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¥ light: 
hold gy hand 

Throughout the night. 
1 do not hope to have the thorns removed 

That pierce my feet; 

Tonty ask to find his blessed arms 
My safe retreat. 

1f he affiicts me, then, in my distress, 

Withholds his hands; 
If all hic wisdrm I cannot conceive 

Or understand — 
I do not think to always know his why 

Or wherefore, here ; 

But sometime he will take my hand and make 

His meaning clear. 

if in bis furnace he refines iny heart, 

To make it pure; 

only ask for graee to trust his love— 

Strength to endure; 

And if fierce storms beat round me, 

And the heavens be overcast, 

I kinow that he will give his weary one 

Sweet peace at last. 

— Whispers of Peace 

Pisitor Pulpit. 

THE SAMARITAN WOMAN AND HER 
MISSION. 

BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

ee 

“And upon this came his disciples and mar- 
velled that he talked with the woman; yet no 
man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest 
thou with her? The woman then left her 
waterpot, and went her way into the city, and 
saith to the men, Come see a man whic told 
me all things that ever I did: is not this the 
Christ? Then they went into the city and came 
unto him.” —John 4: 27-30. 

Behold our Lord and Master with 

divinely skillful 
single soul! 

I would fain go, if I were young, 
for thirty years to learn how to talk 
as He did, if his own Spirit would 
teach me the lesson. Souls have to 

be brought to salvation by a gentle- 
ness and wisdom such as the Saviour 

used when he fascinated the Sama- 

ritan woman into eternal life, and 

¢nticed her to the truth ; so enly can 

[describe that wondrous power 
which he exercised over her in a few 

short but blessed sentences with which 

Ie addressed her. 

WOMAN'S GOSPEL PLACE. 

art seeking after a 

Now turn a moment from that glo- 
rious One, that perfect man, and yet 

infinite God, whom we would lovingly 
adore before we look away from Him. 
Here come his disciples | They have 

been into the city to buy food—an 
errand most needful —that they and 
their Teacher might live. But see! 
When they perceive Him 
with a woman, they marvel, each in 
hisown way. For these disciples of 
Jesus were steeped in the customary 
antipathies of the age. First, it was 
sufliciently offensive that the person 
with whom Jesus was conversing was 
v woman, My beloved sisters, you 
bwe much to the gospel, for it is only 
by its agency that you are raised to 
your proper place. For what said 
the rabbis ¥ “Rather burn the say- 
ings of the law than teach them to 
women ;’ and again, “Let no man 
prolong conversation with a woman ; 
let no one converse with a woman in 

the streets, not even with his own 
wife.” Women were thought to be 
unfit for profound religious instruc- 
tion, and “altogether inferior beings. 
This poor woman also had the mis- 

fortane to be a Samaritan, and above 

all things Jews hated Samaritans, as 

aliens and heretics, who dared to call 
Jacob their father, and to believe 

themselves orthodox. Jews and 
Samaritans much alike, and 
you know the sects that approach 
nearest to each other usually reserve 
their bitterest 

were 

HATRED) FOR THEI NEXT ot} KIN, 

They will tolerate those who are 

far removed from them, because they 
are altogether in the darkness of 
error, and ~0 are somewhat excus- 

able. But those who have s0 much 
light they detest for not seeing eye 

to eye with themselves. We pity a 
dumb man, for he can not speak at 
all, but we are indignant that oue 
who cap say “‘Sibboleth” will not 
iake a little wore trouble and pro- 
nounce it “Shibboleth,” as we do. 

