I oannot say,
Beneath the pressure of life’s cares to-day,
4 joy in these;
Butl can say
That I had rather walk this rugged way,
If him it please.

That all is well, when darkening clouds con-
ceal
The shining sun;
But then, I know
He lives and loves; and say, since it is so
Thy will be done.

In happy tones; the tear-drops on my cheek
Show I am sad:
But I can speak

Of grace to suffer with submission meek,
Until made glad.

I do not see
Why God should e’en permit some things to
be,
When he islove;
But.1 can see,
Tho’ often dimly through the mystery.
His hand above!

I do not know

“Where falls the seea that I have tried to sow
With greatest care;
But I shall know

The meaning of each waiting hour below,
Sometime, somewhere!

I do not look
Upon the present, nor in Nature'’s book,
To read my fate;
But I do look
For promised blessings in God’s Holy book;
And, I can wait.

I may not try
To keep the hot tears back—but hush that
sigh,
“ It might have been,”
And try to still
Each rising murmur, and to God’s sweet will
Respond, ¢ Amen!”
— Words of Life.

Yisitor Pulpit.

DINING WITH JESUS.

BY C. H. SPURGEON.

““Come and dine.”—John 21: 12.

That is better ; that is closer, near-
er, dearer and more substantial than
“Come and see;’ that may hc done
at a distance, though “come” seems
to invite us to make the distance, less.
But “Come and dine”—that implies
the same table, the same meat; ay,
and sometimes it means to sit side by
side and lean our heads upon the
Saviour’s bosom. Here is nearness
familiar and domestic—*“Come and
dine.” Understand that while we
are sinners, faith brings us into a just-
ified state by simply looking to Christ,
though the soul has had no enjoy-
ment of him; but after believing,
faith then assists us really to enjoy
Christ.

I know some of you are wishing
and expecting to enjoy Christ first,
and believe him afterwards. I would
correct your error. You must take
God’s mercies in their order ard sea-
son; and you will not find ¢ Come
and dine’” in the first chapter of John
—there it i8, “Come and see.” Be-
lieve Jesus first, and you shall feed
on him afterwards. Certain of you
seem to me to be content to believe
in Christ, and to say, “I am safe,”
without wishing to know the blessed
enjoyment which is found im him. It
should not be so. You are not to be
content with the first chapter of John,
but go on to the last, and be not sat-
isfied 8o long as there is a “yet” be-
yond. If you have seen Christ; if
you have touched Christ ; if you have
put your fingers into the print of the
nails, be not satisfied till you know
the meaning of the text, “Except a
man eat my flesh and drink my blood,
there is no life in him.” “Come and
dine,” then, implies greater enjoy-
ment than “Come and see.” “Come
and see,” gives peace, but “Come and
dine,” gives ecstasy, rapture—what
shall I call it? It gives heaven on
earth, for it gives Christ. “Come

and dine” must be experimentaily
understood before you cat read the
book of Solomon’s Songs with profit.

“Come and see” can read the evange-
lists; can read many of the epistles;
may wander delightfully through the
beok of Psalms; may enmrich itself
with Proverbs; but the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the garden
—that is, the book of Canticles—is
not to be eaten of except by those
who have heard the Master say,
I would to Ged
people were net
merely delivered from the chains of
gin and washed in  the Saviour’s
blood, but brought into the banquet-
ing house, where waves the banner
There is more
enjoyment, then, in the one‘than in

““Come and dime.”
that all the Lord’s

of redeeming love.

the other, and there is also

m
nearness. When I first believed ?
y.

