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(Continued [from first page.) 

But there are a few things even 
among the chaff of the doctor’s letters 
which it may be well to refer to. He 
tells us that although he knew noth- 
ing of the proposal to establish a 
chair of education at Acadia till the 
time of the Convention, yet “others 
had for months been carefully consid- 
ering the whole subject.” Exactly. 
That is one of the things we complain 
of. Certain interested parties knew 
all about it for months before hand. 

Private meetings of the board of gov- 
ernors were held during the Conven- 
tion, and at one of these meetings, 
“after a full discussion a resolution 
was passed requesting the senate to 
nominate a professor to fill the chair 
in question.” And yet while all this 
was going on the friends and sup- 
porters of the institution were kept 
in profound ignorance of the whole 
thing. If that is not wire pulling 
and jobbery, if it is not doing things 
“in a dark corner,” then I fail to 

understand the true meaning of these 
terms. But it would be interesting 
to know who some of these “others” 
were that “had for months been care- 
fully considering the whole subject.” 

Will Dr. Saunders please enlighten 
us? Will he deny that Dr. Rand 
was one of them, that he was the first 

to carefully consider it, that he had 
interviewed prominent Baptists about 
it, and that he and he alone, engi- 

neercd the measure through its first 
stages ? Will he deny, too, that Dr. 

Sawyer approved of the move only 
after it wss represented to him that 
friends of Dr. Rand were ready to 
come forward and endow the chair 

and that Dalhousie was about estab- 
lishing such a chair and wanted Dr. 
Rand to fill it,and that Dr. Sawyer has 
since acknowledged that he was de- 
ceived on both these points ? I chal- 
lenge Dr. Saunders or any other man 
to give affirmative answers to any of 
these questions. 

But it is “the wise and far reaching 
policy of Dalhousie college” which 
has largely influenced our governors 

in their recent action. Let us brief- 
ly examine this “wise and far reach- 
ing” policy and see how far it ought 
to have influenced them in the altered 
circumstances of the case. The 
policy of Dalhousie for several years 
past has been simply to appoint pro- 
fessors as fast as George Munroe en- 

dowed chairs, and in no case has an 

appointment been made till ample 
provision had been made for it. Be- 
cause Dalhousie with the arts course 
amply provided for, and with a mil 

lionare at its back, apppoints profes- 
sors to new chairs after they are ful- 
ly endowed, is that any reason why 
Acadia, in debt, with an income less 

than the expenditure, and still want- 
ing important additions to the regu- 
lar arts department, should have a 
professor of didactics at a larger sal- 
ary than the older professors are re- 
ceiving, and without anyone being 
able to tell where under the sun the sal- 
ary is to come from ? Away with such 
rubbish! I would be sorry to believe 

that Dr. Sawyer was influenced in the 
least degree by what he has seen in 

connection with Dalhousie college. 
Dr. Saunders next informs us that 
this question of education as a uni- 
versity subject “has engaged the 
talents of the most distiuguished ed- 
ucationists, both of England and 
America.” They have been discuss- 
ing it, he tells us, “for fifty years.” 

And with what results ? Not one arts 
college in ail England has a professor 
of the principles and practice of edu- 
cation. Neither at Oxford nor Cam- 
bridge, nor in any other arts college 
in England, is there a professor of 
didactics, or pedagogics, or the prin- 
ciples or practice of education, or 
whatever the chair may be called. 
If, therefore, “the most distinguished 
educationists © of England,” have 
considered and discussed the thing 
“for fifty years” without yet having 
such chairs, it would seem to me a 
pretty conclusive argument that they 
are not needed in all arts colleges. I 
have myself taken the trouble to. 
obtain information from ome of the 
most distinguished educationists of 
America, and 1am informed that 

there is only one arts college in the 
United States having such a professor 
viz., Michigan State University at 

