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Pigitor Pulpit. with obstacles to the preaching of the
; gospel, and the more open and effect-
BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. ual was the door of utterance the
— more nunierous were the adversaries.
BY REV. C. H. SPURGEON. These brave men so wielded the

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and pr>ach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.”—Mark xvi. 15, 16.

Part I. In the preceeding verse
our Lord Jesus Christ gives us some
litule insight into the natural charac-
ter of the aposties whom he relected
to be the first ministers of the Word.
They were evidently men of like
and needed to be
On tbe oc-
casion when our Lord sent forth the
eleven to preach the gospel to every
“he appeared unto them as
they =at at meat, and upbraided them
with their unbelief and hardness of
heart, because they believed not them
which had seen him after he was
risen;” from which we may surely
gather that tc preach the Word, the
Lord was pleased to choose imperfect
men ; men, too, who of themselves
were very weak in the grace of faith
in which it was most important that
they should excel. Faith is the con-
quering grace, and is of all things
the main requisite in a preacher of
the Word ; and yet the honored men
who were chosen to be the leaders o
the divine crusade needed a rebuke
concerning their unbelief. Why was
this? Why, my brethren, because
the Lord has ordained evermore that
we should have this treasure in earth-
en vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God and not of us.
If you should find a perfect minister,
then might the praise and honor of
his usefulness accrue to man; but
God is frequently pleased to select for
eminent usefulness men evidently
honest and sincere, but who have
some manifest infirmity by which all
the glory is cast off from them and
laid upon himself, and upon himself
alone. Let it never be supposed that
we who are God’s ministers either
excuse our faults or pretend to per-
fection. We labor to walk in holi-
ness, but we cannot claim to be all
that we wish to be. Wedo not
base the claims of God’s truth upon
the spotlessness of our characters, but
upon the fact that it comes frem him.
You have believed in spite of our in-
firmities, and not because of our vir-
tues ; if, indeed, you had believed our
word, because of our supposed per-
fection, your faith would stand in the
excelleacy of man and not in the
power of God. We come unto you
often with much trembling, sorrow-
ing over our follies and weaknesses,
but we deliver to you God’s Word as
God’s Word, and we beseech you to
receive it not as coming from us poor,
sinful mortals, but as proceeding
from the Eternal. and Thrice Holy
God, and if you so receive it, and by
its own vital force are moved and
stirred up towards God and his ways,
then is the work of the Word sure
work, which it could not and would
not be if it rested in any way upon
man.

passions with us,
rebuked even as we do.

creature,

Our Lord having thus given us an
insight into the character of the per:
sons whom he has chosen to proclaim
his truth, then goes on to deliver to
the chosen champions their commis-
sion for the Hely War. I pray you
mark the words with solemn care.
ile sums up in a few words the whole
of their work, and at the same time
fortels the result of it, telling them
that some would doubtless believe
and so be saved, and some on the
other hand would net believe and
would certainly,therefore,be damned,
that is, condemned for ever te the
penalties of God’s wrath. The lines
eontaining the commission of our as-
cended Lord are certainly of the ut-
most importance, and demand de-
vout attention and implicit obedience,
not only from all who aspire te the
work of the ministry, but also from
all who hear the message of mercy.
A clear understanding of these words
18 abeolutely necessary to our success
in our Master’s work, for it we do
not understand the commission.it is
not at all likely that we shall dis-
chargs it aright. To alter these words
were more than importinenece, it
would involve the crime of treason
. against the authority of Christ aad
the best interests of the souls of men.
O for grace to be - very jealous here,

