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BY REYV. C. H. SPURGEON.
’

“ 8o when néoy had dlnfeg, Je-uln v‘:o‘tu:hx
Peter, Simon,son of Jonas, 1o
slio-:oro than thm';oﬂe saith unto Blm.Yea,

t that I lovo ‘l}oo
g b —John xxi.186,

:ﬂ u..‘t?%m, Feed My !lambs.”

Tt must be noticed that after the
fisherman had breakfasted the Lord
commonced speaking to them on the
shore about sheep and lhepherﬂl
'ﬂ;erem they all might learn & lesson
~—the first work of Christ’s servants

composed in that commission—
“@o ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature”; or,
parabolieally, « Launch out into thé
deep and let down your nets for a
&lf' ” First of all, then, they would
notice that Christ’s servants were
flsliers of men, and they were not to
pick out certain individuals; for all
a8 fish that came to their net ; they
wére to go into the highways a.nd by-
ii 8; and might they have Divine
in cation how to do it. “ Uast your |
mon the rigkt side of the ship”;
wight they have such a spiritual|

i‘ét as that. With all their uk'lngb
- it-would never break. But when-that
wis done all was not done,  a-somé
seemed to think. Christ was the
Qreat Shepherd, and He would have
under-shepherds. Christ repeated the
coInmsnds to feed three times over—
robablv meaning the babes, the

Oung men, and the aged ofHis ﬂock
‘Bt they .might be in danger of evan-
gelizmg outside men to the fargetful- |
ness of those inside the House of God.
It was not every man who was ready
at. once to become a teacher; 80
our Lord spent His life most indus-
t_i"iounly in training the seventy and
teaching the twelve. But He had to
speak more particularly that morning
of that work inside the House of God,
that feeding of sheep and lambs. As
to that shepherdising of Christ, first
there was the sphere, secondly the
man, thirdly his preparation for the
work, fourthly the work itself, and
fifthly the motive under whioh it was
to be carried on. The sphere was
that evidently indicated by our Lord
by His thrice-repeated command,
Mr. Spurgeon believed that the Lord
meant by “ My Lambs” those who
were little in grace, those who had
but the grain of mustard-seed faith as
vet. These needed great care. And
“wetfknese was the idea conveyed in the
word lambs ; and so, in the Charch of
God, all such as are weak—and,alas !
how many they were!—all such as
were doubting, all those who were as
yet babes, and have need to be fed
with milk, scarcely knowing how to
go, are usually bewildered in doctrine
and apt to be stunned—all such they
were to watch over in the first place,
to coafort the feeble-minded, support
the weak, be patient towards all men.
They must deal carefully and teaderly
with the lambs of the Father, and he
thought this was the reason they
were comm:itted to Simon Peter, be-
cause he had found out that his
strength lay not in hiwaself. He had
been very weak. Therefere he said
ounce more, Look to the weak ones of
the church. But he did not think
that was the main idea in the text,
the feeding of children; there were
old sheep in the great fold who were
wounderfully weak. They must look
very anxiously and carefully after
those were young in Christ, although
they migbt be old in years. Assoon
48 ever a person was converted amd
added to the church, it should be
the object of his fellow-members to
say, “ We will look after him. He
bas but newly come among ws; and
we must be doubly generous to those
who scarcely know our way as yet.”
Let them follow up the newborn ones,
who, like babes, were strong in de-
sires, and strong in nothing else.
8till, they must by no means overlook
those who were youngjin years, and
had been brought to the Saviour.
How they could thank God that they | P
had s0 many dear children who al
réady knew Christ. They never,as a
church, said that a certain age wonjd

be necessary before a child could

ml
tised believers’ baptisel, B0t adujt

possess faith in  Chsist.

tism. They w % AmO)
86 who were ms of ¥
ful piety ; they were u
of parsons who came into the chureh
late in fife. -y

