* LUTHER'S PSALM.

——

(Carlyle’s Translation.

A safe stronghold our God is still,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He'll help us clear from all the il
That hath us now o'ertaken,

The ancient Prince of Hell,

Hath risen with purpose fell;
Strong mail of craft and power
He weareth in this hour,

On earth is not his fellow.

With force of arms we nothing can,
Full soon were we down-ridden ;
But for us fights the proper Man,
Whom God himself hath bidaen,
Ask ye, Who is this same ¢

Christ Jesus is his name,

The Lovd Zebaoth's Son,

He and no other one

Shall conquer in the battle.

And were this world all devils o’er
And watching to devour us,

We lay it not to heart so sore,

Not they can overpower us.

And Jet the Prince of 111

Look grim as ¢’er he will,

He harms us not a whit,

For why? His doom is writ,

A word shall quickly slay him.

God’s Word, for all their craft and force,
One moment will not linger,

But spite of hell,shall have its course,
*Tis written by His finger.

And though they take our life,

Goods, honor, childien, wife,

Yet is their profit small;

These things shall vanish all,

The City of God remaineth.

Visitor Pulpit.

(Continued.)
BAPTISMAL REGENERATION.

A Sermon Delivered June 5th, 1864, by the
Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.

PART II.

We ourselves are not dubious on
this point, we protest that persons
are not saved by being baptized. In
such an audience as this, I am almost
ashamed to go into the matter, be-
cause you surely know better than to
be misled. Nevertheless, for the
good of others we will drive at it.
We hold that persons are not saved
by baptism, for we think, first of all,
that it seems out of character with
the spiritual religion which Christ
came to teach, that he should make
salvation depend upon mere eere-
mony. Judaism might possibly ab-
sarb the ceremony by way of type
into her ordinances essential to cter-
nal life ; for it was a religion of types
and shadows. The false religions of
the heathen might inculcate salva-
tion by a physical process, but Jesus
Christ claims for bis faith that it is
purely spiritual, and how could he
connect regeneration with a peculiar
application of aqueous fluid ? I can-
not see how it weul1 be a spiritual
goepel, but 1 can see how it wouid
be mechanical, if I were sent forth to
teach that the mere dropping of so
many drops upon the brow, or even
the plunging a person in water could
save the soul. This seems to me to
be the most mechanical religion now
existing, and te be on a par with the
praying windmills of Thibet, or the
climbing up and down of Pilate’s
staircase to which Luther subjected
himeelf in the days of his darkness.
The operation of water-baptism does
not appear even to my faith to touch
the point involved in the regeneration
of the soul. What is the necessary
cennection between water and the
overcoming of sin? I cannot see any
connection which can exist between
spripkling, or immersion, and regen-
eratien, so that the one shall necess-
arily be tied to the other in the ab-
sence of faith. Used by faith, had
God commanded it, miracles might
be wrought; but without faith or
even consciousness, as in the case
of babes, how can spiritual benefits
be connected necessarily with the
sprinkling of water? If this be your
teaching, that regeneration goes with
baptism, I say it looks like the teach-
ing of a spurious Church, which has
craftily invented a mechanical salva-
tion to deceive ignorant, sensual, and
grovelling minds, rather than the
teaching of the most profoundly
spiritual of all teachers, who rebuked
Scribes and Pharisees for regarding
outward rites as more unporug!‘m?
inward grace. '

Baut it strikes me that a more forc-
ible argument is that the dogma is
not supportii by facts. Are all per-
sons who are baptized children of
God ? Well, let us look at the divine
family. Let us mark their resem-
blance to their glorious Parent! Am
I untrathfal if I say that dlam

