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" Ghl’lStlan ViBitOI', events to suit human ideas. It|tian often teems to us something pre-|in thdt direction. When we come little! Well, that puzzles us. For “QUILTY.”

will make us cheerful ‘and con-
tented under God’s own arrangement
of events. Paul’s prayer did not have

owér to rid him of the thorn ; but it

rought him grace to bear his trouble.
Jesus’ prayer did not make the cup
pass.from him ; but it made him sub- |
missive to the Father’s will that he
should drink the bitter draught.
What is prayer ? It.is asking some-
thing of God. But what is it to ask?
It is to acknowledge that we have no
claim. It is to.come to God saying

cocious, a little unatural, hardly
kealthy,

But Jesus was once a boy. That
is a very hard thing to understand ;
but nevertheless it 18 true. The in-
fant Jesus has often been pictured,
and the grown man Jesus is present-
ed toour eyes ; but it is hard'to get
an idea of the boy Jesus of ten
vears old. We ought not to think of
him asa little old man ; the doetrine
of the Incarnation implies that every
element which naturally belongs to
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down to the last ‘day and the last
hour, ‘and look back we shall not re-
Fret. if we can look back upon the
ife spgut in striving to be just as
gbood.as possible. The better we are,
the more like Jesus we become, the
safer, the happier shall we be our-
selves; the more useful to our gener-
atiou, the more shall we glorify our

May the Lord fill us with a high
ambition to be just as good
as poss ble.— C’hﬂ'ah‘my Companion.
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any miracle necessitates the presence
of divine power, and divine power
can rdise a dead-man to life just as
easily as restore a sick man to physi-
cal soundness. But it seems that Le
wants one wrought now so that /e
can sce it. Heis not disposed to be-
lieve that anybody except himself
would be honest in a matter of this
kind. Ah! Mr. Ingersoll, blessed
are they that see not, and yet have
believed ! Besides, were miracles
wrought to-day, they would be de-

}

haps a thousand souls will perish in
the mean'time for the want of hear-
ing of Jesus. No, I willnot. What
will you do for yourself? I will sue
him at the court of heaven.”
Having resolved what to do, he
turned aside into a wood a fell upon
' his knees, and thus began his suit :
“0, blessed Jesus, thou eternal
God, knowest that I need the money
that this man owes me, to supply the
want of my ‘family, but he will not
gty me without a lawsuit. Dear

esus, shall I quit, thy cause and
{leave the souls of men to perish ? or

-

f_'gl'ercy, open some other

. In’ this prayer he found such
tokens of divine acquaintance that, to
[ use his .own, words, Jesus said unto
him, “Harriss, keep on preaching,
and 1 will become gecurity for the

r, H. having the débt thus secur-
ed, thought it most proper to give
the debtor a discharge, Accordingly
€, shortly after, passing by to a
meeting, carried ,a receipt in fall to

‘the man’s house, and gave it to his
servant, desiring him to gi\'e it to s
nsaster,  On his return by the liouse

after tdeqm tgg man hailed him at

his gate .

“ﬁr. H., what did you mean by the
receipt. veu sent me this morning

r. H. replied, “I meant just what

I wrote,”

“Well, but T bave not
answered the debtor.

Harriss sdid, “True; and I know
also you said you never would, unless
the money came at the end of an
execution ; but, sir, I sued you in the

payed you,”

court of heaven, and Jesus has agreed
to pay me. I ave ‘tkerefore given

you a discharge.
This ogmd 8o qﬁectuallfy on the
cience, that in a few days
ared and sent to Mr. H. wheat
to discharge the debt.

