
THE SUFFERER'S COUCH 
— i 

Those mé mors of tiie Sls whie h scem to 

be mere fapble wpe nodes: t Cor. 12:22, 

“My world is log { Loy me down to deg 

Weary aud travel-worn. 1 long for rst; 

Speak but the word, dear Master, and fly, 

A dove Jen 10 ime, 10 teste on thy breast.” 

“Not yet, my chil, a little longer watt, 

Lueed thy thaverfal watch at ylory’s gnte 

“But, Lod. I have no strength to wateh ox 

pray: 
My spirit is benumbed, and dim my sight; 

And I shail giteve thy waketul love, as they 

Who in the carden slept that Paschal night.” 

“My child, I need thy weakness, hour by hour, 

To prove in me, shy stregthlessnessis power.” 

“Notfo myrcll wione urge the suit, 

But love! 5 bose for me life's printloss 

bloom 

And tender, tient, uncomplaining, mute, 

Wear ont heir joyance in my darkened 

rooni.’ 

Enough, my child; [ need their love to thee; 

Around thy coach, they minister to me.” 

“It is enough, dear Master—yea— Amen; 

I will not breathe one murmur of reply 

Only fulfil thy work in me, and then 

Call me, and bid me answer, Here am 1. 

‘ My child, the sign I waited for ig given; 

Thy work i§ done; Ineed theenow in heaven.’ 

—Bickersteth, 

Hisitor Fup. 

ON LAYING FOUNDATIONS 

A SERMON BY C. IH. SPURGEON. 

“And why cll ye me Lord, 
not the things which 1 say: 
cometh to me, and he: areth my sayings. and 
doeth them, I will show you to whom he is 

Lord, and do 
Whosoever 

like: He is like # man which built an house, 
and digged deep, and laid the foundation on 
a ruck; and when the Hood arose, the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it; for it was tonnded upon a rock. 
But he that heare th, and doeth not, is like a 
manthat without a toundation built an honse 
upon the earth; against which the stream did 
b at veheme nly, and immediate ly it fell; 
and | the ruin of that house was great.” Luke 
6: 46-49, 

These parables describe two classes 

of hearers; but they sav nothing of 

those who are not hearers. Their 

position and prospects we must in- 

All 

of houses for 

fer from what 13 said of he 

builders 

and they 

Aarers, 

hearers are 

are cach one 

doing something to set up a spiritual 

habitation. Some of these go 2 con- 

siderable distance in this house-build- 

ing, and even crown the structure by 
publicly confessing Christ. They 

say unto him, “Lord, Lord;" they 

meet with his followers, and join 
with them in reverence to the Mas. 

ter’s name; but they do not obey the 
Lord ; they hear bim; but they fail 
to do the tnings which he says. 
tHlence they are mistaken builders, 
who fail in the foundation, and make 

nothing sure except that their house 
will come down about their ears. 
Others there are, and we trust they 
will ba found to be many among us, 
who are building rightly, building for 
eternity ; constructing a dwelling- 
place with basis of rock, and walls of 

well-built stone, of which the Lord 
Christ is both foundation and corner 
stone. 

I. Our first subject will be. 

A COMMON TEMPTATION WITH SPIRIT- 

UAL BUILDERS. 

thelr souls; 

A common temptation with hear- 
ers of the Word, according to the 
two parables before us, is to neglect 
foundaiion-work, to get hurriedly 
over the first part of the business, 
and run up the building quickly. 
They are tempted to assume that all 
18 done which is said to be done; to 

take it for granted that all is right 
which is hoped to be right ; and then 
to go on piling up the walls as rapidly 
as possible. The great temptation, I 
say, with young beginners in religious 
life, is to scamp the foundation, and 
treat those things lightly, which are 
of the first importance. The same 
temptation comes to us throughout 
the whole of life, but to young begin- 
ners it is especially perilous; Satan 
would have them neglect the funda- 
mental principles upon which their 
futare hope and character are to rest, 

80 that in a future trying hour, from 
want of a solid foundation, they may 
yield to evil, and lose the whole of 
their life-building. 

