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“MY HOME 18 ON THE OTHER SIDE.” 

BY MARY A. BARR. 

Wounded in the fight beside the Nile, 
Out of the watching and the strife, 

A soldier sought his English home, 

To spend his last few days of life. 

Se young, so brave, and yet he knew 

The days were number'd he could live; 

And glory seemed ~o vain a thing, 

And fame could little comfort give. 

Not fearing, but yet longing sore 

For justone word of peace and love; 

That unto him. and him alone, 

Might seem » message from above. 

He sought it in the calm fresh morn, 

And in the sunset’s dying flame, 

From holy priest, in holy book, 

But it was thus the message came: 

One summer eve he paused to rest 

Beside the church’s holy place, 

Just when the gloaming still and dusk 

Threw over all its mystic grace, 

Then came a little peasant child 

And opened wide the churchyard gate; 

“Do you not fear?” the soldier asked, 

“To cross when it is dark and late?” 

She lifted up a smiling face, 

And in a pleasant voice replied: 
“Oh, no! besides 1 have to cross: 

My home is on the other side’ 

Then on she went her lonely way, 

Her form was lost amid the gloom; 

She never knew her simple words 

Had lit his pathway to the tomb. 

He took the message calm ax d sweet, 

And ever after to his rest \ 
He went with unreluctant feet. 

The words kept singing in his heart; 

They were his comfort and his guide. 

And at the last, he whispered clear, 

“0 soul! the road thou need’st not fear, 

Thy home is on the other side!” 

Visitor Pulpit. 

“LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED.” 

A New Sermon by Pastor C. H. Spurgeon. 

‘‘ Let not“your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father's house are many man- 
sions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if 1 go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where [ am, there ye may be 
also. And whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know.””—JoHN 14:1-4, 

These words are in themselves 

much better than any sermon. What 
can our discourse be but a dilution 
of the essential spirit of conselation 
which is contained in the words of the 

Lord Jesus? New let us, first, taste 

of the bitter waters of heart-trouble ; 

and, secondly, let us drink deep of 

the sweet waters of divine consola- 

tion. 

I. First, then, let us taste of 

THE BITTER WATERS. 

‘“ Because I have said these things 

unto you, sorrow hath filled your 
heart.” It was this—Jesus was to 
die : their Lord, whom they sincerely 
loved, was about to go from them by 
a shameful, painful death. What 

tender heart could bear to think of 
that? Yet He had told them that it 
would be so, and they began to re- 
member His former words wherein 

He had said that the Son of man 
would be betrayed into the hands 
of wicked men, and would be scourg- 
ed and put to death. A bitter 

draught this! In proportion as they 
loved their Lord they must have 
deeply grieved for Him ; and they 
needed that He should say, “Let not 
your heart be troubled.” 
To-day these who love the Lord 

Jesus have to behold a spiritual re- 
petition of His shameful treatment at 
the hands of men; for gven now He 

is crucified afresh by fe who _ac- 
count His cross a stumbling-block 
and the preaching of it foolishness. 
Ah me! how is Christ still misunder- 

stood, misrepresented, despised, 
mocked, and rejected of men! A 
malignant spirit is manifested to the 
Gospel as once it was to Christ in 
person. Some with course blasphe- 
mies, and not a few with cunning as- 
saults upon this part of Scripture, 
and on that, are doing their best to 
bruise the heel of the seed of the 
woman. In proportion as you feel a 
zeal for the Crucified, and for His 
saving truth, it is worm-wood and 

all to live in this age of unbelief. 
vist Jesus is nailed up between the 

two thieves of superstition and unbe- 
lief, while around Him gathers still 
the fierce Spe son of the rude and 
the polished, the ignorant and the 
wise. 7 

In addition to this, the apostles 
"had for an outlook the expectation 
that their Lord would, bg away from 
them. . They did not at first under. 
stand His saying, while, 
‘and ye shall not see ust ‘ood a 
pac while, and ye shall see Me, be- 
cause I go to my Father, 

see the state of ‘religion among us. 

sorrow ; ‘and something of his kind | TI. We 
of feeling often crosses our own 
hearts as we tremble for the ark of 

the Lord. My heart is sad when I 

Oh, for an hour of the Son of man in 

THESE DARKENING DAYS ! 