Ba AT and that there as well as at 
the Scotch universities, the subject is | 

a smail proportion take it. A late 
calendar of the Edinburgh university 
is before me, Three pages of it are 
taken up with a synopsis of the work 
done by the professor of the ‘Theory, 
History and Practice of Education.’ 
The first division treats of the ‘phil 

osophy of education,” and is chiefly 
psychelogical, a large part of which 
is already taught at Acadia by Presi- 
dent Sawyer. The second division 
of these lectures treats of the ‘me. 
thods and arts of education,” embrac- 
ing, among other things, lectures on 

such subjects as ‘Kindergarten 

schools, primary schools, school 
books, apparatus,” &c., and a note at 
the end states—‘Arrangements will 
be made for the visitation of schools.’ 
The third section treats of the ‘His-|r® 
tory of Education'—education in 
China, education among the Hindu 
races,’ &c., dc. There is not a word 

in the entire synospis about ‘the cor- 
relation of the functions of the 

JSaculties’ This course seems to be 
arranged especially for teachers. It 
does not form part of the prescribed 
arts course, and hitherto our Gilchrist 
Scholarship men and other Canadian 
students while at Edinburgh have en- 
tirely ignored it. Did space permit 
I would like to give a few facts in 
this cennection in reference to the 
universities of continental Europe. 
At present, however, it will be suffi- 
cient to state that Berlin university, 
with 5,000 students and over 200 
professors, has no man deveted ex- 
clusively to this subject. There, two 
professors of philosophy lecture oc- 
casionally on ‘pedagogics’ and the 
‘history of the German educational 

system,” but there too the lectures 
are optional. 

Let me just here enter my empha- 
tic protest against the manner in 
which the defenders of this measure 
have sought to shirk responsibility of 

their actien by making scape-goats 
of the president and faculty of the 
college. If the move be a wise one, 
why not defend it on its own merits, 
apart from the character and position 
of its supporters or opponents? No 
man is infallible. The best of men 
are sometimes liable to err in judg- 
ment. The man who has no better 

defence to make when accused of 
wrong-doing in a court of law, than 
to plead the respectability ef ‘his an- 
cestors, will not succeed in convine- 

ing an intelligent jury of his inno- 
cence. Neither is it possible to de- 
fend a weak camse by personal argu- 
ment alone. 

The rev. doctor has used a good 
deal of ink in describing the functions 
of the faculty—fellows and scholars, 

and he sees a strong argument in 
favor of the chair in the fact that a 
vote passed the senate, consisting of 
these three bodies, without anyone 
opposing it. Why, what are the facts? 
There are in all six fellows and twelve 

scholars, but when this vote was 

taken there were present only three 

of the former and three of the latter 
—six in all, out of a total of eighteen. 
But the faculty were present, and 
while some of them approved of it, 
others did not oppose it. That is 
true; but what position were they in? 
The board of governors had already 
decided to establish such a chair, 
Dr. Saunders himself tells us this: 
“After a full discussion a resolution 
was passed requesting the senate to 
nominate a professor to fill the chair.” 
That was at a meeting of the board 
held in Halifax during Convention. 
How was it possible then for the 
professors to oppose and thwart the 

wish of the governors when the 
matter was 80 near a consummation ? 

The only thing possible at such a 

stage was to keep quiet, which, I 
believe, most of them did; and itis 
unfair and unjust in the defender of 
this step, knowing that the professors 
are in a position where they do not 
care to reply, to place them in a false 
position before the world, as I Znow 
Dr. Saunders’ last letter does place 
several of them. As one of the 
“others” whom Dr. 8. attempts to 
criticise I have felt it due to myself 
to make this reply, in erder to show 
the learned gentleman that there are 
others besides “correspondents anony- 
mous and oth ”’ who are “whole- 
sale dealers in whims and fancies.” 

F, Axprews, 
Halifax, Nov. 10. 7 
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OUR CRITICS “ ASTRAY.” 