Sarely he might go that other inch 
and be quiteright. This woman was 
one of those Samaritau heretics who 
had dared to set up an opposition 
temple to the one at Jerusalem, and 

say that they also were the people of 
God ; so the disciples shrank from 
Mgr, and marvelled that Jesus did 

wot do the same. . How could so. 
o#00d a man mix Himselfup with 

people 

«the disciples, one of the sweetest 00 

ferences that, was ever, held 

ba “broken up, and brought to a close at 

talking | 

Yet they were disciples, were they 
not ? Oh, yes, and true disciples, too; 

but, alas, no breakers of communion 
are more blamable or more frequent 
in the offense than Christ's own dis- 

ciples when they are out of sympathy 

with their Master. You see, they 

are 
THINKING 

and about the Saviour’s need of it; 
and these tho ights were most proper, 
but not very elevated or spiritual ; 
and they come wondering that Jesus 
speaks with a woman, and so the 
holy conference ends, and the woman 
must go. O, when any of you draw 
near to Christ, and He is just lifsing 
the silver veil from His dear face,and 
your eyes are beginning to behold 
Hmm, mind that you keep your door 
shut. “O, but it is a good man at 
the door.” Yes, but he will be just 
as likely to mar your fellowship as 

anybody else. 
Observe that the woman now be—_ 

comes a messenger for Christ. She 
bas to quit corferring with Him to 
go and testify about Him. She did 
not go uubidden though, for she rec- 
ollected that the Lord had said at an 
early period of the conversation, “Go, 
call thy husband, and come hither.” 
So she goes to call her husband. 
THE WOMAN LEAVES HER WATERPOT. 
She left her waterpot, first, for 

speed. Perhaps vou have got it into 
your head that it was an ordinary 
English waterpot, such as you water 

the garden with: possibly you so 
picture it, rose and all. Nothing of 
the sort : it was a big jar, or large 

pitcher of earthenware, she had to 

carry on her head or her shouider, 
quite a load for her, and so she left it 

that she might run the more quickly. 
She was a wise woman to leave her 

waterpot when she wanted to move 
rapidly. 

Others think she did so.because 
she was so taken up with her errand 
that she forgot her pitcher. It is 
blessed forgetfulness which comes 
of absorption in a holy design. When 
the King’s business requireth haste it 

ABOUT THE MEAT, 

is wise to leave behind everything 
that would hinder. Sometimes youn 

will have to keave your shop to wina 

soul. You will cast up a row of fig- 
ures wrongly, and wonder why : and 
the reason will be that before your 
mind there fluttered the soul of a 
gswearer or the figure of a drunkard, 
or the image of a fallen woman, and 
vour heart was filied with the longing 

to find the lost sheep. Never mind. 
I dare say the woman had her water- 
pot again, and vou wili get back to 
business again, and rectify your 
blunder, and attend to the shop, and 
set all matters right : and if a soul is 
saved you will have made a profit by 
any loss you have sustained. 

HER MODE OF ADDRESS. 
She said to the men, “Come, see a 

man, that told me all things that ever 
I did; is not this the Christ?” Ob- 

gerve first, when she did go back to 
the men she had but one aim, and 

that was to bring them to Jesus. She 

cries, “Come, sce.” She did not tell 

anything about their sin at the time, 
nor try to reform their habits; she 

called them at once to Him who 

could set them right. She knew 
that if she could bring them to Christ 
all things would come right inevitably. 
It is good for you to shoot only at one 
target. Choose your design and aim 
at it, and not at two objects. Drive 

away at the souls of men in the name 
of God to get them to Christ, and 
nothing short of Him. Labor for 

this ; be willing to live for this, and 

to die for this. that men may be saved 
by Immanuel’s love, and blood, and 
Spirit. 
Note how short she was. 

Erskine calls her 
THE FEMALE PEEACHEK. 

I am not so sure of the correciness 
of the title. If women preached just 
as long as she did, and ve longer, no 

Ralph 

testimony is all in one verse, and is 
just an invitation ' and a question. 
There needed no mere. words; no, 
not another half a word. She said 

re {exactly enough ; for she was success-| 
[07 43004 a8 the result of; this conduct of | ful in leading the mea to. Jesus, who 

than she could. Ican not call her | Anointed, 
words 5 sermon ; at say rate, you 

one could find fault with them; her|. 

gould do. the prefching far ‘better this 

Then, it was so sensible. There is 
a dispute about the exact force of| 
what the. woman said, bap -most of 
those who give us precise translations 
differ from our common version, Tt 
is what she meant ‘and belie¥ed) Hut 
not exactly what she said. She pro- 
bably said, “Come, see a man which 
told me all things that everT did : 
Can this be the Christ Sor, “This 
is not the Christ, is He ?" She did 
not say He was, but she suggested it 

with great modesty for the men to 
examine. This led them to come, if 

it was only to set the woman right. 
~ Possibly they thought her a poor, 
mistaken body ; but in their superior 
wisdom they would look into the 
matter, and so the thing she desired 
was granted her. O, to have our 

wits about us for Jesus ! Observe the 
force of her reasoning. His power to 
read her heart, and manifest her to 

herself, was conclusive evidence tv 
her that a special anointing was upon 
Him. 