CoxvirMaTION.—~In an artiolp on
«Confirmasion,” in Dr. W, Smith’s
! “Dictionar

recen of

€i'ow in spiritual grace

In our criminal courts, to the ene
quiry, “Guilty, or not guilty?’ the
accused prisoner sometimes pleads
guilty to the crime with which he
stands charged. We are informed
that in ancient timcs, in bible lands,
the plea was given in silence, symboli-
cally. If an accused person wighed
to plead guilty, he took in Lis hand &
bruised reed ard some smoking flax,
and stood silently before his accusers
and his judge. If no mercy for him,
the bruised reed was broken and the
smoking flax quenched.
contrary, for some reason mercy was
to be extended to the gnilty, the
bruised read was not broken, and the
smoking flax was not qguenched.
Does not this explain and give pecu-
liar beauty to the passage in Isaiah
xlii. 82—“A bruised reed shail He not
break, and the smoking flax shall He
not quench.” My soul, thon art ac-
cused of sin? what dost thou sayf
Wilt thou deny it, or seek to excuse,
or attempt to justify thysell? If so,
out of thine own mouth thou shalt be
judged and condemned. Byt,if thow
sayest, “ Guilty;” «I have sinned ;
what shall [ do unto thee, O thou pre-
server of men ? Job vii. 20. Why,
lead guilty, take thy stand with
ruised reeg and smoking flax, thus
ac ing thy guilt ; and thén
look up, and O, rejoice with exceed-
ing joy, for He of whom Isaiah pro-
phecies, whom the great Father hath
gent into the world—“Jesus, the Son
of God,”—will not break the bruised
reed, will not quench the smoking flax.
And why ? because there is mercy for
thee, mercy abundant and free, mercy
through the infinite merit of Jesus,
merey to pardon all thy sins, and re-
move thy guilt; and ¢believing,”
He 'bids. thee.“rejoice with joy un-
speakable and full of glory.”

Rev. J. E. CRACKNELL,

AN UNDERSBTANDING DOG.

Out in Arkansas they have remark-
able dogs. Capt. Pritchard of Little
s a. world of.  One day, when
Capt. P.'went to Memphis accom-
Eamed by Bruno, the two were some=

ow separated. The master took
the steamer home without Druno.
He mourned the loss of his dog al-
most as much as if he had lost &
child ; but that evening, as he sat in
his room, there came a scratching at
the door, and when it was opened
Bruno walked in, wagging his tail
with the most frantic and evident
‘efforts to wag it off. How Le got
home was anine-day’s wonder. Cap-
tain Pritchard saw a conductor of the
Memphis and Little Rock Railroad a
dayortwo after, who said : “ Did
your doi come home ?” “ Yes. What
do you know about it #” ¢ He rode
over from Memphis with me. That’s
all.” *«Who put him on the train?
I want to thank him.” « He got onm
himself, went into a passenger-car,
sat down, and ‘whenever the train
would stop at any station would
shrink bacg under the seats. He did
not try to get off at any station until
Little Rock was reached. When the
brakeman opened the door and shout-
ed ¢ Little Rock,’ out popped Bruno
and made straight for home.”

After the revival comes the need
of careful training of the converts.
It is more difficult now to do this
well than 1t used to be. Our daily
life is more full of distractions; the
world presses more constantly upon
the attention., Often, conversion is
only a sweet dream, remembered as
a momeng of exaltation and spiritual

joy. ‘The convert sticks to the church
'Leca he has promised, because he
beliéves the Bible ; but he does not

s gnd desires
nd habits. He needss iﬁ‘tual preach
ing. - He must be lifted—carried—by

oly foree 1o thetop of his best pos-
ﬁbiye -experience. But how often,
after long labor in extra meetings, a
languor falls on preacher and church!
This langor is the danger of the time

after a revival and all our energies
should 'be bent to
— The Methodist.

resisting it,~=
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o g enis inKing’s Coll
on, and endary of St. Paul’s
redral, says : “ Of what may be
odern Protestant idea of
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bishop of New York, in conversation
with a bishop of the Protestant Epis-
eopal charch, recently stated that the
work of the conlessional revealed the
fact that mineteen out of every twenty
woman who fall can trace the be-
ginning of their sad state to the mod-
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