—

, | illustration of prds. The | of Ok
o W xsbw) : genius for/ ¢ tion is secular .
though our mr"";"' affairs is confe o! a high order. oS
Though oft we faint and falter on the way, v
Thoxmr:; t:d 3:rk:ess oft obscure the BObOld, “Nm Mddmkymg » 113
day, the foundation. How simple, yet|works of Chrigtian so |
Yet when the clouds are gone . \ ' ;
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AN form of the New Testament churches! | the products of the - he -hi
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Of sin, of sorrow, and o’erclouded days
We know His will is dene;
And still He leads us on.

And He, at last,
Atter the weary strife,
After the restless fever we call life,
After the dreariness, the aching pain,
The wayward struggles which have proved in
vain,
After our toils are past
Will give us rest at last.—Ez.
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- GREATER WORKS.

A Sermon Preached before the N. 8. Eastern
Baptist Association at Truro, July 9th, 1883.

BY REV. D. A. STEELE.

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that be-
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also; and greater works than these shall he do;
because I go unto my Father.””—John xiv. 12,

The works of the Master were ex-
ceptionally great. Take them alto-
gether they were such as had not been
performed by the prophets of the
Jewish race. Moreover, in the case
of Moses, Elijah, and Elisha, the
notably illustrionus wonder-workers,
the power had never been claimed by
the prophet. Jehovah had wrought
through his servant. At the com-
mand of his God Moses stretched out
his rod, and the waters rolled over
the Egyptians. Elijah prayed, and
God sent fire from heaven to burn

the wood and lick up the water. But
Jesus invariably did the work Him-
self. “I do the work.” *l cast out
devils.” “Lazarus, come forth.” ¢I
say unto thee, arise.” There is no
wonder-working rod, no long contina.
ed supplication for power; He Aad it.
“In Him dwelt all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily.”

This declaration is all the more
surprising, then. “My miracles are
exceptional; they are wrought by the
direct authority of Deity, and yet my
disciples shall do these very works,
yea, and greater.”

We have here the key which opens
a great gate. Let us open it and be-
hold. OQur interpretation is to be
found in the eveants following the
Resurrection, and, linked in with
these, in the progress and trinmphs of
Christianity. We need not, perhaps,
do more than point to the fact that
the disciples did the same specific
things which Jesus indicated when
He said, “The works that I do, shall
he do also.” Wherever the new
order of things penetrated the sick
were healed, demons were cast out,
the dead were raised, See the Acts
of the Apostles everywhere. Nor
need we stop to consider whether the
gift of speaking with other tongues,
and their interpretation, was included
in this declaration. Mosu likely they
were. But these, as the apostle Paul
tells us, were to cease, It is to the
permanent, the abiding elements of
the gospel that we are chiefly to ad-
dress ourselves, as exhibited in the
whole progress of Christianity. The
sayings of our Lord are, it seems to
us, to be largely interpreted in the
light of history.

1. THE OPERATIONS OF CHRISTIANI-
TY IN THE WORLD INVOLVES A HIGHER
ORDER OF PROCEDURE THAN THE
WORKING OF MIRACLES. ,

1. Immediately. the words were
verified. Christianity was bound in
its swaddling-clothes. In was tongue-

~ tied—Scarcely had the ascension
_taken place when it sprang forth a
strong armed man. The Holy Spirit
descended, and there were the
«audxble and visible tokems of His
pruenoe. There was the Pentecostal
in the flaming tongues that

the les shotld speak with new
powers of utterance, winning the
obedience of the people, “opening
their eyes, and 'turgiing them f{rom

darkness to! light, and’ from the
power of Satan unto God.” Thissort
of blessing ranges itself, in any moral
- estimate, far beyond that of a merely
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compact bodies, with a distinctive
head -and ‘subordinate  officers for
each church. “They appointed for
them elders in every -church,” (Acts
xiv. 28; Titus i. 5). The apostohe
letters were written to the churches,
“with their bishops ard deacons,”
(Phil. i. 1). Ibelieve if the Saviour
stood here to-day He would give us
His assent in this paraphrase of His
words: ‘Yes, in the founding and -dis-
ciplining of these churches on New
Testament principles all over. the
world, in China, in India, in Baur-
mah, in England, and in America, in
the ingathering of the converts, and
indoctrinating and marshalling them
for effective work, I recognize more
important doings, more substantial
results than in my own wonder
works of healing the sick, feeding the
hungry, and raising the dead.” If
this seem®to you, my brethren, .far-
fetched, or bordering on auda city,
remember who has started the com-’
parison, my Lord, not I.

