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OUR POLITICS.

In the narrow sense of this term it
8 now well known that the Curis-
TIAN Vis1T0R does not exist for the
purpose of discussing politics. Lest,
however, this should be misunder-
stood, we deem it of importance to
place ourselves before our readers in
the true light in which we may be
regarded as politicians, and the
CHRISTIAN VISITOR 28 a channel for
ventilating our views.

Government was given to the
world by God himself. First it
was patriarchai, then a 7heocracy.
God governed directly through com-
munications to rulers of his own sel-
ection. Then a king was demanded.
God gave a king according to the
clamoring prayer made for one.
Christ endorsed even a heathen gov-
ernment. ‘“Render to Cwmsar the
things that are Cwesar’s.” We, un-
der the British flag, have a good gov-
ernment. It is not a Theocracy,
neither is it a heathen government.
The favor of God,however, rests up-
om it. God has set England, as our
learned correspondent “Viator” has
intimated, in the front rank of the
nations. Already great things, under
God, for the human race have been
accomplished. Judging of the future
from the past, much more may be
expected. It would be unworthy of
a christian journal, circulated in any
part of the great British Empire, to
be neutral, indifferent, to the present
and the future of these great interests.
We are not indifferent.
neutral. In the matter of defending
our country—protecting our homes ;
yea, of defending and maintaining
the whole British Empire against
wicked aggression; of fostering a
Canadian loyalty; of the sacred
rights of individuals to life and the
liberty to hold property ; to possess
and exercise the franchise and to
worship God, agreeably to the moni-
tions of conscience and the direc-
tions of divine revelation; of the
maintenance of law and order in the
coromunity ; of the principles of re-
presentative government, the people
ruling through chosen delegates ; of
loyalty to the Queen and the British
coustitution and of christian churches
unconnected with the State ;—in all
these, and other kindred subjects,
we can be counted in as politicians.
We live under the benign influences
of a christian civilization, and a
christian government, and, as citizens,
we must feel our moral accountabili-
ty, and under all circumstances do
our duty.

But in regard to politics, as the
tera is commonly understood among
us, the CEBRIBTIAN VisiTor does not
exist for political ends. Itis not a
political paper. It is no part of our
purpose to select men for representa-
tives. Into the periodical contests
of who shall represent the country
we donot propose to enmter. It is

, Dot our business to define and de-
- fénd” polivics. We have another
mission. Our chief end is' the ad-
. ¥#ioement of the religion. of Christ ;
m advovacy of Baptist  principles ;
_ahe rosering and forwarding of ¢ iris
*tian wisions and morals; the
_municating of $uch news and

intelli.

We are not|

- fwork

gence as will add to the pleasute
and enlighitetment | of our’ readers
generally; and, in all other ways, to
exercise the funotions of an efficient
religious newspaper.

Nevertheleas, there are a few sub-
jects mixed up with the details of
politics, as known amongst us, con-
cerning which we would count it
criminal in ourselves to be silent.
Fortunately on these subjects we
have 1n our readers a united constitu-
ency. Let any man or party of men
lay their hands upon our public sys-
tems of education in these Maritime
Provinces to destroy them, or even
to mar and cripple them, and no un-
certain sound will be heard from the
Visitor. We are in favor of diffus-
ing more and more light among the
people. Whoever attempts to deny
the advantages of education to the
masses of the people is an enemy - to
the people, and we shall connt all
such men and parties our enemies.
In addition to this, we @laim the
privilege of establishing and main-
taining Aocademies, Colleges, and
Theological schools, over which, as
Baptists, we can, under “God, exert
the best and most salutary christian

_|influences. Let politicians attempt

to deprive us of these rights and to
limit us te State Institutions, and we
will be on this subject politicians of
the most pronounced and fearless
type. Then, there is the matter of
Temperance: No one who has read
the CasisTIAN VIsiTor expects it to
be a deaf and dumb journal in regard
to this most important subject. On
this subject we are not merely poli-
ticians; we are radioals) irreconcila-
ble radicals. No half measures will
give us perfect and permanent con-
tentment. Our aim is destruction—
total destruction. Prohibition, utter
and final, is the goal of our ambition.
These are our doctrines as religious
journalists. Here we take our stand.
In thus presenting our political plat-
form, we are niore than assured that
anything less than this would make
us, in the eyes of our intelligent con-
stituency, unworthy of the trusts and
responsibilities assamed. The Bap-
tist peeple of these Provinces are so
thoroughly enlightened, that they
can discern the , consistency and
soundness of the ground we occupy.
But whether railroads shall be built
by governments or companies;
whether syndicates are a good or an
evil; whether high or low tariffs will
best advance the public interests—
these things and many such like we
leave to experts and professional
journals, of which there is an abund-
ance. We do our work. They do
theirs. We are politicians and we
arenot politicians.

