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“ sick with the dust and the heat; 
The rays of the sun beat upon me; 
The briers are wounding my feet; 

But the city vo which I am journeying 

Will more than my trials repay; 

All the tolls of the road will seem nothing 

Whee I get to the end of the way. 

There are so» many hills to climb upward, 
I often am longing for pest: 

But he who appoints me my pathway 

Kiows just whatis needed and best; 
I know in his word he has promised 
That my strength shall be as my day; 

And the toils of the road will seem nothing! 

When I get to the end of the way, nL 

He loves me too well to forsake me, 
Or give me one trial too much; 

A) his people have been dearly purchased, 
And Satan can never claim such, 

By and by I shall see him and praise him 
Tn the oity ot unending day} 

And the tolls of the road will'seem nothing 

When [ get to the end of the way. 

When the last feeble step has boen taken, 
And the gates of, the oity appear, 

And the beautiful songs of the angels 
Float out on my lstening ear; 

‘When all that now seems so mysterious 

Will be plain and clear as the day; 

Yes, the toils of the road will seem nothing 

When I get to end of the way. 

Though now I am footsore and weary, 

I shall rest when I'm safely at home, 

I know I'll receive a glad welcome, 
¥or the Saviour himself has said “come.” 

. So when I am weary in body 

And sinking in spirit, I say, 
All the tolls of the road will seem nothing 

‘When I get to the end of the way. 

Cooling fountains are there for the thirsty; 

There are cordials for those who are faint; 

There are robes that are whiter and purer 

Than any that fancy can paint; 

Then I'll try to press hopefully onward, 

Thinking often through each weary day, 

The toils of the road will seem nothing 

‘When I get to the end of the way. 

Vigitor Lulpit. 
—_— 

‘MORE WITH US THAN WITH HIM.” 

A Sermon Preached in Regent's Park Chapel 

“Be strong and courageous, be not 
afraid nor disma myess for the King of 
Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is 
with him, for there be more with us than 
with him.” —2 Chron. xxxii. 7. 

You will see from the text that the 

occasion is the resolution taken to 
defend the city of Jerusalem against 
the assaults of Sennacherib. The 
king submitted to the destruction of 
the fountains of water outside the 
city that the invading hosts might; 
find nothing te drink. A part of the 
wall where it was broken down was 
protected by the erection of another 
outer wall round about it. He re- 
paired the breaches of the defence, 
and made darts in abundance. He 
organised the people into companies 
of soldiers, and set captains of war 

over them, and gathered them to- 
gether, and spake comfortable words 

to them. It was to be noticed, how- 
ever, that though he had done all 
this his comfortable werds had no 
reference whatever to his own prep- 
arations for defence. Though he 
had made all these so carefully, his 
trust was not in them but in the help 
of that God who was greater than 
their enemies. He does not say 
to the people, Be strong and courage- 
ous. because I have taken my measu- 
res wisely ; I have prepared all prop- 

er means of defence; I have done 

this, or that, or the other. He does 

not say that. But, Be strong and 
courageous beeause He that is with 
us is more than he that is with them. 
The Lord our God is with us te help 
us and to fight our battles, Is there 
anything strange to you in this? Do 
you wonder that he should make 
such careful preparation when he had 
no confidence in it, when his trust 

looked in quite a different 
direction? The wonder would be 
easily explained if we understood 
rightly the lines on which God’s help 
is promised. He helps our prepara- 
tions themselves, and in them we 

must place our absolute dependence 
as well as in the final issue upon God 
alone. He who has helped all our 
preparations will not prove unavail- 
ing at the last. Except the Lord 
build the house they labour in vain 
that build it. Except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman watcheth but 
in vain. Ifit be asked, again, Where 
is the need of your preparations if 
you need God's help as much as ever 
and why make them if your trust is 
on Him ? the answer is because God 
does not by His providence or His 
grace compensate for our idleness, 
‘but He only helps our weakness. His 
blessing is given, not to sluggishness, 