kept from ohildren? If a dootrine be

too sublime for a child, it was rather
due to the teacher’s cenception of it.
He was afraid many of their sermons
often went over the heads of the
young folks, who might be as true
christians as the old folks. He thought
they ought espevially to feed the
mmm work is so profit-
able. They were glad to welcone
those who came into the fold Iate in
lifs, but they had scarcely taken up
their spade and pruning-hook before
it'was time to lay them down, and
the time spent in their traiming \ni
soarcely rewarded by the short tpace
of time they were in service. Nay,
rathier, beggin to teach the cliild early ;
for early piety often became eminent
piety ; #d the child has probably a
ebﬁgm df years in which,through
himy, God miy be glorified and othets | i
mlbuod Then it was most prefitable
‘work beoatse it also trained the teach-
or's humility. If they wanted “big”
golid e, lét them look for them
 amorigst those who were much ~with
the lambs. Secondly, who was the
man to d6 this work ? The true chris- |
tian, and he would never get too big
for his place of seeing after children
unless he was swallowed up with
pride. Let them look to it that they
did see to the children who were in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter was a
warm-hearted man, and probably had
the oharge addressed to him on that
account. He was & leading man.
Children, they knew, would always
gather eagerly where there was «
warm heart, a8 did the flies on the
wall in the sunshine. And Simon was
now a greatly indebted man. Ac-
ocording to that rule of the kingdom,
“he loved much because he had been
much forgiven.” Oh, that many of

might do it well, would, ia the fact of
schools who were doing work in a
lame way for want of teacheérs, rouse
themselves and say. ¢ Hitherto I
have left it to the young fold, I will
do so no more. I will go and join
these workers, and will endeavor to
soek also to feed the lambs.” And
they would ndtice too that when the
Lord called a man to a work He pre-
pared him for it. God gave Peter
the practice before He gave him the
commission. They could not feed
children unless they fed themselves,
Especially must ateacher prepare for
teaching children by being much with
the Master, as Peter was. An hour’s
communion with Christ was the best
preparation for teaching the young
or the old. It was the preparation of
self-examination ; and it never hurt a
true-hearted man to search his spirit ;
it was only the hypoorite who flinch-
ed from such an ordeal. A genuine
man wanted to know whether he
really loved Christ or not, so he look-
ed thus-at his heart to settle the ques-
vion.The best preparation for teaching
the lambs was to have love for them
and love for Ohrist. A shepherd who
did pot love his sheep was a hireling,
and pot a true shepherd, and would
flee away in the time of danger. But
a true shepherd of the sheep would
love them to the utmost of his life,
and then lay it down if need should
be. They preached and taught love;
and how could they do that if they
bad not love in their own hearts?
Their object, was or should be, to
oreate love to Christ in the hearts of
men and women, and to foster it
where it already existed in the lambs
of the flock. How could he or she
convey the love of Christ to another
if he had it not himself? He went

to the children’s service chilled, as if

he were a stream of water or a wet
blanket to put it out, rather than a
flaming fire to kindle it. It was cer-
tainly the grandest preparation for
the ministry, whether exercised in the

pulpit or in the Sanday-school, for a
man t0 have in his heart love to
Christ and love to those sbout to be

sphere, the man, and:

the preparation;
he would now - briefly allade v’ the
work.

swould soon die if &

the elder ones amongst them who

taught. He had new spoken of the &)

lieve, l‘*o,”lnd ne :"'f- '
it is he is to bqhevg. The;
imparted some sound, |

doctrine—res! feeding. : ‘ped forward, and said: « Wilt

was food they ge"rﬂlth” the

dmner— I1; but it was no use Jomg
80 unless there was some  eat.
By all meand let the Iifabal Haye
something solid to sustain them ; for
the Tambs of Christ could not "li fed | Lawgiver
on anythipg they liked to &em,
and they might half poison them by
bad tedching Therefore théy shontd
be very cautious. Ande st be
fed more than once a week; not mere-
ly on Budsys ; fauba iﬂﬁadﬁmry
fed
them once & week. S0 ﬂd’iﬂntnal
lambs of Christ neéded’ cotinual
teeding ; their teschers  shbuld be
careful about their 8’8’ souls
day by day, and should' be myerful

about their children’s souls ¢ hen
t‘ilay were not waching them feed-
work ‘must be ; the
teachers must be bisy a§'t ipherd
on the farm du ‘the’ lamb.
ing seamson. He took' it that

there was nothing which 80 en-
grossed every. fuculty of man as
that of the care éfsouls. “Phey must
be seeking all the week to géé some-
thingfresh to say,and they must study
the way ih which it waa to Besaid ; if
the food was to be put’ bafore the
lambs 8o that théy ocould reully re-
ceive it, thoy should bor avit. The
motive shonld be the doneluding
thought. “TLovest thou M&? Feed
My lambs.” The work' will’ to be
done for the Muster aund wot for
themselves. When the Lard gave a
man something to do; He also gaveé
bim semething to suffer, and: He had
trusted them with the care of His
lambs and His sheep, 4ad:the motive
for doing such work wasto be that
of love. First, as a proof of love,
“If ye love Me keep My command:
ments.” “If ye love Mg, feed My
sheep.” If they really loved Christ
let them lay themselves out to help
others, thatChrist might have joy of
them.

