modest 
request. A necklace of pearls? a 
flashing diamend? A sum of gold 
sufficient for all the exigencies of your 
life? or would von. the e 80 many of | 
ocd have asked a favor re fom 
he might be pices or for brother, that 

placed in a position of 
power ? Such requests are | 

me pecs as roa world goes. 

prefer. Je 

the code of the devil! 

This woman as 50 such reques ol 
f place, 

WHAT 18 THIS GLEAM OF LiGHE? 

The king is “sorry, sorry ” | No 
scul sorrow; it is but. half drunken 
regret. There is no conscience in 
such a being. “He would have put 
him to death” before, “but that he 
feared the people, for all counted 
John as a prophet.” But “for his 
oath’s sake?” Is there not: then a 
smattering of honor lett in the heart 
of the tetrarc! h? Aye, the “honor” 
lof the gambler, the libertine). and the | 
|adulterer. It is honor turned batt- 
end foremcst, like a loaded whip. He 
lis very delicate about breaking his 
word, but is better to kill a saint than 
to have that word questioned. ‘Bet- 
ter to murder the innocent than to 
break his mad vow! How highly he 
estimates the goos opinion of his 
friends! Ile can more easily behead 
the prophet than recall a word uttered 
in a moment of excitement. Sueh is 

Beware of 
| being influenced by it! . of being 
warped from truth and purity, and 
justice, to meet the sanctions of a 
self-frenziedf brain, or by fear of the 
taunts of a crowd of feasting profii- 
gates. 
And so, because of the rash word 

of a drunken king, all the centuries 
have mourned the untimely end of 
one who is venerated by all who eal! 
themselves by the Christian name. 
It is significant of the wide influence 
of the | forerunner of our Lord, that 
from one extreme of Christianity to 
the other, from the purple clad “dig- 
itary of the Church of Rome to the 

ainest Baptist pastor, the mame is 
Pod; in the highest esteem. If we 
Baptists gave names to our edifices 
for worship, what distinguishing ap- 
pellation so well fitted to “embody our 
peculiar traditions and contentions 
for the truth as that of “ The Church 
of John the Baptist #” 

THE END. 

Let us draw near to the fortress of 
Machaerus, and behold the end of this 
hero, this. witness to God’s truth be- 
fore the royal sinner who had out- 
raged it. The evangelists calmly re- 
late the story—they give us the bare 
facts, with no pathetic comments. 
Yet what room for the portrayal of 
the heaving breast, the quick beating 
heart, the tear-bedewed face, the play 
of all the sad emotions brought into 
action by such a scene! Here is the 
grandest saint, pacing his cell like a 
man whose life is ebbing away 
through inaction. He isin his prime, 
not a gray hair upon him! mark the 
elastic step! Note the swing of that 
muscular arm, as it hangs bare from 
the armlet of the camel's hair cloak. 
Did you catch the flash of that fine 
eye? Every feature tells of the innate 
nobility of the orator of the wilder- 
ness—the truthful determination of 
the prophet of the Highest ? Like all 
such natures, confinement and inac- 
tion have visibly affected him. His 
spirit, while yet andaunted, has sailed 
out upon an ocean of unrest. Ques- 
tionings, unknown till now, throng his 
brain. By night, by day, the demon 
of doubt presses him sore. “Why 
am I here? why does not the Messiah 
take power and free me ? could I have 
been mistaken when I baptized him * 
Did I not hear the voice from heaven, 
attesting his Messiahship ? and why 
am I here?” Ah, John, many have 
wrestled in vain with the speéious 

pearances of things: Many have 
given way to gloom aud melancholy, 
and the greater the man, ig greater 
nd a that harasses Thon 

find auswerfto all thy "Shakti: 
ings ere long,—but not in This bind A 
Let us think of him as humbly 
upon his God, determined ee rao 
his eternal goodness. “I await his 
will—I will trust and not be : aid ¥” 
And lo: the shadow of the exeeution- 
er is even now on the itor 
scarce deigning to announce his’ mes. 
sage, without any explanation, with 
no time for préparation, the List 
is commanded to kneel, and the brais 
a momeut before so fll of 
ties, is ro ing upon the co 
The Bandy” ‘which bd 
Lord of life at his 
erless now. The 
in the power an ro of 
upon whom met the 
eenturies, the forgtusn 
Saviour of men, t 
women, lies mer 
me thro 

rly is alike in og 
a Le ow 

Baptist mothers prepared for the 
consequences of fashionable conform- 
ity? are they willing to have their 
tender girls encircled by the arms 
of a stranger, who probably has not 
the entree of their houses? Are they 
so anxious that their sons should get 
into “polite society” that they are 
ready to risk them where they will 
receive invitations from the gambler 
and the wine-drinker, 
from the libertine ? 
“On with the dance!” sav the 

