
2 

Wisitoy Pulpit. 

—— 

BY REV. C. H. SPURGEON. 
’ 

“ Bo when hey had gr Jou El 
Peter, Simon,son of Jonas, lo 

pea than these ? He saith unto Ri. Yoo 
t that I love ro ee iF 

cig Sb: —John xxi.186, = 2g Tn Feed My lambs.” 

Tt must be noticed that after the 
fisherman had breakfasted the Lord 
commenced speaking to them on the 
shore about sheep and shepberds. 
Therein they all might learn & lesson 
~—the first work of Christ's servants 

composed in that commission— 
“Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature”; or, 
parabolieally, « Launch out into thé 
deep and let down your nets for a 
drat. ” First of all, then, they would 
notice that Christ's servants were 
flsliers of men, and they were not to 
pick out certain individuals; for all 
a8 fish that came to their net ; they 

wére to go into the highways and by- 
wa) 8; and might they have Divine 
in cation how to do it. “Cast your | 
pi the rigkt side of the ship”; 

wight they have such a spiritual} 
et as that. With all their takings 

-it-would never break. But when-that 
wis done all was not done, a-somé 
seemed to think. Christ was the 
Great Shepherd, and He would have 
under-shepherds. Christ repeated the 
¢ommands to feed three times over— 
yrobably meaning the babes, the 
roung men, and the aged ofHis flock. 

‘But they might be in danger of evan- 
gelizing outside men to the fargetful- | 
ness of those inside the House of God. 
It was not every man who was ready 
at once to become a teacher; 80 
our Lord spent His life most indus 
triously in training the seventy and 

teaching the twelve. But He had to 
speak more particularly that morning 
of that work inside the House of God, 

that feeding of sheep and lambs. As 
to that shepherdising of Christ, first 
there was the sphere, secondly the 
man, thirdly his preparation for the 
work, fourthly the work itself, and 

fifthly the motive under which it was 
to be carried on. The sphere was 
that evidently indicated by our Lord 
by His thrice-repeated command, 
Mr. Spurgeon believed that the Lord 
meant by “ My Lambs” those who 
were little in grace, those who had 
but the grain of mustard-seed faith as 
vet. These needed great care. And 

“wetfknese was the idea conveyed in the 
word lambs ; and so, in the Charch of 

God, all such as are weak—and,alas ! 
how many they were!—all such as 
were doubting, all those who were as 
yet babes, and have need to be fed 

with milk, scarcely knowing how to 
go, are usually bewildered in doctrine 
and apt to be stunned—all such they 
were to watch over in the first place, 
to coafort the feeble-minded, support 
the weak, be patient towards all men. 
They must deal carefully and teaderly 
with the lambs of the Father, and he 

thought this was the reason they 
were committed to Simon Peter, be- 
cause he had found out that his 
strength lay not in hiwaself. He had 
been very weak. Therefere he said 
ounce more, Look to the weak ones of 

the church. But he did not think 
that was the main idea in the text, 

the feeding of children; there were 

old sheep in the great fold who were 
wonderfully weak. They must look 
very anxiously and carefully after 
those were young in Christ, although 
they migbt be old in years. Assoon 
48 ever a person was converted amd 
added to the church, it should be 
the object of his fellow-members to 
say, “ We will look after him. He 
bas but newly come among ws; and 
we must be doubly generous to those 
who scarcely know our way as yet.” 

Let them follow up the newborn ones, 
who, like babes, were strong in de- 
sires, and strong in nothing else. 

Still, they must by no means overlook 
those who were youngjin years, and 
had been brought to the Saviour. 
How they could thank God that they | P 
had so many dear children who al 
réady knew Christ. They never,as a 

church, said that a certain age wonjd 
be necessary before a child could 

' prac-. 

ised believers’ baptisel, OU adult 
possess faith in Chsist. 

tism. They w not a Amo) 

