| had shat the door.
| scription of the millions of men, ani-

* he must emdure at the hands of his
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sions of the surface of the round

urth. 1f the earth should expand so
w make its surface even,
1o waters in its great basine being
L aalized would cover its entire sur-

0. 1t was only necessary for God
.. command the earth to swell into
fect roundness and the result
~ould be a flood. The waters elimb-
: from their ordinary level to 15
obits above the highest mountain

k. They took aboat 150 days to
2, it in, and about 150 days to go
sack again. That was slow climbing
nd slow descending. A gradual
ounding out  of the earth for
150 days and & gradual shrink-
g for another 150 days into

is former shape would produce the
results recorded in the Bible. Extra-

rdinary evaporation would supply

ihe clouds with moisture sufficient for
continuous rain. It is enough for us

10 know that God sent the flood and

ok it awsy again. e did it in His
own Way.

The entire account is marked by a
simplicity of description. Attention
is directed  to the lifting of the ark
from the earth. The scemes within
snd without are left to be supplied by

the imagination. Mightily, mightily

the waters prevails. Peak after peak
of the mountains disappears. At
length the highest one is out of sight.

The waters stop not until they have

gone 25 feet higher. No description
is given of the waste of waters nor of

| the floating dead. It 18 briefly stated

that all lifeis extinet. Outside of that
* ark nothing more is left for death to
do. He cannot enter into it for God
There is no de-

mals, birds and creatures struggling
and finally yielding to the common
enemy. The fountains of the.deep
and the windows of Heaven are
closed. The rain ceased and the
waters begin slowly to fall away.
Noah opens the window of the ark
gends out a raven which retuins even-
ing after evening. The dove is then
sent out. but found no place on which
to rest her foot. The inspired pen
employed te write the description of
this world-wide and appalling catas-
trophe gives us at this point a graphic
picture of minute detail. The hand

| of Noah is seen thrust through the

open window taking the wearied
dove in his hand and carefully draw-
ing it in. The dove is semt forth
again and when taken in through the
window is found to bold an olive leaf
in her bill. ‘Noah takes the leaf close-

ly examimes it and finds that thel

whatever way the reform is attempt-
ed it is exceedingly difficult to face
the unite opposition of the Chinese
people. i'he change almost denies a
girl in that country any chance ef
earning a respectable living, and it
must be long before native opinion
can be successfully encountered.
Among the men an equally absurd
practice exists. ‘They shave their
heads with the exception of the hair
about the erown which is never cut
but allowed to grow to a great length
and is braided into a long tail or
queue. It ends in a tassel neatly
fastened te the hair and is commonly
hung at the back, although it may be
coiled and fastened to the head for
convenience. Even those who came
out to British Columbia and other
places retain the quene as they would
fear to return to China without it.

But there are evils greater than
either foot-binding or head-shaving,
and a few may be rapidly glanced at.
In Chinese families the sons are given
every pre-eminence and bring the
greater respect to the mother.
Daughters are looked upon as a bur-
den, and while still infants are seld
in Jarge numbers. Agents may fre-
quently be seen carrying them around
in baskets, and offering them to the
first buyer at from fifty cents to a
dollar apiece. Many of these are
bought for servants, but more are
trained up to become secondary
wives and prostitutes. It would be
bad enough if this evil ended here.
But these heathen parents are so in-
buman as to even take the lives of
their female children. Missionaries
tell us that in some parts a third and
even a half of the girl babies of the
Chinese are strangled or drowned to
avoid the burden of bringing them
up and disposing of them.

When betrothals are to be ar’anged
a class of middle women® or match-
makers are employed. These decide
upen the selection of husband and
wife, and while the candidates are yet
children and frequently without the
consent of parties concerned deter-
mine the most important relation in
life. 'Wives, whether children or
adult, are usually bought. The price
paid for grown up ones is from one
hundred to one hundred and fifty
dollars. If the families are wealthy
more has to be given. Poor people
are obliged to buy little girls and
then raise them in order to get wives
for their sons.

In each househeld the husband has

almost absolute power. If his wife
or children disobey him he may beat

fracture is fresh, proving that it had | ¢hem geverely, or even kill them with-

been recently plucked from the tree
and not picked up from the surface
of the waters. She is sent out again
but never returns.

For the Visitor.
' MISSIONARY SKETCHES.

——e

BY W. E. MACINTIRE, A. B.

e

CHAPTER XV.—HEATHEN CUSTOMS.