NOBLE GIFTS.

It will be good news to our read-
ers to learn that Bro. Jacob Brad-
shaw of Hampton has placed in the
hands of our Foreign Missionary
Board $20.000 the interest of which
is to be used for the promotion of
the Home and Foreign Missionary
work. The Foreign Board will hold
the whole sum and pass over from
year to year the interest of one half
the amount to the Home Mission
Board to be used by it acoording to
certain conditions. Bro. Bradshaw
made his money in shipping and now
desires to use a portion of it to pro-
mote vhe interests of Christs King-
dom. He has also built 8 handsome
church edifice at Hampton and pre-
sented it to the Baptist Church. He
has given a valuable property inm St.
Martins to the Church in that place,
and it is in his heart to do somethiag
noble for another denominational in-
terest. We trust our brother, who
i8 now well advanced in years, may
live to see all the societies upon which
he has set his affection greatly in-
creased in their power §o do good
by his gifts, and that the conscious-
ness may be his that it is more bless-
ed to give than to receive. The gifts
already made with those contem-
plated will make Bro. Bradshaw the
greatest financial benefacter our De.

nomination in these Provinces has
ever had.

OF Tar 237 undergraduates in the
Glasgow Unniversity of the second

-] years course, seventy -mfaiﬁ?a‘sily
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PERSONAL. /
Mr. Spurgeon has retirned 6 Lon-

don much improved in wﬁhi.
A X

visit to Mentone.

Rev. P. M. McLeod is now pastor
of the Baptist Church Berlin Wiscon-
sin. His health is now good and his
little ones are well and happy. .

Rev. Dr. Robins . ex-President of
Colby University and Professor of
Ethics in Rochester Seminary; has
been forced by ill health to resign.
Many of old students to whom he
had endeared himself will learn it
with sincere regret. ¢

Rev. Dr. Kerfoot, of Eutaw * Bap-
tist Church,Baltimore, a classmate of
Dr. McGregor of Halifax in Ger-
many, has aceepted “ a) eAll to the
Strong Place Baptist Church, Brook-
lyn. He is one of the most promis-
ing of the young Baptist ministry
of the Republic. s 4

Rev. Dr. Culross succee Rev.
Dr. Gotch in the Presidengy of the
Bristol Baptist College. Dr. Gotch
was an admirable instructor ’anq es-
pecially strong as a He Dr.
Culross is said to be equal to the
post, and the friends of Bristol re-
joice in his appointment.

Rev. Dr. Miller of Mﬁﬁentf
ly celebrated his fifty-fourth birth-
day, or the ladies of his ¢hurch made
a celebration of'it and led him’into
the mysteries of a douation; scene
with a supper attachment, We con-
gratulate our gravbwlié&f‘“}iend
senior and will forgive him past re.
missness if he will only come mext
vear and see his old friends.”.. Write,
the VISITOR patrons wani_to hear
from you. ‘ ® R

Es

GRUMBLERS. £

A writer in one of our. exchanges
thus discourseth :—

(1) If these overlasting chureh Efitmb-
lers ever were converted, need it
again. (2) The church is $0 be pitied
that is mﬁed w[tl; one. m)'l;ho poor
pastor needs special prayers and s
thy that must cime in contiel with and
feel the fangs of such a * brother.” (4)
The community is specially cursed where
such an evil influence is exerted lga
‘“ brother ”’—there is._real danger that
sinners will fall over him into distruc-
tion. (5) He g:uld be excluded from
the church on, the plea that he is just ab-
solutely un get-a-long-able with, and
hence, is an evil in the earth. (6) While
one sinner can deésfroy inuch good,’ one
evil chureh member ou}m ten o
one. (7) The spirit of ault-finding and
wrangling is ‘not' that of ' the gospel
of Christ. (8) Itis no mark of special
talent to oppose what others se,
e;eryh sim xiet,on can doi that. tr?) ‘%
church ought to rise up in its strengtl
and throw off all its chrenie tﬁﬁll‘gs

ot

EDITORIAL NOTES. '+
- Sk Cn.«nws_’i‘—unnn si’:ant{ his
holidays in Halifax. He has returned

to Ottawa.

