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» (Christian Visitor, events to suit human ideas. It|tian often seems to us something pre-|in that direction. When we come |Zittle! Well, that puzzles us. For “GUILTY.” will make us cheerful ‘and con- 
tented under God’s own arrangement 
of events. Paul’s prayer did not have 
ower to rid him of the thorn ; but it 
rought him grace to bear his trouble. 

Jesus’ prayer did not make the cup 
pass.from him ; but it made him sub- | 
missive to the Father’s will that he 
should drink the bitter draught. 
What is prayer ? It.is asking some- 
thing of God. But what is it to ask? 
It is to acknowledge that we have no 
claim. It is to.come to God saying 
that we have no right 0 demand that 
he shall take this affliction from us, 
but that, if he shall give us the cup 
to drink, it will be all right. The 
very first step if prayer is lo give u 
everything into the hands of God, for 
him to do withhms as he pleases. The 
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Thou knowest Lord, how I love that 
child, and I desire that thon shouldst 
spare him to me,. If thou shalt spare 
him according to desire, I wil 
raise thee with glad. 1 
at, if thou shalt take him from me, 

I will praise thee all’ the same. 
Father, thy will be done.” When the 
man has reached the point where he 
can say this, He ‘may rise from his 
nees, for he has already gained the 
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} RESULTS OF PRAYER. 

in the past few months, there 
1 an increase in the number of 
es how. this orig, bding bed- 
prayed for healing, and was 
stely restored, and how that 
ing a note to pay, but no funds 
it, made supplication regard- 

teri exagt amount | 
Ps 4 ns fnost gloria _ results of prayer. He 

expected source. It is a|knows not §. 14 syebregardin the 
issue. The ¢ #3 Jan get. well or 
may die; but, through the act of 

r the man pic pe a. 

lorio at whether the ¢ 
vena ‘his heart will be 
calm and cheerful all the same, for he 

it pass from him, and he | will say, Itisall right; God has done 
0. prayed apight; but that fall thi “If there was power 
pressed to his lips. all the ager ngs Nath eden raised 
5 a man may pray aright for | a ¢hild from the dead, there is far 
's recovery’ ‘op id helghbor’s greater power in the prayer which 
or; but the child @es- and | can enable the parent, while laying 
ghbor is never brought to | his ¢ Aja Wie grate, id , Blesses 
A church may. forthe | be the name of the Lord. Elijah's| 
on of sinners in 1t8 neighbor- er brought rain upon the parched 
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Paul paged and prayed 

but the thorn in the was 
oved. Jesus prayed that the 
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I'l his mother has the headache. 
.| we should preach that boy’s sins are 

Pro up, Moy Ary, 
(from church influences. There are 

cocious, a little unatural, hardly 
healthy, 
But Jesus was once a boy. That 

is a very hard thing to understand ; 
but nevertheless it 18 true. The in- 
fant Jesus has often been pictured, 
and the grown man Jesus is present- 
ed to our eyes ; but it is hard to get 
an idea of the boy Jesus of ten 
vears old. We ought not to think of 
him asa little old man ; the doctrine 
of the Incarnation implies that every 
element which naturally belongs to 
healthy, genuine boyhood, hé possess- 
ed. If it is natural to the “ genuine” 
boy to like play, the hoy Jesus must 
have liked play. Whatever hilarity 

seeing in our own 
boys, that the boy Jesus must have 

d. And yet he was sinless. 
t follows then that sin is no essential 

part of genuine boy-nature. 
It is no more necessary that a boy 

should do wrong in order to be a gen- 
uine boy than that a man should do 
wrong in order to be a genuine man. 
If there was a boy Jesus, there may 
be boy-followers of ‘Jesus. 
was once a genuine boy, then one 
may become his follower without los- 
ing a single trait to make 
up a genuine, hearty healthy, perfect 

It is said that « wo lobo be boys.” 
But they need not be bad boys. There 
is not a single bad trait which is nec- 
essary. to the true ideal of healthy 
boyhood. A boy is no less a boy, 
because he wipes his feet when he 
omes into the house, or is thought- 

enough not to blow his horn when 
And 

just as bad for a boy as a man’s sins 
are for a man. A boy’s temptations 

are for a man. It is as much a boy’s 
duty to be faithful and just and kind 
on he playground, or at school, or 
at home, as it is a man’s duty to be 
just and honest and true in the count. 
ing room or in the senate hall. Tt is 

the boy Jesus as it is 8 man’s duty to 
imitate the man Jesus. A boy can 
and should repent of, and turn from, 
2boy’s sins as a man ean and should 
repant of, and turn from a man’s sins, | 

e shonld therefore preach to boys 
as we preach to men, and ‘should ex- 
vect boys to become Christians as we, 
expect men to become Chrtians. 

There is another point. As boys 
they are apt to drift away 

fewer men than women in our relig- 
ious assemblies, Let us aim then at 

If Jesus |i 

are no harder for a boy than a man’s {if 

just as much a boy’s duty to imitate |V’ 

down to the last ‘day and the last 
hour, ‘and look back we shall not re- 
rot if we can look back upon the 
ife spgut in striving to be just as 
gpod as possible. The better we are, 
the more like Jesus we become, the 
safer, the happier shall we be our. 
selves; the more useful to our gener- 
ation, the more shall we glorify our 
Fathet which is in heaven. 
May the Lord fill us with a high 

and boly ambition to be just as good 
as poss ble.— Christian - Companion. 