One of the most curious practices
among the Chinese is that of cramp-

ing the feet of girls into small shoes. |-

While still mere infants their feet are
bound in tight bandages until the
bones are compressed entirely out of
shape. The process is a most pain-
ful one, but no cries of agony will in-
duce parents to give up this iron cus-
tom of their country.

Many reasons are given to account
for the evil. A woman with large
feet is by common consent banished
from the best society, and hence
never respected. She is obliged to
work at some low calling, or worse
still to become an abandoned char-
acter. Men laugh at them and call
them offensive mames., No proud
Chinaman would marry a wife with
natural feet on acceunt of the ridicule

relatives and acquaintances. On the
other hand small feet are the mark by
which the so-called Chinese ladies
delight te be knewn. They aré ex-
pected to mince and step gracefully
and their small feet, usually about
three inches in length, are thought to
allow this better and give them a

1

{ e

out being punished by Chinese law.
He can put his wife away for the
most trifling reasons, while she has
no release from him whatever his
conduct may be. No present prospect
of a better condition awaits her. She
is taught by her Buddhist instructors
to serve her husband faithfully in
order that she may advance a step
higher in the next life, but until this
transmigration she is merely a beast
of burden. )

When a Chinaman takes sick it is
supposed the spirits of his forefathers
are angry, and his family make offer-
ings to the ancestral tablets; this
failing, they appeal to a wizard or
medium to find out the real cause.
They sometimes burn joss paper, or
dien as it is called, which is a kind of
thin paper and tin-foil usually pasted
on small blocks. This they think
will satisfy the departed spirits, since
when it is burnt into gas the angry
forefathers can use it for money in
the spirit land.

When death happens the friends
place a cup of water at the door in
order that the spirit on leaving may
take a farewell drink. They then
burn a suit of clothes, bed and bedd-
ing, boots and shoes, which are.sup-
posed to be needed.to make the dead
comfortable. At regular intervals of
seven days for some time the female
relatives weep and wail loudly to
satisfy the powers of the next world
sod incline them to be-mild in their
punishment. :

Early in the month of April special
days are set apart for worshipping at
grave. The faniily, sil dressed
neatly, visit the spot and make offer-
. with more of the sacred

¢

for the use of the spirit. When the
usual ceremonies are

sets all on fire; at the same time kneel-
ing and bowing his face to the ground
nine times, followed by the members
of the family. In this way they
imugine blessings are brought upon
the departed, and the ruling powers
of the world to come will be inclined
to grant their favor.

For the Visitor.
TORONTO NOTES.

If it is with pride that Canadian
Baptists think of McMaster Hall, the
feeling is certainly ome of hAonest
pride in solid worth, In the first
place, it is a matter of no small mo-
ment that the Baptists of the Domin.
jon can claim a theological hall, so
worthy of note as a work of architec-
ture as is this. “Those who dwell by
the sea” have heard much, during
the past summer, concerniug its fine
appearance and the completeness of
its appointments; but anyone, who is
actually permitted to look upon its
unique, substantial beauty, or to pass
through its broad halls, comfortable
students’ apartments, and model class-
rooms, will say that there is much as
yet untold. Secondly, there is room
for hearty congratulation, on account
of the character and ability of the
men who are here laboring so earnest-
ly, as the teaching staff of the institu-
tion. Dr. Castle, who has won the
love of so many Maritime Baptists,
during the brief seasons he has spent
with them ; Dr. Welton, of our own
Acadia; Dr. Newman, already so
well known as a thinker and writer;
Dr. Clarke, with his beautiful power
of word-painting ; and Dr. McViear,
with his wonderful energy. And,
lastly, all must feel truly gratified
that so many young men, from so
many different parts of « this Canada
of ours,” have been enabled to gather
together, to prepare for the mnoblest
work on earth. Yes, McMaster Hall
may justly call forth our pride. May
it soon prove our towering and ag-
gressive strength.

Of the forty students, already as-
gembled hers, eight are from the
Lower Provinces; not a bad repre-
gentation for the first year of the
union. These Maritime men are far
from feeling as strangers in a strange
land. They find their associates kind
and affable. Besides, Toronto seems
to be 2 ¢ity in which one can be ac-
commodated to a remarkable extent.
If our eastern brother long for a
glimpse of the surging sea, he needs
but to stroll down to the shore of
Lake Ontario, and he will often find
commotion enough to satisfy the
most Fundy-loving man. If ke favor
Wolfville’s sunny clime, he must rest
content, for Toronto weather is evi-
dently made after the Wolfville
pattern. And this obliging city—
probably out of consideration _for
those of our number whe are partial
to St. John—actually managed, one
morning, to get up aregular St. John
fog. All these circumstances prove
sources of pleasure. No need of be-
ing ‘homesick, with home comforts
all around you.