This temptation is all the more 
dangerous, first, because these young 

beginners have no experience, Even 

the most experienced child of God is 

often deceived; how much more the 

pilgrim who has but just entered the 

wicket-gate! The tried saint some- 
times mistakes that for a virtue which 
is only a guilded fault, and he fancies 
that to be genuine which is mere 
counterfeit ; how, then, without any 
experience whatever, ean the mere 
babe in grace escape deception unless 

he be graciously preserved? Newly 

awakened, and rendered serious, ear- 
nest fori get to work in the diyine 
life with: much hurry, seizing upon 
that which firkt conies to and, build 
ing in heedlese haste, without due 

feare and pi Somethin ng 

must be done, and they do it without 

n-king whether it is according to the 
reaching of the Lord. They call 

“Lord ;” "but they what 
A) 

J SHN do 

others say rather than what Jesus 

“vs. Natan is sure to be at hand at 

such times that he may lead the 

young convert to lay in place of gos- 

pel repentance, a i fsa that 

needs to he repented « and instead 

of the faith of God’s e! loth a proud 

presumption or an idle dre The 

temptation is, idiead of 
repenting, to talk 

instead of heartily be- 

, “I believe,” without 

believing ; instead of truly loving, to 
talk of love, without loving ; instead 

of coming to Christ, to speak about 

coming to Christ, and to profess to 

come to Christ, and yet not to come 

at all. 

This kind of building without 
foundation has this advantage to back 
up the temptation,—it ¢nables a man 
to run up a religion very quickly. 
He makes a splendid progress. While 

the anxious heart is searching after 
truth in the inward parts, and beg- 
ging to be renewed by grace, his ex- 
ulting friend is as happy as he can 
be in a peace which he has suddenly 
obtained without question or exam. 
ination. This rapid grower never 
asks, “llas my religion changed my 

conduct? Is my faith attended by a 
new nature? Does the Spirit of God 
dwell in Am I really whatI 

profess to be, or am I but a bastard 
professor after all? No; he puts 
aside all inquiry as a temptation of 

the devii. He takes every good] 
thing for granted, and votes that 

all is gold which glitters. Sec how | 
fast be gees! The fog is dense, but | 
he steams throngh it, heedless of 

danger! He has joined the church ; 
he has commenced work for God; 

he is boasting of his own attainments; 

he hints that he is perfect. But is 
this mushroom building safe? Will 
it pass muster in the last greas sur- 
very? Will it stand should a tem- 
pest happen? The chimney shaft is 
tall, but is it safe? Ay, there’s the 
rub. This is the question which 
makes an end of much of the boast. 
ing which is all around us. It is bet- 
ter to tremble at God's Word than 
boldly to presume. It is better to be 
fearful, lest after all we may be cast- 
aways, than to harden one’s forehead 
with a vain contidence. When a 
man travels upon a wrong road, the 
faster he runs the further he will go] 
astray. Remember the advice to 

common 18 

really about 

repentance X 

lteving, to say 

me ? 

which saith, “The more haste the 
less speed.” If you build quickly be- 

cause you build without a founda- 
tion, your time and toil are thrown 
away. 

In these days we do not.wmeet with 
many christians who err by dealing 
too severely with converts; the shot 
strikes the other target. Our fore- 
fathers vere possibly too suspicious 
and jealous; but now-a-days we near- 
ly all err in the opposite direction. 
Let us beware lest we cry, ‘Peace, 
peace,” where there is no peace. I 
warn you against any peace except 
that which comes from doing that 
which Jesus eommands. 

II. A WISE PRECAUTION WHICH SAFE 

BUILDERS NEVER FORGET. 

They dig deep, and never rest till 
they get a good substantial founda- 
tion. They are glad to get te the 
bottom of all the loose earth, and to 

build on the rock. Let me commend 
this wise precaution to all of you. 

