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‘“ All at it, and always at it,” is the
charge against Baptists in regard to
the matter of baptism. Well, there
is more trath in this charge than there
i8 in nine tenths of the charges inade
against Baptists. All are at it, but
all are not always at it. The times,
however, in which each one takes a
hani in it, are not infrequent. The
newspapers keep up a lively fusillade ;
tracts, pamphlets, and books do their
part to keep up the discussion ; pri-
vate and public meetings give not a
little attention to the matter.

If, therefore, there is guilt in keep-
ing this subject awake the Baptists
are guilty. We frankly admit that,
were this ordinance treated as it
ought to be by all calling themselves
christians, more is said about it than
ought to be said. The rite is ele-
mentary in christian doctrines, and,
as first a principle should be left be-
hind by believers, as they advance in
knowledge and holiness, this ordin-
ance should be so treated.

Once Baptists on this Continent
were charged with giving themselves
and their fellow christians no rest in
the matter of soul-liberty—the right
for men to worship God as required
by their consciences. On this ques-
tion they kept their pens and tongues
in constant exercise, At length they
stopped ! Account forthis! Why did
they agitate the matter for a period
and then drop it? The explanation is

not far away. So long as they were:

fined, whipped and imprisoned for
loyalty to God and their consciences,
the world heard their protest against
the unholy teachings and practices of
denominant religious bodies ; and had
these bodies persisted in their unholy
ways and dogmas, the Baptists would
have kept things lively till the pre-
sent hour; but no sooner did the
persecutors stop their persecutions
than the Baptists stopped the discus-
sion of the question of liberty of con-
science. Now the Pedo-baptists ac-
knowledge that Baptists were right
and they were wrong, heuce the end
of the agitation. Simce, in these
Provinces, the last vestiges of church
and state have been swept away,
there has been no more general dis-
cussion of that subject. The princi-
ple advocated by Baptists has been
adopted and their work is at an end.
In the light of these kindred facts we
ask why the ventilation of the ordin-
ance of Baptism is not allowed to
end ? The answer to this is found in
..~ one of the charges made against Bap-

tiggs. “You” say the Pedobaptists to
' the Baptist, “ make too much of bap-

tism.” No, friends, we cease not to

discuss it because you make too much

of it. You JRomanists, Ritualists

and Campbellites say thae it has

largely to do in the salvation of the

soul. Baptists say that is rank

heresy, a deluding, soul-destroying

doctrine. You Presbyterians say it

is for believers and for their infants.
Baptist say that it is for believers
but not for their infants, no warrant
being found in God’s word, either in
precept or example, for this dootrine.
You Methodists and KEpiscopalians
say that it is for all children. Bap-
tists say that it is the teaching of man

===

and not of God. All you Pedobap-
tists say sprinkling is baptism. Bap-
tists say that is a man-dogma and
not a Bible-dogma.

Now so soon as baptismal heresies
are all dead and buried, Baptists will
cease to discuss the subject beyond
what is required in giving the whole
truth to the world and in building up
believers in the faith of the gospel.
Until this comes to pass no hope can
be held out to our Pedo-baptist breth-
ren that any falling off can be ex-
pected in the zeal and industry now
characterizing the discussion of the
subject among Baptists.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

A VISIT TO TANCOOK.

About a year ago we gave our
readers a sketch of the Baptist
church at Tancook, Lunenburg
County. Since the early part of last
January Mr. Asaph Whitman, Licen-
tiate, has been laboring with the
church. No sooner had his labors
begun than God began to revive bis
work. Most interesting daily meet-
ings were held through the winter
and early part of spring. A few
weeks ago the daily meetings were
discontinued and the church fell
back upon its usual services. We
received an invitation to visit the
church and administer the rite of
baptism to the converts. To this
request we gladly responded. A five
hours sail, under a stiff breeze from
the north, on board Bro. Slaua-
white’s vessel, took us to the desired
harbor. Our happy lot was to be
cared for in the family of Deacon
Caleb Heisler. This pleasant jour-
ney was made on Saturday the 14th
inst.