THE INVITATION. 

It is a clever as well as a genuine 
and hearty invitation. She says, 
“Come, see.” This was putting it 
most fairly, and men like a fair pro- 
posal, and the Holy Spirit works by 
means which suits the mind. She 
does not say, “You must and shall 
believe what 1 say.” No, no; she is 
too sensible: she says. “Come and 
see for yourselves ”’ and that is ex- 
actly what I want to say to every un- 

converted person here this morning. 
In fact, this is Christ’s own word to 
the first disciples, “Come and see ;’ 
and they used it when pleading with 
others, saying to them, “Come and 
see.” 

Moreover, this woman's invitation 

throws the responsibility upon them, 
She says, “Come and see.” Thus 
would I say to you—if you do not 
come and see, I can not help it, and I 
can not help you either. 1 can not 
stand sponsor for you; use your own 
judgments and clear your own eon- 
sciences. Come and see on your own 
account. If you do not, then the 
blame must rest with you. If *you 
do, then your personal investigation 
will be sure to end in a blessing. O 
dear hearers, I may preach the gos- 
pel to you, but [can not go to Christ 
in your stead. You must come, you 
must repent, you must believe ; you 

|muet lay hold on eternal life for 
yourselves. Nothing but personal 
religion can possibly save you. The 
womans call was a geod exhortation 
in that respect. 
Whey you try to win a soul do not 

try 
THE “G0’ SYSTEM, 

but use the “come” system. When 
man cries, “I can not go to Christ,” 

or “I will not go to Christ, look at 
him through your tears and cry out, 
“Friend, I am a sinner like yourself, 

and have no hope but, in the precious 
blood of Jesus. Come, let me pray 
with you; let us go to Jesus togeth- 
er.” A sister’s heart spoke out in that 
word “Come.’ 

Again, what a blessed vanishing of 
the spréiker there is. I have heard of 
brethren whose preaching is spoilt 
because they are so self-conscious. 
The man wishes you to feel that he is 
speaking in a first-rate style, and is an 
eminent divine. When he has finish- 
ed the common exclamation is, “I 

never heard such a clever man.” But 
he was not so wise as he might have 
been or should have been, for he who 

preaches rightly, makes you forget 
himself ; in fact, the observation 

about him, if it comes out at all, is in 

this fashion —«I did not detect any 
eloquence; anybody might have 
talked like that, but somehow I have 
felt as I never felt before.” The fish 
knew little about the angler, but he 

| knows when he has swallowed a hook. 
When the truth has gone righ 
to the hearer’s heart the form of 
speech is of little consequence. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

Ap argument lies al d 
and if you look at the text 
or two you will dncgres. : 

ceals it 
od have already: 

a ply 4 

‘we all things that ever I did.” 

t home 

| garment knew his fer: 

h_ 

its very climax. (Just when Jesus | would not for mg to prea does mot argue that pe a 
had saidy “Lb that speak unto thee am briefly; ever, brevity is a At prerf Samaritanmgrees gus | Here is a ring for my 

He,” theh 1t rt pe jere they | virtue. Do not crave to be flugnt, | be the Christ, “then ga knew 1 wanted a fo 
come, these cold, Ailey path 8tic ones. [only ask to be earnest. and Hsten to Him, lo keepme i in memory of 1 

become His followers. Alas my dear 
bearers, I am obliged to urge that ar- | p 
gument with many of you, because 
you are not so practical as these Sam- 
aritans. You believe that J esus is 

toe Christ. I suppose evéry dan 'and 
woman of you does that; why then,| 
do you not believe in Him as your 
Saviour? You never had a doubt 
about his God-head ; why, is He not 
your God? “If I tell you the truth,” 
says Christ, “why do you not believe, 

me 2° If this be the Anointed One 
whom God had sent to take away the 
sins of men, why have you not sought 
Him that he may rid you of your 
sins ? There is no reason in your 
course of action ; it is illogical and ir- 
rational. This woman did not argue 
the point, because it did not need 

arguing. 