Follow the text, and learn to see 

to your sincerity. The Lord Jesus 
says, “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 

and do not the things which I say ?” 
Be afraid to say a word more than 
you feel. Never permit yourself to 
speak as if you had an experience of 
which you bave otly read. Let not 
your outward worship go a step be- 
yond the inward emotion of your 
soul. If Christ be truly your Lord, 
you will obey Him; if He be not 
your Lord do not call Him so. It is 
a great point in all your religious 
thoughts, beliefs, words and acts, to 
have the heart moving in all. Be 
trae! Be true! If truth will earry 
you uo further than despair, Better 

—
 

that you stop in despair’ than gain 4 
(hope by a lic. Do not live on fiction, 
profession, presumption. Eat ye that 
which is good, and ‘feed ‘only upon 

Nir 
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the Coithap . Raember that when 
you build with the wood, hay, and 
stubble of mere notion, you are only 
gathering ‘materials for your own 
funeral pile in that day when the fire 
shail devour all lovers and makers of 
a lie. Be true as steel! 
The next thing is thoroughness. 

The wise builder digged deep. Youn 
cannot do a right thingtoo well, Dig 
deep if you do diga foundation. If 
it be repentance, let it be an intense- 
ly earnest repentanse, incinding a 
vehement hatred of every form and 
gin. If you make confession ‘before 
God, confess with your very soul, 

and not with your lips only ; lay bare 
your spirit before the glanee of Diety. 
If it be faith that you talk of, believe 
right up to the hilt. Do not goin for 
that kind of skeptical believing which 
is so common now-a-days. If thou 
believest, believe; if thou repentest, 

repent. In the purging of the soul 
there is nothing like sweeping out 
every particle of the old leaven of 
falsehood ; and in bringing in the 
gond things into the heart, there is 
nothing like bringing in everything 
that Christ prescribes, that of His 
fullness we may receive, not only 
grace, but grace for grace, grace up- 
on grace, all the grace that is needed. 
Be down-right in everything. The 
wise builder dug through the earth, 
and continued his digging till he 
reached the rock; and then he dug 
into the rock, and struck out a trench 

wherein he might lay his foundation; 
for he could not be content unless he 
made sure and thorough work of it. 
Sincerity and thoroughness are fine 
building materials. 

Next to that add self-renunciation; 

for that is in the parable. When a 
man digs a deep foundation he has 
‘much earth to throw out. So he that 
builds: for eternity has a great deal 
to get rid of. Self-trust must go at 
the beginning : love of sin must fol- 
low ; worldliness, »ride, self-seeking, 

all sorts of iniquity,—these must be 
cast aside. 

Then must come solid principle. 
The man who is determined that if 
hé does build he will build securely, 
digs down to the rock. He says, “I 
believe in God, He is my helper. 1 
believe in Christ Jesus, and on His 

atoning sacrifice and’ living interces- 
sion I build my eternal hopes. I al- 
80 build on the doctrine of grace, for 

I build on 

What 
God has said.is a-roek; what man 

hasten slowly, and the old “proverb [teaches is mere shifting sand. What 
a blessed thing it is to get down to 
the eternal principles of divine ven- 
ty ! You that pick up your religion 
from your mothers and fathers ; you 
that follow it because it happened to 
be in the family | what are you worth 
in the day of trouble? 
The man in the second parable did 

not build as he should; what may I 
say of him? I will say three words. 
First, he was a man who had nothing 
out of sight; you could see all his 
house when you looked at it. If you 
can see all a man’s religion at a 
glance, he has no religion worth hav- 
ing. Godliness lies most in secret 
prayer, private devotion, and inward 
grace. The wise builder had the most 
costly part of his house buried in the 
ground ; but the other man showed 
all that he had above ground. He is 
a poor tradesman who has no stock 
but that which he puts inte the win- 
dow. He will not last long who has 
no capital. He can not long stand 
who has no backbone within. Beware 
of a religion of show. 

