
SABBATH-BELLS. 

BY SADIF, REFSOR. 

Hark! the Sabbath bells are ringing, 

In the soft and balmy air, 

All ye nations cease your toiling, 

"Tis the sacred hour of prayer. 

Come, ye weary and forsaken, 

Come, ye peedy and oppress'd, 

Come with all your guilt and sorrow, 

He alone can give you rest. 

Come, oh come! thou careless sinner, 

Holy angels mourn thy fate; 

Come to Him who bids thee welcome, 

Open wide stands heaven's gate. 

Come, oh come! ye gay and youthful, 

Ye unknown to care and strife, 

Come ere sorrow frowns upon you; 

Seek ye first eternal life. 

Come ye blest of every nation, 

And to God your homage pay; 

In the book of life "tis written, 

“Thou shalt aver watch and pray.” 

Astor Pulpit. 
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BY REV. C. H. SPURGEON. 

“The Lord his God is with him, and the 

shout of a king is among th 'm.”—Num. 23: 21 

I. First, let me speak a little upon 

GOD’S PRESENCE 

among his people. It is an extraor- 
dinary presence, for God’s ordinary 

and usual presence is everywhere. 
Whither shall we flee from his pre- 
sence ? He is in the highest heaven 
and in the lowest hell; the hand of 

the Lord is upon the high hills, and 

his power is in all deep places. This 
knowledge is too high and wender- 
ful for us; yet everywhere is God, 
for in him we live and move and 

have our being. Still there is a pe- 
culiar presence ; for God was among 

his people in the wildrness as he was 
not among the Moabites and the Ed- 

omites their foes, and God isin ‘his 

church as he 18 not in the world. It 
is a peculiar promise of the covenant 
that God will dwell with his people 
and walk among them. By the gift 
of the Holy Spirit the Lord is with 
us and in us at this hour. He saith 

of . his church, “Here will I dwell, 

for I have desired it.” This is much 
more than God being about us; it 
includes the favor of God toward us. 

His consideration of us, his working 
with us. An active nearness to bless 
is the presence of which we speak. 
Here we may say with great re- 

verence that (od is with his people 
in the entireness of his nature. The 
Father is with us, for the Father 

himself loveth us. We have also the 
presence of the divine Son of God. 
Said he not to his apostles, “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world?” Have we not this for 
our joy whenever we come together, 
that we meet in his mame, and that 

he still says, “Peace be unto you,” 
and manifests himself unto us as he 
doth not unto the world. Peculiar- 

ly this presence relates to the Holy 
Ghost. It is he who represents the 
Lord Jesus who has gome from us. 
Yes, dear friends, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit are in the 
midst of the true church of God, 

when that church is in a right and 
healthy state; and if the triune God 
be gone away from the church, then 
her banners must trail in the dust, for 

her warriors have lost their strength. 

This is the glory of the church of 
God—to have the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God 

the Father, and the communion of 

the Holy Ghost to be her never-fail- 
ing benediction. What a glory to 
have Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
manifesting the Godhead in the midst 
of our assemblies, and blessing each 
one of us. 

For Ged to dwell with us; what a 

condescending presence this is! And 
will God in very truth dwell among 
men? If the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain him, will he abide among 
bis people? He will! He will! 

Glory be to his name! Know ye 

now that your bodies are the temples 

of the Holy Ghost? God dwelleth 
in us. Wonderful word! Who can 
fathom the depth of this grace? 
And what an awe this imparts to 

every true church of God! You may 
may go in and out certain assemblies, 
and you may say, “Here we have 
beauty! here we have adornment, 

musical, ecclesiastical, architectural, 
oratorical, and the like!” but to my 
mind there is no worship like that 
which proceeds from a man when 1 he 
feels—the Lord is here. What a 
hush comes over the soul! Here is 
$s ghooe for the bated breath, the, 
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unsandalled foot, and the prostrate 

spirit. 

Brethren, this presence of God is 

clearly discerned by the gracious, 

though others may not know it. Yet 
methinks even the ungracious in a 

measure perceive it, coming into the 
assembly they are struck with a 
secret something,they know not what; 
and if they do not immediately join 
in the worship of the present God, 
yet a deep impression is made upon 
them beyond any that could be 
caused by the sound of human speech, 
or by the grandeur of outward show. 
They feel awed, and retire abashed. 

