
bry 
from eg css oe oi 

pte ee ce 
pguish deep, and dark and w 

» no more on earth to prize, 
took my child, my ¢ arlin 
byes sho SIENENE SH anes 
ywaves of 80 

is the Master, thus He willer®. 
0 the mother holds her peace. 

Jo plucked that Bowe r, my darling chil,” 
other says in Bape grief. 
was my light, my life, my joy, 
e's nothing now can bring relief.” 

lo, there shines from heaven a light 
sees, and all her sorrows cease. 
the Master; al] is right; 
lo, the mother her peace. 

[y Jo plucked that flower, to us so sweet; 
Christian, why the question press, 
e1y SOTTOW We AY meet, 

d bless the Lord our Righteousness. 

Master gave, the Master takes, 

hare the stewards of his grace. 
garden of our joys he makes, 

““Rilkpiucks the flowers; we hold our peace. 
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\PTER XIV. Omnis RELIGIONS. 

hh former times the Ch 

ger called Shang-ti, ; majesty of 
ven. 1t was almost pare nature 
nhip. The priests pretended them, | 
bey do now, to foretell events and 

miracles by the aid of the gods 
in this way they held astrong i in 

hice over the people. 
ith the coming of ¢ 

ling bes is 3 wit! 
§Chinese were ta 

excellence and 80 gain merit 
pughout hfe. Confucius laid down 

J general duties: whieh he called 

ity, uprigatnese, decorum, . wis- 
hand faithfulness. He command. [8 

treryone to revere his pare 
after their death and_for tl 

jose little boards about Afteén 
: Jog were painted to their mem- 
mumerating their respective vir- 

irder to gain success in business 
to ward off any bad influence. 
irths and’ deatas. and. on . acoept- 

pity new office’ the’ tablets must 
re ofleHIENE of prayer and in- 

. This is done not so much out 

pect for departed ancestors as 
ugh fear lest their spirits should 
be back and bring troubles upoa 
bring, . “He 
nother phibiabls: Laotse, wi 
itame before the christian era, 
Wiuced a new belief A ar as 

Es od. Th <a Prd 
fd rivers, of divest is plain, 

, ufiilty, hesithand disease, Thun- 
: 1588 wus supposed 10 be produced 
2 ON 4 big d phish ot of he of the 

hities played w 
bing with the flashes of i 

could be WO! 
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b These tablets are worshipped |i 
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{bo i reptiles s became |! 
— J and all had to’ be fisted up with 

fh lungs and" 1te before 

eh gh a Fa ge 
na, where there is ii fila nor 
death. 

Beside the tenching (already des- 

which affects 
every social and commercial interest. | 

ped the san, moon, rivers, Tord oribed the Chinese imagine there is 

: ather natural objects, over which | Yet more. They maintain that, there 

§ supposed there 1 a ing | 18 ® peculiar power pervading the air 
health, wealth and 

This they call Feng Shui or Fung 
Shway, which means wind-water. 

{taverable. It Beye Abe sob it 
10 analy hile Clem the south alt 

calamity upon the people. seo 
have to decide which position best 
suits it. iF a id 

en Le Aral mn at the 
«| bad current has 
shod ar 

railroads and 
lines and’ smooth tracks, and hence 

too heavy a sweep at 

bt 

t streets are a 

terror to Chinamen. But if there are 
plenty of twists and right angles the 
bad Fung 
For this resson 

Shway cannot turn them. 
hinese towns must 

have an L in their streets and good 
curves around dangerous parts. Tele- 
graph wires are very bad as the Fung 

| Shway could ‘travel with immense 
speed on them and spread famine, 
cholera and pestilence along. their 
track. 
As » consetuétics the railroad aud 

telegraph are banished from China. 
If the track could only be zig-zag it| 
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80-1 pecially as some of ave a| 
Vi€lcharch membership up into the 

‘hundreds 
At one of these meetings last week | 

the topic for censideration was, 
«Why is the prayer meeting so thin- 
ysendod ae ei were | 