But what she did argue was this: 
“This man who was just now sitting 
on the well, is He not the Christ?” 

“He must be Christ, because He has 

revealed to me myself; He has told 

The 

words are wide. Stop, dear woman; 
surely He bas not revealed all your 
life, certainly net in words. He has 
revealed your unchasity, but nothing 

else... But she was right. Were you 
ever out in a black and murky night 
when a single lightning-flash has 
come. It has only smitten one oak 
in the field, but in so doing it has re- 

vealed all tke landscape. It struck 
one object, but all around you was 
light as day for the moment. So, 
when the Lord Jesus Christ revealed 
this woman’s lustfulness, she saw 

clearly the whole of herflife at a sin- 
gle view, snd the Lord had indeed 
told her all things that ever she did. 

Do you wonder that she said, “Is not 
this the Christ ?” 

Beloved, no one proves himself to 
be truly anointed unless he begins by 
showing you your sins. If any teach- 
er leads you to hope that, without re- 
pentance, or any sense of sin, you 
may be saved, he is not of Christ. I 
charge you fling away any hope which 
is not consistent with your own en- 
tire hopelessness apart from Jesus. 
If you have not known yourself a sin- 
per you cannot know Christ as a 

Saviour. Some are preaching up now- 
a-duys a dry-eyed faith, and men 
seem to 

JUMY INTO ASSURANCE 

as if there were no new birth, no cen- 

viction of sin, and no repentance. 
But it is not so: “Ye must be born 

again.” That birth is not without 

pangs. Trust in Christ brings a 
hatred of sin and a mourning be- 
cause of it. A man cannot hate what 

hc does not know; but this woman 

was made to see her sin, and that 

sight proved that the Messiah was 
dealing with her. 

The non-repentance prophets cry, 
“Peace, peace,” where there is no 

peace ; they film the sore, but Jesus 
puts the lancet into it, lays it wide 
open, and makes the patient see the 
gangrene of the wound, and then He 
closes it up, and with his heavenly 
ointment makes a sure cure of it. 
There is no binding up the heart that 
was never broken; there is ao com- 

forting a man wo has always been 
comfortable ; there is no making a 
man righteous who always was right- 
eous ; there is no washing a man who 
has no filthiness. No, and this is 

what the Messiah does ; he lays bare 

the disease, and this is a proof that 
He is sent of God, because he does 
not adopt the flimsy, flattering mode 

of deceivers, but goes straight to the 
truth, Her argument is—He must 
be the Messiah, for He revealed me 

to myself. 

Secondly, He must be the Messiah, 

for He has revealed Himself to me. 

Jesus has revealed Himself, and now 
she says, “I see that He knows me, 
and knows all about me.” Wonder- 
fal it is how the gospel robe exactly 
fits a man ; when he gets it and puts 
it on he feels that He who Higds this 

» 

| proves the omniscience of my 
¢ yThen+she seemed to i them 

Every want is forestalled jas oe 
viour. 

too, “This is more to me a great deal 
than it can be to you; for He has 
dealt personally with me; therefore 
I abide in my assurance that He is 
the Christ ; but go and learn the 
same arguments for yourselves.” 
When conviction comes personally | N 
home, and the discovery is all about 
your own state and character, it has 
a special power over your heart and 
mind to make you say, “This is the 
Christ.” 

I wish 1 knew how to say some- 

thing that would make you uncon: 
verted ones hurry to Christ, but if 

anything ought to do so it is this. 

in this )Jife, and die without Him ? 