It is written, “There shall come in 

the last days scoffers;” and they 

have come, but, oh, that the Lord 

Himself were here in person! Oh, 

that the Lord would plack His right 

hand out of His bosom, and show us 

once again the wonders of Pentecost, 

to the confusion of His adversaries, 

and to the delight of all His friends. 

He has not come as yet! Well-nigh 

two thousand years have rolled away 

since He departed, and the night is 

dark, and there is no sign of dawn. 

She ship of the church is tossed with 

tempest, and Jesus is not come unto 

us. We know that He is with as in 
a spiritual sense ; but, oh, that we 

had Him in the glory of His power! 
Surely He knows our need and the 

urgency of the times; yet we are x ) 

to cry, “It is time for thee, Lor 

to work ; 

law.” 

But they felt a third grief, and it 
was this : that He was to be betrayed 
by one of themselves. The twelve 
were chosen men, but ene of them 

was a devil and sold his Lord. This 
pierced the hearts of the taithful— 

“the Son of man is betrayed.” He 

is not taken by open seizure, but He 
is sold for thirty pieces of silver by 

one whom He intrusted with His lit- 
tle store. He that dipped with Him 
in the dish had sold Him for paltry 
gain. This cut them to the heart, 
even as it did the Master himself ; for 

our Lord felt the treachery of His 
friend. 

Of this bitter water the faithful at 
this hour are made to drink; for what 

see we at this day ? What see we in 

various places but persons that are 
reputed to be ministers of Gospel 
whose main business seems to be to 

undermine our holy faith, and batter 
down the truths which are commonly 
received in the christian church ? 
Certain of them preach as if they 
were ordained not of God, but of the 
devil ; and anointed not by the Holy 
Spirit, but by the spirit of infidelity. 

Under the banner of advanced 
thought,” they make war upon those 
eternal truths for which confessors 
contended and martyrs bled, and by 
which the saints of past ages have 
been sustained in their dying hours. 

It is not an enemy ; then we could 
have borne and answered it. If the 

outward and avowed infidel attacks 

inspirations, let him doso. It isa 
free country let him speak ; but when 
a man enters our pulpit, opens the 

sacred volume, and denies that it is 

inspired, what does he there? How 
does his conscience allow him to as- 
sume an office which he perverts? 
To make him a shepherd whois a 
wolf; to make him a dresser of the 
vineyard who, with his axe, cuts up 

the very roots of the vines; this is 
an incomprehensible folly on the part 

of the churches. It is a dagger to 

every believing heart that Judas 

for they make void thy 

tian church by so many of the pro- 
fessed ministers of Christ. “They be- 
tray their Master with a kiss. 

Then there came another pang at 
the back of this; for one of them, 

though true-hearted and loyal, would 
that night deny his Lord. Peter, in 
many;respects the leader of the little 
company, had been warmed that he 
would act the craven and vehemently 

a [deny his Lord. This is bitterness in- 
deed, of which those that love the 
church of God are compelled full often 
to drink, to see men whom we cannot 
but believe to be the disciples of 
Jesus Christ carried. away by temp- 

and his gospel are virtually denied |e 
by them. The hearts of some who 

followers. Her 

text, of which 1 bid you dri 
"wo Now's 

drink of 

and refresh our souls. EF 
wonderful text our Master 
to us the true means of com 
der every sort of disquietnd 
puts he it? “Let not your 
troubled” —believe. 
down your Bibles, and you 
that this direction is repeated, He 

says in the opening of the nth 

verse, “Believe Me ;” and a 

in the second clause; “Believe A 
I thonght as I tried to etter 
meaning of this sacred utte 
I heard Jesus at' my wide 
thrice to me, “Believe Me! B 
Me! Believe Me I” 14 theré no a 
curs, them, for a troubled heart’? No 
other is required. This is allsufti- 
ciént through God. Regard‘ 
the one and only physic for 
ease of fear and trouble. 

soribes, “Believe, believe, believe in 
Me! mm 

doctrines, but in Jesus Himself—in 

Him as able to'éarry out every prom- 
ise that He has ‘made. 
Him as you believe in God. ‘On@ has 

is a thonght ef spiritual infancy; 

should be represented in the cbris- | 

tation, by fear of man, or by zg 
fashion of the times, so that Christ |. 