not to idleness, but to sae 
might | Though the Church had not gold she 

ook ta fe 

-{ people, but to God's almighty arm 

[Boldiers on the moni 
bar fight; “and § keey 
dry 17. The 8 need p the pre- 
caution. I ot for 8 moment 
that they looked to heaven all the 
more calmly for not having neglected 
the earthly means. The two things" 
together—the vigilance and the trust 
—worked together to their splendid 
viotory. Hezekiah spake comfortable 
words to his people and encouraged 
them to trast in God because he had 
adopted the proper means of defends. 
We, too, may best confide in God 
when we have left nothipg ‘undone 
that is conductive to our purpose. Tt 
is when the two things—the activity 
and the trust—go hand in hand that 
our purpose is most likely to be ac- 
complished. 
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Notice, in the first place, where or 
in whom the good man puts his trust. 
“There be more with ps than with 

them,” for with us- is the Lord our 
God, Jehovah our, God. It was in 
Him that Hezekiah trusted when sp 
sorely pressed by the invading army. 
Not to the means he must use, not to 

the courage and prowess of His 

did he look for protection and deliy- 

erance. And that same God is the 
coufidence of His people throughout 
all times, when their minds are right- 
ly exercised, when they are not bagk- 
sliding, when they are not unmind- 
ful of the relation God sustains to 
them, or what He has done for them, 
and what He promises to do—in a 
word,when they are not) unfaithful to 
themselves and to id Lord It is 
in Him that all their trus placed 
for the accomplishment of thé abjecis 
which are dear to them, and on which 

their hearts are most earnestly set. 
When they do not neglect the use 
of appropriate means, loek not to 
the arm of flesh, not to creature help, 
not to what they do for themselves, 
or what is done for them by others, 
but solely and implicitly to the 
strength of the almighty arm; then 
does God prosper them. If their 
object be their own safety, they do 
not trust in themselves for it. Not 
in their own efforts or merits, but 
their trust rests solely on God’s 
abounding grace exercised through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. If that 
object be the advaneement of Christ’s 
cause they are not negligent of effort 
for that end, but they trust in the 
Divine energy from which that suf- 

ficiency comes. Learning, for ex- 
ample, is not despised nor rejected, 
for they know that it has its uses in 
the kingdom of Christ, and most im- 
portant uses too ; but they know also 
that it is notin the power of learning 
to throw back the tide of evil, or 

make dead souls alive, or bring down 
the high thoughts of mea who oppose 
themselves to the claims and suprem- 
acy of Christ, or to do many other 
things which are identified with the 
prosperity of God’s cause. Hence 
their trust is not in learning, but in 
the operation of the Divine Spirit 

who brings to nothing the wisdom 
of the wise and the understanding of 

the prudent. Strength of course 
they do net make light of, for 
they know it can be well used, 
and God should be served with 
our best; vigorous organization, 
vigorous activity are all pressed 
into Christ’s service provided that 
be within the power of the 
Church. But they know also that 
no human strength can prevail against 
spiritual weakness or breathe vitality 
into a soul dead in trespasses and sins. 
Hence while it is a man’s duty to use 
his learning and his strength diligent- 
ly, the strong man must not trust in 
his strength any more than the wise 
man in his wisdom; both alike de- 
pend on the power and the wisdom 
of God, because the foolishness of 
Ged is wiser than man. Riches they 
do not undervalue, of course. They 
know that wealth may be consecrated 
to useful purposes, may be turned to 
good scoount in various departments 
of philanthropic and’ benevolent 
effort; but they know well that 
wealth in a charch is neither a sign 
nor a source of prosperity. Chris- 
tianity was never more vital or 
powerful than when the apostles 
could say, “Silver and gold have I 
none.” Accessions of wealth Have 
proved accessions of  corraption. 
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ly prosperity. Th oad 
kingdom of Satan betasiy’ grad 
weaker and smaller as their &ppli 
increased; until their energies; 
down by their plethora of + 
had threatened to die altogeth 
shear respectability ‘and fashibn. 
is not likely that any wise Christi 
who sees this will look to ric 
the prosperity of Christ's “Kingdom. 
‘He will trust in them less than in 
‘either strength or wisdom. He will 
see that they are an ocoasion of danger 
rathér than of congratulation; the 
churghes need to be on their guard 
against being corrupted by their in- 

nevertheless feel that 

and uy silver and gold, - 0t 
strength or wisdom in anythin 
that pertains to men is the prot 
and the strength of the'Q 

all to be laid on God's alghy, and oar 
hope, of success must not rest om 
them, but on the Lord our.God whe 
is with us to lead us and to fight our 
battles,’ y 