Certainly 

THE DEVIL KNOWS WHERE GOD I8 

—none better than he. He hates the 
camp of which Jehovah is the leader; 

against it he doubles his enmity, mul- 
tiples his plots, and exercises all his 
power. He knows where his king- 
dom finds its bravest assailants, and 

he therefore attacks their headquar- 
ters, even as did Balaam and Balak 

of old. 
Let us look at Balaam for a 

moment. May we never ran in 
the way of Balaam for a re- 
ward; but let us stand in his 

way for a moment that he may be 
our beacon. This man had sold him. 
self for gold, and though he knew 
God and spoke under inspiration, yet 
he knew kim not in his heart, but 

was willing to curse God’s people for 
hire. He was thwarted in his de- 
sign because God was there. 
Balaam perceived that the God 

who was in the midst of his people 
is not a changeable God, not a false 
God, not one who promises and for- 
gets, or promises and eats his words, 
or promises what he cannot and will 
not perform. The God of Israel is 
faithful and true, immutable, uu- 

changing ; every one of his promises 
shall be fulfilled ; none of his words 

shall fail to the ground. “Hath he 
said, and shall he not do it? hath he 

spoken and shall it not come to pass?” 
What a joy it is to have such a God 
as this among us—a promise-making 
and a promise-keeping God; a God: 
at work for his people, as he has de- 
clared he would be; a God comfort- 

ing and cheering his people, and ful- 
filling in their experience that which 
his word had led them to expect. 
This God is our God forever and 
ever. He shall be our guide even 

unto death. 
My dear friends, we sometimes 

hear men talk of 

THE FAILURE OF THE CHURCH. 

We are afraid that some churches do 

fail. Wherever failure occurs, the | 

bottom of it is the absence of the 
Lord of hosts, for he cannot fail. I 

heard one, speaking of the district in 
which he lives, say, “We are a re- 

ligions peeple; almost all attend a 
place of worship, but,” he added, “I 
am bound to add that of spiritual 
life we have few traces. One church 
has given up its prayer-meetings; 
another feels that its entertainments 
are more impertant than its worship, 
and another is notorious for worldli- 
ness.” This is a testimony as terrible 
as it is eommon. 
The worst thing that can be said 

of any christian community is this: 
“Thou hast a name to live and art 

dead.” “Thou art neither cold nor 
hot.” Our Lord Jesus says, “I would 
thou wert cold or hot. So then be- 
cause thou art jukewarm, and neither 

cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of 
my mouth.” A church without life 

and zeal makes Christ sick; he cannot 

bear it. He can put up with down- 
right godlessness pooner than with 
a profession of religion out of which 
the life and power are gone, since it 
has cooled down into lukewarmness. 

This, then, we should pray for con- 
tinual'y—the presence of God in the 
midst of his people. 

II. To whet your desire for this 
let me pass on to the second head of 
my subject, which is briefly to de- 
scribe 

THE RESULTS OF THIS PRESENCE, 
Some of these results are mention- 

ed in the context. One of the first 
isleading—“God brought them out 
of Egypt” (verse 22), The best crit- 
ios give us anotber rendering: “God 
is bringing them ont of Egypt.” 
When God is in the midst of his peo- 
ple he is leading them, so that we 
may cheerfully sing that song, “He 

on with David to word it. “He tead- 
eth me beside the still waters.” We 
want no other leader in the church 
when we have God ; for his eye and 
arm will guide his people. I am al- 
ways afraid of having human rules in 
a church, and equally fearful of being 
governed by human precedents. I 
am afraid of power being vested in 
one, or two, or twenty men; the 

power must be in the Lord himse!f. 
That church which has God in the 
midst of it rules itself, and goes 
right without any other guidance 
but that which comes of the Holy 
Spirit's working. Such a church 
keeps together without aiming at uni- 
formity, and goes on to victory even 
though it mukes no noise. That 
movement is right which is led by 
God, and that is sure to be all wrong 
which is led in the best possible way 
if God be absent. 
The next blessing is strength. «He 

hath as it were the strength of an 
unicorn” (verse 22). It is generally 
agreed that the creature here meant 
is an extinct species of urus or ox, 
ntost nearly represented by the buf- 

falo of the present period. This 
gives the sentence, “He hath as it 
were the strength of a buffalo.” 