When the late Superintendent of 
Education resigned, the question of 
his successor in office was canvassed. 
It was generally conceded that if 
Principal Crockett was anjapplicant 
his elaims were first. When it was 
found that he had not applied many 
of the friends of education who be- 
lieve that the office should be filled 

from the teaching profession con- 
sidered that Inspector Oakes has the 
next best claim, both as to scholar- 

ship, experience, knowledge of school 
systems in Kurope and America, and 
the enthusiasm and success that has 
characterized all his school work. 
To this application there came at 
once from certain quarters the objec- 
tion that he was a Baptist.and that 
Dr. Rand being of that denomination 

there should be a change. One 
journal made a claim that the ap- 
pointee should be a graduate of the 
N. B. University. Mr. Oakes is a 
graduate of Acadia. The Visitor 
took the ground-—and maintains it— 
that Baptiste have so little recognition 
in offices of trust and emelument 
under the government that Mr. 
Oakes’ denominational affiliations 

should constitute no bar to his ap- 
pointment. The Visitor urged his 

claims on the score of special adapta- 
tion for the position, and not simply 
because he was a Baptist. Can the 
editor of the Wesleyan and some 
others who lecture us from a lofty 
eminence see the point? For the 
special information of that journal 

we may say that we have signed 
several requisitions for the appoint- 

ment of prominent Methodists to 
posts of honor, among them one for 
one of the gentlemen he names, be- 
cause we believe they were well 
qualified for the discharge of the 
duties of the several offices. We ex- 
pect to sign other requisitions from 
the same source, and shall do it as 
cheerfully as we have the former. 
One thing, however, we are not pre- 
pared to admit that appointments are 
always made as they should be, sim- 

ply on the merits of the applicants, 
There is often a good deal of pushing 
of claims so as to influence decisions 
and appointments. Now, not to 
make any “insinuations,” we. don’t 
believe that the talent of the Metho- 
dist body, either native or acquired, 
is 80 much above that of other bodies 
as to send the appointment begging 
first to one Methodist and then to 
another, as has been done. It looks 
like a little pressure somewhere. 
The Wesleyan speaks of Roman 

Catholicos having claims numerically 
twice as strong as Baptists. We 
wish to say here we have no sym. 
pathy with a feeling that frequently 

Roman Catholics must be kept well 
in check. We believe in equal rights, 
wad are willy 9 nah Jl lew 
suljeota in thus and with dels sad 

- | contrary notwithstanding. 

shall on this matter. + 
Catholics have rights, and they h 
not been any more persistent jin y urg- 
ing them than some © of our 
people. We believe in an honorable 

of magnanimity in its columns to the 
Facts 

are stubborn things, and we reiterate 
that members of that communion are 
now so largely represented in govern- 

way of coming te the front that is 

abundance of the former. 

basis, the success lies. 
The News has an editorial written, 

birds fly! The News says :— 

tleman, not a Reasat be appoin 
succeed 

tist. 

them, with first clains outside of Mr. 
Crockett, the position has been offer- 

ed to two members of the Methodist 

members of the body. We only 

desire a fair deal in this matter, and 
we believe a majority of the Execu- 
tive are disposed to act fairly. We 
want no Baptist simply as such; but 
we demand that a Baptist be not 
passed over because the former in- 
ecumbent was of that faith, and because 

position and persistently presses it. 
We say again let the appointment be 
made from the teaching profession, 
let it be given the best man, and let 
his denominationalism be no bar; and 
further, don’t belittle the office by 
handing it round to gentlemen that 

don’t want it in an effort to meet the 

it for a given faith. 

THE EDUCATION CHAIR. 

professor. 

receipt of anonymous letters on the 

issue Mr. 

in the necessity for a meeting of the 

the occupation of the chair by Dr. 

faculty itself. Of one thing we 

object in view, viz. the 

claims of its ropes, RY) late blast 

ment offices as to show ome of two 
things : — First, they “have either 
better brains and culture demanding 
recognition ; or, second, they have a 

quite successful without any super- 
We leave 

the Wesleyan to decide on which 

we suppose, by a member of its staff, 
whose denominational affiliations are 
the same as the Wesleyan's, in which 
it uses the term “nonsensical” as 
characteristic of Baptist pretensions. 
In this it emulates the Wesleyan, 
who calls the VisiTor articles * the 
height of folly.” How high these 

Nor will the Baptists now have the 
least right to complain should some - 

Dr. Rand, unless they have fired 
son to believe that some well-qualified 
Baptist desiring the situation has been 
passed over merely because be is a Bap- 