This leads me to ott seoondly, 
God’s relation tothe man who exer- 
cises this trust. 

dicated in four things: He is our 
God; we have a claim. upon Him— 
not absolute, but relative and coven- 
anted. He has been pleased to make 
a covenant with us. His being our 
God means that we love Him su- 

| premely, that we should obey Him 
implicitly, that we serve Him devot- 
edly, that we trust Him fearlessly, 
and to all who thus take Him for 
their God He' makes a promise by 
which, if we may so speak, He lays 
Himself under obligation. He gives 
us a right to expect the things which 
He has promised, and He will not dis- 
appoint us, beé sure’ of that. If our 
part of the contract be fulfilled, His 
will net fail. He will not; fail to be 
our God, dor to exercise on ‘oir be: 
half ‘His God-like promise. 
Then, secondly, He is with us as 

the result of His promise, “in virtue 
of His claim. As our God He is 
with us, always with us, never separ- 
ated from us, unless we gin against 
Him. He d' in’ the work 
we have in hgynd,/and heart de- 
sires our prospérity. His purposes 
are with us; we are working in har 
mony with the decrees of God; if 
our aim be the spread of ‘truth, the 
promotion of good and the destruc- 
tion of evil, and the cultivation of 
holiness in the earth—if that be our 
aim, all God’s purposes are on our 
side, His presence is with us, His 
gracious solace, His essential pre- 
sence, His power is with as. All His 
perfections are with us, and are all 
working on our side. 

Then, again, He is with us to lead 
us. We have work to do for which 
our strength i is incompetent. Again 
and again as we look at the magui- 
tude of our past experience, we are 
led to exclaim, “Who is sufficient for 
these things ?” But aaply—and here 
is what warms our breasts—the work 
is not to be done in our strength. In 
all our efforts we are only the agents 
of mightier power. We are set 
against the kingdom of darkness, but 
we are backed up by almighty forces, 
Through our feeble arm, omnipotence 
is exercised ; Ged is‘pleased to make 
human instruments the conductors of 
His Divine power. ‘These rams’ 
horns—what was there in the sound 
of them to bring down the walls of 
Jericho? That serpent of brass— 
what was there in'it to be Healifig to 
the diseased Israelites? But God 
was pleased to ‘make these instru.’ 
ments the channels through which 
‘Divine power was exéreised. In that 
brazen serpeng the Divine ‘efficacy 
was lodged; and in “like manner, if 
we are the instedihentalities employ- 
ed, the walls will fall flat #s those of 
Saicho did before the rams’ horas. 
There is nothing in the ‘power which 
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fluence, and though she will use them |. 
in the service of the Gospel, be will al 
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because we have Ged'obulin’ we suc 
ceed to such an extent that when we 
look at the result accomp. 

we are ts a say, 
Ged wrought ?” Er He hath ful- 
filled his promise, “ I, the Lord thy 

right hand, saying 
not, I will keep thee. 

lation is that 
our battles. 
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are against us ; "the inveterate habits 
of men distract our progress ; our Qwn 
inward tendencies, more than agy- 
thing else, hinder our movements ; 
and these are not all. There are 
other forces operatiug behind all 
these, “ For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood, but against  princi- 
palities, against, powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” 