best love - Jesus grow heavy at they 
sight of ‘the worldliness and luke- |He w 
warmness of many of his professed reigns of Pro 

it. seems to me to | put 
be a most seasonable hour for intro- po 
ducing you to the sweet water of our{earth 

nk ill ‘abundar i 

£6 un- 

dow 
" be 

ook Kindly : 
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Jesus pre- 

Believe not only in ‘edrtain 

Believe in 

been at times apt to think it easier to 

believe in Jesus than in God, but this 

more advanced believers find it: not 
80. 
These disciples knew that the 

Saviour was to be away from 
them, so that they could not see Him 

nor hear His voice. What of that? 

Is it not so with God, in. whom we 
believe? “No man hath seen God at 
any time’—yet you believe in the 
invisible God working all things, sus- 
taining all things. In the same man- 
ner believe in the absent and invisible 
Christ, that he is still as mighty as 
though you could see Him walking 
the waves, or multiplying the loaves, 
or healing the sick, or rai 8 he 
dead. Believe Him, and sorr nd 
sighing will flee away. 
But now our Lord proceeded to 

say that theugh He was going from 
them He was only going to His 
Father’s house. “In ‘my Father's 
house are many mansions.” Ay, but 
this was sweet comfort, “I am go: 
ing,” said He, “and on ‘My wag you 
will ‘see Me scourged, bleeding, 
mocked, and buffeted; but I shall 

pass through al! this to the joy amd 

rest, and’ honor of my Father's house.” 

He was in Tact, 

GOING HOME, 

as ason who js returning to his 
father’s house, from which he had 
gene upon ms father’s business. 
He was going where He would be 
with the Father, where He would be 
perfectly at rest, where He would be 
above the assaults of the wicked; 

where He would never suffer or die 
again ; He was going to reassume the 
the glory which he had with the 
Father before ever the world was. 
Oh, if they had perfectly understood 
this, they would have understood 
the Saviour’s words, “If ye loved 
Me, ye would rejoice, because I said, 
I go unto the Father.” Imagination 
fails to picture the glory of our 
Lord’s return, the honorable escort 
which heralded His approach to the 
Eternal City, the heartiness of the 

skies. “He was seen of angels.” 
T hey beheld that “joyous re-entry,” 

through the celestial streets of Him 

tered gifts among men. 

for you.” I think He did 
refer to the many : 

spirits, but to the ultimate 
our risen bodies, of which I % 
before long. In our ord 's 
away, as well as in His co 

every trace of hover 

and He ie £9 thro e what o 

think 

pithy de iuwon for ns. x think 

oR a “place for Poy n this & 

7 | —that there would in th 

Mark that word, “a place.” 

welcome of the Congueror to the 

the opening of the eternal doors to 
the King of Glory, and the triumph 

who led captivity eaptive and scat- 

But our Lord went much further, | wise 

for He said, “I go to prepare & pia 

At the | 
at there is'a special 

place found for their en: 

the Silateiehoniiind Nie who 
attain unto the resurrection of ‘the 
dead. “Heaven is a state,” says 
somebody. Yes, certainly, itis a state; 
bat it is a place too, and in the future 
it will be more distinctly a place. 
Observe that our blessed Lord went 
away in body ; not as a disembodied 
spirit, but as one who had eaten with 
His disciples, and ‘whose body had 
been handled by them. His body 
needed a “place,” and He is gone to 
prepare a place for us, not only as we 
shall be for a while, pure spirits, but 

as we are to be ultimately—body, 
and soul, and spirit, 
The next consolation was the pro- 

mise of 
HIS SURE RETURN : 