Christ I felt a distance be'twoon/

. self and him, and 'the only nearness
that I could get was to lay my hand
upon his head and confess my sin ;

but I hope some of ua, or a fow
years of believing, know what it is
to sit at his feet with' ?, to lean
upon his bosom with Johf—aye, and
to say with the spouse, « Let Him
kiss me with the kisses of His mouth,
for His love is bétter than wine.” O
beloved, there is a nearness to Christ
which the worldling can only
langh at if he should hear us talk
of it. Read “ Rutherford’s Letters,”
and yon get a glimpse of what it is
to dine.with Christ. Turp to “Hawk-
er’s Morning and Evening Portions ;”
or even, if you will, wander amidst
the quaint rhymes and sweet poetry
of dear George Herbert; there you
have “ Come and dine ” carried out
in sweetest poesy. Oh, to get so close
to Christ, that you can sing with a
modern hymn writer :

‘80 near, s0 very near to God,
I cannot nearer be;

For in the person of his Son
I am as near as he!

¢ 83 dear, so very dear to God,
1 can not dearer to be;

The lJove wherewith he loves his Son
Such is his love for me!”’

This is a high attainment, but rest
not satisfied till you have gained it.

Yet, once more, “Come and dine”
gives us a wision of wunion with
Jesus, because the only meat that we
can eat when we dine with Christ is
himself. We do not provide the sup-
per. When he dined on that occa-
'sion with his disciples, Peter dragged
a net full of fishes out of the sea; but
(when they came to the shore they
found a fire ready kindled, and fish
' laid thereon, so that the fish they ate
did not come out of the sea by their
net, at any rate. Christ found the
fish and lit the fire and found the
bread, and then said, “Come and
dine.” Ah! and the fire that warms
our heart when we have fellowship
with him comes from himself, and
the flsh that we eat is his own, and
the wine that we drink tlows from
his .own heart. Oh, what union is
this! It is a depth that reason cannot
fathom, that we eat the flesh and
drink the blood of Christ. Here we
stand and look, and look, and look,
and though the water is as clear as
crystal, like the sea of glass before
the Throne of God, yet to the bottom
of it angelic ken can never reach.
Ope with Jesus—by eternal union
one. What does this mean believer

‘“One when he died; one when he rose;
One when he triumphed o’er his foes,
One when in heaven he took his seat,
And angels sang of hell’s defeat.”

Canst thou comprehend it ?

“This covenant stands secsure,
Though earth’s old columns bow;
The strong, the feeble, and the weak
Are one in Jesus now.”’

“Oh, sacred union, firm and strong,

How great the grace, how sweet the song,
That worms of earth should ever be

One with incarnate Deity!”

And yet it is 8o, and ho who has lis-
tened to the Saviour’s voice, “Come
and dine,” knows it to be so, and re-
joices therein.

In this, also, you find an invitation
to enjoy fellowship with the saints.
You are not to eat your morsel alone,
but in company. We sit down in
heaven with Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, at the marriage supper of the
Lamb, and no small part of the here-
atter bliss is connected with the fel-
lowship which exists amongst the
saints in glory. So also with our pre.
sent feasting on the fat tkings full of
marrow which Christ spreads before
his chosen ones. We enjoy the com-
pany as well as the feast,and find our
happiness angmented by the society
of kindred minds. The Supper of the
Lord is the table of communion, not
only with the Master, but also with
all who love him in sincerity and
truth. One of the surest ways of in-
troducing discord into the midst of a
church is for the minister to starve
the people. Hungry men are sure to
be quarrelsome, and, on the contrary,
to unite a flock in closest bonds of
love, let the minister say, “Come in
and dine;” and then put before them
the finest of the wheat, honey out of
the rock, and wine upon thelees well
refined. If you would have sweetest
fellowship. with each other, live on
Christ, enter into the banqueting
house, sit beneath the banner of love,
and you will find that sacred com-
mingling of spirit with spirit which
will prove that you are one in Jesu®
Chiist. Christians may differ on a
variety of points, they may not see
eye to eye on this thing and' on that,
but they have all one spmtull appe-

spirit to all who are like yourself,

we ocan all feed alihp the
life semt down fr heave

nearer to Christ, eat of hig flesh
and drink of his blood, and yom. will
find yourself linked morotl‘ more in

supported by the same héavenly man-
na We do not expect to see all
Christians agreeing, but we are sure
{hat one of the most likely p,lahs for
cultivating a brotherly spirit is to lis-
ten to Christ’s words, “Come and
dine.”