86 who were ms of y 
ful piety ; they were u 
of parsons who came into the chureh 
late in fife. -y 

kept from children? If a doctrine be 
too sublime for a child, it was rather 
due to the teacher’s conception of it. 
He was afraid many of their sermons 
often went over the heads of the 
young folks, who might be as true 
christians as the old folks. He thought 
they ought especially to feed the 
young bacause the work is so profit- 
able. They were glad to welcome 
those who came into the fold Iate in 
lifs, but they had scarcely taken up 
their spade and pruning-hook before 
it'was time to lay them down, and 
the time spent in their training wai) 
soarcely rewarded by the short space 
of time they were in service. Nay, 
rather, beggin to teach the child early ; 
for early piety often became eminent 
piety ; #d the child has probably a 
long stretch df years in which, through 
hii, God miy be glorified and othets | i 
Blossed. Then it was most profitable 
‘work because it also trained the teach- 
ors humility. If they wanted “big” 
golid men, lét them look for them 
amongst those who were much ~with 
the lambs. Secondly, who was the 
man to d6 this work ? The true chris- | 
tian, and he would never get too big 
for his place of seeing after children 
unless he was swallowed up with 
pride. Let them look to it that they 
did see to the children who were in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter was a 
warm-hearted man, and probably had 

the charge addressed to him on that 
account. He was & leading man. 

Children, they knew, would always 
gather eagerly where there was « 
warm heart, a8 did the flies on the 
wall in the sunshine. And Simon was 

now a greatly indebted man. Ac- 
cording to that rule of the kingdom, 
“he loved much because he had been 
much forgiven.” Oh, that many of 

might do it well, would, ia the fact of 
schools who were doing work in a 
lame way for want of teachers, rouse 
themselves and say. « Hitherto I 
have left it to the young fold, I will 
do so no more. I will go and join 
these workers, and will endeavor to 
seek also to feed the lambs.” And 
they would notice too that when the 
Lord called a man to a work He pre- 
pared him for it. God gave Peter 

the practice before He gave him the 
commission. They could not feed 
children unless they fed themselves, 
Especially must a teacher prepare for 
teaching children by being much with 
the Master, as Peter was. An hour's 

communion with Christ was the best 
preparation for teaching the young 
or the old. It was the preparation of 

self-examination ; and it never hurt a 
true-hearted man to search his spirit ; 
it was only the hypocrite who flinch- 
ed from such an ordeal. A genuine 

man wanted to know whether he 
really loved Christ or not, so he look- 
ed thus-at his heart to settle the ques: 
vion.The best preparation for teaching 
the lambs was to have love for them 
and love for Christ. A shepherd who 
did pot love his sheep was a hireling, 
and pot a true shepherd, and would 
flee away in the time of danger. But 
a true shepherd of the sheep would 
love them to the utmost of his life, 
and then lay it down if need should 
be. They preached and taught love; 
and how could they do that if they 
bad not love in their own hearts? 
Their object, was or should be, to 
create love to Christ in the hearts of 
men and women, and to foster it 

where it already existed in the lambs 
of the flock. How could he or she 
convey the love of Christ to another 
if he had it not himself? He went 
to the children’s service chilled, as if 
he were a stream of water or a wet 
blanket to put it out, rather than a 
flaming fire to kindle it. It was cer- 
tainly the grandest preparation for 
the ministry, whether exercised in the 
pulpit or in the Sanday-school, for a 
man to have in his heart love to 
Christ and love to those sbout to be 

sphere, the man, and: the preparation; 
he would now briefly allade to’ the 
work. 

would soon die if a 

the elder ones amongst them who 

taught. He had new spoken of the ere 

lieve, Sl ea ne a 

it is he is to believe: The; 
imparted some sound, | 

was food they generally, rng the 
dinner- Il; but it was no use doing 
80 unless there was some eat. 

By all means let the Iifabal Haye 
something solid to sustain them ; fet 

on anythipg they liked od Ben | 
and they might half poison them by 
bad teaching Therefore they shontd 
be very cautious. Ande nist be 
fed more than once a week; not mere- 
ly on Budsys ; faba ports bel 

fed 
them once a week. Sb  the'spiritaal 
lambs of Christ needed’ cotinual 
feeding ; their teschers should be 
careful about their 8's’ souls 
day by day, and should be i bn 
about their children’s souls ¢ hen 
they were not teaching t them. 4 feed- 

work ‘must be ; the 
teachers must be bisy a§'t ipherd 
on the farm du ‘the’ lamb. 
ing season. He took it that 
there was nothing which 80 en- 
grossed every. faculty of man as 
that of the care of souls. “Phey must 
be seeking all the week to géé some- 
thing fresh to say,and they must study 
the way ih which it waa to Besaid ; if 
the food was to be put’ bafore the 
lambs so that they could reully re 
ceive it, thoy should bor avit. The 
motive should be the doneluding 
thought. © TLovest thou M&? Feed 
My lambs.” The work’ will’ to be 
done for the Muster and wot for 

themselves. When the Lard gave a 
man something to do; He also gave 
him something to suffer, and: He had 
trusted them with the care of His 

lambs and His sheep, 4nd: the motive 
for doing such work was to be that 
of love. First, as a proof of love, 
“If ye love Me keep My command: 
ments.” “If ye love Mg, feed My 
sheep.” If they really loved Christ 
let them lay themselves out to help 
others, thatChrist might have joy of 
them. 

