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both pleasure and profit. It is a 
means of grade. As such it should 
be highly prized. We trust it will 
never be given up by the Baptists in 
the Maritime Provinces. 

was marked Dy great -thoroughness. 
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executives of the Convention. This 
has a binding power which gives 
solidity to the denomination. 

Re 

CONVENTION REFLECTIONS. 

The meetings for prayer at the 
Convention were seasons of refresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord. 
The spirit of our annual assemblies 
comes through the means of faith 
and devout worship. No labourers 
are more highly honoured by the 
Lord of the Vineyard than the men 
who, trusting in God, seek and ob- 
tain his blessing. Through them 
light and power are given. Their in- 
fluence is felt in all their meetings. 
God hears and answers their suppli- 
cations. They become the success- 
ful interceders between God and the 
people to’ whom they belong; and 
God for their sakes withholds his 
displeasure and gives his mercies. 
Many, whose voices are never heard 
in the counsels of the denomination, 
do more to advance the grest inter- 
ests of religion than those who have 
the honor of success. This revelation 
may be expected at the great day of 
accounts. Then it will appear that 
more than one city was saved by 
“that poor man.” By faith and 
prayer God's work in the past has 
gone forward. Here is found the 
holding power in storms; and the 
propelling force when the storm has 
subsided and the ship is turned to- 
ward the distant port. 

Aceording to all accounts, the in- 
tercourse at the Convention was most 
cordial in its character and satis 
factory in its results. The number 
of delegates has become very large. 
The pleasure seems to rise with the 
increase in the attendance. Although 
the private families could not afford 
accommodation to all the friends, 
yet the question of lessening the 
number of delegates did not find much 
tavour. It is believed, and rightly 
80, that 80 long as room and means 
can be found to entertain those who 
would attend this important meeting 
of the body, the pains and expense 
of doing it will be a thousand 
times repaid by the good results. 
About four hundred can now come 
together. This gives a large oppor- 
tunity for the renewal of old friend- 
ships and for the forming of new ones. 
The power of doing the Lord’s work 
is greatly increased by the fellowship 
of kindred minds. Christians on the 
ground are encouraged, and the visi 
tors go home refreshed like giants 
with new wine. No good would 
come from lessening the number who 
partake of these privileges and advan. 

. tages. And any attempt made to 
put an end to the custom of extend. 
ing hospitality would tend to weaken 
and scatter the body. It has been a 
great blessing i in the past. A little 
apparent abuse is no reason for 
abandoning it. A few years ago the 

“ Come one, come all.” Now they 
say, “ Come aad pay your own ex-| 
penses and get sweetly acquainted 
with the proprietors of the hetels,”| ciples. 
The results will not be good. Al 

eign work becomes a necessity. 

The Convention at Halifax was 
characterized by great harmony. 
The nature of some subjects might 
have unsettled the union of sentiment 
and led te discord, but mental con- 
fidegce and brotherly love prevailed, 
and the Convention was harmonious, 

This Convention will be remem. 
bered by the change made in the 
educational department.. The pro- 
posal came suddenly upon the body ; 
but little time had been given for 
thought and deliberation. This how- 
ever is true only in its strictly literal 
aspect. The subject in its essential 
principles and leading features has 
been before the minds of the body 
for years past. It has long been felt 
that some radical changes were necee- 
sary. Incompatibility of principles 
had been felt in labored attempts to 
carry on liberal training in arts and 
professional training in theology. It 
had also been discovered that the 
place was not suitable for a ‘School 
of the Prophets. The means of build- 
ing and equipping a seminary which 
would attract the young men of the 
Dominion looking forward to the 
Baptist ministry did uot appear in 
any quarter. At this juncture the 
offer, made by McMaster Hall, threw 
a flood of light upon the subject and 
made the solution of a difficult pro- 
blem very easy. The doer thus 
opened enlarged the opportanity for 
doing the work put upon us by the 
Lord. It so changed the relation of 
the educational enterprise now on 
our’hands to the various parts ot the 
Dominion, and the several schools, 
now in op eration, one to the other, 
that the outlook is specially sunny 
and hopeful. The lines along w hich 
we shall assuredly move in the pro- 
gress, now clearly foreshadowed,have 
been made very distinct. The work 
which we, by the blessing of God, 
may confidently expeot to overtake 
is now laid off and so sub-divided 
that no collision among the laborers 
can be feared. The start at the Cen- 
vention may seem to be a bound—a 
jump—rather than a gradual devel. 
opment such as might have been ex- 
pected from the nature of the sub- 
ject. Itis so on the surface only; 
but at bottom it has been a slow, a 
very slow growth. The time came, 
and came suddenly for action. 