We can see, moreover in these
words, the foundation of the Chris-
tian’s growth and progress in spiritual
things. To see Christ is to begin the
Christian’s life, but to grow in; grace
we must “Come and dine.” The
early history of the first disciples is,
by no means, satisfactory. They
were, evidently, only babes in spirit-
ual things, How lhttle they seemed
to comprehend the Saviour’s mission;
He has to say, “Have I been so long
time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip?” They misnnder-
stood the nature of his kingdom, and
were continunally displaying a earnal
and selfish spirit. It is evident that
the early dawn of spiritual life is all
they had them received. They had
seen Jesus, they loved him and fol-
lowed him even unto trial and dis-
grace, but yet they were far from pos-
sesssing the Spirit of Christ. Now,
after they had reached this state of
living on Christ, they became new
men. It is no longer mere sight, but
an inward appropriation of Christ
Jesus by faith, and the consequences
are manifest; they are seen developing
themselves under the blessed out-
pouring of the Holy Ghost into work-
men that needed not to be ashamed.
They endured hardness as good sol-
diers of the cross. They fought a
good fight, and they finished their
course with joy. A higher order of
lifeis clearly theirs. They have risen
in the scale of x).iritual existence. A
clearer light shines around them, and
they have manifestly grown in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
long for your edification, we covet
for you the best gifts, and therefore
we say, “Come and dine.” Many
Christians remain stunted and dwarf-
ed in spiritual things, so as to present
the same appearance year after year.
No upspringing of thought or feeling
is manifest in them. They exist but
do not grow. The reason is evident,
but they are not taking of Christ, and
they neglect to appropriate to them- |
selves the blessing which he is wait-
ing to bestow.

Why should you rest content with
being in the tender green blade when
you can go on and reach the egr, and,
eventually, the full corn in fhe ear?
I would that all God’s servants were
more in earnest to develop t}'\at good
thing which has been implanted in
them by the Holy Ghost. It is all
very well'to keep other men’s vine-
yards, but you must not neglect your
own. Why should it ever be winter-
time in our hearts? We must have

harvest.

shine of his smiles.

yea, in every godly life.
it is to see men daily living on Christ,

the last few weeks. It robs a death-

was about to be taken from

of holiness a few years here on earth.

anything, but it would be a m

gladden our eyes with some

tite, and if we cannot all feel alike,

Beloved, we:

our seed-time, it is true, but oh, for a
spring time—yea, a summer season,
which shall give promise of an early
Now, if you would ripen in
grace you must live near Christ—in
his presence—basking in the sun-
You must hold
sweet communion with him. You
must leave the distant view of His
face and ¢ome near, as did John, and
pillow your head on his breast. Then
you will find yourself advancing in
boliness, in love, in faith, in hope—
What a joy

You may watch them grow, as you
have watched the flowers and the
trees in the gardens expanding under
the genial showers and sunshine of

of its terrors to see the aged Christian
rapidly preparing for glory, but I
would rather the man grew befom hq
80
that we might be the better for his
expanded graces,and enjoy his beauty

We do not grudge the saints in glory
to
us if Christians would try and get as
much of perfecticn and maturity as
possible a few years sooner, so a8 to

blossoms, as well as the sombre green
blades. It is ali very well, the fresh
verdare in early spring, but M

the songh of the reaj
ofi#harvest home.” The ¢
is a goodly and ﬁgu t
as the field waves in ﬂu autumn
breeze. . Bo, alsa, I like to/nark  ma-
turity in Christ’s fields, as well as in
the earthly ones. It is a ous
sigt; an experienced . saint; a man
who has been much, with.. Jesus, and
learned of him ; who has caught the
Master’s Spirit, and reﬁecto it brightly
te all around. 4§