Next, this man had nothing to hold 
to. He built a house, but it stood 

upon the loose soil, he easily dug 
into that, and stuck np his house; 
but his walls had no hold-fast. Be- 
ware of a religion without hold-fasts. 
But if I get a grip upon a doctrine, 
they call me a bigot. Let them do so, 
Bigotry is a hateful thing, and yet 
that which is now abused as bigotry 
is a great virtue, and greatly needed 
in these frivolous times. I have been 
inclined lately.to start a new denom- 
ination, and call it “the church of the 
Bigoted.”  Everbody is getting to 
be so oily, so plastie, so untrue, that 
we need a race of hard shells to teach 
us how' to believe. Those  old-fash- 
ioned people who in former ages be- 
lieved something, and thought the! 
opposite of it to be false, were truer 

| from a bad foundation. 

the Lord hath said it, “By grace are | 
‘ye saved, through faith. 
Scripture ; nothing but the warrant 
‘of the world will do for me.” 

folk than the present. t e-seryers. : 
The teachers of po : ry doubt 
ful teachers. A ms anh pe 

111. A SET OF ARGUMENTS, URGING US 

TO TAKE CARE OF THE FOUNDATION. 

thing to hold to, or’he will n 
bless himself nor others. 

I will glance over these arguments, 
wishing much that I had time to en- 
force them. The first is this, We 

ought. to build with a good founda- 

tion at the beginning, because other- 
wise we shall not build well in any 
other part of the house. Bad work 
in the foundation influences all the : 
rest of. the courses. In the Revised 
Version at the end of the forty-eighth 
verse instead of, “For it was founded 
upon a rock,” we read, “ Because it 

had been well builded.” The house 
was built well at the bottom, and that 
led the workman to put in good 
work ali the way up, so that all 
through ¢it had been well builded.” 
The other man built badly under- 
groand, and did the same up to the 
roof. When you get into the habit 
of slovenly work in secret, the ten: 
dency is to be slovenly in public too. 
If the underground part of our relig- 
ion is not firmly laid upon Christ, 

then in the upper part there will be 
rotten work, half-baked bricks, mud 

instead of mortar, and a general 
scamping of everything. When a 
great Grecian artist was fashioning 
an image for the temple, he was dili- 
gently carving the back part of the 
goddess, and one said to him, “You 
need not finish that part of the statue, 
because 1t is to be built into the 

wall.” 
see in the wall.” He had a right 
idea of what is due to God. That 
part of my. religion which no man 
can see should be as perfect as if it 
were to be observed by all. The 
day shall declare it. When CLrist 
shall come, everything shall be made 
known, and published before the uni- 

verse. Therefore see to it that it be |. 
fit to be thus made known. 
The next argument is, build deep, 

because of the ruin which will result 
The foolish 

buiider’s house was without a founda- 
tion, Notice that word, “ without a 
foundation.” Write down the expres- 
sion, nnd see whether they apply to 
you or not. What happened to this 
house without a foundation ?. The 
stream beat vehemently onit. The 
river's bed had long been dry but 
suddenly it was fiooded, and the tor- 
rent rolled with tremendous power. 
Perhaps it was persecution, perhaps 
it was prosperity, perhaps it was 
trouble, perhaps it was temptation, 
perhaps it was prevalent skepticism, 
perhaps it was death ; but, anyhow, 
the flood beat vehemently upon that 
house ; and now we read the next 

word,—‘ And immediately it fell.” 
It did not stand a prolonged assault, 
it was captured at once. ¢“ Immediate: 
ly it fel.” What! in a minute, all 
that fair profession, gone? ¢Im- 
mediately it fell.” Then itis add- 
ed, “ And the ruin of that house 
was great.” The house came down 
with a crash, and it was man’s all. 
The man was an eminent professor, 
and hence his ruin was all the more 
notable. It was a great fall because 
it could never be built up’ again. 
When a man dies a hypocrite, cer- 

tainly there is no hope of restitution 
for him. O men, if vou lose a battle, 
you may fight again and win another; 
if you fail in business, you may start 
again in trade and realize a fortune ; 
but if you lose your sculs, the loss is 
irretrievable. Once lost, lost forever. 

