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Xor the Visitor.
THE CHRISTIANS COMFORT.

BY A. WATSON.,

What a eomfort to be a Christian,
What a joy on earth below,

"T'o know that Jesus loves us,
Where ever we may go.

"T'o feel his presence near us
In all our jey and pain,

To know we shall zever
(Askjto his help in vain.

‘To know in all our sadness
That Jesus feels it all,
And that he ever listens
To our most feeble call,

‘l'o know in all our weakness
‘That he our strength will be,
‘That he will ere protect us
"From foes we cannot see.

And in our hours of darkness
When all around looks drear,
We seem to hear “he Saviour,
We feel his presence near.

 Fisitor Dulpit,
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ZIKLAG, ORDAVID ENCOURAGING
HIMSELF IN G(

SERMON BY REV. (. H.SPUR-
GEON.
¢ And David was greatly distressed; for
the people spake of stoning him, because
the soul of all thie people was grieved ev-
ery man for his sons and for hisdaughters:
but David encouraged ' imself in the Lord
his God.”” ‘“And David inquired at the
Lord, saying, Shall I pursue after this
troop? shall [ overtake them? And he an-
swered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely
overtake them, and without fail recover
all.”’—1SaMUEL-30: 6, 8.
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We ought to be deeply ratefnl to!
God for the inspired hici oy of the
life of His servant I) .vid., i was -
great life, a vigorous 'X 'a_'i"...c, spent
in many positions znd divtons, T

5
almost rejoice th»t it was not
faultless life, forits fatlines and errors
are instructive. It is the life of a
man after God’s own heart ; butstili.
the life of one who went astray, like
a lost sheep, and was recovered by
the great Shepherd’s grace. By this
fact he comes all the nearer to us
poor, faulty wmen and women. I
would venture to apply to Daivd the
description which has been applied
to the world’s own poet :

‘‘ Aman so various that he seemed to be
Not one, butall mankind’s epitome.”’

Each one may find something like
himself, in the long, eventful, and
chequered life of the son of Jesse.
Among other things we learn this,
that where chere is faith there is sure
to be trius ; for David though he
trusted God so heartily, had good
peed of all the faith he possessed.
In bis early days he was hunted
like a partridge upon the mountains
by Saul, and was constantly in jeopar-
dy of his life. He hac so ckoice a
treasure of faith about him, that Sa-
tan was for ever trying to piunder
him of .. Still, the worst trials that
David suffered arose not out of his
faith, but out of his wantof it. 'I'hat
which he did to avoid trouble brought
him into deeper distress than ordinary
providence ever caused him. He left
the conntry where he wus so ill at
«aée, which was, nevertheless, thy
tand, O Emmanuel, and he went
away into the land of the Philistines,
expecting there to_escape from furih-
er turmoil, Inso doing he transgress-
ed, and fresh trials came mpon him,
trials of a worse kind than those
-which had happened to him from the
haud of Saul. Drethren, the jeet

said,

““The path of sorrow,and that path alone,
l.eads to the land where sorrow is un-
known.”

ard he spake truly : for “in the world
ye shali have tribulation.”

Another lesson is this : Taough we
skall be tried, yet faith in God 18 an
ayailaple resource at all times. Faith
is_a shield which you may use for
warding off every kind of arrow,yea,
even the tiery darts of the great-enemy,
for that shield cannot be penetrated
even by javelins of fire. You cannot
be cast into a condition in which
£4ith shall not help you. There is a
promise of God suitable for everly
state, and God has wisdom and skill
and love and faithfulness to deliver
you out of every possible jeopardy ;
and therefore you have only to con-
fide in God, and deliverance is sure
1¢ come.

Maiuoly note this, that even when
yomb your . fnltﬁ&?ﬁ ; till

ou own faul is ®
znﬂ!bh When your affliction is
evidently a chastisement for griev.
. ‘ still trust in the Lord.

¥
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' the sons and daughters of his comrades

Let this stand as our preface, and
the whole of our sermon will tend to
illustrate it.
i  Wenoisce: First, David’s distress

—¢“ David was greatly distressed” ;
secondly, David’s encouragement—
“ David encouraged himself in the
Lord his God” ; thirdly, David’s in-
quiry—* And David inquired at the
Lord” ; and then, fourthly, David’s
answer of peace; the Lord said, “Pur-
sue : for thou shalt surely overtake
them, aid without fail recover all.”
I. First, then, let us look at

DAVID’S DISTRESS.

“ David was greatly distressed.”
His city was burat,his wives were gone

were all captive, and little Ziklag,
where they had made a home, smok-
ed before them in blackened ruins.
The men of war, wounded in heart,
mutinied against their leader and
wers ready to stone him. David’s
fortunes were at their lowest ebb.
To understand his position we must
go a little further back in his history.