CHRISTMAS EVANS ON THR ATONEMENT. 

It seemed that I saw’ a linge cem- 
etery, in which were lying an untold 
number of Adam’s race; the place 
was full of caves, and a thick cloud 
enveloped the whele, so that the 
light of the sun, the moon, or a can- 

dle could not be seen there; the 
doors were a thousand times stronger 
than the brass deors of this world, 
and they were safely locked up with 
immortal locks and bars, by divine 
justice, so that there was no hope of | ce 
‘ever escaping from this dark place. 
“In Adam all die.” 

At the dawn of the morning I saw 
Mercy descending from heaven in 
the chariot of the early promise, and 
accompanying it was a person like 
the Son of Man, or seed of the wo- 
man. Mercy called at the iron gate, 
saying: “My brother Justice, thou 
art here keeping 4 watch over this 
cemetery, and hast saaled the deadly 
stone with God's seal.” “Yes, I am, 
my sister Mercy, what wilt thou 
have?’ My desire is to have a free 
passage to enter inunto the inhabitants 
of this cemetery; if I had, I would 
put the form of Fife instead of death 
on this isolated place.” ¢ Under 
stand me, my sister,” “I know that 

thy love of justice will not permit 
thee to break these locks, and I can- 
not open the door; not because of 
mine enmity towards these unkappy 
inhabitants, but because I'love God's 
law. ¢ Without shedding of blood 
there is no remission.’” 
Then Meroy tursed her cheerful 

face—a glance of which was enough 
to produce a ray of hope ia the cem- 
etéry—and the Seed of the woman 
was standing by her side. «My 
brother, Justice, wilt thou take a 
bondsman, tifl ‘the time come to shed 
it, that T might have the key of 
death's gate i enter in upto them » 

“Feed My lambs’ With |gourt above, 44 i 
it | the newly converte; with the ; 

the Seed of the woman s 

od me 98 » hondsman Justive 
scanned him closely and said: “Yes, 
willingly, and for a atitions 

ENE because thou hast 
) in the court of 

ria 

he gerd i: iad 
“ Justios, whet is uby, demand?” 

“ Humiliation for exaltation, a an 

for a life, snd; death fot dea 
“Here am I"! said thé Seed of the 
woman, “putting my hand in thine, 
and writing my namé in. the roll of; 
the book whidh I give thee, that F¥ 
will make ap atonement, whose vir-| 
tue will counterbalance the sin of the) 
world! And give thou the. key off 
the cemeteny to Mercy. Say thom; 
thé great: Justice ‘of heaven, what) 
téme shall I put down in the bond; 
which! | ‘give in: the name of my 
whole chirch ? When wilt: thon have 
me appear as-ope of the inhabitants 
of theidead: aity.?” 

“A6 the eid of four thousand 
yours after cloding this ap” “Very| 
well, I ami willing; and herewith 1} 
give you a document under my hand: | 
“Lo; I come? Here is one capy for| 
thee to keep in ‘the great office off 
justioé ; and another copiy for thel 
patriarchs, prophets, and Modes, sen 
the chief custodian.” ¢ And here 
am 1” said Justice, © placing the 
key itt the hands of Méroy. 
“And for the purposé of showing 

the mature of the payment, the -né 
oessity for it, and to work faith and 
expectationt in my charch for the 
ransomed vear of this cemetery, I| 
set up the ceremonial law in my 
name, and as a shadow of me, in its 
sderifices, and its atoning feasts, to 
remind of sins, and to show forth 
the true sacrifice, and that I will not 
change my mind.” 
The fire which burned the Jewish 

sacrifices eame originally from hea 
ven, and was a sign of God's aveng- 
ing anger against sin’; and the blood | 
diya 1 . taketh away the sins of the world.” that was offered, was a sign “that 