“If I go to prepare a place for you, 
I will come again.” Listen, then! 
Jesus is coming again. In thesame 
manner as He ascended He will re” 
turn—that is; really, literally, and ia 
bodily form. He meantno play upon 
words when He so plainly said, with: 
out proverb, “I will come again,” or 
more sweetly still, * I go away and 
come again uunto you.” This is our 
loudest joy-note, * Behold, He come- 
th!” This is our never-failing com- 
fort. 
Observe that the ‘Saviour, in this 

place, says nothing about death, 
nothing about the peace and rest of 
believers till He is come; for He 

looks on to the end. It is not necessary 
to put every truth into one sentence; 
and so our Lord is content to men- 
tion the brightest of our hopes, and 
leave other blessings for mention at 
other times, Here the consolation is 
that He will come, come personally 
40 gather us in. He will not send an 
angel, nor even a host of cherubim- to 
fetch us up into our eternal state; 
but the Lord bimself will descend 
from heaven. It is to be our marri- 
age-day, and the glorious Bridegroom 
will come in person. When the 
Bride is prepared for her. Hasband, 
will He not come to fetuh her to His 
home ? 
O beloved, do you not see where 

our Lord's thoughts were? He was 
dwelling upon the happy day of His 
ultimate victory, when he shall come 
to be admired in all them that be- 
lieve. That is where He would have 
His people's thoughts to be; but 
alas! they forget His advent. The 
Lord shall come ; let your: a an- 

ticipate 
THAT DAY OF DAYS, 

His enemies cannot stop His com- 
ing! * Let not your heart be trou- 

bled.” They may hate Him, but 
they canaot hinder Him ; they cannot 
impede His glorious return, not byl 
the twinkling of an eye. What an 
answer will His coming be to every 
adversary ! How they will weep and 
wail because of Him! As surely as 

confusion this will bring 

ing ‘atonement ! 

od away | 

consolation, 

received 
would place! 
is, that they 

joy ! joy! joy ! unutterable joy 1 i 

we not How, once for all, “dismiss 
every fear in the prospect of the end- 
lese bliss reserved for us? 

«See that glory, how resplendent! 
Brighter 

There in majesty transcendent. 

Spread thy wings. my soul and fly 
Straight to yonder world of joy. 
«Joytal erowds, His throne surrounding, 
Sing with rapture of His love; 

Through the heavens His praises sounding: 
1 Filling all the courts above. 
Spread thy wings, my soul, and fly 5 
Btraight to yonder world of joy. ® 

He lives He will come; and what 
upon. the 

wise men who at this hour are rea- | wher 

‘against His Deity and ridical. Know the. rosd Somabion: ph ng 
n I say! for He is ot tar war’ 2 

For this he the ta 

His pe ple to Himself He 
hem etern re A where He 
may be with Him. O 

far than fancy paints! 

Jesus reigns, the King of saints. 
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The Lord talks to us. an TF sin So 
knew all gbout His goings and doings; 
and so we do as far as all practical 
purposes are concerned, He says, 
“Whither I go ye know,” He is not. 
gone to a place unknown, remote, 
dangerous. He has ouly gone home, 
“Wither I go ye know.” When a 
mother sends her boy to Australia she 
is nenally troubled because she may 
never see him again ; but he replies, 

few weeks, and I shall speedily come 
back again.” Then the mother .is 

little bit of blue between her and her 
son, and looks for him te retura, if 
need ‘be. ‘Bo "the - Saviour says, 
“Whither I go ye know.” As much 
as to say—*I 
to your own “Father's house, to thi 
mansions whither your spirits ‘wil 
soon come, and Iam going’ for the 
blessed purpose of liable it ready 
to receive you in the entirety of your 
nature. You are thus nade to know 
all about My departure And My busi- 
ness. Iam goingto a glorious place | 
which ‘eye hath not seen, bat My|® 
Spirit will reveal it te you. 
know where I um going, ‘and you 
know also the way by which I am 
going—1 am going through sufferirg 
and death, through atonement” and | rheu 
righteousness ; ; this is the way to 
heaven for you also, and you will 
find it all in Me. You shall in due 
time enter heaven by My atonement, 
‘by My death, > ‘My sacrifice, for 
“I am the way’ You know the way; 

IT 18 ONLY THE WAY, 

and not the end. Do not imagive | 
that the wicked can make an end of 
Me; but believe that Christ ou the 
cross, Christ in the sepalobe, i not L' 
the end, but the way.” 
TAs: Bbw lee wy fais na. 
well as for our Lord. He could ‘not 
reach His crown except by the cross, 

His own person is open for all who 
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