David was greatly distressed. for
he had been acting without consult-
ing his God. It was his general hab-
it to wais upon the Lord for direc-
tion, for even as a shepherd lad it
was his juy toring ¢ He leadeth me”;
‘but for once David had gone without
leading, and had chosen a bad road.
Worn ount by the persecution ofSaul.
in an evil moment his heart failed
him, and he raid; ¢ I shall surely fall
one day by the hind of Saul.” This
was a da.gerous mood.  Always be
afraid of being afraid. Failing means

failing strcn~th. Do not regard des-
pondency st merely a loss of joy,
view it sy draining away your spiri-
taal life.  Sruggle against it, for it
often hupnens that when faith ebbs,

8itn ¢omes to the flood.

He who does not comfortably trust
God will soon seek after comfort
somewlicre cise, and David did so :
without asking divine direction he

fled to the court of the Philistine
chicfiain Achish, hoping to be quiet
there. See what came of it ! hen

he stood among the ashes of Ziklag
he began to understand what an evil
aud bitter thing iv is to learn our own
understanding, to forget God who
guides us, and to become a law ' unto
ourselves. Perhaps some of you are
in distress in the same way: you
have chosen your own path, and now
you ar: caught in the tangled bushes
which tear your flesh. "You have
carved for yourselves, and you have
cut your own fingers ; you have ob-
tained your heart’s desire and while
the meat ig;{et‘_in your niouth a curse
has coine with it. ~ You #a A{f““'di s
it for the best : ay, but it‘x 8 turn

out to be for the worst. David neyer
made a heavier rod for bimqelfa!ﬁlil
when he thought to aveid all further
discomfort by leaving his true place.
Worse thao this, if worse can be,
David had also followed policy in-
stead of truth.  Tte Oriental mind
was, and probably still is, given to
lying. Easterns do not think it
wrong to tell an untruth ; many de
it habitually. Just as an upright
werchant in this country would not
be suspected of a falsehood, so you
would not in the olden time have.
suspected the average Oriental of
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mine head forever.,” Think of David
keeping the head of a Philistine !
When Achish gathered the Philis-
tine army to battle with Is we
read. wirth shame, * And the lords of
the Philistines passed on by hundreds
and by thousands: but David and
his men passed on in the rereward
with Achish.”

How dreadfully troubled David
must have felt in this false position.
Think of David who was ordained to
be king of Israel. marching his armed
band to fight his ewn countrysien ?
How gracious was. the Lord in bring-
ing him ont of that perilous pesition.
The Philistine princes suspected him,
as well they might, and said te Ach-
ish, “ What do these Hebrews
here ?” They were jealous of the
high office to which David Kad been
promoted, and fearful of his tutning
against them during the fight.

Though the Philistine king, like
the true man that he was, smoothed it
down, he was forced to seand David
away. ‘WHat a'relief David must
have felt! Well might he pen the
the words of the twenty-fourthPsalm,
“ QOur soul is escaped as a bird-out of
the snare of the fowlers : the snare is
broken, and we are escaped.” What
a horror would have been put upon
him if he had actually gone with the
Philistines to the battle in which
Saul and Jonathan were slain. It
would bhave been a stain upon Dav-
id all his life.

THE LORD DELIVERED HIM.

but he made him to feel His rod at
the same time, for no soomer had
David reached Ziklag, than he saw

that the hand of the I.ord was gone
out against him, desolation smoked
around him, and we do not marvel
that David was greatly distressed.
Picture the position of David in
the centre of his band. He has been
driven away by the Philistine . lords
with words of contempt ; his men
have been sneered at—* What do
these Hebrews here ? Is this not
David ?” When he walked withGod
he was like a prince, and no man
darad to sneer at him, but now he
has been flouted by the unecircumeis-
ed Philistines ,and has been glad to
sneak back to his little city ashamed
of himself. It is terrible when a man
of God falls inte such a position that.
he gives an ememy opportunity to
blaspheme God and . to despise His
servant.
It isterrible when even werldlings
scout the inconsistency of the profess-
ed follower of Jesus. . “What do
vhese Hebrews here?” is the sarcastic
question of the world.: “ How comes
a:professing Christian to be acting as
we do? Look, he is trying t6  culti-
vate our acquaintance, and ‘pass for
one of ourselves, and yet he calls him-
self a servant of God ?”” They began
to point, as they did at Peter—*Thou
also was with Jesus of Nazarath, for

”

all earthly trust, and encourages him-
self in u»f Lord. ‘

He did not sit down in sullen des-
pair, nor did he thiok, as Saul did, of
resorting to wrong means of help:
but he went, sinner as he was, confes-
sing all his wrong-doing, straight
away to his God, and asked for the
priest to come that he might speak
with him in the name of the Most
High. Brothers and sisters, if you
are in trouble, and your trouble is
mixed with sin, if you have afflicted
yourselves by your backslidings and

erversities, nevertheless I pray you
ook nowhere else for help but to the
| God whom you have offended. Cling
to him by faith; hold fast by him in
hope. ay, “Though he slay me,
yet will I trust in him.” Resolve, «I
will not let thee go.” Guilty as yon
are, it is food for you to draw nigh
unto God.