GATHERED HOME: 

back irom their e they were re- 
eeived in 1866 at the of Berlin, 
and aghoir stood above the ‘gates, 
and atthe first regiment advanced 
and cane to the gates, the choir in 

army came 

first nt in replied, fille 
over ories of their camdbicts an 

pte pe was full o 
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King! It will be 
music to music, ho- 
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» the jubilee, with unfadin 

nd| on their brows telling o 
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i a-glitter with shields won 
and adorned with 

injers o | that. were carried 
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to harp te heroism in which the con- 
querors won their. palms, and the 
church hat day will sit queen at the 
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.| sought to do eighteen hundred years 

they | ¢he dead.” 

any miracle necessitates the presence 
of divine power, and divine power 
can rdise a dead-man to life just as 
easily as restore a sick man to physi- 
cal soundness. But it seems that Le 
wants one wrought now so that Ae 
can sce it. He is not disposed to be- 
lieve that anybody except himself 
would be honest in a matter of this 
kind. Ah! Mr. Ingersoll, blessed 
are they that see not, and yet have 
believed ! Besides, were miracles 
wrought to-day, they would be de- 
nied or explained away just as it was 

ago. .The canon of revelation is 
complete, The number of the mira- 
cles is filled out. The Bible must 
be believed on the evidence already 
adduced; for “if they believe not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they believe though one rose from 

A NOVEL MODE OF SUING. 

Rev. Samuel Harriss was one of 
the early Baptist preachers of Vir- 
inia whose labors were remarkably 
lessed. The pungent truths were so 

enforced by the tender earnestness of 
his manner, that whole congregations 
were often ted to tears. The 
following good # is told of his 
settling a | Ity with a cross-grain- 

A man owed him a sum of money 
which he actually stood in need of to 
defray the expenses of his family. 
He went to the man and told him he 
would be very glad if he would dis- 
oha the debt he owed him. To 
which the man replied that he 
would not pay him the money. Har- 
riss said : 
“I want thé money to buy wheat 

for my family. You have a good 
crop by ‘you. I had rather have 
wheat than money.” 
The man answered, “I have other 

use for my wheat.” 
“How, then,” said Mr. Harris, “do 

you intend to me ?” 
you until 

» 

moraing, 
fair as the moon, clear as the san,and 
terrible aan army with banners.” — 

ape. 
L ABQUT IT. 

Men aréiaved by word and by ex- 
ample. O art nail, the other | 

This 
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you sue me,” the de tor. 

d 

«1 pever intend he Hoh 

do? Must 

haps a thousand souls will perish in 
the mean time for the want of hear- 
ing of Jesus. No, I willnot. What 
will you do for yourself? I will sue 
him at the court of heaven.” 
Having resolved what to do, he 

turned aside into a wood a fell upon 
his knees, and thus began his suit : 

end ‘a lawsuit? Per-| 

In our criminal courts, to the ene 
quiry, “Guilty, or not guilty?’ the 
accused prisoner sometimes pleads 
guilty to the crime with which he 
stands charged. We are informed 
that in ancient times, in bible lands, 
the plea was given in silence, symboli- 
cally. If an accused person wighed 
to plead guilty, he took in Lis hand a 
bruised reed ard some smoking flax, 
and stood silently before his accusers 
and his judge. If no mercy for him, 
the bruised reed was broken and the 
smoking flax quenched. 
contrary, for some reason mercy was 
to be extended to the guilty, the 
bruised read was not broken, and the 
smoking flax was not quenched. 
Does not this explain and give pecu- 
liar beauty to the passage in Isaiah 
xlii. 82—“A bruised reed shail He not 
break, and the smoking flax shall He 
not quench.” My soul, thon art ac- 
cused of sin? what dost thou say? 
Wilt thou deny it, or seek to excuse, 
or attempt to justify thyself? If so, 
out of thine own mouth thou shalt be 
judged and condemned. Byt,if thow 
sayest, “ Guilty;” «I have sinned; 
what shall [ do unto thee, O thou pre- 
server of men ? Job vii. 20. Why, 
lead guilty, take thy stand with 
raised and smoking flax, thus 

ac ing thy guilt ; and thén 
look up, and O, rejoice with exceed- 
ing joy, for He of whom Isaiah pro- 
phecies, whom the great Father hath 
gent into the world—“Jesus, the Son 
of God,” —will not break the bruised 
reed, will not quench the smoking flax. 
And why ? because there is mercy for 
thee, mercy abundant and free, mercy 
through the infinite merit of Jesus, 
merey to pardon all thy sins, and re- 
move thy guilt; and ¢believing,” 
He ‘bids. thee “rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.” 

Rev. J. E. CRACK NELL, 

AN UNDERSTANDING DOG. 

Out in Arkansas they have remark- 
able dogs. Capt. Pritchard of Little 

sa. world of. One day, when 
Capt. P.'went to Memphis accom- 
1 by Bruno, the two were some= 
ow separated. The master took 

the steamer home without Bruno. 
He mourned the loss of his dog al- 
most as much as if he had lost a 
child ; but that evening, as he sat in 
his room, there came a scratching at 
the door, and when it was opened 
Bruno walked in, wagging his tail 
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after a revival and all our energies 
should ‘be bent to resisting it, 
— The Methodist. 
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work of the confessional revealed the 
fact that nineteen out of every twenty 
woman who fall can trace the be- 
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