On going to the meeting house on
Sunday morning at 9 e’clock we
found the church engaged in a large
devotional meeting, At 10 o’clock
this meeting closed, and the congre-
gation descended the gentle hill and
assembled on the well-gravelled
beach. We hazard the assertion that
between Florida and Cape Race no
spot more inspiring and grandly
beautiful could be found for adminis-
tering the ordinance of baptism.
The congregation was large. It was
somew hat swelled by the people who
had come from the main land. The
morning wae delightfully fine and
warm for the middle of April. The
point of view commanded Chester
Basin and its beautiful islands. For-
ty-seven persons, mostly young, were
baptized. The sermon in the morn-
ing reminded all the baptized of the
pledges and obligations involved in
the rite. At the close of the sermon
three persons effered themselves to
the church for membership after
baptism. These, together with two
others, were baptized at 5 o’clock in
the afternoon. At the close of the
evening's service the Lord’s Supper
wae administered.

On Monday evening a large con-
gregation assembled to hear a lecture
on the Telugu mission. Before the
lecture commenced the church had a
meeting and received seven young
men for the ordinance of baptism.
These were baptized on Tuesday
morning at 10 o’clock. In all there
were fifty-nine (569) baptized.

At the close of the lecture on mis-
sions a collection was taken, and
seventeen ($17.00) dollars, including
a small sum given afterwards, was
contributed to that object.

On Tuesday evening a meeting of
the church was convened for the pur-
pose of engaging Bro. Whitman for
a further term of service. Oar Bro.
has engaged to remain with the
church for six months lenger. A
permanent pastorate would be pre-
ferable.

On Tuesday we visited Ironbound
—an island three miles from Tan-
cook—on which the lighthouse is
kept by Bro. Edward Young. The
benevolence of this Bro. should be
known to the churches. The meet-
ing house at Mahone Bay unfortuna-
tely became embarrassed with a debt
of over $3,000. The mortgage was
not in Baptist hands. He advanced
$3,200, and received a transfer of
the mortgage. Now, while the
church is struggling to support a
minister, our Bro. does not exact the
interest. He has also given $100,
towards the Baptist Book Roem in
Halifax.

Thursday we enjoyed on the

of Bro. Isnor's vessel. We were on
our way from Tancook in the early
morning to take the coach at Ches-
ter; and falling in with this brother
on the Chester Basin were taken on
board and landed safely in Halifax
about sunset. We were well reward-
ed in every way .for the visit to
Tancook.

THE UPPER PROVINCES.

The Baptist Year Book for Ontar-
io, Quebec and Manitoba, for 18883,
contains 120 pages and is sold at 10
cents a copy. Itis produced at this
small cost because it devotes consid-
erable space to advertising notices
for the general trade. It is illustrat-
ed with cnts of the Baptist Mission
House and Chapel at Cocanada, In-
dia, and also a cut of the Mission
beat “Cocanada.”

It contains the minutes of the

meeting for the reorganization of
the Baptist Union of Canada and a
copy of the constitution adopted. The
Union is narrow and one-sided in its
provisions. It reaches West but
ignores the Kast, and is in no true
sense a Dominion organization as its
name would seem to imply. It
might have been made to take in all
the Baptists from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, and under its general
constitution there would, we believe,
be no objection to such a consumma-
tion. In some way the Baptists of
the Dominion ought to be pulling
more together. Hon. Chancellor
Boyd is president of the Union and
Rev. Robert Cameron, M. A. is sec-
retary. The next meeting of this
body is proposed to be held in Brant-
ford, Ontario, sometime next month.
The minutes of the Regular Bap-
tist Missionary Convention of On-
tario are given. Its president is
Thomas Lailey, Ksq., and its secre-
tary Dr. Davidson. This Cenven-
tion does the Home Mission work
for the Province, which amounted to
$5990.30, leaving an indebtedness of
$1900.44.
The Canada Baptist Missionary
Convention, East, is presided over
by L. H. Packard, Esq., and Rev,
Dr. Clarke is Secretary. This Con-
vention spent $1734.64 in Heéme
Mission work, and represents a debt
of $202.50.

The Regular Baptist Missionany
Convention of Manitoba and the
North West has as president R. S.
Chalmers, Esq., and as correspond-
ing secretary J. W. Whitman, KEsq.
This Convention, as yet, is unable
financially to do much for Home
Mission work. The Home Mission
Board of the Maritime Provinces has
engaged to render some assistance.