Yo seek an answer. As If 
t Tor an answer the thought | 

came to ‘me—“Where inthe. love that 
in the bonds of a common salvation | 
a fellowship of mind and kindredness 
of heart, united 

that with a master hand blent dis-| 
cordant human nature into one glor-| 
ious harmony?" Where is the tie| 
that binds our ‘hearts in christian 

love.” The bond is broken, the one- 
ness is scattered. Christ's Church, | 
whom he has separated unto’ himselt, 
and washed with his own precious 
blood has tampered ‘with the things 
of the flesh. There are weak spots 
in our christianity | The earth-stain 
is on onr once spotless garments, 
We are not careful for heaven] 
things. The spirit of the world % 
upon ue. This cannot be disputed, 
many of you have oftentimes lament- 
od it. You have pointed to the un- 

8 | becoming levity of some, to Hor 
theatre-going, novel reading, oard 
parties, dancing, &e., indulged in by | 
many professing christians. 
You have pointed at these tings oa 
‘a8 you mourned over them you 

| have said, “The ochuroh is growing | fill 
worldly ; it is not as in times of old. | th: 
But, my brethren, much as these 
evils are to be deplored, the” plague 
spot has a deeper hold than these. 

laid | You might purify to yourselves a 
the | church that had never seen the inside 

of a theatre, or opened a novel, that 
had never given utterance to an un- 

_ {timely jest, or who could not tell the 
| difference between the “Jack of 
Clubs” and the ‘Ace of hearts,” and 
yet the spirit of the world might be 
very manifest in its almost every 
action, The evil stretohés much | 
farther than any of these things ; and| 
to expect a reform in a church by 

must | merely setting a ban on these is only, 
a species of formalism, and does 
harm by turning attention from the 
true source of the mischief, which 
must be sought for far deeper ; for| 
to our holy things has the infection 
spread | In God’s house rather than 0 
in our houses und ¥ocial life is thes 
spirit of the world shown most man- 
ifestly, most painfully. 
“1s it not true ? Are not our ing 

would puzzle the Fung Shway spirit to | affairs conducted 
ride on it and if the telegraph wire cisely the same prudential Bri rn 
could be coiled close or bent in sharp that ) _ oarrent in in the ‘business 

5 ooh 
| angles between: 

western 
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of business rule our churches and | 
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oF U small as to be disc 
Ts ot the spirit bf the world 2 

differing dispositions | abot 
"ein one accord? ‘Where is the love 
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§ “My b brethies: FT i 
' | not the Spirit of Christ he is none of 
s |Bi8” The evil alluded to is a radical 

8, ands specific remedy must be 
. ‘Let each christian soldier 

: his christian Let 
there be ‘a real’ whole-hearted love 

and ses for his glory, snd 
at will invigorate theti with a life 

will emi itself in action. 
The ooklbg & ‘to Jesus must be renew- 
@d. Then shall ‘we bear with each 
othe: and our lives bé more like bis. 

Him: “Abide in Me and I 
As the branch cannot bear 

iv of itself; except it'abide in the 
vine; no move can ye except ye 
abide in Me,—fot witkiout Me ye can 
{do mbthing.” 

ren, get off the fence and in- 
|side’the hedge which the Lord casts 

his people. Keep yourselves 
“dndpotted from the world.” 
ais FrATER. 
“Bt. John, N. B. 

LUTHER'S REFORMS. 
% ¥ ————— 

‘,/ BY REV, W. W. BVERTS, JR. 

Lather’ 8 chief reform, out of which 
his minor reforms sprang, was the 
restoration of the doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith to its place i in Chris- 
tian thought and action. This doc- 
trine had all the freshness | of a new 
discovery. It_wWas’ hailed as the 
long-desired relief from a never-end- 
ing but jéver-increasing burden of 

ce, pilgrimages, and indulg- 
ences. It made man tree from slav- 
ery to a grasping priesthood. It 

thas be might hear for him the | 
brought him face to face with God, | : 

3 5 by it he struck off at'a blow the gall- 

NO, 45. 