of thote who were baptized in their,
infancy are now in_ our gaols? You

. | exemplary christians, and the god-

Do you believe that these men, many
of whom have been living by plunder,
felony, burglary, or forgery, are re.
generate 2 If so, thov Lord deliver
us from such regeneration. Are these
villaine members of Christ? If so,
Cbrist has sadly altered since ‘the
day when he was holy, harmless, un-
defiled, veparate from sinners. Has
he really taken baptized drunkards
and harlots to be members- of his
body ? Do you not revolt at the sup-
position? It is a well-known fact
that baptized persons have been
hanged. Surely it can Lardly be
right to hang the inheritors of the
kingdom of heavem! Our sheriffs
have much to answer for when “they
officiate at the execution of the child-
reo of God, and suspend the members
of Christ on the gallows! What a
detestable farce is that which is trans-
acted at the open grave, when a “dear
brother” who has died drunk is buried
in a “sure and certain hope of the re-
surrection to eternal life,” and the
prayer that “when we shall depart this
life we may rest in Christ, as our
hope is that this our brother doth.”
Here is a regenerate brother, who
having defiled the village by constant
uncleanness and bestial drunkenness,
died without a sign of repentance,
and yet the professed minister of God
sclemnly accords him funereal rites
which are denied to unbaptized inne-
cents, and puts the reprobate into the
earth in “sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life.” If old
Rome in her worst days ever perpe-
trated a grosser piece of imposture
than this, I do not read things aright;
if it does not require a Luther to cry
down this hypocrisy as much as
Popery ever did, then I do not even
know that twice two makes four.
Do we find—we who baptize on pro-
fession of faith, and baptize by im-
mersion in a way which is eonfessed
to be correct, though not allowed by
some to be abgolutely necessary as to
its validity—do we who baptize in
the name of the sacred Trinity as
others do, do we find that baptism
regenerates ? We do not. Neither
in the righteous nor the wicked do
we find regeneration wrought by
baptism. We have never met with
one believer, however instructed in
divine things, who could trace his re-
generation to his baptism; and on
the other hand, we confess it with
sorrow, but still with no surprise,
that we have seen those whom we
have ourselves baptized, according to
apostolic precedent, go back into the
world and wander inte the foulest
sin, and their baptism has scarcely
been 80 much as a restraint to them,
because they have not believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Factg all show
that whatever good there may be in
baptism, it certainly dees not make
a man “a member of Christ, the child
of God, and an inheritor of the king»
dom of heaven,” or else many thieves,
whoremongers, drunkards, fornica-
tors, and murderers, are members of
Christ, the childrea of God, and in-
heritors of the kingdom of heaven.
Facts, brethren, are dead against this
Popish doctrine ; and facts are stub-
borm things.

Yet further, I am persuaded that
the preformance styled baptism by
the Prayer Book is not at all likely
to regenerate and save. How is the
thing done? One is very curious to
know when one hears of an operation
which make men members of Christ,
children of God, and inheritors of the
kingdom of heaven, how the thing is
done. It must in itself be a holy
thing truthful in all its details, and
edifying in every portion. Now, we
will suppose we have a cempany
gathered around the water, be it
more or less, and the process of re-
generation is about to be performed.
We will suppose them all to be godiy
people. The clergyman officiating is
a profound believer in the Lord
Jesus, and the father and mother are

fathers and godmothers are all grac-
ious persens. We will suppose this
—it is a supposition fraught with
charity, but it may be correct. What
are these godly people supposed to
say?  Let us look at the Prayer
Book. The clergyman is supposed
te tell these people, “Ye have heard
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For the best-born infant on earth

trauth in all their ways and words.

doing all this at the command of

of the darkness of Popery; but

How dare  iutelligent believers
Christ to utter words which th

most mnly keep hd peﬂomwhim-
fore, after this promise made by
Christ, this infant must uhblﬁthtnl-
ly, for his part, promise by you that |h
are his sureties (until he come of age
to take it upon himself) t,hut’*ke will
renounce the devil and all his works,
and constantly believe God's holy,
Word, and obediently keep his com—
is to
promise to do this, or more truly
others are to take upon themselves
'to promise, and even wvow that he
But we must not break
and therefore et ns
“I  demand
therefore, dost thou, in the name of
this child, renounce the devil and all
his works, the vain pomp and glory
of the world, with all covetous desires
of the same, and the carnal desires of
not
follow, nor be led by them ?’ An-
- That
is to say, on the name and behalf of

these godly people, these enlightened
christian people, these who know bet-
ter, who are not dupes, who know ail
the while that they are promising im-
possibilities—renounce on behalf of
this child what they find it very bard
to renounce for themselves—“all
covetous desires of the world and the
carnal desires of the flesh, so thoy
will not follow nor be led by them.” Phonest man lament, that ever God’s
How can they harden their faces to
utter such a false promise, such a
mockery of renunociation before the
presence of the Father Almighty?
weep a8 they
promise uttered ?
Then in the presence of high heaven
they profess on behalf of this child
that he steadfastly - believes the
creed, when they know or might
judge that the
little creature is not yet a satead-
fast believer in anything, much less
in Christ’s going down into hell.
Mark, they do not say merely that the
babe shall believe the creed, but they
affirm that he does, for they answer
in the child’s name, “All this I stead-
Not we steadfastly
believe, but Z, the little baby there
unconscious of all their professions
and confessions of faith. In answer
to the question, “Wilt thou be bap-
tized in this faith?” they reply for
“That is my desire.”