The Regular Baptist Foreign
Missionary Society of Ontario and
Quebec is presided over by T. S.
Shemston, KEsq., and Rev. James
Coutts is Secretaay. It emplops the
following missionaries in India, viz:
Rev. Mr. Timpany at Cocanada,
Rev. Mr. Currie at Tuni, Rev. Mr.
Craig at Akidu, Rev. Mr. McLaurin
at Samulcotta, and Miss Frith. The
receipts of the Society last year were
$10,796.75, leaving a deficit of $900.

In addition to this general Society
the women have two Societies, one
for Ontario and one for the Conven-
tion East which are deing good work.
The former Society raised $3548.62,
and had a balance on hand at the
close of the year of $1546.34. The
latter received $1376.16, and a bal-
ance on hand at the close of the year
of $294.12.

The Grand Ligne Mission reports
substantial progress. Rev. A, A.
Munroe is president and Joseph
Richards sec-treasurer.

To the edueational exhibits of the
Upper Provinces we shall return
next week, and be able to show that
in these, as well as in missionary
work, they are making rapid and
stable progress.
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A parAL bull was issued January
Tth, 1450, A. D., authorizing the
founding of Glasgow University ;
now John Bright, the great states-
man and Quaker is its Lord Reetor.
He, a short time ago, addressed the
2000 students studying under its roof.
Some of them hissed when he told
them that nearly four-fifths of the
population of that commercial capital

dwell in one er two mnﬁr each

Ter Sunday-Closing Act in Scot~
land reduced the liquor sales twenty-
one per cent.

Tae religious interest in the
churches in Boston and New England
generally gains in breadth and inten-
sity.

As the time for the Bible meeting
in Saratoga draws near, the discussion
of the subject becomes intensely
warm.

TaEe wave of spiritual blessings, se
general in the United States, has
been felt for the last two months in
the State of Delaware,

I~ 1790 one thirteenth of the popu-
lation of the United States lived in
cities ; now nearly one fourth make
their homes where formerly only one
thirteenth lived.

Tae Canadian Baptist thinks it
is wrong for the Baptists of Nova
Scotia to take money for their Col-
lege from the government hand-in-
hand with the Roman Catholics.

Tar Princess Louise had an alarm
on the 26th of March, at Bermuda.
She was awakened in the night by
saffocation from smoke. Help was
soon on hand and the fire extinguish-
ed without any serious injury.

WE regret to learn that Rev. Dr.
Spinney, of Burlington, Iowa, has
beenill. His church has generously
provided him an assistant, so that
hereafter he will be partially re-
lieved from duties that have been
too onerous.

Tae United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ire'and license 180,000
places for the sale of strong drink.
In 1876 the expense for liquor was
£4. Us per head ; In 1882 it was £3.
11s. 7d. A hopeful falling off in the
use of liquid fire.

Tae Rev. Timothy Harley speaks
plainly to his English brethren on the
communion question. He contrasts
the strength and progress of Baptist
principles in America with a loose
state of things in England. Mr.
Harley is the successor of the late
Baptist Noel.

'Tag Rev. A. H. Munro, so well and
favorably known in the Dominion, is
invited to several churches in the
United States. He intends to leave
Montreal about the first of mnext
month. We shall regret the loss of
Mr. Munro to the Baptists of Canada,
should he decide to make his home
across the borders.

WE are in receipt of the Annual
Catalogue of the Richmond Institute
under the presidency of C. H. Corey,
D.D. He is assisted by three gen-
tlemen graduates of Colleges, one of
whom, like the president, received
his college course at Acadia, and two
lady assistants. In the regular
course of instruction there are 41
students, and 90 in the preparatory
department. This School is doing
excellent work, and lives in the affec—
tions of those whom it is lifting into
the dignity of a cultured christian
life.

Wallace, A. M., will, with the begin-
ning of next month, begin his agency
in behalf of this School, seeking to
raise funds for providing for a per-
manent location and buildings, and
also students. We bespeak for him
a cordial reception by all our church-
es. It is a matter of honest pride
that success in the N, B. Seminary
hasin no way injured the Academies
at Wolfville as some feared for they
are unusually prosperous. We are
in both provinces co-workers in edn-
cational work, and will, we believe,
only call forth one another to love
and good works in the wide field
Providence has committed to our
eare.