“liberal” Christians, who quote the 
example of j* other denominations,” 
and “other places.” Are they prepar- 
ed to receive the invariable concomi- 
tants of the dance? or do they have 
some mysterious shield with which to 
preserve us from the evils which have 
invariably followed ? 
The picture before us in which the 

head of a magnificent preacher was 
the price of the banquet, is simply 
the concrete of all the wickedness at- 
taching to this fashionable folly. 
In this cnstom, lie the seeds of eviis 
innumerable, and that is a short- 
sighted Christian who cannot discern 
these evils. Drinking, dancing, gamb- 
ling, immodesty, licentiousness, cruel 
vindietiv eness, and a rash shedding 
of preeious blood, are all wrapped up 
in this small compass. If you cannot 
accept this now, you will by-and-bye. 
God grant that you may come to my 
conclusions rather by the study of my 
pours than by the experience of the 
itterness of the evil here expressed ! 

Amherst, N. S., April 5, 1881. 

YOU DON'T KNOW THEIR VALUE. 
‘ They cured me of Ague, Billiousness and 

Kidney Complaint, as recommended. I had 
a half bottle left which Iused for my two 
little girls, whom the doctors and neighbors 
said could not be cured. 1 am co nt 1 
should have lost both of them one Lm Taf if 1 
had not had the Ho, porary’ in my h 
use. I found the fso muck 
continued wyth them, wp ey are now Ya 
That is why ['say you do not know half the 
value oi op Bitters, and dotnot recommend 
them highly emough,”—B., Rochseter, X. Y. 

CUSTOM 

TAILORING. 
I have just received and have now open for 

Inspection my spring stock of 

CLOTES, 
in whicl: will be tound the latest patterns in 

ENGLISH, 
SCOTCH, 

"and CANADIAN 

T~xreeda. 
TROSERINGS, SUITINGS, DIAGONALS, 

AND 

Faxcy Worstep CoaTiNGs, &c. 

All of which will be made to order in the 

LATEST STYLES, 
At the 

Lowest Possible Prices. 

AND A 

Perfect Fit Guaranteed. 

Also in Stock a full line of 

Gents’ Furnishing Goods, 

HATS,CAPS,TRUNKS,VALISES, 
&e., &c., &e., 

At less than City Prices. 
C. B. Pidgeon, 

Main Street, 
INDIANTOWN. 

«NTE 

and ins} inuations EB 

BEE 

PROVERBS. 

«Seur stomacl., bad breath, indigestion 
and headache%asily cured by Hop Bitters 

“ 8tudy Hop Bitters books, nse the medi- 
icine, Le wise, healthy and happy.” 

“ When life is a drug, and you have lost 
all hope, try Hop Bitters.” 

“ Kidney and urinary trouble is universal 
gand the only safe and sure remedy is Hop § 
BBitters—rely on it.’ 

“ Hop Bitters does noi e xhaust and des-B 
oy, but restores and makes new. 

“ Ague, Lillousness, drow siness, jal undice % 
prior Bitters removes easily.” 

Boils, Pimples, Freckles, Rough Skin 
Puipt ions,impure blobd, Hop Bitters cure. 

«Inactive Kidneys and Urinary Organs 
»ause the worst of Diseases, and Hop Bit 
rs cures them all.” 
«More health, sunshine and joy in Ho 

Bitters than in all other remedies.” 

n Sure ana Pain Relie 
Hep Cougs the best, 

FOR SALE BY ALL DRU GGISTS. 

J. & J. D. HOWE, 
MANUFACTURER OF 

SETTEES, 
For Churches, Sunday Schools, and Public 

Halls, in Ash, and Ash and Walnut, of su- 
perior quality. Al kinds of 

Church ici 
Made to order. furn- 
ished on a Heaton § made 
og Archiects’ Drawings. ATE § made 

WAREROOMS: 
Market Building, Germain Street. 