Some one has said that the preval-
ence of the missionary spirit, in a
theological seminary, is a true indiea-
tion of the consecration of its students.
It is a significant fact, then, that
there is in existence, in McMaster
Hall, an organization termed the

FYFE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

This society takes its name from the
late Dr. R. A. Fyfe, who labored so
arduouely, and to such good purpose,
in connection with Woodstock Liter-
ary Institute. Itssecond anniversary
was celebrated at a public meeting
held in the chapel of the College,
Friday evening, Nov. 9th. Interest-
ing reports, together with excellent
music and addresses, formed an en-
joyable programme. From the re-
ports, we learned that, in addition to
several missions in and about Teronto,
the society "is carrying om a very
promising work in Rapid City, Mani-
toba ; that the annual income of the
society is already about $800.00; that
the financial year closes with a favor-
able balanc¢e ; and that the ladies of
Jarvis St. church have lately guar-
anteed the society a yearly donation
of $100,00. : .

" The address of Mr. Geo. Sale, who
has been labering in Rapid City dur-
ing the past summer, was full of

g & MOst

over the priest]

encouraging represontation of Baptist

prospects in the above mentioned
field.

Mr. W. H. Cline (McMaster Hall
delegate to the Inter-Seminary Mis-
sionary Association, held lately in
Hartford, Conn.) alluded, in his ad-
dress, to a fact worthy of special
mention. It seems that, from the re-
presentations of their delegates, the
Canadianjcolleges have been led so to
realize the value of such gatherings.
that they have about decided to
organize a Canadian Inter-Seminary
Missionary Alliance, which will differ
from the association across the border
only in that, while the latter gives to
foreign Missions its first attention,
the former will consider first the needs
of our great North-west.

Before I close, I would say one
word about the much abused

DIDACTICS.

There is such a department in
this institution, nnder the control of
Dr. McViear. Itis not my purpese
to trace any connection between the
success of the chair here and the need
of a similar one at Acadia. Bat it
does seem to me that, if certain
parties, who imagine that they can
see the absurdity and airy nothingness
of such a chair in its very nature,
could be permitted to spend hour or
two under Dr. McVicar’s tuition,
they would leave his class-room with
a lower estimate of their own wisdom,
and a different opinion of Didactics,
As I close, Torento is accommodat-
ing the students from Manitoba with
a slight snow storm.
. * ¥ ¥

Toronto, Nov. 15th.

@orrespondence.

To the Editors of the Visitor:—

Capt. George Colwell, who is
chronicled as “ Dead ” in your issue
of 14th inst., is alive and im perfect
health. The insertion must be the
work of some miscreant who had little
or nothing to do, but publish a mis-
leading falsehood. The above con-
tradiction please insert in your next
issue, and very much oblige his
father. Yours, &c.,

C. B. CoLwELL.

Jemseg, Q. Co., Nov. 16, '83.

[The notice we printed bore the
signature, ¢ Gilbert C. Dykeman.”
This 18 the second time some party in
that” neighborhood has practiced
forgery and perpetrated alie. Can’t
the party be found out ?—Enps.]

To the Editors of the Visitor:—

As the VisiTor in common with
other newspapers, is ‘saying its say,”
on the subject of education, and the
appointment of a successor to Dr.
Rand, as chief superintendant of New
Branswick, etc., etc., perhaps you
will allow a Charlotta County labor-
er to say a few words in behalf of the
laboring classes, with respect to this
“vexed question :

ist, I desjre to say, in behalf of the

the present regulations of the Board of
Education, are not satisfactory to the
masses, however well they may suit
a favored few. The present system
of grading is mot suitable for our
wants and requirements. For how-
ever well this plan may work in
towns and cities (though many com-
plain in those places), it is not at all
satisfactory to rural districts. We
think that the present system shows
one or two things viz., that those re-
gulations are intended to favor a cer-
tain class, to the disadvantage of
others less favored, or they show that
the head of the department is not ac-
quainted with the condition and act-
tual needs of the masses.

This may be very plain language
for a poor man to put on paper, but it
is not more plain, nor half so severe,
as the language flowing from the lips
of hundreds of the electors of Char-
lotte, daily.