HOW I READ THE BIBLE

e ———

BY JOHN, THE BLACKSMITH.

No. 6.

Cain, the murderer, managell to
get a wife. Wouldn’'t the gossip
about that courtship and marriage
make a precious volume? Well it
does not exist. The pity is that all
gessip had not found an early grave.
Only a few steps are taken in follow-
ing the stream of this wicked man’s
descendants: Cain, Enoch, Irad,
Mahujael, Mathusael, Lamech, and
Jabal. Here the succession is cut
short. At the point where it comes
to an end, is a good place to stand
a few minutes and cogitate. Well
here we are, where the rapidly en-
larging stream of Cain’s posterity
plunges into the darkness, te be lost
to sight forever! I shall keep a
bright look out for any future refer-
ence to this disgraced branch of the
original family. But here is Lamech
with two wives—Adah and Zilla.
Adah has two sons, Jabal and Jubal.
Zilla has a daughter, Naamah and a
son, Tubal-Cain. Jabal we leave
sitting in the door of his tent, look-
ing out upon his herds and flocks,
grazing on the hill sides, and in the
meadows, and . giving orders for
striking the tents and moving the
encampment away to better well
watered and unfed pastures. Across
the bright visions of the future lay
the dark disgrace that his ancestor
was the first murderer. Poor Jabal,
you find the sins of the father’s visit-
ed upon their children to the third
and fourth generations.
We bid adieu to Jubal in a very dif-
ferent employment. He issitting un-
der a tree, now blowing his flute, and
now fingering his harp. The bewitch-
ing, wild music drives the dark tradi-
tion of murder from the minds of
the romping, dancing groups of young
men and maidens, made merry by
the strains of wind and stringed in-
struments, of which the patriarch
Jubal was the inventor. Happy old
Jubal! A favored lot was thine.
Music of cat-gnt and reed came 1o
the world through thee! Thy pos-
terity disappeared at an early day,
but the flute and harp are still play-
ed; and, so long as they endure, thy
name will be mentioned.

But we must not forget to take
our leave of Tubal-Cain. He wipes
the dirty sweat from his {face with

family. :

»\»\ﬁ—‘\\.‘

to your spinning, Naamah, -ang y;,
ten to the swaggering utteranceg of
your old father -Lamech. B;
and manslaughter have awakened gy
genius of poetry in the old myy,
natare. The first song is o be Sung,
Adah and Zilla must listen to g
poetic effusion of their redouty,
husband. Listen, then, O ye Wives,
sons and daughter. Here is the pre.
cious bit of ancient poetry :— :

‘‘Adah and Zillah, hear my voice ;" .
“Wives of Lamech, give ear to my wopq
“For I have slain a man for my wound,”
“And a young man for my hurt,”

“For seven fold should Cain be avengeq”
“And Lamech seventy and seven.”

Good bye, you boasting oid mormop,
murderer and poet. Good bye Ajgy
and Zilla. Your condition and g,
cumstances are unpromising. Ty,
boys that suck the wolf will ‘
be wolfish. Thisis abad start
an old patriarch to.give his family,
Sympathy in the hearts of Adah gaq
Zilla for these sentiments makes
dark outlook for posterity. Tpy
wild beast, to which Jehovah pointed
bis finger, and over which he exhor,.
ed Cain to rule, is lurking about the
‘doors of his descendants. He hag g.
ready made his victims. Ha
parentage makes haughty descend.
ants. Vices of every kind will floy
on through the veins of sons apf
daughters. Glory in shame indicates
hereditary help, added to the direg
means of education. Cain wy
avenged seven fold, but old Lamec
was avenged seventy and seven fold,
The tiger is seventy and seven time
fiercer in Lamech’s breast than ke
was in the breast of Cain, removed
in the line of ancestry butfive steps
from this poetic braggart.
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For the Visitor. ¢
THE GROWTH OF THE CHRISTIAN.