When God is in a church, what rug- 
ged strength, what massive force, 

what irresistible energy is sure to be 
there! And how untamable is the 
living force! Youn cannot yoke this 
buffalo to everybedy’s plough ; it has 
its own free way of living, and it acts 
after its own style. When the Lord 
is with a church her power is not in 
numbers, though very speedily she 
will increase; her power is not 
wealth, though God will take care that 
the money will come when it is need- 
ed; her power lies in God, and that 
power becomes irresistible, untam- 
able, unconquerable. 
The next result is safety. “Surely 

there is no enchantment against Ja- 
cob, neither is there any divination 
against Israel.” The presence of]. 
God quietly baffles all the attempts 
of the evil one. I have noticed, dear 

‘brethren, in this church, where we 
thaye had God’s presence in § great 
measure, that all around us people 
have gone off to this opinion, and to 
the other fancy, yet our members as 
rule have stood firm. Persons say to 
me, “Do you not sometimes answer 
the scepticisms of the day?’ I an- 
swer, No. They do not come in my 
way. “Do not modern opinions 
trouble your charch?’ They have 
{not done so. Why? Because God 
lis there, and spiritual life in vigoreus 

i exercise does not fall a victim to 
disease. 
Upon these words “there is no en- 

chantment against Jacob, no divina- 
ation against Israel,” suffer a few 
sentences. There are still a few 

FOOLISH PEOPLE 

in the world who believe in witch- 
craft and spells, but ye beloved, if 
you love the Lord, throw such non- 
sense to the winds. Do you not hear 
pecple talk about this being lucky 
and that unlucky? This notion is 
heathendish and unchristian. Never 
utter such nonsense. But even if 
there were such a thing as witchcraft 
and divination, if this house were full 

of devils and the air swarmed with 
invisible sprites of an evil sort, yet 
if we be the people of God, surely 
there is no enchantment against us. 
Divination cannot touch a child of 
God; the evil one is chained. Where- 
fore be of good courage; if God be 
for us, who can be against us? 
When God is with his people he 

will give them power of a destructive 
kind. Do not be frightened. Here 
ie the text for it: “Behold the peo- 
ple shall rise up as a great lion, and 
lift up himself as a a young lion” — 

that is, as a lion in the fulness of his 

vigor—“he shall not lie down until 
he eats of the prey, and drink the 
blood of the slain.” God has put in- 
to his church, when he is in it, a most 
wonderful destructive power as 
against spiritual wickedness. 
A healthy church killa exror, and 

tears in pieces evil. She lives in con- 
flict and victory; her mission is to 
destroy everything that is bad in the | °P 

land. See 

‘THE FIERCE DEVIL OF rcs 
y Heid it 

how it devours men! 
have been laboring 
they have done some 

leadeth me; He leadeth me,” and go 

ances | Tt down, it will be when tl 
entire church of God shall 
herself to protest against it. 
the strong lion rises up the 
of drunkenness shall fall before 

him. “He shall not lie down until 
he eat of the prey, and drink the 
blood of the slain.” I augur for the 
world the best results from a fully 
aroused church. If God be in her 
there is no evil which she cannot 
overcome. 

But now notice one thing in my 
text, and with that I close this de- 
scription. Where God is, we are 
told, “The shout of a kicg is among 
them.” What is the shout of a king ? 
When great commanders are known 
to have come into a camp what a 
thrill of joy it causes among their 
trusty warriors. “The king is come,” 
say they, and his presence kindles 
their enthusiasm till they make the 
hills ring again. You know how the 
stern Ironsides felt when Cromwell 
came along; every man was a hero 
when he led the way. They were 
ready for any adventure, no matter 
how difficult, as long as their great 
chief was there. That enthusiasm 
which was inspired ‘by Alexander, 
and by Napoleon, and by other great 
commanders, is the earthly image of 
the spiritual fervor felt by the.church 
when the Lord Jesus is in her midst. 

What next? When the king 
comes and they have received him 
with enthusiasm, he cries, “Now is 

the hour of battle:” and at once a 
shout goes up from his warriors who 
are eager for the fight. When a cian 
of Highlanders was led to the battle 
by their chief he had only to show 
them the enemy and with one tre- 
mendous shout they leaped upon 
them like lions. It is so with the 
people of God. My brethren, let us 
cry to God, entreating him te be 
among us. This it is that you want 
in your Sunday- -schools, in your mis- 

sion halls, in your street preaching, 
in your tract distributing; it is this 

that I want beyond everything when 
I have to speak to you in this vast 
house. If I could hear the sound of 
my Master's feet: behind me I would 
speak though I were lying upon the 
borders of the grave; but if God 
be gone I am bereft of power. 
What is the use of words without 
the Spirit? We might as well mut- 
ter to the whistling winds as preach 
te men without the Lord. O God, if 
Thou be with us then the shout of a 
King is among us, but without Thee 

we pine away. 