About ninety-five one hundredths
of our male populatién, have got te
live by the labor of their hands, and
the sweat of their brow, as hewers of
weod, tillers of the soil, toilers
on the wave; or in some of the
many mechanical pursuits, or else
sink to something less honorable.
And about the same proportien of
the females will become the wives of
these men, and the mothers of their
families. Having these facts before us,

it is evident that our common scheols

\

rural electors of Charlotte county,that

should be managed with the object

of giving to each pupil such an edu-

cation as is likely to be of use to him

in after life, and with as little ex-

pense and loss of time as is compa-

tible with thoroughness.

We are an English speaking peo-

ple; it is important, theréfore, that

each child be taught to speak, read

and write, plain, common English so

as to make themaselves easily under-

stood.

2nd, As all classes f persons -are

required at some time of their lives

to make sales and purchases,to receive
or pay wages, te make estimates, to

keep, prepare, or cast up accounts,
to give-or to receive “notes-of-hand,”
or receipts of payments, etc., etc., the
sooner in life the boy or girl is made
familiar with the principle rules of
arithmetic, and the principles of book-
keeping, so far as is required to keep
common and farm accounts, the mak-
ing out of bills “notes-of-hand,” re-
ceipts, etc., etc., the better for them.
If, at the same time that they are
gaining a fair knowledge of these
essential branches, they can also gain
a fair knowledge of outline drawing,
geography, the use of the maguoet,
and the construction and use of maps
and globes, etq., etc., not forgetting
good manners and sound morality,
and the all-important home duties,
they will be all the better prepared
to enter upon the higher studies, or
to take part in the sterner duties and
realities of every day life.

As almost all children belonging to
the rural districts, have te help earn
their own living (by taking part in
farm labor or other home cares and
duties) from a very early age, it is
not possible for the great majority of
them to attend school for any consid-
erable length of time, with the same
regularity, as do those children who
reside in towns or cities. And no
pupil ought to be hindered from mak-
ing all the advancement possible ip
the time he or she can attend school,
simply becanse others may not be
able to advance so fast as he, or be-
cause of rome “whim” of the inspect-
er, or the chief superintendant. The
people who have to foot the bills, and
many of them find it a great hard-
ship to do se, claim that they have a
better right to dictate in these mat-
ters than any high salavied function
ary “imported from another country
or province.”

As Dr. Rand has resigned (to the
great satisfaction of many), itis to
be hoped that our Government will
not again insult New Brunswick, by
sending abroad for a man to fill the
office of chief superintendent of edu-
cation for this province. Surely New
Brunswick has raised a man fit to fill
this office. If there is a New Bruns-
wicker fit to fill the office (and there
ought to be many of them) why
should not we have the preierence to
a stranger, or a person raised in an-
other county or provipnce.

If school registers and returns were
made out quarterly instead of half-
yearly, it would give. county schools
and county school teachers a fairer
show.

Then if we must have a certain
amount of “holidays,”) which we de
not question) why not have the schaol
terms beginning at the end of the hol-
idays and ending at the commence-

ment? This would give both
teachers and trustees a Dbetter
chance to procure other places

or other teachers as the cases
might require; not to mention the
convenience of pupils entering or
leaving school.

With due respect tor the “powers
that be,”’ there are many of the elec-
tors of Charlotte who would like
to be told . of any possible good aris-
ing from the present Inspectoral Sys-
tem, except to provide offices and
salaries for a few of the graduates of
the high schools, who might think
themselves above earming a living as
do most of those who produce the
wealth of the eountry. In the coun-
try districts, with the exception of a
few families residing mear the school
houses, the inspectors seldom see the
same teachers and pupile face to face
a second time. Y
Any school ‘system that assumes
that the majority of the children im
the rural districts are to attend school
regularly and continually for some
three or four or more years, is based.

as some newspaper
“compulsory attendance,” but no
man who values his seat in the House
of Assembly would risk his election
in the county of Charlotte jon this
issue.
ed to stay at home.

-

ance of the actual -requirements of
our people.

There has been some talk as well
writing about

If he did, he would be elect-

Having visited most of the rural

districts of Charlotte this year, and
listened to the remarks of very many
people on the school question, I
think I am about as well prepared to
state the views of the rural electors
of this county as any one man in a
hundred that you may meet with.

A CHARLOTTE CounTY ELECTOR.

N. B. B. EDUCATION SOCIETY.

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING.