Where the apostles went they met

sword of the Spirit as to put to flight
Gll their foes; and this they did not

By oraft and guile, but by making a

direct cut at the error which imped-
ed them. Never did they dream for
a moment of adapting the gospel to
the unhallowed tastes or prejudices
of the people, but at once directly
and boldly they brought down with
botb their hands the mighuy sword of
the Spirit upon the crown of oppos-
ing error. This morning, in the name
of the Lord of Hosts, my Helper and
Detence, I shall attempt to do the
same; and if 1 should provoke some
hostility—if I should through speak-
ing . what I believe to be the truth
lose the friendship of some and stir
up the enemity of more, I cannot
nelp it. The burden of the Lord is
upon me, and I must deliver my soul.
I have been leath enough to under-
take the work, but I am forced to it
by an awful and overwhelming sense
of solemn duty. As I am soon to
appear before my Maker’s bar, I will
this day, if ever in my life, bear my
testimony for truth and run all risks.
I am content to be cast out as evil if
it must be so, but I cannot, I dare
not hold my peace. The Lord know-
eth that I have nothing in my heart
but the purest love to the souls of
those whom [ feel imperatively called
to rebuke sternly in the Lord’s name.
Among my hearers and readers, a
considerable number will censure if
not condemn me, but I cannot help
it. If I ferfeit your love for truth’s
sake I am grieved for you, but I can-
not, I dare not, do otherwise. It is
as much as my soul is worth to hold
my peace any longer, and whether
you approve or not I must speak out.
Did I ever court your approbation ?
It is sweet to everyene to be applaud-
ed; but if for the sake of the com-
forts of respectability and the smiles
of men any christian minister shall
keep back a part of his testimony,
his Master at the last shall require it
at his hands. This day, standing in
the immediate presence of God, I
shall speak honestly what I feel, as
the Holy Spirit shall enable me ; and
I shali leave the matter with you to
judge concerning it, as you will an-
swer for that judgment at the last
great day.

I find that the great error which
we have to contend with throughout
England (and it is growing more
and more), is one in direct opposition
to my text, well known to you as the
doctrine of baptismal regeneration.
We will confront this dogma with
the assertion, that ‘“baptism without
faith saves noomne.” The text says,
“He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved ;” baut whether a man
be baptized or no, it asserts that “he
that believeth not shall be damned ;”
80 that baptism does not save the
unbeliever, may, it does not in any
degree exempt him from the com-
mon doom of all the ungodly. He
may have baptism, or he may not
have baptism, but if he believeth not,
he shall be in any case most surely
damned. Let him be baptized by
immersion or sprinkling, in his in-
fancy, or in his aduit age, if he be
not led to put his trust in Jesus
Christ—if he remaineth an unbeliev-
er, then this terrible doom is pro-
nounced npon him—“He that believ-
eth not shall be damped.” I am not
aware that any Protestant church in
England teaches the doctrine of bap-
tismal regeneration except one, and
that happens to be the corporation
which with none too much humility
calls itself ¢tAe Church of England.
This very powerful sect does not
teach this doctrine merely through a
section of its ministers, who might
charitably be counsidered as evil
branches of the vine, but it openly,
boldly, and plainly declares this doc-
trine in her own appointed standard,
the Book of Common Prayer, and
that in words so express, that while
language is the channel of conveying
intelligible sense, no process short of
violent wrestling from their plain
meaning can ever make them say
anything else.

Here are the words; we ‘note
them: from the Csteohum which is
intended for the instruction of youth,
and is natorally very plain and nmple.

since it woald be foolish to u?nblo
the young with metaphysical -ﬁﬁne-
ments. The child is asked ite mme,
and then questioned, “Who gave you
this name ¥’ “My godfathers and my
godmothers in my baptism, wherein
I was made a member of(’ﬂlfht, the
child of God, and an inheritor of the
kingdom of heaven.” Is mot this
definite and plain?” T prize the
words for their candour; they could
not speak more plainly, Three times
over the thing is put, lest there.should
be any doubt in it. The wirod ‘“re-
generation” may, by some sort of
juggling, be made to mean something
else, but here there can be no mis-
understanding. The child is not only
made “a member of Christ”—union
to Jesus is no mean epiritual gift—
but he is made in baptism “the child
of God” also ; and, since the rale is,“if
children then heirs,” he is also made
“an inheritor of the kingdom of hea-
ven.” Nothing can be more. plain.
I venture to say that while honesty
remains on earth the meaning of
these words will not admit of dis-
pute. It is clear as noonday that, as
the Rubric hath it, “Fathers, mothers,
masters, and dames, are to cause
their children, servants, and appren-
tices,” no matter how idle, gxddy, or
wicked they may be, to learn the
Catechism, and to say that in bap-
tism they were made members of
Christ and children of God. The
form for the administration of this
baptism is scarcely less plain and
outspoken, seeing that thanks are ex-
pressly returned unto Almighty God,
because the person baptized is regen-
erate. “Then shall the priest say,
‘Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren,
that this child is regenerate and
grafted into the body of Christ’s
Church, let us give thanks unto Al-
mighty God for these benefits; and
with one accord make our prayers
unto him, that this chiid may lead
the rest of his life according to this
beginning.’ ” Nor is this all, for to
leave no mistake, we have the words
of the thanksgiving prescribed, “Then
shall the priest say, ‘We yield thee
hearty thanks, most merciful Father,
that it hath pleased thee to regene-
rate this infant with thy Holy Spirit,
to receive him for thine own child by
adoption, and to incorporate him in—
to thy holy Church.’”