diet of lie Curis Eipirest Worms, 
he appears, and henceforth the Wit- 
tenberg agitation becomes a political 
and historical question. The diet 
condemns him, because he will not 
retract unconvinced. He leaves 
Wornis, expecting to receive the 
emperor's fatal decree as soon as his 
safety permit expires. In this peril 
his good friend the elector arranges 
for his capture and protéction in some 
unknown place. Now the world is 
more interested imtheé brave monk on 
account of his mysterious disappear- 
ance and uncertain fate. 
Duriog his ten months retirement 

in Wartburg Castle, Luther prepares 
for his third reform. He appeals 
from’ pope, council, and diet’ to the 
Bible, which he now begins to trans- 
late, sending out the New Testament 
as early as 1522. Though many 
editions of the Bible had been print- 
ed; they were mostly in Latin, and 
there was nonéin'German. Opposed 

by the suniversities, receiving’ but 
timid support at best from the learn- 
ed, Lather now appeals to the people. 
It was a wise move, and it was the 
people who induced their rulers to 
favor him. If this great man had 
done nothing more, this simple, clear,’ 
living translation of the Bible would 
have assured him immortal fame. 

He published it when the decrees of 
papal councils’ had condemned lay 
reading of the Scriptures ; but by do- 
ing it he had ‘made it possible for 
churches to dispense with councils 
and men with priests. 

Tt ‘was in keeping with the publica- 
sion of this, the freeman's manuel, 
thas ‘Tither ‘should proclaim in a 
famous tract the liberty of the Chris- 
tian. This is his fourth reform, and 

great bibalon he 
a to church history, 

hen indulgences were haw 
by Tetzel in the neighborhoed oi 
Wittenberg, and parden of sins for 
money was preached, it is no wonder 
that the monk said to himself, 
will sometime put a hole in his 

J? After seeking in vain the 

maalitance of his superiors in abating 
if blasphemy, the courageous young 
pan nailed to the cathedral door in 
he university town Lis ninety-five 
hiéses, condemning the whole prac- 
ge, He contended against the as- 
amption that at Rome was a treas- 
ry of grace acoumulated from the 
gerits of Christ and the apostles, the 
[ood of martyrs and the works o 

spgserogation of all the saints, which’ 
ald be dispensed by the- pope to 
msoever he pleased. God alone 
grant indulgences, was the an. 
; and unless he sees fit to re- 

ve it we should cheerfully bear 
cross through life, 
eo pope summons the innovator 
is fot, sends a cardinal to de- 

id his récantation, then a nuncio 
_gecure his silence, and finally a 
L of ex¢ommunioation, As first 

or speaks with reverence for the’ 
jy Father ; but when ‘commanded 

ant withohd.” reason and con- 
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d withont a frial, he is lead to 
sond reform, an 6 from 

eniés the ‘supremacy of the 
e, and ere long heisled to 
, not as the head of Christe 
the tail, the very Antiohsist 
e world is startled by his bold at- 

ul pok entitled “ The Babylonian Cap- 
ity,” in which the condition of 
ati 0s at that time was compared 
at of the Jews in bondage . His 
pation aroused at the treatment 

h at or ar mot |. 

kb Summoned 3 ou before the 

on Si ia, A “unscriptural customs 

sd people who were ground between 

'| ed his next utterance. 

£| painted as the reformer’s blackest sin 

| God often concealed them in the hid- 
| ing places hie had’ scooped’ out in’ the 
mountains for’ them, ‘the last one 

1 usages. ‘A slave to Christ the 
- A¥elieve is slaveto'nio other, but free, 
a above all. “What more welcome 

tidings could there Le to the common 

@ demands of ‘the Church and the 
State, as between the upper and the 
{nether millstone. Eagerly they wait- 

He never spoke more plainly or 
wisely than when he took Catherine 
von Bora to be his wife. He gave 
the weight of his name against en. 
forced celibacy, and a great exodus 
took place from convents and mon- 
asteries. Marriage was no longer to 
be looked upon as.a sinful state, or 
even ag inferior to virginity. Mother 

and home was raised to the highest 
honor, and that which the Paptist 

became his crowning glory. 
~ 

A PAGE IN MODERN ROMAN HISTORY. 

BY REV. W. C. VANMETER. 