3. The Infinite Moral force of the
Gospel may be regarded as another
illustration. Wherever Christianity
has gone it has always been followed
by the ‘same great results. It has
first subdued the sinners, then it has
energized the nation, lifted it up mte
a new life, and given it a higher form
of civilization. Like as in chemical
processes, it has newly arranged the
various particles, fusing the whole
mass of otherwise chaotic material.

W itness the complete transformation
of the Sandwich Islands during the
present century,

4. In the benevolent spirit induced
by Christianity. ~ Everywhere in
Christian countries there is the alms- |
house, the hospital, the infirmary, the
institutions for the deaf mute, the
blind, the insane. Here is one’ of
the most obvious applications of our
Lord's declaration. The age Isaiah
foresaw, when the tongue of the dumb
should sing, the lame men leap as the
hart, the deaf ears be nunstopped,

stretches onward through all the pre-
gress of the new dispensation, from
the hour when the author of Chris-!
tianity - commenced His sympathet:o!
operations down to the age when it !
became impossible that any sufferer

would be neglected. In the aid af-
forded to the suffering thousands, in

the instruction. imparted to those
whose faculties are sealed by mature,
we read a fresh commentary om. the
truth of the text. .Christian philan-

throphy repeats the miracles of Jesus
in every generation, and; multiplies
them a thousandfold.

5. Consecrated Fducation.

find another application of the text.
The most beneficent influence exer-
cised in connection with Christianity
has resulted from the labors of the
sons of its great public schools. The
universities of the old world are:}Mo-
toriously the offspring of Christiagity.
The colleges of the new are mnot ‘less
80. Turn to your eéncylopadia ' and
you will find that Oxford, Edinburgh,
St. Andrew’s,, Harvard; Yale, and
Brown were founded by the gifts of
Christ’s servants,on gpecifically Chris-
tian principles.
of learning bas radiated much of ‘the1
light which has illamined :the Eng-
lish speaking part of the two' conti-

&o., &c.

Schaff in Amerioa; Not-to len
the list by the napses of ‘those in:

sion. ;The dasting bmoﬂt

' We|
have not to go far out'of our way to.

' From  these ' lanips

nents. While there are works the
world could well afford to:lose, Which
have beea written by mén from these
schools, how e¢an we @dtimate the!
debt owed by all' Christian’ teachers
%0 the ‘ripe sehilafship:iof Oxford, |
They find their ablest co-
adjators in Bishops Butlérand Elli-}
cott, Conybears” and' Howson, Deans |
Liddell and Scott, on' the other: side
of the water, and in -Jonathan Bd-
wards, Hodge, Shédd| Haockett lnﬂ‘

| poted institutions who~have contri-
buted their quota to the ‘defences of

ne Chl‘ilthmty,hl WW 9 ]

acles” wherewith. t.he: Mes
want to attest and ﬂlutuﬁi

upon the world by t.ho-‘l

trmlaﬁng t.he Scripturu, '
given to the English: b’xw

the same Book translated. :* the
German vernacular by Luther, into
Hindostani by Carey, and mw Bur- | here
mese by J ud‘s{)u, are perhap. the best
attestation of the meaning of our
blessed TLord. If the words Which
he spoke are “spirit and life ot u“man
is not to live by bread al

every wora proceedin og’
mouth of God,” then we lty
this illustration also. It ‘
thing to translate and t.o Mtlply
and to ciroulate the word o!ﬂc, than
to pérform the most astoundis _ mir-
acles. Wberever the , goea
there appear the perpetu onders
of the new dispensation, tho d re-
ceive their sight, and t.he ongue of
the dumb breaks forih lqt.o 4 ilant
notes, “Come all ye that fptr God
and I will tell you wht ﬁg bnth done
formygouly” . ; (ol

6. But it is in the ordingry work
ings of Christianity that,we have
the clearest , exhibition of 1 truth
here embodied. (1) Thu‘mqy be
geen in the preaching of the gospel,
when in demonstration of the spirit,
and in the ever- mcteumg mnltltudes

!"u

of Christ, compared with _t,he fow in
His own day, or with the little band
who assembled in  that npper cham-
ber. Paulindeed tells of five hundred
brethren; but, let us for a moment
think of the tens of thonpndl g“her-

fed in throughout the world_ during

the last year; omphntmglly tho year

lands swelled by the addition of thou-
sands, the , churches, in / nominally
Christian countries, uq:.g Sweden,re-
port 4,500 baptisms, while or our own

side of the water, and directly among
ourselves, the increase has been ex.