III. Thirdly, let us look at a very 
important point, and a very practical 

one t00 ; 

WHAT CAN BE DONE 

for the securing and preserving of the 
presence of God with the church? 
This is a matter that would require 
several sermons to discuss it fully; 
but I notice that there is something 
even in the conformation of a church 
to secure this. God is very tolerant, 
and he bears with many mistakes in 
his servants and yet blesses them; 
but depend upon it, unless a church 
is’ formed at the very outset upon 
scriptural principles and in God's own 
way, sooner or later all the mistakes 
of her constitution will turn out to 
be sources of weakness. Christ loves 

to dwell in a house whieh is built 
according to his own plans, and not 
according to the whims and fancies 
of men. The church ought not to 
set up as her authority the decrees 
of men, either living or dead; her 
ruler is Christ. Associations formed 
otherwise than according to Scripture 
must fail in the long ran. TI wish 
christians would believe this. 

Chillingworth said: “The Bible, 
and the Bible alone, is the religion 
of Protestants.” That is not true. 
Certain Protestants have tacked [0m 
many other things to the Bible: 
and they are suffering as the result of | 
their folly, for they cannot keep their 
church from becoming . Popish. 
Of course they cannot: they have ad- 
mitted s little leaven of Popery, and 
it will leaven the whole lump. The 
#, rot in one part, of the house will 
iad thisashonk the whole fabric 

sooner or later. Let us be careful to 
build on the f of Christ, and 
then let every man take heed how rr 

But next, God will only dwell with 
a church which is full of i The 
living God will not inhabit a dead 
charch. Hence the necessity of 
having really regenerated people as 
members of the church. We cannot 
secure th ry case with all our 

watching : 
TARES WILL GROW 

among the wheat. Bat if the ad- 
mission of unregenerate men is usual; 
and there are no restrictions, then 
the Lord will be grieved and leave 
us. God dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands; He dwells in liv: 
ing souls. Remember that text: 
“God is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living,” and it bears this 
sense among others, that He is not 
the God of a church made up of un- 

converted people. Oh, that we may 
all live unto God, and may that life 
be past all question. 
That being supposed, we next no- 

tice that to have God among us we 
must be full of faith. Unbelief 
gives forth such a noxious vapor 
that Jesus Himself could not stop 
where it was. His strength was 
paralyzed : “He could not do many 
mighty works there because of their 
unbelief.” Faith creates an atmos- 
phere ia which the Spirit of God can 
work ; meanwhile the Spirit of God 
Himself creates that faith, so that it 

is all of His own working from first 
to last. Brothers, sisters, do you be- 
lieve your God? Do you believe up 

to the hilt? Alas, too many only 
believe a little! But do you believe 
His every word? Do you believe 
his grandest promises? Ishe a real 

God to you, making his words into 
facts every day of your lives? Ifso, 
then the Lord is among us as in the 

holy place. Faith builds a pavilion 
in which her King delights to sit en- 

throned. 
With that must come prayer. 

Prayer is the breath of faith. I 
do not believe God will ever be long 
with a church that does not pray; and 
I feel certain that when meetings for 

prayer, when family prayer, when 
private prayer, when' any form of 
prayer comes to be at a discount, 
the Lord will leave the peuple to 
learn their weakness. Want of 
prayer cuts the sinews of the church 
for practical working; she is lame, 
feeble, impotent, if prayer be gene. 
Where prayer is fervent God is pres- 
ent. 

Lastly, when we have reached to 
that, let us have practical coneecra- 
tion. God will not dwell in a house 
which does not belong to him. No, 
the first thing with any one of us is 
to answer this question: Dost thou 
give thyself up to Christ, body, soul, 
and spirit, to live for him and to die 
forhim? Wilt thou give him all 

that thou hast of talent and ability, 
and substance, and time, and life it- 
self? Where there is a church made 
up of consecrated people, there God 
will remain, and there he will make 

a heaven below, and there the shout 

his strength shall be revealed, and 
there his glory shall be ceen even as 

itis beheld on high. The Lord send |; 
us this, for Jesus’ sake. Amen and |P 

Amen. 
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