Surely the infant has no desire in the
matter, or at least, no one has been
authorized to declare any desires on
for
then these godly, intelligent people
next promise on the behalf of the in-
fant, that “he shall obediently keep
all God’s holy will and command-
ments. and walk in the same all the
Now, I ask you,
dear friends, you who know. what
true religion means, can you walk
commandments
yourseives ? Dare you make this day
that you
would renounce the devil and all his
works, the pomps and vanities of this
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts
Dare you, before God
You
desire such holiness, you earnestly
strive after it, but you look fer it
from Ged’s promise, not from. your
If you dare make such vows
I doubt your knowledge of your own
hearts and the spirituality of God’s|

Bat even if you do this for
yourself, would yeu venture to make

Come, brethren, what say you? Is
not your reply ready and plain?
There is not room for two opinions
among meun determined to observe

can understand a simple, ignorant
rustic, who has never learned to read,

priest and under the eye of a squire.
I can even understand persons doing
this when the Reformation was in its
dawn, and men had newly crept out

eannot understand gracious, godly
people, standing at the font to insult
the all-gracious Father with vows
and promises framed upon a fiction,
and involving practical falséhood.
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utterance of such false pre
untrathful vows. My brethren, ‘ou
it not strike you that declarasic
fictitions are not likely ulwmv
ed with\a new birth wrought by the
Spirit of trath ?

I have not done with tl\il point, I
must take another case, and suppose
the sponsors and others to be ungod-
ly, and this is no hard supposition, |
for in many cases we know that god-
fathers and parents have no more
thought of religion than that idelat-
rous hollowed stone around which
they gather. When these sinners
have taken their places what are they
about to say ? Why, they are about
te make the solemn vows [ have al-
ready recounted in your hearing!
Totally irmaligions they are, but yet
they promise for the ‘baby what they
never did, and never thought of do-
ing for themselves—they promise on
behalf of this child, “that he will re-
nounce the devil and all his works,
and constantly believe God’s holy
Word, and obediently keep his com-
mandments.” My brethren, do not
think I speak severely here. Really
I think there is something here to
make mockery for devils. Let every

Church should tolerate such a thing
as this, and that there should be
found gracious people who will feel
grieved because I, in all kindness of
heart, rebuke the atrocity. Unre-
generate siamners promising for a poor
babe that he shall keep all God’s holy
commandments which they them-
selves wantonly break every day!
How gat anything but the longsuffer-
ing God endure this? What! not
speak against it? The very stones
in the street might cory out against
the infamy of wicked men and wo-
men promising that another should
renounce the devil and all his werks,
while they themselves serve the devil
dnd do his works with greediness !
As a climax te all this, [ am asked
to believe that God accepts that wic-
ked promise, and as the result of
it, regenerates that child. You can.
not believe in regeneration by this
operation, whether saints or sinners
are the performers. Take them to
be godly, then they are wrong for do-
ing what their conscience must con-
demn ; view them as ungodly, and
they are wrong for promising what
they know they cannot perform ; and
in neither case can God accept sach
worship, much less infallibly append
regeneration to such a baptism a8

this.

5 PART III.

But you will say “Why do you cry
out against it?” I ery out against it
because I believe that baptism does
not save the soul, and that the preach-
ing of it has a wrong and evil influ-
ense upon men. We meet with per-
sons, who, when we tell them that
they must be born again, assure us
that they were born again when they
were baptized. The number of these
persons is increasing, fearfully in-
creasing, until all grades of society
are mislead by this belief. How can
any man stand up in his pulpit and
say “Ye must be born again” to his
congregation, when he has already as-
sured them, by his own“unfeigned ag-
sent and consent” to it, that they are
themselves, every one of them, bormn
-again in baptism. What is he to do
with them? Why, my dear friends, the
gospel then has no voice; they have
rammed this ceremony down its
throat and it cannot speak to rebuke
sin. ‘The man who bas been baptized
or sprinkled says, “I am saved, I am
a member of Christ, a child of God,
and an inheritor of the kingdom of
beaven. 'Who are you, that you
should rebuke me? Call me to re-
pentance ? Call me to a new life?
What better life can I have? forI
am & member of Christ—a part of
Christ’s body. What! rebuke me # I

?
?