—— 

Union in theological work in the 
Dominion gives the Foreign Mission 
Board geod grounds for effecting a 
kindred union in the land of the 
Teloogoos among the Baptist mis- 
sionaries in that far-off land. This 
done, and the union at home in for- 

Baptists canmot make artificial 
unions. The repellant forces of 
church and individual independence 
will always break through mere or- 
ganizations. If Baptists come togeth- 
er to accomplish great works there 
neads to be union of heart and prin- 

It must be wot in’ imita- 
tion of other bodies—a policy abhor- 

though the moans of entertaining in 

ed, yet it would be a backward move- 
ment to abandon the éustom. Usaal- 
ly those who cannot be taken into |sasié’ theological soho, ) 
the families, aré emtértained 'at re-| same work ii the, foreign 
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The presence J of of Dr. MeV ioar and 
Dr. Castle at the Convention,and the 
discussion add sentifhéut. concerning 
the Theologivsl College at Toronto, 
‘evoked by their proposal. for , union, 
apart from.any . action of ‘the, Hady, 
would have proved vise of them- 

| selves to lead TEX lw 
ture to resort to ine 

their professional training. The sub- 
jeot was examined in all its 
It was made evident that the school 
is.a peer of any on the continept ; 
that the place is now a centre -of 
learning and will rapidly enlarge; 
that the school, its surroundings and 
seutiments are far better “for our 
young men than either of those. in 
the United States. 

Another subject often discussed at 
our Associations came to the front in 
the deliberations of the Convention. 
The importance of having as many 
academies as can be well sustained, 
from which Acadia College may 
draw her students, was openly stated 
and passed unchallenged.” “This is in 
harmony with the policy now opera. 
tive in the State of Maine. There 
successful efforts are made to endow 
academies. The work of raising $100,- 
000 for the ones connected, with Colby 
University is now nearly a success. In 
this matter of building up secondary 
schools we follow in the path marked 
out for us by the brethren over the 
line. Horton Academy and St, Jobn 
Seminary are not more than are 
needed or more than can be well 
supported. In the fervor created by 

should not be thrown into the shade. 
At the last Convention in St. John 
a new academy was started ; at the 
recent Conveation a theological de- 
partment, was put into new relations. 
Progress is the motto. The advance- 
ment is rapid. The work to be done 
is great and tardy action would be 
fatal, 

Generations to come may have the 
luxury of building a theological sem- 
inary for the Baptists of the Maric 
time Provinces. The Lord will give 
them enough to do. Our business is 
to observe the signs of the times, and 
do our work while the day lasts, 

In the Convention at Halifax, the 
principle of religious education was 

popular opinion on this subject, 
which has recently passed over the 
Baptist public in the United States, 
evidently reached Halifax. No ome 

3 | appeared to have stronger opinions in 
favor of religious training than Dr. 
MoVicar, of Toronto. He freely] 
gave of his large experience in the 
State of New York to the Conven- 
tion. I¢ was shown that the courses 
of study in the secondary and 
schools should contain subjects, bess- | 
ing directly on religion, and also sub- | 
jects of a positively religious char- 
acter. The evidences of ¢ : 
the study of New Testament 
and ‘of History, held up inw religious | 
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in Egypt. . The British 

The Avam authorities have 

the country. Fears exist of a. colli- 
sion between. Fratee , and China. | 
French vessels of war are in Chinese 
waters, | watching the ‘movemen of 
the Chinese suthorities. In 
gascar the French are having ian 
own way, although it is believed in- 

r|justioe ‘has been dome that people: 
The queen, regarded as a good chris. 