Leét us try to conceive of the way
in which Pavid would encourage
himself in the Lord his God. Stand-
ing amid those ruios he ‘would, say,
“Yet the Lord does love me, and I
love him. My experiénce of divine
love is not a dream, I know it is not
a myth or a delusion. I have known
the Lord, and T have had near and
dear intercourse with him, and I
konow that he changes not, and there-
fore he will help me. His merey en-
dureth forever. He will Eut away
my transgressions.” Thus he encour-
aged himself in the Lord his God.

Brethren, do you need an interpre-
tation of this parable? Can you not
see its application to yourself. Are
you notsaying, “ The Lord called me

y his grace, brought me out from the
love of the world, and made me a
priest and a king unto himself, and
he leave me? Is not the 6il of his
Spirit still upon me? Can he cast
ae off ? He separated me to himself,
and gave me to know that my des-
tiny was not like that of the ungodly
world, but that he ordained me and
chosen me to be his servant forever
—will he leave me to perish ? Shall
his enemy rejoice over me *”  Thus
may you encourage yourself in God.

hen h¢ would go over all the past
deliverances which he has experienc-
ed. I see the picture which fpassed

w

He saw himself when he slew the lion
and the bear. Did God deliver him
tken, and will he not ‘deliver him
now? He pictured himself going out
to meet the giant Goliah, with noth-
ing but a sling and a stone. and com-
ing back with the monster’s head ' in

his hand : and he argued. ¢ Will he
not rescue me now?’  He cheers

himself, as one had .done before
him, with the inference. ¢1f the
Lord had meant to destroy me, he|
would not have showed me such
things as these.” ‘

Come now, dcar children of God,
take down your diaries and refer to |
the days when the Lord helped you

thy speech betrayeth thee.” “What
dost thou here, Elijah!” isthe voice
which comes from (God’s mouth, %nd
His adversaries repeat it. When the
child of God feels that-he is in that
predicament. and in great trouble
too, it is not strange that he is great-
ly distressed.

At'the back of this came bereave-

ever speaking the truth if he could:
belp it, because he felt that everybody
else would deceive him and so he
must practise great cunning. ‘The
golden rule in David’s day was, ¢« Do
others, ,or others will ceraiuly do
you.”

David in his early days was not
without the taint of his times. He
became the commaander of the body-
of Achish, king of Gath, and he lived
in the royal city = As he found him-
self rather awkwardly situated in that
idoiatrous town he said to the king,
“If I have now found grace in thine
eyes, let them give me a place in some.
town in the country,thal y dwell
there for why should thy servantdwell
in the royal eity with thee ?” Achish
appears to have been almost a con-
vert to tihe worship of Jehovah, and
certainly shines brilliagtly in the nar-
rative be;ore tr iy

@ gave him the towa of Ziklag. Dav-
gi g:d his men warred with the vari-
ous tribes of Canaanites who dwelt
in the south of Palestine, and took
from them great spoil ; but he greatly.
;md in ﬂ';h i Anhhhjbelicve that

@ was inst Judah. :

See the twmmwl Zik-
lag burned with fire, his wives are
captive ; and his men speak of ston-

it

At David’s re uest |
¥

ing him, If you and I everget away |

ment. His wives were gone.  He
was a man of a large ‘affeetionate
tender heart, and what grief it must
have been to him! Nor was he a
solitary mourner ; bat all those brave
fellows who were joined with him
were bereaved too. - Worst of all he
was now forsaken by his followers.
Those whe had been with him inhis
worst fortunes now. upbraided  him
with their ealamity... Whydid he
leave the city to go . off to help 'these
enemies of the Lord, the uneir: i
ed Philistines ? hq . might have
known better ; and they grew indig-
nant, and one ma,,,«fm% tone
him ;” te.which others answered,*

u,dg{ it at once.” . They w
dently in a t rage, e
there faint mg:l:ave:"% '
 forsaken man, with his Tif
from furious mutineers.

er

i that it is written,’
avid was greatly distressed”
. There is the picture. b
now let us see a fairer scene a:
observe what David did
circumstances. When he
worst he was seen at his be;
I, Secondly, let

us con
DAVID'S ENCOURAGEM

i

Zgain and n, How many times
]‘lgl: he ble$ you? You could not
count them, for the Lord has been
so gracions and tender that he has
aided you ten thousand times already.
Has he changed in love, in faithful-
ness, in power ? God forbid that we
should indulge such wicked thoughts,
He is still the same, and so let us en-
courage ourselves in Him.