That is just the case, gentlemen. 
With Mr. Oakes’ application before 

body in succession, and the claims of 
a third are being urged by prominent 

another denomination desires the 

wishes of those who desire to secure 

WE again this week give a large 

portion of our space to the discussion 
of the.new chair of education and its 

Our apology is that infla- 

ential brethren on both sides desire 
this matter ventilated. We are in. 

subject, but prefer to adhere to our 
purpose to only let those have space 
who have the courage of their con- 
victions and fight unmasked. In this 

Andrews replies to Dr. 

Saunders and Dr. 8. proceeds with 
his series of letters. The end is not 
yet, but we wish it was, and our faith 

college authorities strengthens. At 
present, if we are correctly informed, 

Rand and the effort to enter upon 
the work assigned to him will meet 
with more or less opposition in the 

sure, that the difficulty is only gaining 
strength by delay, and the separation 
among the supporters of the college 
becoming wider. In fact the matter 
is assuming serious proportiens in the 
line of college support. Gentlemen 
and christians who have the one 

possible advantage to Acadia College, 
ought to be able to harmonize their 
differences. Our Nova Scotia con~ 
Frere is a governor and committed to 
the action of the board. We would 
be glad to do all we can in the inter- 
ests of harmony, but we must say 
that we do not believe in the policy 
of driving this matter through when | 
TA I Sr 

crops out in certain quarters that|e 

form 80 a8 to meet reasonable o 
sition, and that opponents will fran 
ly and honorably meet their owe 
and seek for a united action. If the 
whole matter caunet “be adjusted 
now, at least let there be a meeting 
and adjust the matter in some way 
for the balance of the college year. 
Those who think the work can go on 
in the new chair until next Conven- 
tion will find, we are persuaded, 
that they have reckoned wrongly,| 
and only given the storm increased 
momentum, 

. ~~ 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Tae Rev. L. B. Gates has removed 

Tae outside of the Baptist church 
in Lunenburgh is completed. 

Tar Foreign Missionary Board 
needs money to supply the Telugus 
with the Bible. 

A LARGE AMOUNT of matter. is 
crowded out this week by College 
Correspondence. 

Tae Rev. T. R. Skinner recently 
received three members into the 
River Herbert Baptist, church, one by 
baptism and two by letter. 

f 
A. N. ArcHIBALD, Secretary of the 

B. A. B. and T. Society, is still in a 
very critical state of health. Many 
prayers are offered for his recovery. 

Services commemorating the 
400th anniversary of Luther’s birth 
were held in the Brunswick Street 
Methodist church Halifax on Monday 

12th inst. 

WE regret to learn of the death 

editor of the Zimes. We tender our 

sincere sympathy te our brother in 

his sore affliction. 

Tax Rev. H.H. Jobnson is enjoying 

a revival of religion in the coloured 
Baptist church “in Halifax. The 
coloured Baptists keep up the good 
old time quarterly meétings. 

- Tae Kings County Baptist Minis- 
ters’ Conference met on the 6th inst., 

at Kingston. The Revs. David Free- 
man and Dr. Armstrong read papers. 
The next meeting will be held on the 
first Monday in December, at Ber- 
wick. The Rev. F. Beattie will preach 
on the occasion. 

Don’t forget the general meeting 
of the N. B. Baptist Education Soci- 
ety. The question of the adoption 
of the basis of union with the Free 
Christian Baptist body is‘to be con- 
sidered. All regular Baptist minis 
ters in the Province and all contri- 
butors of one dollar and upwards are 
entitled to participate in the meeting 
— vote. 

Kv iniviion of the Ritualistic 
type connected with th§ Episcopal 
church are holding services in Hali- 
fax. They preach the doctrines of 
confessing to priests and of priestly 
absolution. The Bishop, in public, 
lightly censured some of the rectors 

are | for refusing to co-operate with these 
travelling fathers. Strong feelings 
have been called out among the Epis- 
copalians, and the newspapers have 
been called into service to help for- 
ward the discussion. If Episcopalians 
will carefully read their prayer-book 
they will find that it teaches baptismal 

ration, the conveyance of the 

Holy Spirit by the laying on of priest- 
ly hands, auricular confession and the 
doctrine of priestly absolution. A 
revised prayer-book ought to precede 
the opposition to these High Church 
Evangelists. 