Notice, in the third place, the good 
man’s consequent’ superiority to; all 
the forces that contend against him, 
Let it be observed that the strength 
of these forces is not to be made light 
of. ‘Zechariah distinctly recognizes 

the power of those multitades who 
were with Senndcherib. Even though 
it is the arm of the flesh it is still an 
arm that we have to fight with, eap- 
able, therefore, of striking the blow; 
capable of inflicting injury | on those 
to whom it is’ opposed. He recog 
nises all this, . His confidence does 
not come from any depreciation of 
the enemy's. strength, but through 
looking to One who is stronger; and 
it will be for us to form a proper esti- 
mate of those to whom we are oppos- 
ed. It is never safe im conflict to 
under-estimate your enemies. That 
augurs a spirit of presumption. It is 
the part of a wise man to look at and 

measure the capabilities and resources 
of the foe. Worldliness is as formid- 
able an obstaele as any against which 
we have to contend. And. owing to 
our advancing civilization, to the 
rapid accumulation of wealth in maay 
cases—owing to the many eutlets for 
extending wealth, to the self-gratifi- 
cation which wealth commands, the 

worldly spirii is more rampant to-day 
than at any other period. It is not 

only active, but it assumes an insidi- 
ous form which deceives the unwary; 
and if that spirit obtains a hold in the 
Church once, it defies us to dislodge 
it, when it speaks with all the pres- 
tige wnich it derives from ite posi- 
tion. Then, again, false systems ate 
making headway as they never made 
headway before; Ritualism, ‘bastard 
Popery, is now making such inroads 

lamentations of good men who are, 
not strong enough to trust themselves 
to Ohrist’s command. - P 
seems to show signs of Yipseusa im 
in the extremities, and ie 
position such as it never held in 

these things are tending more or less 
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epic tha thay did it, Wiomes 
to adopt the same tone, to exerci 
the same trust. Oh, my brett 
whtkiedy' B age te 

ment of Christ’s 6a be’ dtrong, be 
courageous, be not atid flor dismay. | issue 
ed for all those who are opposed’ to 
you. Many well-meaning but mis. 
taken friends of the Gospel re 

to contend with their 

stich dt 0 Gi es the | W 
and gratify the taste, That is 
some be Fon. boy 

human nature is a is really the 

why such a system is spreading. 
Say they, the’ tendency to infidelity 
mast be met by 1ooseness of ‘state: 
ment “on’ the" ‘part of *' Christian 
teachers. ' Our young men who' are 
inclined to frée thinking niust not 
bé driven away by too strong state 
ments of evangelical trath ; we must | 
dilate it a little—make it assume its 
best attitude towards infidelity. 
And the worldly spirit must be met 
by introduéing the spirit of the world 

must rélax our discipline, and reiidiof 
our sérvices entertaining. We must 
speak peaceful things to men, and'do 
homage tothe devil. ‘Whatever iri'dur |. 
doctrines is repulsive to men because 

nounced. Whatsoever in our 
is‘not consonant with truth’ Bagh to 
be abandoned, sud whatever ‘in’ otir |... 
manter of Worship, is unnecessarily 
trying should not ‘be retained. But 
you are not to fight your adversaties 
with their owh weapons, not to nse 
their plans, but call into exercise the 
Divine power which supports "you. 
They’ will overmaster you if you 
fight on their ground; your skill is 
not superior to theirs. Resort to 
Rituslism! What's paltry’ insigaif- 
cant thing ‘yours is compared with |. 
that which Popery supplies. It is 
like child’s ‘play ; it is nothing com. 
pared with what you fied in the 
Church of Rome, If you conform to 

renouncing your allegiance to Christ. 
You must renounce all suck ‘ex 
ents, and show that you radi fo 
vietory on the help of the Almighty. 
You have no right to anticipate at 
all, except on the ground that He 

against them through His help, but 
not otherwise. Their organizations 
are equal, perhaps superior to 

great ; in fact, there is more wealth 
on the side of the devil 
on theside of Christ. Their skill is 

in ‘the 6hurch as to excite the bitter|not inferior ; you are not a matoh for | 
ghem at all in your own strength; 
nevertheless you are stronger than 

is 
1 of the Divine 

than with them. God’s 8 
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wind can carry them away.” Indeed, 
to hinder the ‘of the Gospel, 
because they mre directly and in 
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who is with you is more than all that | 
are opposed to you. You can prevail |. 
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