From the day the Apostle Paul 
entered Rome, Italy has been God’s 
great battlefield. ‘From Piedmont 
to Calabria the land has been baptized 
by{the blood of the martyrs. For cen- 
tiuries the Waldensians endured all 
the tortures that’ human ingenuity 

less power could inflict, and had not 

would lave peristied. : 
For a thousand years the Pope in 

m, | his scarlet robe and triple crown, sat 
upon his throne in the Seven-hilled 
city and “made the nations drank 
with the'blood of the saints.” Dur- 
ing this’ long and terrible “night of 
g@uturies,” the agonizing ory of our 
brétliren was “How long, O Lord, 
how long 

about a thousand of the most rng 

ot. Then commenced a series 

could invent, and unrestrained; heart- 

In 1869 the Pope called to Runge 

The temporal pewer of the Pope 
was doomed, when on the 13th of 
July, 1870, the dogma et Papal Infal- 
libility was decreed, and its destruc- 
tion was made sure by the letter 

written on the same day by Napo- 
leon to Cardinal Antonelli, the Pope's 
Secretary of State, informing him 
that he had decided to withdraw the 
French troops from Rome. Two 
days after this, at the hour the Pope 
received his message, which was to 
him as “the bhand-writing upon the 
wall,” Napoleon declared war against 
Prussia, and thus doomed his own 
Empire to destruction. 

On the 18th, on the shoulders of 
some of his “mighty men,” and under 
a gaudy canopy of peacock feathers, 
Pio Nono was borne into the presence 
of a great multitude, who prostrated 
themselves before him as if he were 
a god. He arose and solemnly pro- 
claimed himself the Infallible repre- 
sentative of God, then retired, and 

these abject ones saw him no more 
until they kissed his dead’ foot-—the 
foot that had crushed out religious 

freedom in Rome. 
- Eight days after this (July 25th) 
Napoleon hard pushed by the Prus- 
sians, ordered the immediate with- 
drawal of his troop from Rome; 
and in six days (August 1st,) the last 
soldier had passed out of the Porto 
del Popolo, thus knocking the last 
prop from under the Papal throne ! 

As the French troops left, the 
Italians rose as one man and declared 

that the Temporal power of Pope 
should ¢ease, and Rome henceforth 
be the capital of United Italy. Their 

enthusiasm knew no bounds, and 

their march to Rome commenced. 
“On the 20d of September Napo- 

leon, with his grand army, was de- 

Standard was in the dust. Two days 
after this (Sept. 4th) the officers gave 
up their swords—the soldiers laid 
down their arms—the Republic was 
decreed —the Empire was annihilated 

and the Empress escaped from Paris 

and the Emperor was in exile. 

September 12 the Italian army en- 

tered the Papal States, and on the 
19th their tents whitened the Cam- 

pagna—their batteries were put in 
position before Porta Pia, and the 
Pope was ordeged to open the gate, 

which of course he refused to do. 

But God had a key that would unlock 
it. At five o'clock the next morning 
the key turned—the big guns opened, 
and after five hours the wall fell, and 

with it fell the Temporal power of 
the Pope; and with that fall came de- 

liverance from despotism— Victor 
Emmanuel ‘entered the city in tri- 
umph and proclaimed civil and religi- 
ous liberty to all the inhabitants of 
the land ! 

October 1 the people were called 
upon to choose a ruler for themselves. 
In the Papal States 1,601 voted for 

the Pope and 133,681 for Victor Em- 
manuel. In Rome 46 votéd for the 
Pope aad 40,783 for the King. Thus 
in seventy-nine days from the decree 

of Infallibility of thé Pope; his Tem- 
poral power was overthrown—the 
French Empire was destroyed, and 
the Emperor in exile—Rome had be- 
come the capital of United Italy, and 
our brethren were free/ No wonder 

the poor old man, as "he walked the 
the. floor; wrung his hands and cried, 
“Alas! alas! IT am abandoned by 

my children.” 

& Larger discounts than 

ever. before given to pur 
chasers of Sunday School 

Libraries at the ** Visitor” 

Office, equalling 40 per 

cent.in Boston or New York. 

come better, and he that is bad will 
as certainly become Worse ; for vice, 
virtue, and time are three things that 

and oil condition of Burops 
¢ 

» 

never stand still.— Colton. 

He that is good will ‘infallibly be- 

feated at Sedan, and the Imperial 
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