We notice one more thou_g&:t., and
then must conclude:

Here is preparation, for _service.
“Come and dine”’ says the Master; but
before the feast is coneluded, he says
to Peter, “Feed my lambs;” and
agam “Feed my sheep;” further add-
ing, “Follow me.”  All the strength
supplied by Christ is for seryice, and
for use in his vineyard, When, the
prophet Elijah found the cake baked
on the coals, and the cruise,of water
placed at his head as he lay under the
juniper tree, he had a commission to
go forty days and forty nights on the
strength of it, journeyingtoward Ho-
reb, the mount of God.  So also with
us. We eat 8o as to he able to expend
our strength in the Master’s service.

our paschal lamb with loins girt, and
with our staff in our hands, so as 1o
start oft at once when we have satis-
fied our spirits. - Some' Christiaus are
for living on Christ, but are not so
anxious to live for Christ. Now, I
rejoice to know that I can spend.and
be spent for the Lord, and I find in
that labor for Chifst, that “it is more
blessed to give than to receives” : I
never feel so like to the Master as
when I go abeut trying 'to do good.
Heaven is the place where saints:
feast most and work most.. They sit
down at the table of our Lord, and
they serve him dav and night in his
temple. They eat of heavenly food'
and render perfect service. Now,
earth should be a preparation for
heaven: come and dine, and then go
and labor. Freely ye receive, freely
! give; gather up the fragments of your
feast, and go and carry it to. Lazarus
at the gate; yea, rather. carry the
loaves and fishes to others, as did the
disciples, when the Lord had multi-
plied their little store, to satisfy the
thousands who were famishing for
want of food,

We have yet to learn more con-
| cerning the design of our Lord in
! giving us/his grace.” We are not to
’hold the precious grains of truth like
2 mummy does the wheat, for ages,
without giving it a chance of grow-
ing. No, feed yourself, and then
forth and bid others come and eat
and drink ; go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them to come
in, that there may be many more re-
\Joicing with you in the light and life
yof Christ. Wby dges the Lord seud
down the rain upon the thirsty earth,
and give the sunshine - and the genial
refreshing breeze ? Isit not that these
may all help the fruits of the earth to
yield food for man and beastr Even
36 the Lord calls us into en]oyment.
and feasting, that we may 7 afterwards
go out to labor and service. My dear
hearers, I ever seek to see you frait.

who provides for us all tinngs nohly
to enjoy. You are aware that herem
is our Father glonﬁed ; if we bnng
forth much fruit, so shall we be hu
disciples. Eat thea; spare not, yon

consume, but when you have ea(.en of
and tell of it to sinners round that
price.” “You are topreao tho gospe
to every oreat.nre—-proclaxm the g
news of wgter from the nook Ct;mt
the world's wxldemeas, 8o that n}l

feas| Bid the prodl to leave
the lmlh vhxcﬁ the swine do eat, and

cease till _you can no

We come to the passover, and eat of |

ful in all good works, to ‘do his will |

are welcome to as much as y9u can |
the fat, q,nd drusk of the sweet, go |

the}stsrmng];nay come and find “wme -
and :mlk mghout monex and wl;t.hont. { .

Jesus, : which flows in_the xmdst of {

may‘ dnnk gnd hvo., Tell of t.hq :
finest of the wheat on whieh you haye

return to the Father's house, there to|
eat of the fatted calf, and feut at the |

parentll board. Tell him_ thm is} ™
room in the Suvmur’l heart, and n«vor3 Fus

longer tpe;k.’f”'

r house, with-

s, and yet allow
wmwwmwmn-
ble, I do not say for the entire loss
of that soul, but at least for not awak-
ing him. There is need for this les-
sofi.' ;A contrary doctrine has been
making way, and especially in edu-
oiﬁd"MMe Tmﬂ'u
dootriné ‘of reticence in spiritusl
things. It 'is supposed that in pro
portion a8 men are educated, theybe-
come silent and secret from all their
fellows in their whole religious ex:
perieneé, ‘It is hinted that it would
be searcely less than a breach of polite-
ness and religious propriety to men-
tion the souly the Saviour, the Godof
salvation. It seems to me thatif that
theory be true, when human perfec-
tion is ‘reached here: or in. heaveny
God might as well'not be, for He will
never be named .aghin. - So you see
the ideal heaven of those men would
come to; be exactly what. our fallen
and miserable state now is—a state of
estrangement from God, and of cold
and selfish  isolation, even. from ome
another.—2Dr. Raleigh.