FACTORY 

East End of Union Si., St. John, N. B. 
jun? tf 

Special Announcement. 
“NEW GOODS. 

SPRING 1881. 

JAMES S. MAY, 
Merchant Tailor, 

Would announce to his Customers and the 
Public that he has opened a 

Splendid Lot of Spring Goods 

Consisting of ENGLISH and SCOTCHTWEED, 
FINE IDI 1AGONALS, 8 SPRING OVERCOAT- 
INGS and a Large Varie 
GOODS, which have been selected with care, 
bought close and on the most favorable 
terms. 

Cash Customers would find it to their 
vantage to call and examine. 

mar 48 King and 64 Germain Streets. 

THOMASL. -HAY. 
DEALER IN 

didesand Calf Skins, 
SHEEP SKINS AND WOOL 

RESIDENCE—59 .WATERLOQ STREET, 
BLL. Hides: Skins and Woul of all e- 

vionswill be bough forwhich the hizhest 
pret 4 prices will be given. 

Sta. Soulanges 
For Washadguioak and Intermediate pad 

WILE LEAVE 

INDIANTOWN, 
On the. Jolledsing days, viz: 

/ AEM ATLA, AM) x 

coLEs ISLAND, 

Pte "AT 6:3 O'CLOCK, AM. 
CARL & VAUGHN, 

St. John, Apri 1%, Tl ool woo 
a 

ERB & CAMERON, 
PHOT OGRAPHERS, 

COR. CHARLOTTE & KING S18 
SAINT. JOHN, x3 y 

— 

Our: Prices are ‘the 

kb im 

ET oe STON & 
lA ra aid 

sh viol aks Div 

A AE 

tyof PANTALOON 

|The Oriental Tea Stun 

Ss 

TO) sith 

Py 00 

i Te 
Fredericton, 

Great reduction in prices of Sah, 
Tn A tp 

FAMILY BIBLES 
CEACHER'S BIBLES, 

POCKET. BIBLgg 
dircet from the publishers, 
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Ew $323 I .FSERARE i3d 
CSV» REEZPG 0 32583 2% 
oz, A5E-EoxqunEs 8 woh Nos RE 220, 
™ wn = c==° Eri w'~ k 
Ez 20Z»3E82 2g 8 TERRE = A&E 533 252 es Et a 
ESL ER2o8F 0fESBORRT Ee2zamzioadcEo%SEr 
RID Rm EERE EHORARARED0N: 

Books of Devotion, Prayer 
Praise. 

Baptist Hy mn and Tune Book 
Rervice of Song. 
Psalmist. Psalmody. 
Church Hymns. Presbyterian Sundin. 
Church Services, Prayer Books 
Birth Day Books. 

TEXTS FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 
M.S. HALL, 
Opposite Normal School, 

Fred 

BEST REFINED IRON ! 

WELSH BOLT IRON, 
Sheet, Horp, And Band 1 

Thos. Firth & Son's 

Best Cast Ste 
FOR AXES, TOOLS, DRILL, 

SPEAR & JACKSON'S 
Sicigh Shor, Aprimg, Tire Teoe-alk 

Neel. 

TIN PATE. 
Ingot andBar Tin 

COPPER 
Barsand Ingots, Y. Metal Wire Common 

Annealed. 

OF TRON AND STEEL, 

All Kinds, Cut, Spike & Nalis | 

Wrot Raiway and Ship Spike 
IronN hye andClinch Rings, ANCH( 

BLES, Oakum, Hitch, Tar, &c. 

: Bellows, Vices aad Anvils, de. 
' Inspection and Correspondence Solicit 

I & ¥, BURPEE, & C0, 

SPROLAL N OTICE. 

Bein determin to close our pre 
stock Sp, 186 BEE next. Feit educe 

of Teas, tion, eit : our 

for g lity or 
(34 ok ity oro he Ravoured Teas 

{do Vallfo we seh ait : 

Le BROWN& LEETCH, i 
i ©7221 Union Street, 
mar 1 8t, John, NR 

WHOLESALE. 
LT EEL 

srr AS JiR 
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