A fearful cal- 
amity has’ befallen a colony of the 
Netherlands in the East. Eruptions 
of old volcanoes in the Island of |! 
Java have been of nausual volume, 
In the Straits of Sunda, islands have 
disappeared, and new ones have risen, 
bearing on their heights active 
craters. La&nd on ‘the ‘islsnd has 
been subnierged, carrying away vil: 
lages aud overwhelnling thousands 

by the lava flowing, from the ma 
tains, have changed their conten) 
carrying destruetion with. - Hot 
stones and ashes, thrown igh into 
the air, have descended upen the 
heads of the people. ~Whirlwinds 
were caused, unroofing houses, car- 
rying away men and: horses. The 
elements in terrible work 
against life and property. It is” es. 
timated that from 75,000 to 100,000 
people lost their lives. Vig ve 
been warned not to enter the Straits 
of Sunda. A new survey will be ne- 
cessary. The soundings and the 
coast lines have been changed. - 
the judgments of God are 
the-earth the people learn righteous- 

Count de Chambord is dead. He 
is the last of the Bourbons. When 
his relatiye, Louis Philippe, who was 
driven from France’ ‘died, ' this 
prince became heir to the French 
throne. He has a firm Roman’ 
Catholic. The late Pope hoped ‘to 
see France retura to the bosom of 
the church, led by the Count de 
Chambord. He would have been Hen- 
ry V. At the close of the Franco- 

to him on condition that he would 
adopt the Tricolor. This, the gen- 
uine scion of the Bourbons,who never 
learn anything, would not do., Col- 
‘or kept him out of a kingdom. 

Chief Justice Coleridge is spending 
two months in America. Persecution 
of the Jews has broken out afresh in 
Austria and Russia, Strin t meas- 

thoroughly discussed. The wave of|ures are adopted to’ put ‘an end to 
cruelties.” The success of the 

Jews in getting and ‘lending money |P 
has much to doin exciting these out- 
bursts of passion against them, Some 
signs appear that trouble in the East 
will come to the front. The smaller 

tory of the Turks are mot at rest. 
The help of christian powers is in: |" 
voked against ‘the oppressions of 
Mobammedanism, The British Par- 

his followers gave all the trouble 
they could ; bug bed bey went 
through thie 
Mr. Gladstone is to take a short sea [tion ¢ 
voyage for his health. Parnell has 

light, were named as important ele- 

christian Academies and 

But it was also maintained 
Was not enough to haves forms of las . 
religion and religious subjects recog: |1 
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be withdrawn so adoi a4 dhe, oondi- | 
tion of the country will. warrant it, [Last year Taoob Bradshaw, of New | 
France has made peace with Anam. | Brunswick, gave $20,000/to be fo-| 

to sllow France to have roteoted | Péhded during the | ybar $8,384.66, 
representatives stakionel” ihoough sad. ‘have now in hand $20,688.17. 

German war the crown was offered | 

States between Austria and ‘the terri- | 
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Therainual report bf the Foreign 
| Mwai Board whl vbdd | ty, 

P.E. Island, $808.11 ; ‘total $7.426:48. 

vested, for Missions. The board oz- 

The aasets of the-board are now $28, 
788.17, bit the interest of : half - she 
Bradshaw Fund goes to Homa Mis- 
sions. © The value of their: property 

a- | in India is about 25,000 rupeés. ‘The 
board kas sent out since last conven. 

rived io India last January. . He is 
making good progress in the acquisi- 
tion of the language. : Considerable 
discussion was had in snehtnaniio 
the appointment of an agent, but no 

mended that the Convention be held 
next year at Moncton, and that Rev. 
C. Goodspeed preach the sermon. 
‘The Rev. Dr. Day, chairman of | 

the finance committee; reported that 
the: amount. contributed by - the 
‘churches during the year for educa- 