| ceptionally large. “Greatet things,”

cermnly, when we compare the exer-
increasing number of the iqquep of
Messiah with those who met with
Mim on that. eventful  night. @)
Again, let it be borre in mind that in
the general work of the pauorate
there is an application wlnpb may be
overlooked. In the guiet, mostenta-
tious labors of the Teacher. “Lo, I

juxta position with “teaclung them.”

greatest things of . His kqagt]gm, the
ideas of doctrine and of practice. The

doctrines which are thus bro

the mountain ranges of Divinetruth,

in this department of effor

are engaged in the  grester deings
| which our Lord lM

tion are permsnently blegsed.; ..

what wé conceive our
meant by these s
nlyhthum !
NC“O»W
mam
of: this

am with you always” is in closest

The “greater works” here;are the

deep things of God’s word, the gr;eat

be uplifted by. shemmm they | uk? You will'labor.” mvm

this | wheré you now are’ content' ﬁ
declaration. , In the one. 0886, 8 fow | cents, tens ‘and ‘hundreds where
hundred people are enragtated. for a | now give ome.. There would then b
-moment, in the other a whole gexera- | no

+ Thus coneludes our rapid survey of u&m rising * 4p’ “to’ mt
ord to have mamwﬁu high standard. §
: 3 Gadb ‘.
& o L é :‘ "

casion. It -is; then, bécause He is
tbm that we can do ‘these works

- It is becanse of Jesus permit-
ting and Mﬁ. that' we ‘can do
greater things than He did. Oar
power is simply' epiritual foroé as
given us by Him. 'Even 'what it is
we know not. 'More subtle than the
electrio fluid-we joannot. reckon it,nor
understand: it” We simply. appro-
priate it by placing ourselves in a
repeiving attitude.. He bestows like

a God, largely; freely, but the law of s

His king@om is, “Ask;'and it shall be

given you.”: It must be used only in
His' servioe for the help.of ‘men; and
not for own m&nﬁenﬁ; or: for
‘our own glory. .He is avermore 'say-
ing to us : “Do as I did.| Wiork: fér

wen and I will clothe you with power |’

from on high. .- Fear not their fages,
pay no heed to their hard sayings.~ I
will ‘bring them 6/ myself, I will
cause .them (to be obedient tb ithe
faith. I will glorify the Father by
subduing the greatest enemies I have.
Go ye into alL zho world, and lo,t I
am with yow."”

One or two vord- o& npphomon

1. We .Christians must; .do  the|,
greater works. 'We ought not'te be
content with' the commonplace forms
of Christidn life, not to .be satisfied
with 'our usual humdrum wixys.Jesus
spake these . words; mot enly of

apostles, biit ofall those who /sheuld | 2%¢

believe in Him. oIt is;: theufou,h-

cumbent on every believer to consi- ﬁ*a,"
of grace 1883; the chur&hes in heathen | der this whole matter. Thas only do | 8iso
we prove ourselves to be His dis-|

ciples, when we are willing to carty|

out the intimations of His ' Word. It

is wholly in vain for us to iunsist that | ™%

‘we are New Testament Christians, to

affirm that Baptists avé. nearer the <

truth than others: All such talk si the
merest denominational ‘braggadocio
if we do not exceed ‘other bodies in
good - works. The Master gives us
His command: % Do the workst’ Con- |t
vert men! Snatch them out of the
fire! Exercise the faith that will re-
move mountains.” - We talk a good
deal about John thé Baptist. Let
‘us remember' that “from the days of | P
John the Baptist until now the: king-
dom of heaven suffereth violence,and
the violent take it by force.” I :do
not see why our Methodist brethren |
should have a monepely of that text.
It-belongs of right te us.: Let us be

be- | importunate;  let ws: arise ‘and  do
fore the converts, whether m:l the {greater things! | .= .

pulpit or in the meeting for instruc-
tion, the leading them out t0 survey|take the éotirse of -cawn that will ve-
 Paramount |~
is probably a .grester,power shan to|4o your own business yo'u will
-oast out demons. (B).. Wherever a | firgt the kingdom of God, and labor |«
Sunday . School is fostéred is:one \for its welfare. You are as “much fagree
method of fulfilment. ' A.wellforder-|youind to do this 8¢ your ‘Wiinister is. | g, ot
ed Sabbath Schook is; 8/ better' speci-| It §& for this you have bebn bmght par
men of the.genius of Christianity into the'Kingdom. T am afraid som
than the power evoking supernatural | 5§ 'ng’ abe -qiie
efieots; greater than, the, shaking off 'iﬁ;ﬂm
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mlv—in ‘greater 'works

onr ‘consci

vmldvh to bu mww”pémr b
n | communicated to'them by ‘the living | pagle. *
Christ. * “Because I'live ye shall live|

also,” are His words on this same oc- | /& é
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