There will be no second opportunity. 
Do not deceive yourselves about 
that. Therefore dig deep, and lay 

every stone most firmly upon the 
foundation of rock. 

1 

THE AVERAGE MINISTER. 

There is no class of men for whom 
I have so much respect and affection 
as for average ministers of the Gos- 
pel. They are not sustained in their 

He replied, «“ The gods can |. 

—
 

— of mel en, kilbwing fant shite 

reward is in Heaven, It lis these 
average ministers who have extended 
the Church over thi§ broad gontinent 
and established missionary stations 
around the world. ..Jet us honor 
them as God does. Let us not pro- 
voke Him to anger by treating them 
with indifference or contempt. And 

if we ourselves are but average min- 
isters in the estimation of the world, 
let us rejoice that God has counted 
us worthy ; for to be his ambassador 
in some frontier settlement'is nobler 
than to wear the crown of an Emper- 
or.—Dr. Rabb. 

STRONG IN HIM. 

BY A. D. WALKER. 

ee 

The great Dr. McLeod was once 
ealled in to see a sick and dying boy" 

how do you feel ? 
« Oh, I am strong in him’ 

the child. 
And the great man kneeled down 

and thanked God that out ot the 
mouth of babes and sucklings he had 
perfected stremgth. 

Blessed indeed is it to be rtrong in 
the Lord when death draws near; 
but we equally need his strength in 
the activities of life. We may well 
sing, “I need thee every hour,” for 
truly we can not take a step without 
God-given strength. 

Said one Christian gentleman who 
resided in one of the cities near New 
York, and who had his place of busi- 
ness in the latter, “I never go over 
the ferry in the morning without ask- 

' replied 

ing God to help me to control my 
temper.” 

He felt that a ‘quick temper was 
his besetting sin, and that he had no 
strength of his own to control it. 
We all have our besetting sins ; 

and oh, how much divine strength is 
needed to overcome these. They are 
often as thorns in our flesh ; and yet, 
in our hours of discouragement, we 
feel that we have no power to over- 

come them. But God said anto 
Gideon, “ Go in this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel from the hand 
of the Midianites.” 
And though these tempers and 

other sins rise up like the host of 
Midian and confront us, we need not 
be discouraged, for if we go in the 
same strength as did @ideon, we 
shall overcome. God's strength was 

In all the little duties that often 
appear so trifling and yet so annoy- 
ing, we need God's strength. To do, 
then, well, is a8 much walking with 

God asis praying and reading the 
Word, if they are done with a desire 
to please God. 
And we often find it harder to do 

right in little things than in great. 
And why ? Beesuse in the hour of, to 
us, some great event, we feel our 
need and weakness, and look up to 
our God as a refuge and strength ; 
but in our ordinary life and duties 
we are prone to forget our need, and 
then we fall. 

Let us seek the Lord and his 
strength for the duties, the little da- 
ties of to-day, and then at the hour 
of death we shall, like the dying boy, 
be ready to exclaim, “I am strong in 
kim.” 
Let us ask for this strength, study 

the Word to gain or increase in it, 
and let us especially beg that we may 
not be depending on self, that worse 
than useless dependence. 
“ Be strong in the Lord and in the 

power of his might.”— American 
Messenger. 

Fear Not. 

All kidneys and urinary complaints, 
especially Bright’s Disease, Diabetes and 
Liver troubles, Hop Bitters will'surely 
and lastingly cure. Cases exactly like 
your own have been cured in your own 
neighborhood, and yoa can findl reliable 
proof at home of what Hop Bitters has 
and can do. 

A Blessing in Disguise. 