1

1

walk and conversation is, I am a child

am a child of God. Cannot you see
it in my face? No matter what my
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worst of ills? If I lma‘ her not
W G ot 1" ‘Biﬁcﬂ‘ﬁh
here, but loving Eongland, I eannot
and dare not; and having soon to
render an account before my God,
whose servant I hope I am, I must
free myself from this evil as well as
from every cther, or else on my head
may be the doom of souls.

Here let me bring in another point.
It is a most fearful fact, that in no
age since the Reformation has Popery
made such fearful strides in England
as during the last few years. I had
oomfombly believed that Popery
was enly feeding itself upon foreign.
subscriptions, upon a few titled per-
verts, and imported monks and nuns.
I dreamed that its progress was not
real. In faot, I have often smiled at
the alarm of many of my brethren at
the progress of Popery. But, my
dear friends, we have been mistaken,
grievously mistaken, If you will
read a yaluable paper in the maga-
zine called “Christian Work,” those
of you who are not acquainted with
{it will be perfectly startled with its
revelations. This great city is now
covered with a network of monks,
and priests, and sisters of mercy, and
the conversions are not made by ones
or twos, but by scores, till England
is being regarded as the most hope-
ful spot for Romish missionary enter-
prise in the whole world ; and at the
present moment there is not a mission
which is succeodmg snythmg like the
extent which, the English mission is.
I covet not their money, I despise
their sophistries, but I marvel at the
way in which they gain their funds
for the erection of their ecclesiasti-
cal buildings. It really is 4n alarm-
ing matter to see so many of our
countrymen going off to that super—
stition which as a nation we once re-
jeoted, amd which it was supposed
we should never again receive.
Popery is making advances such as
you would never believe, though a
spectator should tell it to you. Close
to your very doors, perhaps even in
your own houses, you may have evi-
dence ere long of what a march Ro-
manism is making. And to what is
it to be described ? I say, with every
ground of probability, that there is
no marvel that Popery should in-
crease when yon have two things to
make it grow: first of all,the falsehood
of thoss who' profess 4 faith which
they do not believe, which is quite con-
trary to the honesty of the Romanist,
who does through evil report and
‘good report holds his faith ; and then
you have, secondly, this form of error
known as baptismal regeneration, and
commonly called Puseyism, which is
not only Puseyism, but Church-of
Englandism,becaunse it is in thePrayer

ration preparing stepping-stones to
make it easy for men to go to Rome.

whether it is to believe in the sacred- |
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Book, as plainly as words can express
it—you have this baptismal regene-

I Lave but te open my eyes a little to
forsee Romanism rampant every-
where in the future, since its germs
are spreading everywhere in the pre-
sent. In one of our courts of legis-
latore but last Tuesday, the Lord
‘Chief Justic showed his superstiton,
by speaking of ‘“the risk of the cal-
amity of children dying unbaptized !” |
Among Dissenters you see a venera.
tion for Atructures, a modified belief
in the sacredness of places, which is
all idolatry; for to believe in the|
sacredness of anything but of God|
and of his own Word, is to idolize|

ness of the men, the priests, or in the
sacredness of the bricks and mortar,
orof the fine linen, or what not,
which you may use in the worship ef
Godi I see this coming up' every-
where—a belief in ceremony, a rest-|
ing in' ceremony, a veneration for
altars, fonts and churches—a venera-
tion 80 profound that we must nof | muuss:
venture upon a remark, or straight-|°*

'way of sinners we are chief.| =
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pits into blads.” It were well if he
but rouse our hearts to action,
want Luther to tell men the tryg
mistakably, in lolul} phme
velvet has got. iltp,mlr mir
mouths of late, but we must
ourselves of soft raiment, aa
must be spoken, and nothing |
truth ; for of all the lies which },
druzged millions down te hell, I ¢
upon this as being one of the o,
atrocious—that in a Progeg
Church there should be found
who swear that baptism saves
soul. Call a man . a Baptist, o
Pmbytenan, or a Diuenter, or
Churchman, that is nothing to me
if he says that baptism saves the g
out upon him, out upon him, he s
what God never taught, what {
Bible never laid down, and wi
never ought to be maintained
men who profess that the Bible,
the whole Bible, is the religion
Protestantu.'

(Concluded next week.)
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