A Special General Meeting of the offi-
cers and members of the New Brunswick
Baptist Educacion Society will be held in
the Assembly Room of the Ba ptist Semi-
nary, Berryman’s Building, Princess St.,
St John, on Thursday, Nov. 22nd, 1883,
at three o’clock in the afternoon, for the
purpose of consilering certain amend-
ments to the Act of Incorporation, By-
Laws, Rules and Regulations, in so far as
relates to the membership and govern-
ment of the organization, whereby union
in educational work may be promoted be-
tween the New Brunswick Baptists and
Free Christian Baptists; and to chtvlfe
the date of holding the Regular Monthly
Moeting of the Board of Directors.
CHAs. A. EVERETT, President.
J. MARrcCH, Seoretary.

QUARTERLY MEETING.

The next session of the Qua.'erly
Meeting, embracing all the churches in
the Southern Baptist Association, will
be held with the church at St. George,
commencing Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 2.30
o'clock p. m. All the churches in the
Association are requested to send dele-
gates. The following is the programmo
of preaching services as nearly as can be
determined so far ahead :—Tuesday after-
noon, Rev. W. Camp, Fairville; T¥1esday
evening, Rev. J.A. Cahill, Carleton; Wed-
nesday morning, Rev. Henry Cross, St.
John; Wednesday afternoon, Rev. R.
Hunt, St. Stephen; Wednesday evening,
Rev. J. F. Bartlett, St. John: Thursday
morning, Rev. 8. Welton, Sussex; Thurs-
day afternoon, Rev. W. F. Parker, Hamp-
ton; Thursday evening, Rev. W. J
Stewart, Portland,

The pastors are requested to present
the matter to their churches, that a
goodly number of God’s people may
gather at the place appointed.

An attempt is being made to secure re-
turn tickets on the railway with what
success it is not yet known.
sJ. F. BARTLETT.

W. J. STEWART.
| T. L. Hav.

(hstmas Cards !

NOW OPEN.
Call and Examine !

Com.of Arrangement

Send your order, stating
number of Cards wanted, price,
etc., and we will send same by
return mail. JIn all cases

CASH must accompany or-
der. Address

Visitor Book Room,

99 GERMAIN STREET,
Saint John, - N. B.

British Mails.

THE first Steamer of the Weekly leerg;)ol
Mail Line is intended to be despatched
from Halifax on SATURDAY, the 1st of
DECEMBER, under the usual Winter arrange-
Ehe ontppiig & Que
e outgoing Steamer sailing from

on the 24th of November wﬁl be the l‘x):;%
packet from the 8t. Lawrence River this sea-
son.

The mails for the Unitea Kingdom for des-
ngch by the Steamer leaving Halifax for

ive 1 on the 1st of December, (the first
outgoing Steamer under the Winter arrange-
ments,) and each succeeding Steamer durfng
the present Winter, shall leave the St. Jobh:.
Post Office in time to g‘o forward by the trai..
leavlnﬁSt. John on Friday evenings and due
at Halifax on Saturday afternoon.

Postmasters and Railway Mail Clerks on
the New Brunswick Division will please be
g;)verned by this notice in the despatch of

ails for Europe, via Steamers from Halifax.

JOHN MCMILLAN,
P. O. Inspector,

Post Office Inspector’s Office, }

St. John, N.B., Nov. 18, 1883.

Great London and China Teaia.,

83 King Square. 45 Main Street,

‘Would respecttully call the attention of their
friends and customers, and the l-imbllc ner-
ally, to the following list of prices of their
Teas and Coffees:

PRICE LIST OF TEAS.—Black 25, 30, 35, 40,'45,
50, 55, best 60; Oolong 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, best
70; Japan 50, 55, 60, 65, 70} 75, best 80; Y. Hyson
60, 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, best 90 ; Gunpowder 60, 635, 70,
75, 80, 86, best 90;

COFFEES, Roasted or Ground.—20, 25, 30, 35,
38, best 40.

We are ecclusively in the Tea and Coffee
trade, and use our years experience in the
selection of same, and we pride ourselves
that we are in a position to give the very best
value in the market to our Customers, And
ir. order to bring our goeds more prominently.
we offer a handsome, useful present with each
pound tea purchased. All goods warranted
to give entire satisfaction or money refunded
Great London and Chiba Tea Co., 33 King

ington

Square, 45 Main Street, and 191 Barr
Street, Halifax, N. 8.

on false premises, amd shows igmor-

N.B.—We give a handsome Seti of Chi
the purchaser of $20.00 worth of Tea, s 20

From | Eé_p_t:tu $.00,
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