BY @. E. G. f“Sor

The plant that has proper soil, rain :::‘:
and sun, will grow. The laws of it I
organization are such that it mutfill,

grow when the condition of thes
laws are fulfilled. So it is with the
christian life. There must be growt
when the laws of the christian li
are fulfilled. The soul that feeds
upon Christ must develop in all the
beauty of a christian life. ‘
The leanness and barrenness of the
christian is due to his not feeding
upon Christ. Jesus is the bread df
life. He is that which sustains th
inner life of the soul. In attempt
ing to live upon anything else the
christian robs his own soul. Hed
80 robs God of strength and ability
to do faithful work for Him. The
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stewart, who by a course of living rgz
unfits himself for the right and faith = =
ful performance of his stewartshipi .
not only injures himself, but robs hifgll . =
master of abilities- to do his workig =~
gives to his master but half the retufiy . ol
he should and could give if he huij.
lived as he ought. So the christisngil,
by not regularly and faithfally dravi pe
ing nutriment from the Savioujy .
dwarfs his powers so that he cantoii, =
but render te God, his master, the e ks
turns of a life partly given to ch '_ t of
tian work. Such a christian life i ..

’

morhg, Tubal-Caig, and put a stop

: injuriousto the cause of religion, il .
Tae Report of the Board of llx)x(s) o;o:‘:y;::n:;ﬁtzksag; g;ﬁdby?rt:b::f jurious to the best interests of Jesu ,:::t;
School Trustees of St. John, for Cain, that your lot is here ;mi d the|iDjurious to the highest aims of oo
1883, has j}lst been issued. This hissing blasts of the smeltipg farnace, achri.stiau. d be
Board sustains 78 sehools‘, and re-| 3.t ringing anvils of brass work- It is strange that men redeeméiggg =
ports marked improvment in methods| .o 004 yeon o Oh no, says by the blood of Jesus, and made he vas,
and work done. John Bennet, Esq., Tuabal-Cain, this makes m;n ;f us. | of eternal life, and needing food . :
the superintendent, has, through Sauntering about among sheep, longing to, or pertaining to this ¢ feat
sickness, been unable to attend to his goats and cattle or tinkering flutes should be so uawilling to partakeOig ;
duties, and these have been dis-| - harps hias no charms for me. 1f that heavenly food prepared for theigih) .-
charged by the secretary, John|y.4 o1 003 Jubal find any pleasure or in such freeness and frequentness "in
March, Esq. A new school building profit in those things they are wel- to insare strength, spiritually 00
is to be erected on Brussels St. ad- come to them ; but as for me, there is morally sufficient to do faithful W¢
joiniog the Baptist ohurch. The Re- | ohing Jike iron and brass. Well | for their Saviour. - he en
port contains much data for profit-| . 190ks like election to earthly In Jesus' sre stored all that 1s gy Th
able comparisons and reflection, callings. Jabal will not smelt or|ce8eary for the full development of Sy ;)
among which are the facts in relation |, o iron; and Tubal-Cain wifi | cbristian life. In Jesus man oan Sggy of ¢
to the neglect of so many parents to not work at the forge. Every one | 30 overcomer of the world, the f b the
avail themselves of the free advan_|, 'y.o calling, and a calling for every and the devik” Inno other wa;' y t
tages the schools provide for obtain—| "o Tho quck to the wdter. the |80 other power, through o ofl " a
ing a liberal education. The time| o liow to the air, the blacksmith to | ™¢A0S 6an men conquer the foes ity a
has come, we believe, for the adop- his forge, and Johx’l' must bid good hear Jesus say, “Well done good
tion of a mild compulsory clause in bye to the children of Cala and get faithful servant.”
our school law. : JWIYY to his work. . : — lov
Tux Baptist Seminary. is receiving | Sarrounded with these three sons,| TgE attention of all who st
new students and will close a most|and daughter, Naamah, and his two |, ¢ renewed their subscriptiotf® el
successful year. Arrangements are|wives, Adah and Zilla, the old patri- for thi : ted. Ol o i
being made which we trust will large- | arch, Lamech, breaks the silence in T thls year 18 requested. i
ly inorease its efisieacy. A boarding |making his boast of an act. of stare.| !7T8 a7¢ Two Dollars a yo' (g 1
house adapted to accommodate both | ling wickedness, Throw down your advance. Pleq:e remit.
male and female students is being|flute, Jubal; come away from the|Who Owe on former years
secured, and other changes in the line | bellowing cows and bulls, and bleat— | e8pecially exhorted to pay, "I
of increased efficiency will be an-|ing sheep, Jabal; cease your ham-|save us the burden of earry/Guupery

a large indebtedness.
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