“ Alas,” you say, “I have done
wrong.” I know you have; but he
has not. 1f your confidence were in
yourself, that wrong of yours might
crnsh #%ur ho&(;,- but since your con-
fidence isin , and he has not
changed, why shonld you fear? Oh,
but I am so sinfaul.” Yes, I know

love had so

b i i Bl i,
reach¢ ou 3 t comes to g

- ocfm.’rmx,m i
and therefere it will come

t o' come to yeu by

to you ever. |
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shall waoderinto 8 maze
| which it will be hard to extricate]y

w eant i
R by

. .iﬂ't'”,'

! .,,

k N 5 R ’ D % g
R aEe &
P .y ¢ > Mg & - )

like a panorama’ hefore Davidl’)s eye. |

ou are, and 8o you were when he|
first looked upon you in love. Ii his|

v it never would havel.

hen you think of what the | A &vd
 Lord hasdone! and d6 you not feel| :

bless him more than for anything else
it is for pain and affliction. "I am
sure that in these things the richest,
tenderest love has been manifested
toward me. Love-letters are often
sent in black-edged envelopes. The
cloud that is black with horror is big
with mercy. We may not ask for
trouble, but if we were wise we should
look upon it as the shadow of an un-
usually great blessing. Blessed be
the Yord, whose way isin the whirl-
wind, and who makes the clouds to
be the dust of his feet. Make some
such thoughts as these to help you to
encourage yourself in God as David
did.
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Holloways Pills.—In the 'complaints
pecnliar to females these Pills are unriv-
alled. Their use by the fair sex has be-
come so constant for the removal of their
ailments that rare is the toilet that is
without them. Amongst all classes’ from
the domestic servant to the ress uni-
versal favour is.aqowded‘,t.o chest renova-
ting Pills; their inyigorating and purifyin
properties render them safe and inval-
uable iu all' cases; they may be taken by
females of all ages forany disorganization
or irregularity of the system, speedily re-
removing the cause and restoring tle suf-
ferer to robust health. As a family medi-
cine they are unapproachable for subdu-
ing the maladies of young and old.

The bulk of the World,s writing is done
with steel pens. Estabrook’s can be pro-
cared from any stationer. - Robert \Iiﬁer,
Son & Co.; wholesale agents, Montreal.

HOW WISTAR’S BALSAM CURES,

From Seymour Thatcher, M. D., of Her-
mon, N. Y.

WISTAR'S BAnsAM or WiLD CHERRY
gives universal satisfaction. It seems to
cure a cough by loosening and cleansing
the lung, anhd allaying iirrtation, thus re-
moving the cause, instead of drying u
the cough and leaving the cause behind,
consider the BALsAM the best cough m ed-
icine with which J am acquainted.”’

50 cents and $1 a bottle. Sold by all
druggists.

MANUFAOTURER§' or

All Kinds Of
Sruashes)

'AND CORN BROOM,

Cor. Dnion & Carmertlien Strects
SAINTJOHN; N, B.

We,are now receiving the finest assortment of

LADIES, MISSES, ' :
CHILDREN AND GENT'S

Fine Boots,

SHOES & SLIPPERS

of very best makes cver brought to St (John.

Valpey’s Shoe Store,
Corner of King and Canterbury Sts

SELECT SCH(
ITo. 27 Peters s,

§PRINCIPALS.
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" ACHRISTIE &

PLAINING, HOULBING
BUTLuER

TANSRARILERD o0h,

) POL!SHED. A-!D‘__UNPO [SH]
AUl Kinds of Tu

Stair Rails,
Balusters,
N cagz goata.
Brackets,

A. CHRISTIE &
5 Waterloo Street, Saint John,

ALEX, CIRIS
JOHN FERGUS
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o. E. Burnham &
WHOLESALE Axy' RETY
Manufacturers andl
ers in '
Furniture& Exce

Warerooms—=33 and 85 Charlg
Factory— Celebration St. Pg

The Subscriber takes
ing his patrons and the public that
uary 1st he associated with him his
C W. BURNHAM and 8. L. T. BURNE
the firm name of C.E, BURNHAM

C. E. BURN
8t. John, Feb. 8, 1881. =
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