nothing could extinguish the curse of 
the law, but the bleod of Jesus 

Christ. Great and long was the 
contest between the bloed and the 

riads of dumb beasts whose blood 
was shed in the flames of the altars, 
were as nothing in strength, value, 
or virtue, to put them out. Bas in 
the fulness of time, the Messiah was 
born, of one of the daughters of the 
cemetery, and he appeared, within it, 
as the Lamb of God, and the four. 
teenth day came to take him, and 
bring him to the altar. He was 
taken in Gethsemane—he submitted 
as 4 lamb for the slaughter ; the altar 
was sét, not in the temple, but out. 
side the gates of Jerusalem, on the 
place of dead skulls. He, himself, 
was the priest, the sacrifice and the 
altar. He was bound to the horns 
of the altar, about 9 o'clock in the 
forenoon—a day to be remembered 
forever ; the Fire took hold of him 
like a devouring plague, saying :—«1 |. 
am Justice, [ will spare none; jus- 
tice I must have; I have burned 
myriads of IsrdePs lambs, and if I 
am not extinguished by burning the 
Lamb of God—who alone can take 
away the sins of the world—I shall 
burn the whole cemetery, bodies and 
souls, int hell below.” 
The devouring fiames of the curse 

continded to swallow, and burn ; and 
the blood to drop down Hit the 
flames, until some thonght that the 
fire would co Far mr The contest 
was unparalleled from the 6th to the 
9th hour, and during this time of 
questionable victory, there was noth- 
ing but silence over all the mountain, 
But, a1 8 o'clock in the afternoon, 
after the avenging by. had burned 
through all the of humanity, 
it wouched the tr of ae Gut 
and, ¢ humdi 

- 

was against thy people to ow ghren 
to th : lo} up to thee; | 

JTS 45d T 5865 SHPEIEE & on hol T 
[Bipot table.” 

“Enough, my Son! I found 
& ransom, and here is & “bond that 

it shall 

it cl a4 Vea? OM py 
tear it up and th¥ow it to 5h 
He pit 6 in d safer plide—he nails 

” | it to the Oro’; ‘fie went from | 
the Cross, He nailéd the Handwritin 
uebo ih HiK 4téad, dnd gave th 
Cross to the twelve dposties dnd the 
tide predctiers, t6 carey il throng 
the world—with oe ‘Bah wi 

ed and the debt paid. It is not 
fet Uhat i op it Bow, bab the old 

debt, which had © inst, us, and 
underneath it, wri dazzling 
chatacters :— 

“THIS WAS SE ON MOUNT 
CALVARY, > 

CRAVEREED JX A THLPORAN: 

A Youn teleg raph operator i in an 
ng ro J noial town Was, nt 

ng Mod he ¢ con 
SE rx 8! would 
1 ag hyd “Ho been | 

less wi a it, thinking ; of his 
‘of a Sih and in the morn- | 

: ves. Wa hi not Bammer sven hi 
be 4 Erg oe fe Ain 2 
pease of God which the p hr 
feels. 
Absorbed with his desire, he oon- 

tinued to pray—“God be mercifal to 
‘me a sitiner,” and was constantly re- 
peating the words, when the click of 
the signal told him that his office was | 
called. * He took his place at the in- 
dtrument, and quickly and with un-| 
(usial emotion spelled his message, 
from “Herbert,” at Wiadermore, to 
J. B., at Warworth : 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which 

“In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of | | 
sins, according to the riches of his| | 
grace.” 

fire on Israel's alters. But the my- Such a telegram as that the young 
‘man had never known to’ pass the 
wires before. It was sent to a ser 
vans.girl, who, in her distress of 
miad, had written a letter to her 
brother “Herbert,” but it proved a 
double benediction, for it same to the 
operator as a direct reply from hea- 
ven to his prayer. He accepted it as 
such, and his faith saw and rested in 
the Lamb of God. 
Meanwhile the golden telegram 

went to its destination, and brought 
peace to the anxions soul of the poor 
servant girl. It saved two instead of 
one. And those words are livi 
words still, and as potent to bless 
and save—not ‘only two, but ten 
thousand times ten thousand.— 
Christian Herald. 

Prosperity’s right band is industry, 
and her left hand is fragality —John 
Ploughman, 

As Christ elevates us, he becomes 
elevated to us; they who are ghteous 
by faith have such a faith in ri us- 
ness that they behold it as far, far 
above them, and as ever calling to 
them, «“ Come up higher.” — Rev. 7, 
T. Lynch. 
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