No one would suppose that the intro- 
duction into a fawily of a battle of Purt- 

labers by popular applause and news- 
paper puffs, but by the love of Christ 
and the souls of men. They ‘are pa- 
uent, persevering,seli-denying.~~They. 
endure as seeing Him who ig invisible, 
They lay the foundatiods for oihers 
to build upon. They de not éstimate | 
themselves at so many. thousands a 

‘NAM’'S PAINLESS CorN EXTRACTOR would 
be the means of restoring peace aud pros- 
périty. "Corns are painful, and the ¢on- 
stant consciousness of this upon the best 
natured produces nervous depression, ill- 
temper; recklessness leading to a desire: 
to spend their time away. from the bosom 
of gf Shplc. family. 

am’s Corn Extractor on hang.’ yess, bu are Wiling. i, work: oven 
though poorly. paid and not. CRP Proprietors. 

Sold everywhere. N. OE 
] 17 

“My little fellow,” said the doctor, | 

his might. 43 

In order, jo 9 the { ; 
mentioned always keep a bot- | Myxchrotahin 

MIN ISTERS ! 

per 500, 
a { School Cards from 5c. per 16) § 

to 30¢c. per dozen, 
Marriage Obrtificates, with Envelopy 

and registering blank, i doz... | 
Photograph and Autograph Albums a; 

reduced prices. 
Haney & fommen dey, 6 vols, &Mericay 

Boar “RE. 

Treasury of David,b voi er vol, 
Serve fa reli i Aco pe ol ; 
story ol © } ' 

Notes on the rd 
Langes’ odie: d= era. 
Hugh Miller's Works. 6 vols., TL TTT 
Typology of the ipl gn by Fair. 

bairn, 2 vols.,each............... 
Kitto’s Biole Illustratinms, 8 vols.,. 
Macaulay's Histery of England, 5 Yols, 

J.E. ERR fo X 
MeSHANE 

‘Manufacture thoss 
brated CHIMES and 
for Churches, ute. 

. EN List d circular 
free. Addiess WH 

McSHANES: 00, Baltimore, Md., U8 8. ly 

BIBLES. 
We have now in stock Bibles of ¢ 

variety, which we will dispose of at 
lowing rates: 

Pocket Bible, sheen, y $ 
se Reference, Leather, 

[0 

Pocket Bible, Reference, Leather, 
with clasp, 

Pocket Bible, Reference, ‘soft cover, 
‘ LL. 

““ 

Large Family Bible, Hhustaated and 
Revised N. T. 

Large Family Bible, Illustrated, 
“ex. binding, 

Testaments from 10cts. upwards. 
Revised Version 15cts. to 

J. E. HOPPER, 
99 Germain St., Nt. John, N 

Waterbury & Risin 
34 KING ST., OPP. ROYAL HOTEH 

212 Union Street. 

Have just Epona a full stock of all § 
ATEST STYLES OF 

LADIES’, MISSES AND CHILDREN 
Boots and Shoe 

Also a large stock of 

HAND PEGGED WOE 
Suitable for Country Trade, constantly) 

Hand, may [ 

"KIDNEY -WOR? 

may24lyr 

FLAVORIN 
EXTRACTS. 

Lemon, Rose, 

Vanilla, Almonds 

Peppermint. Cinnamo 
These goods are standard strength, 

superior to ‘the many chesp preparation 
the market. 

KIDN 

PUT UP BY 

Parker & Nevins, 
WARKET SQUARE, ST. Joh 

L. L. SHARPE 
Watchmaker : 

and Jewell 
No. 34: Dock Stross 

A FULL ASSORTMENT OF 

Watches, Clocks, Jewelry, Silve 
CHEAP FUR CASH. 

WATCHES, CLOCKS and JEWELRY 
paired, in a tho. ough manner and at re 
able rates. Remember the place, 

No. 34 Dock Street. 

GODS 
At Low Quotations. 

The subscriber now offers the balance of 5¢ 
mer stock in 

COTTONS, WOOLENS 
PRINTS, TWEEDS, 

Dress Goods, 
At Aly rices, to make 100m} reduced 

TALL and WINTER weoRTATION 

A. EVERITT, 
Wholesale Dry Goods Warehous® 

(MARONIC BUILDING) 

92 and 96 Germain pre 

jute ’ ho gi 
TAG TART oct: fh ris 
a