TrErE are 1,000 boys at present in
Girard College, and the expenses of
the institution are about $1,000 a
day.

Dr.J. W. TayLor. a Quaker, has
left 700,000 to found an imstitution
for the education of women, and to
be under the control of the Quakers.

Joseru Cook thinks the tide has
turned in the highest places of schol-
arship, and that conservative Chris-
tian scholarship stands to-day on
adamant. 2

WE direct special attention to the
interesting Boston correspondence
by Dr. McKenzie. His articles are
always read and the people like print-
ers cry for more copy.

THERE are now grave . doubts in
the minds of the Methodists whether
the basis of union will be adopted. It
is bard to unite the episcopal ele-
ments in the several bodies.

TaE alomni of Brown University
(Baptist) contributed $80,000 toward
the renovation of University Hall.
The freshman class at this ! institu-
tion numbers ninety members.

Tae acknowledgments for For-
eign Missions, Woman’s Aid, Con-
vention, and VisiTor subscriptions,
with Editorial  and other Wr,
crowded out. Will appear mext
week. . b @

n, | in favour of it can g

~ 1880 there were ot
dents graduated in - ‘
United States, and there H :
gradaates from " law. schools, and
3,600 in medicine. TLet Christians

ponder.

Tae fine weather atumn has
enabled the fishermen of Digby Neck,
Long and Brier Island’s to keep at
their calling till the holidays. They
find 4 ready sale for their fish in a
green state. (Y

Four Baptist churches in Rhode
Lsland, which a few years ago adopt-
ed the practice of open communion
with quite a flourish of trampets,
have renonnced the error of their

way and returned to the regular Bap-
tin¢ fold,

Rome continues to mske accessions
from the Churoh of Eugland. The
last converts are Sir Tatton Sykss
and family, ~Sir Tatton is immeuse-
ly wealthy, having iu the East Riding
of Yorkshire alone an annual rental
amounting to 0180,009: :

Tuz Cheistian Indez. of Georgia
has changed Proprietors but it is not
o lode ifs sholarly and sqund'editor
Dr. Tucker wor the assistance of hia
admirable Alabama assistant Dr.,
Henderson. We always read the
Indea for it is vigorensly edited.

Joserr Cook said' the - other da
in reply to'the question : “What are
the chief obstacles to-the progress of
Christianity ?” Corruption of the
human henrt first, next the torpor of
the churches. Would that we had
1000 evangelists of the Edwardean
type.

Carr. WiLsoN, of Barrington, died |-

in Halifax on the 6th inst. from a bul-
let wound accidentally received in
his neck in a shop in Halifax. It is
thought Gambetta, the foremost man
in France, and only 44 years old,
lost his life by the accidental dis-
charge of a pistol.

A PLEASANT MEETING was héld in
connexion with the Institutien of the
Deaf and Dumb in Halifax on the
20d inst. A huge Christmas Zhee
was a special attraction. Mr.Hutten
the efficient Saperintendent finds a

hearty welvome among friends after | er’

some years absence.

TaE 69th Anniversary of the Nova
Scotia Auxiliary Bible Soeiety was
held in Halifax on the 2ad inst. The
income of the Parent Society for
1882 £199,784 sterling. 'The ex-
penditure was ' £190,787.° From all
the stations 2,939,645 copies of the
Bible have been issued during the
year. :

Dz. Howarp CrosBy declares his
opiuion that the reception of black-
mail by municipal officers prevents
the enforcement of the laws for the
restriction of the liquor traffic. He
belieyes that one officer has received
as much as $75,000 a year for pro-

tecting liquor-sellers, gamblers, and
disorderly houses.