CHRISTMAS EVANS ON THR ATONEMENT.

It seemed that I saw’ a liuge cem-
etery, in which were lying an untold
number of Adam’s race; the place
was full of caves, and a thick cloud
enveloped the whele, so that the
light of the sun, the moon, or a can-
dle could not be seen there; the
doors were a thousand times stronger
than the brass deors of this world,
and they were safely locked up with
immortal locks and bars, by divine
justice, so that there was 1o hope of | ce

‘ever escaping from this dark place.

“In Adam all die.”

At the dawn of the morning I saw
Mercy descending from heaven in
the chariot of the early promise, and
accompanying it was a person like
the Son of Man, or seed of the wo-
man. Mercy called at the iron gate,
saying : “My brother Justice, thou
art here keeping 4 watch over this
cemetery, and hast saaled the deadly
stone with God's seal.” “Yes, I am,
my sister Mercy, whgt wilt thou
have ?’ My desire is to have a frée
passage to enter inunto the inhabitants
of this cemetery; if I had, I would
put the form of Fife instead of death
on this isolsted place.” ¢ Under-
stand me, my sister,” “] know that
thy love of justice will not permit
thee to break these locks, and I can-
not open the door; not because of
mine enmity towards these unkappy
inhabitants, but because I'love God’s
law. ¢ Without shiedding of blood
there is no remission.’”

Then Mercy tursed her cheerful
face—a glance of which was enough
to produce a ray of hope ia the cem-
etéry—and the Seed of the woman
was standing by her side. «My
brother, Jubtice, wilt thod take a
bondsman, tifl ‘the time come to shed
it, that T might have the key of
danth’s gate jb eniter in uto them »

igvwired Jastice,

“Feed My lambe’ With|gourt above, 44 i
la-mwlymmmm ;

) g ' o .‘Ti \\i_';,..,‘l o
the Seed of the woman s

takeme ap  hopdsmantl’; Justige
scanned him closely and said: *Yes,
willingly, and for a atitions

mote, T wecesddry, bésausp thod hist
in the court of
m etern 3 8 ﬁ

wllt.
e .;w mﬁ‘ sl
“ Justios, whet s uby, demand ™
“ Humiliation for exaltation, a llfe
for a life, snd; death fot dea
“Here am I, said thé Seed of the
woman, “putting my hand in thine,
and writing my namé in. the roll of;
the booki whidh I give thee, that ¥
will make ap stonemeunt, whose vir-|
tue will counterbalance the sin of the)

world! And give thou the. key off{

the cemeteny  to Mercy. Say thow;
thé great: Juatice ‘of heaven, what)
téme shallb I put down in the bond;
which! [ 'give in: the name of my
whole chirch ? When wilt: thon have
me appear as-ope of the inhabitants
of theidead: aity.?”

“A6 the eiid of four shwdnf
yeurs after cloding this ap” “Very|
'well, I ami willing; and berewith T}

give you a document under my hand: |
‘Lo, I come? Here is one capy for|
thee to kéep in ‘the great office off
justioé ; and another copiy for thel
patriarchs, prophets, and Modes, se{n
the chief custodisn.” ¢ And here
am 1” said Justice, © plicing the
key it the hands of Méroy. "

“And for the purposé of showing
the mitare of the payment, the -né
oessity for it, and to work faith and
expectationt in my charch for the

ransomed vear of this ocemetery, I|

seét up the ceremonial law in my
name, and as a shadow of me, in it§
sderifices, and its atoning feasts, to
remind of sins, and to show forth
the true sacrifice, and that I will not
change my mind.”