This, then, is the clear and unmis-
takable teaching of & Church calling
itself Protestant. I am not now deal-
ing at all with the question. of infant
baptism: I have nothing to do with
that this morning. I am now consi-
dering the questions of baptismal re-
generation, whether in adults or in-
fants, or ascribed to sprinkling, pour-
ing, or immersion. Here is a Church
which teaches every Lord’s day in
the Sunday-school, and should, ac-
cording to the Rubric, teach openly
in the Church, all children that they
were made members of Christ, chil-
dren of God, and inheritors of the
kingdom of heaven when they were
baptized! Here is a professedly Pro-
testant Church, which, every time its
minister goes to the font, declares
that every person there regeiving
baptism is there and then ‘“regenerat-
ed and grafted into the body of
Christ’s Church.”

“But,” I hear many good peeple
exclaim, “there are many good clergy-
men in the Church who do not believe
in baptismal regeneration.” To this
my answer is prompt. Why then
do they belong to a Church which
teaches that doctrine in the plainest
terms? I am told that many in the
Church of England preach against
her own teaching. I know they do,
and herein I rejoice in their enlighten-
ment, but I question, gravely question
their morality. Teo, take oath that I
sincerely assent and consent to a doe-
trine which I do net believe, would
to my eonscience appear little short
of perjury, if not absolute downright
perjury, but those who do 80 must be
judged by their own Lord. For me
to take money for defending what I
do not believe—for me to take the |ter
money of a church, and then to preach
against what are most evidently its
doctrines—I say for mé to do this (I
judge others as I would &h’t they
should judge me) for me, or for. any
other simple, honest man to do so, | °Mee
were au atrocity so great, thatif I

had porpemt-edtbc dud, l should.

.....

I looked to see whu were yow ‘r»
ticles of faith; if I had not believed
them I should not have aooolud your
call; and when 1 change my opinions,
rest assured that as an honest man I
shall resign the office, for how  could
I profess one thing in your declara-
tion of faith, and quite another thing
in my own preaching? Would 1 ac-
cept your pay, and then stand up
every Sabbath day and talk against
the doctrines of your standards? For
clergymen to swear or say that they
give their solemn assent and cousent | @
to what they do net believe is one of | of
the grossest pieces of immorality per-
petrated in England, and is mest pes-
tilential in its influence, since it di-
rectly teaches men to lie whenever it
seems necessary to do so im order to
get a living or increase their suppos-
ed usefulness; it is in fact an open
testimony from priestly lips that at

least in ecclesiastical matters false- |

hood may express truth, and truth it-
self is a mere unimportant nonentity.
I know of nothing more calculated to
debauch the public mind than a want
of straightforwardness in ministers;
and when worldly men hear ministers
denouncing the very things which
their own Prayer Book teaches, they
imagine that words have no meaning
among ecclesiastics, and that vital
differences in religion are merely a
matter of tweedle-dee and tweedle-
dum, and that it does not much mat-
ter what a man does believe so long
as he is charitable towards other peo-
ple. If baptism does regenerate peo-
ple, let the fact be preached with a
trumpet tongue, and let no man be
ashamed of his belief in it.. If this
be really their creed, by all means let
them have full liberty for its propaga-
tion. My brethren, those are honest
Churchmen in this matter who, sub-
scribing to the Prayer Book, believe
in baptismal regeneration, and preach
it plainly. God forbid that we should
censure these who believe that bap-
tism saves the soul, because they ad-
here to a Church which teaches the
same doctrine. So far they are hon-
est men; and in England, wherever
else, let them never lack a full tolera-
tion. Let us oppose their teaching
by all Scriptural and intelligent means
but let us respeat their courage in
plainly giving us their views, I hate
their dobtrine, but I love their hon-
esty; and as they speak but what they
believe to be true, let them speak it
out, and the more clearly the better.