THE three Baptist Academies in
Maine affiliated to Colby University,
viz. Houlton, Waterville and Hebron
are all said to be unusually well pat-
ronized. That means students for
Colby, and plenty of students mesns
a speedy supply of all things  requis-
ite to place the Uuiversity abreast of
the best in the land.

IN Twenty-six years, Spurgeon’s
Pastor’s College has sent 639 students
into the ministry, and they have bap-
tised 48,189 persons. At is avnual
meeting, Spurgeon said : * There is
an Independent chu: ch only waiting
for me to say the word, and the
whole church will become Baptist, in
order to receive one of our students.”

A Note from Westport,Digby Co.

under date of Jan. 2d, says: “A ahoct

of earthquake which lasted about
thirty seconds was_felt here aboug 10
o'clock on Bunday evening Deo, 81.
It was felt more on some parts of the
Island than otheis. The iée on a
large pond covering several acres
was broken by it, leaving large fis—
sures 8aid to be as much as#ix inches
wide in some places, o s
Tuax British
its next

Eatd

session in Montrea

Y | ber 28th and closedon Friday last.

| and others took part.

”’ NURE

e . Tantvary
‘| tifio giants would' give'a fresh im-|has Bow removed thither and j;
country. The' strangers too might| Zhe Stas he gives jj :

learn that all the Wwisdom is hot east
of the Atlantie. - b o

- Dr. MACFAYDEN, | ‘resident of the
Epglish Congregational Uaion, in a
paper, wrote ;  There is not a pure
Baptist cbtirch_'in‘hsnﬂlm of any
size. Dr Maolu_r;ofln‘g,l_n crowded, but
it is open communion.” This we
believe to be true, and it shows how
leading Pedobaptists look at our poor
attempts to be consistent Baptists
while practising . epen communien..

sttention whioh his marked Jig
ability enables him to do, it wij |
come & power in the rapidly deyg
ing North West.. We wish the o

Academy great 80088 in thej;
portantwerk. . . '

from our ecorrespondent Vi
We M .‘M ,;~t¢-;;;»ham 0thy
equally interesting from the o
source. Behind the nom ds

College ayq |

Y Sy

Wi -oall: attention Lo the h
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With such a state of thingsis it a|our readers have in “Viator a goyllr si
wonder Baptists grow so slowly in|man well known in these Proviz il wh
Englaund. for his learning, piety and broa] o i

A wriTER from Eastern Conneocti-
cut,in the Zraminer, referring to
the persecutions formerly suffered by
Baptists in that State, 88y8 ; “ The
bhouse still stands in Norwich Town
from which a score of men:and wo-
men were taken by process of law,
and driven on foot through cold and
rain, a distance of sixteen miles, and
there placed in jail without food or
fire, simply because they persisted in
worshiping God in. harmony with
their conscientious belief.”

Mission ARy Trems.—The Baptist
Missionary Conferencé general, for
India, opened at Caloutta on Deeem:

It‘is expected’ that the Rev. R. San-
ford/ was ‘present to represent our
Mission and its interests. o
The Canadian Baptist ~ Teluga
Conference ' is to meét &t Bobbili,
with Rev. and Mrs.  George Church-
ill, about the middle of January.
Rev. R. Sanford' is meeting with

encouraging tokens at Bimlipatam.

-THE celebration of the 25th anni-
versary of the Baptist church at Tru-
ro took- place on Tuesday of last
week. There was an_¢ld-fashioned
ocnference meeting and a Tea, Pa-]
pers were read by the Rev, Mr. Mar-
tell and by Dr. Page. Mr. Martell’s
paper was on the early history of the
Baptists in that part of the country.
Dr. Page gave an oatline of the
church’s history from its commence-

s pastorate.. The Rev. Mr. Steele

-

Wge fancy there are not a few
whose observation is similar to that
of the goed Methodist Doctor of Di.
vinity who says through a Southern
religions paper: “[ have known huan-
dreds of men and women who made
no pretensions to holiness, who had
experienced no ‘second blessing,’
who had found ne ‘new light,! who
sought no ‘higher life,’ who, in fact,
were just as pure, true and holy in
life and conversation as the best so-
called ‘holiness people’ I ever saw,
and not half so troublesome in the
church.”