The fire which burned the Jewish
sacrifices eame originally from hea-
ven, and was a sign of God’s aveng-

ing anger against sin’; and the blood |
dipmsagen 1 . taketh away the sins of the world.”

that was offered, was a sign “that
pothing could extinguish the curse of
the law, but the bleod of Jesus
Christ. Great and long was the
contest between the bloed and the

riads of dumb beasts whose blood
was shed in the flames of the altars,
were as nothing in strength, value,
or virtue, to put them out. Bas in
the fulness of time, the Messiah was
born, of one of the daughters of the

cemetery, and he appeared, within it,
as the Lamb of God, and the four.
teenth day came to tdkeé him, and
bring him to the altar. He was
taken in Gethsemane—he submitted
as 4 lamb for the staughter ; the altar
was sét, not in the temple, but out.
side the gates of Jerusalem, on the
place of dead skulls. He, himself,
was the priest, the sacrifice and the
altar. He was bound to the horns
of the altar, about 9 o’clock in the
forenoon—a day to be remembered
forever ; the Fire took hold of him

like a devouring plague, saying :—«1|.

am Justice, [ will spare none; jus-
tice I must have; I have burned
myriads of IsrdePs lsmbe, and if I
am not extinguished by burning the
Lamb of God—who alone can take
away the sins of the world—I shall
burn the whole semetery, bodies and
gouls, int hell below.”

The devouring fiames of the curse
continded to swallow, and burn ; and
the blood to drop down into the
flames, until some thonght that the
fire would co «?uer. The contest
was unparslleled from the 6th to the
9th hour, and dul'iug this ﬁlho of
questionable victory, there was noth-
ing but silénce over all the mountain,
But, a1 8 o’¢lock in the afternoon,
after thqpvongln ﬂﬁa had bnrnqd"
through all the of humanity,
it wouched the dwo!\theGo&hpid‘

md, ,itw:m?{‘

-

lwals against thy people to lin, givon
to th : o}
up to thee; |

y18 45 T 5865 SHPEIEE & on tho T

:nﬁﬂng table.”
“Knough, my Son! I found
& ransom, and here is ﬁo “bond that

it shall

s thon it,|
it a4 Ve ® O by
tear it up and thiow it to gﬂsmn
He pit 6 in o safer plide—he naile
” | it 10 the Orobs;; ‘¢ went from |
the Cross, He nailéd the Handwritin
ko i KK 4téad, dnd gave th
Cross 10 the twelve dposties dnd the
tide predctiers, 16 oarky il tH¥ong
the  world—with M ‘Bahwi

ed and the debt paid. It is not

it Uhat i o5 it B, bab the ol
debt, which had © 'iﬁ us, and
underneath it, wri E‘uhng
c‘ifﬁouu‘-—

“THIS WAS 8E ON MOUNT
CALVARY, >
WWV‘W'

A Youna teleg pb O’Pii‘itor in an

ng llﬂx vi noial town 'h a&xlouc‘
¢ ﬁn& ilq oon
M“ﬁ ‘ wonl
! ag it. o I)een
less dl 9“ t, t.bmkj of his

‘of a Qavfour and in the morn- |

. mnq’ Wmeg not

Sammer sven hi
ng':r? f;:hwe; l'ougingw 2

pesse of God which the Cﬁnimsn
feels.

Absorbed with his desire, he oon-
tinued to pray—“God be mercifal to

‘me a sitiner,” and was constantly re-
peating the words, when the click of
the signal told him that his office was|

calléd. ' Hé took his pldce at the in-

dtrument, and quickly and with un-|
(usial emotion spelled his message,
from “Herbert,” at Wiadermore, to
J. B., at Warworth :

“Behold the Lamb of God, which

“In whom we have redemption

;throngh his blood, the forgi'vonm of | |

sins, according to the riches of his| |
grace.”
fire on Israel’s alters. But the my- '

Such a telegram as that the young

‘man had never known to’ pass the

wires before. It was sent to a ser-
vans.girl, who, in her distress of
miad, had written a letter to her
brother “ Herbert,” but it proved a
double benediction, for it vcame to the

loperator as a direct reply from hea-

ven to his prayer. He accepted it as
such, and his faith saw and rested in
the Lamb of God.

Meanwhile the golden telegram
went to its destination, and brought
peace to the anxions soul of the poor
servant girl. It saved two instead of
one. And those words are livi
words still, and as potent to bless
and save—not - only two, but ten
thousand times ten thousand.—
Qhrun'an Herald.

Prosperity’s nght band is industry,

and her lefi hand is frugamy —John
Ploughman

As Christ elevates us, he booome‘e
elevated to us; they who are uom
by faith have such a faith in ri us-
ness that they behold it as far, far
above them, and as ever calling to
them, «“ Come up higher.”— Rev. 7,
T. Lynch.
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