Qut with it, sirs, be it what it may,
but do let us know what you mean.

For my part, 1 love to stand foot to
foot with an henest foeman. To
open warfare, beld and true hearts
raise no objection but the ground of
quarrel; it is covert enmity which we
have most cause to fear, and best rea-
son to loathe. That crafty kindness
which inveigles me to sacrifice princi-
ple is the serpent in the grass—dead-
ly to the incautious wayfarer.
Where union and friendship are not
cemented by truth, they are an un-
hallewed confederacy. It is time
that there should be an end put to
the flirations of honest men with
these who believe one way and swear
another. If men believe baptism
works regeneration, let them say so,
but if they de not so believe it in
their hearts, and yet subscribe, and
yet more, get their livings by subscri-
bing to words asserting it, let them
find congenial asseciates among mcn
who can equivocate and shuffle, for

honest men will neither ask nor ac-

cept their friendship.
(To be Continued.)

One voice all over the land goes up

all out of breath and life at the least ex-
ertion. What can we do for them?”
The answer is simple and full of hope.
One to four weeks’ use of Hop Bitters | foc
will make them healthy, rosy, lorightly,
and cheerful.
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PHOTOGRAPHS or TINTYPES

from mothers, that says, “My daughters
are so feeble and sad, with no strength,
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COPYING and ENLARGI NG

In India Ink, Water Color and Ofl, in the moat
artistic style, and at the lowest prices.

agents wanted evorywhem terms for stamp.
Address all orders to

H. H. WOODWORTH,
43-3mo WOODSTOCK, N. B

NOVEMBER 1st, 1883.
Now Landing at Low‘Aer 30" 8lip, ex Schooner
“Avis,”

232 TOITS
Caledonia House Coal.

Warranted fresh mined and well screened.
Price 05 80 per C‘htldmn delivered from the

Vessel to any S:n of the City, or $6.00 if
delivered from

RILEY & MASTERS

OFFICE :—Corner 'yd.oy and Main
Streets, Ci
Brianch Office:—AtJ. i
Brussels Street, nearly o
Brush Factory.

12-27-1y

WALTHAM WATCHES.

HE subseriber be the onl uathorlud
t of the wﬂ‘mu( TOH €0. in

this Ci c&nul)ALLGRADl‘.SA.NDBTYLES
at the owest possible prices.

CLOCKS, WATCHES,JEWELRY,

E.Cc, Eo.

all ot the BEST MAKERS. For sale at as low
prices as at any establishment in the City.

New Goods Received Monthly.

New Mair Restorative alwa in Stock
juu D. O. ARLOCK,

REMOVAL

Plcase take Notice that I have Removed tojthe

BRICK STORE,

Cor. Main and Bridge Sts,

- [COLLINS’ CORNER, So-Called.]

's Groce:
to  Simuma’

-

Where with much better facilities for con-
Aucting my business, I will be pleased to see
all my old customers, and as many new ones
as favor me with a call. In addition to
my present business,

CUSTOM TAILORING

—AND~—

Cents’ Furnishing Goods,
I will add a Full Line of
Ladies’ and Gents', Misses’ and Children’s

Boots and Shoes,

In all the latest and best CANADIAN and
AMERICAN makes, and trust by striet atten-
tion to the wants of my patrons to mecit a
continuance of the liberal patronage extended
to me durlns the five years I have been in
business; and I wonld take this epportunity
to return my sincere thanks for the same.

C. B. PIDGEON,

Cor. Main and Bridge Sts., INDIANTOWN.

C.H.LEONARD,

Commission Merchant,

31 & 32 80. MARKET WHARF,
Saint John, N.!B.

THE LEADING MAGAZINE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.
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SEWING MAC

LIGHT

HINE

Rapidly taking the place of
other Machines whereve
intreduced.

200,000 Sold Yearl

Has more points of exceller
than all other Machines

combined, h
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NEW HOM
Sewing Machine Co.
30 UNION SQUARE, - - NEW Y(

WILLIAM CRAWEOE

No. 36 Charlotte Street,
SECOND DOOR FROM
Breeze’s Corner, ST. JOHN.

MONT. McDONALD

Barrister, Attorney-at-L

Solicitor, Etc. :
OFFICE:; T

No. I Barnhill’s Building, Princesgy .,
acaTEs §.
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