Tax Baptist Year Book is at haod 
from the office of the Christian Mes- 
senger,—a snug book of 164 

Pp! blog alee Sn 

‘Master Hall at Toronto, Acadiy 

| these columns, and we shall no 4, 

- |Boox Room where this volume 

of Mrs. H. T. Stevens, wife of the| 

found to that questien. The a 

ora 

sociations; ‘also the a of th 
B. Eastern, and the P. E, I, 5, 
tions. Tn addition there ap, 
devoted to statistics of the By 

~|in these Provinces and Canady, 
the world; to the Periodic), 
Literature; and the lists of ¢), 
dained ministers and Livia 
The Book is illustrated with er 
ings of the President of Conyers 
John, March, Esq, of ‘this city; 

lege, and the map of the Ty 
Mission Field. Every page is 
with interesting matter; and no R 
tist family should be without i, 
statistics have previously appears 

refer to its pages during the year, 
the second page of the cover is 
directory of the next convention 
the seven Associations. On last 
of book is the notice of the Vis 

now for sale to the churches 
public. Price ten (10)" cents, 

For the Visitor. 
HOW I STUDY THE BIBLE. 

mm 

Neo. 12. 

As the Bible is like no other be 

In reading the account of the fl 

with the eyes of my imaginatic 
endeavor to carefully examine all 
scenes, and with the eyes of my sp 
ual understanding I endeavor to 
cern the truths lying beneath 
literal story. 

The 120 years given to the w 
for the last opportunity to referm 

drawing to a close. The old an 
luvian patriarch receives orders fd 
marine structure, its form and fash 
are conceptions of the Divine m 

God was the architect, Noah was 
builder. He received the plan 

specifications. They are of the pl 

est and simplest character. The 

is a huge box about 450 feet long 
feet wide and 45 feet high. 

specifications include the kind of w 

to be used, the number of its dé 

and its arrangement in compartme 

I see the axemen felling the trees 

shaping the timbers. I hear 
sound of the axes amd hammers 

ployed in its construction. Thec 

of every falling tree, the resound 

of every blow struck proclaim 

judgments of God on a doomed Wo 

The conduct of the people at 
time is known, Outwardly they? 

merry and heedless, but what 

their inner state? Was there nodr 

Were there ne forebodings’ D 

and animals by their instincts ap 

hend the coming of ordinary stor 

and were there ne oppressive int 

tioms of impending destruction in 

hearts of the millions who were 

stroyed by the flood ? Ne answe 

completed. I seé the processio 
birds, animals and other creature 

tering it. The stalls or cells aré 

filled. At length Nosh and his fa 
go in and the door is ak 

closed that door? The world's 53 

in His pre-existent state was N 
porter en that occasion. The ’ 
shut the deor. Thousands of J 

after that with girded loins He 8 

od and washed and wiped the fe 
Galilean fishermen. The fountsi 
the abyss and the windows of He 

are opened. The rains pour 
and the waters come up. The 

| fall stant for b 

it should be read as no other hoof th 
read. The understanding of an Ji tb 
inspired volume is quite differ of 
from the understanding of the inspifll le 
volume. All the means empioyedill T 
examining the productions of a mf £ 
mind are necessary in the search mfill is 
for the mind of the spirit; but t 
are not sufficient, The natural J t! 
can not discern the things of Jl » 
spirit, for they ritually discdil 4 
ed. Wisdom from above is necossfill b 
to the understanding of revealed Jill * 
ligien. * Eye (the natural eye) hii © 
not seen ; ear (the natural ear) hill ° 
not heard ; neither hath entered fl © 
the heart of man (the natural mii 3 
the things which God hath prepa « 
for them that love him ; but God hill 
revealed them into us by his spi ] 
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