.|tion and A missions was $26,821.68. 
Nova Scotia contributed $10,355.36; 
New Brunswick. contributed $6,847.. 
24; P.E. Island contributed $807.27; 
contributed by individuals, $8,810.81 ; 
in addition to the $80,000 raised for 
wiping of the debt 6n building.'*’ 
‘This amount represents about 70 

cents per member. Considerable dis- 
cussion ensued on the accounts snd a 
resolution was carried that next year 
greater tiniformity “be ‘attempted so, 
‘that the contribution of each church 
be faithfully presented. | 
Rev. C.'Geodspeed introduced: a 

resolution in reference to the Halifax 
Book Room and explained that it was 
in good running order. [To be jast 
fair and generous, our brother might 
have added that a Baptist Book Room 
in St. John had been established for 
six years, and was doing more Sun- 
day Schéol work than any other sim- 
ilar ‘establishment in the Dominion | th 
without cost to the denomination. 
Ep. Visrror.]' 
A resolution’ was passed asking 

churches to make oolections aud for- 
ward ‘them on the 15th of January, 
Apt, July and October of each year. 

© An inspiring missionary meeting 
was held in the — addressed by | 
Dr. Qestle,’ Rév. G. F. Miles and 
others. 
A resolution in favor of compiling 

and publishing a new Hymn Book 
was carried against considerable op— 
position, 

It was felt in closing that the Con-| 
vention ‘had accomplished a good 
work, and that of a character, 
some of it it at Teast, such as would be 

results, = After live grand 
thet lr of thanks the’ Con. 
vention adjourned with prayer by. 
Rev. ty oArthir. 
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Western hag, 
regret to say, found pay 
leave thé Dominion and. 
the pastorate othe Bapria a 
at. Grafton, Dakota. He was ¢ 
pioneer missionary of Winnipeg 4 
laid the foundations of our Pro 
ous church in hat growing 
would have much He ppg 
gone tothe new Provinoe of Albert 

but the funds to sustain him 
not We regret 
even tem 7 his services sh 
be lost to Candda through the | 
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Day was an in 
tional meeting held in the 8 
Hall, Thursday night in ovetia 
‘with the o of the’ Institutio 
for another year’s work. The Presi 
dent of the Society occupied the chair 
and felicitously introduced the differ- 
ent spekers. ‘Rev. Dr. Rill gave's 
vivid historical recital of scenés in 
esatly days. Principal MeViear spoke 
hee ox what was ‘done last year, 
and the prospects’ for ‘the coming 
yeir. Dr. Usstle gave sn. address 
which we had _ phonographicaily re. 
ported and will give "in foll next 
week. Dr. Jonah, ‘an old stadent, 

| spoke of the grand work accomplish- 
od'by the Seminary in olden dsys 
and the necessity for its work today. 
Mayor Fraser in'a fow ‘happy sen- 
teaces wished the’ great 
success. Rev. J. E. Hopper closed 
the meeting with prayer. 

MEDITATIONS OX DATE. 

Ihave arrived sp parently to eg 
iy agith The’ bi flowing wi 
wl, witha, honey of God's un- 

ed love. Ha pleasant, how 
a it looks beyond the swellings 
of Jarkant 
“g ars Se hve swelling flood; 

What stainless, purity is there! 
Foliutdon, Sn Shame 
© What depths of knowledge are 
there! 
“Now we see through a glass dark- 

|, but then face to face.” 
- What unutterable joys are there ! 
“At Thy right haod are pleasures 

forever more.” 
* What separates me "ay the com- 
manion, the happiness and the glory 
of this heavenly world? A. simple 
véil which seems thinner than the 
thinnest gauze. Death only oan 
rend this veil. What is death? To 
the christian ic is simply going to 

| sleep upon a bed of roses. Them 
fr that’ sleep: Jesus will God 

Be — 
Father, can this sick, weary 

ei enjoy this blessed slumber ? Is 

in its bed of death ‘until the morning 
of the ‘resurrection. ‘My soul now 
éhained to these lower gn 
mere speck of clay, 
thiough the veil and borne ¢ on angel 
wing will 

uo X. 5.8 pe 

res | to take 
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its work fully done? If so let it rest_ 