BY THEIR WORKS.

As Christ was the Bread of Life;
se are his Apostles and ministers t.hge
breakers and dlspensers of that
Bread. They can give no such proof | ¥
that they wield an Apostolic ministry
as when they feed men’s sounls. If
they are true Apostles, not by man
but by the Holy Ghost, if they have
the divine commission that cometh
from above, if throygh them as chosen
instruments, the Divine Spirit exer-
cises its dominion in the souls of men,,
they will see repeated around them
the mu‘acle of feeding the great mu]-
uwde. Their words may be, indeed,
no more than five barley loaves and.
twe small fishes, yet if vivified and
distributed by the Holy Spirit, they
will suffice often to feed five thou-
sand, and still none be sent empty
away. To feed and nourish the
spiritual life is, then, the great end
for which the ministry is instituted;
and the ministry which does not fulfil
this end, must be regarded as a .fail-
ure.—Prof. Diman.

LYMAN BEECHER'S ILLUSTRATION.

“Young gentlemen,” said Dr.
Beecher, pausing in the midst of a
leéture en the Divine Decrees, and
raising his' spectacles over his fore-
Lead in a way he had wheén some ex-
temporaneous - thought struck him.
“Theology is a mighty deep. ' It has
its ealms and its storms, its joys and
its dangers. Many and weak souls
some strong ones are wrecked because
they venture too far without taking
the proper hearings. I go out my-
self, sometimes, but I try to be eare-
fal. I walk along the ghores and piek
outsome sturdy old stump of a doe-
trine, which has stood there firmly
for thousands of years and never
pulled out. I make fast to that, and
so, when I miss my footing I haul on
the line. I don’t'know where I am,
but I know where thatstump is. I
semod t.hut point before I atarted.”
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REMOVAL

‘Please take Notice that l have Removed to}

BRICK STORE,

. . 2 F g .
or. Main and Bridge
[COLLINS' CORNER, So-Called.)
Where with much better facilities for o
ting my business, I will be pleased to
a I'my old customers and as many new on

as will tuog me & eall. In addition
my present nesa,

CUSTOM TAILORIN

—~AND- -

QGents’ Furnishing Goods
I will add a Full Line of
'Ladies’ and Gents’, Misses” and Children's

Boots and Shoes

In all the latest and best CANADIAN 3
AMERICAN makes, and trust by strict atie
tion to the wants of my patrons to merit
continuance of the lAbeml patronage extend
{0 me, dnﬂns the ears I have been
business; and I would, tal;o this opportuni
to return my sincere thanks for the same.

C. B. PIDGEO

Cor. Main and Bridge Sts., INDIANTOWN.
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A little night and morning will soon bres
them up.

For DYNPEPSIA,
It gives itdmediate relief,

For X “GULAB”IBS
BOWEL

I\othlng can be fonnd“to excell as lt cause
nogriping nor pain. i

For ASTHMA AND PALPITATIO
OF THE HEART,

One awallow gives insta.nt relief.

SICK IIEADAOIII STOMACII AN
PIN WOR

Yieid at once.

1t s in fact an invigorator of the whole sys
tem whereby a r ar and healthy circula
tion is maintain

It has been well tested dlready, and will d
all that we represent it to do.

Price only bu eents per: bottle.

Sold everywhere.

T.. B. Barker, R. W. McCarthy, Wholesal
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