A coop brother who left this city
sonie two years ago and removed to
the Province of Quebec writes in or.
dering the Visitor: “I have only
been to meeting three times since
leaving my old home. There is no
true religion here. The people are all
French Roman Catholics and there
is no Sunday after 12 o’clock.

I have been to Quebec and met
dear old Brother Marsh the pastor of
the Baptist Church and had a pleas-
ant conversation with him. May the
Lord bless youall.” 1t seems that
Holy days even in America don’t
tend to Sabbath observance.

" Lros GamserTa died on the first
day of the New Year. He first came
before the public in Paris as a lawyer
of great ability. On the fall of the
Empire in 1870, on account of his
well known republican pringiples,
Gambetta was made minister of the
Interior to the new Government.
When the Germans shut up Paris,
Gambetta performed the exploit of
escaping in.a balloon. He endeavour-
ed, by raising an army in the South
of France, to drive the Germans
back into their own country; but
fate was against him.  The Republic
has lost an able and fearless sup- |
I

By the Rapid City Standard we

¥

Rapid City Academy, both. Baptist |
prospering. To all a)
uv o‘u i.' e i

liberal sentiments.
every respeot highly qualified 1,
us letters of the most substantis]
interesting character,. Aithough,
membered with s in‘name as
tist, yet n6 man outside of the heg
is better qualified or more willing
accord the denomination its ful|

of worth thati “Vistor” Wo s
be glad to hear from him often, y
can assure him and all our oon
pondents the attention
iu‘talligom audience.

wheels have rolled ns through ano
er twelve month and fairly intrody
ed us into - the beginning of anoths
year.

order, and may be made exceedin
profitable.
sense remains unblunted, who by
marked the marvelous changs
bounded by this now completed oy
of time, and reslized the faet th
through them all he has been safel
conducted by the will of an smn
present providence, to sueh an o
will come, with an intenaity propor
tional to his consciousness of Divin
goodness manifested toward huma
ill desert, a ptinhll;emq?f the con

h‘ i ,“_‘ ] S od it -
ment to the begﬁnn’ing of Mr, ’Gouoh- mmbn'nmco' ::3’";}5%:2:; :
own forgetfulness and indifferenc
On the one hand, he beholds m
cies mere numberless than the s
on the other, ingratitude such as b
could never manifest towards a hu
man benefactor, . - ”

propriately say,
“I have most unfaithful bn.~
Of all who have thy grace received;

Ten thousand times thy goodness seen,
Ten thousand times thy goodness grieved.”

tains for us who tak
blessing or a curse. These month
‘may be either the ashes from whenos
arise new forms of life, fresh hopes,
whose inspiration, like long rays of
light, already illumine the days that
lie before us; or, it may be the poa:
tom that shall haunt the coming
months, the cloud, whose denseness
obscures the blessed sur of Right]
eousness, the millstone, against whose
earthward pressure we cannot stand
erect. . .

God and the Comforter tell the soul|
that it may and ought to be the
former.

tanic satisfaction in portraying on
magnified canvass all that we would
fain forget of unworthy thought, or
word or deed; invites us to look at,
the picture in all its blackness, re-
minds us that God hates sin, and will|
assuredly punish hj '
it, and then’ complacently tells the.
soul that another twelve month’
hence, when he has the privilege of
exhibiting the record of 1883, we.
shall find it more black than this
Oh, wbat an unhappy prospect!’
‘Who can wonder that the man who
allows the devil to be his special
artist of the paint brush, loses heart, |
and, feels like giving up a -contest.
where ail the odds are against hiw.

ed brother, before you lay down your
armor apon the threshold of this nev
o g A

notice that” “Prairie College” and 1::,

i ap. | Turn i

“Viator” {
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¥or the Visigor. . ]
RETROSPECTIVE CONTEMPLATION. |

BY REV. J. F. BARTLRTT.

Timq’.a névei-tafqing chari

Retrospective glances are noy j

To the soul whose mg

Not one of us who my not ap

And this retrospective dook con
, either

Satan declares it shall be the latter;

The enemy of our souls takes Si- Jbis
org
.‘l
or)
he)
li
"y
ion

\

who commits

But wait 8 moment, my discourag

his is a very pecgliar pic
an has been
e, fi

g, 058