God grant you may not die without 
having listened to Him and received 
Him : but if you do, you will be wak- 
ened up at the last day from your 
grave with the blast of a terrible 
trumpet, and with the cry of “Come 
to judgment! come to judgment ! 
Come away!” Whether you will or 
not, you will have to come, and see 

a man sitting upon the great white 
throne, judging the nations; and do 
you know 
WHAT HE WILL DO WITH YOU THEN ? 
He will tell you all things that ever 
you did, and as the scenes pass be- 

fore your mind’s "eye, and as your 
own words go ringing again through 
your ear, you will be sore distressed. 

It will be your hell for Jesus to tell 
you all things that ever you did, and 
you then will see the argument: “Is 

not this the Christ?’ Bat, alas, He 
will be no Saviour to you, for you re- 
fused Him. He will then tell you, «I 
called, but you refused; I stretched 
out my hands, but no man regarded.” 
Still shall proceed that awful tale of 
all things that ever you did, conclud- 
ing with this—you reeeived mercy, 
you rejected Jesus, you turned away 
from salvation, you would not have 
this man to save you, and therefore 
have you come to have your past 
made the fuel for your everlasting 
burning. God grant that no one 
here may ever come to that. 

Asove THE WorRLD.—%“There 1s 

no greater mistake,” said Dr. Bush- 
nell, “than to suppose that christians 
can impress the world by agréeing 
with it. No: it is net confonnity 
that we want ; it is not being able to 
beat the world in its own way; but 
it is to stand apart and above it, Lo 
produce the impression of a holy and | § 
separate life—this only can give us.a 
true christian power.” 

Two monks came one day to Wil- 

an abbot’s place ; and each tried to 
outdo the other in the sums they 
offered. 

The King turned to a third monk 
who stood by : “And what wilt thou 
give 2” 
“Not a penny : 

conscience.” 

“Then thou of the thiee deserve it 
best.” And he instanly gave it to 
him.— Fr. 

it is against my 

Ir is said that when a Hindoo 
priest paptises- a little babe he uses 
the following: “Little babe, thou 
enterest the world weeping, while all 
around thee smiles: contrive to live 

that you may depart in smiles. while 
all around you weep.” 

Dom’t be Alarmed 

at Bright's Disease, Diabetes, or any dis 
ease of the kidneys, liver or urinary or- 
gons, as Hop Bitters will certainly and 
lastingly cure you, andit' is the only 
thing that will. 

Mothers ! Mothers! Mothers T 

Are you disturbed at night and broken of 
your rest by a sick child suffering and erying 
with thé excruciating pain of cutting testh ? 
If so, go at once and get a bottle of MRS. 
WINSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP, It will re- 
lieve the poor suffercr fmmediately-—~depend 
upon it; there is no mistake about it. There 

1t, who will not tell you atonce that i¢ win{ % 
regulate the bowels, and, 
mother, and relief and 

Suppose you never do come to Christ 

with cl aise 
‘Pocket Bible, Reference, soft oo 2 

liam Rufus, King of England, to buy | #1 

1s not a mother on earth, who has ever used | 
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If you are sick Hop Bitters will surely 

Nature in making you well when all else fail 
If you are eostive or dyspeptic, or are suffe 

ing from any other of the numerous d . 

of the stomach or bowels, it is your own fay 

if you remalw ill, for Hop Bitters are a soe 

eign remedy in all such complaints. 

If you are wasting away with any fory 
Kidney Disease, stop tempting Death thy 

moment, and tarn fer a cure to Hep Bitters, 
If you are sick with that terrible sick 

Nervousness, you will find a “ Balm in Gilead 
i= the use of Bitters, 

If you are a frequenter, or a pio 
miasmatie Joho, SOTEAR . your gy 
a scourge es—m 
nr ig biliows, and rmittent fevend 
br the use of Hop Bit Fy, " 

u have a rough, pimply, or sallow ski 
bad aden ains and aches, und feel m 
able generally, Hop Bitters will give you li 
skin, rich blood, and sweetest breath, heal 
and comfort,. 
hi short they core all diseases of the § 
Hig Bowels, Blood, Liver, Nerves, Kidng 

's Disease. $500 will be paid for ac 
will not cure or help. 

dat poor, bedridden, invalid wife, si 
mother or daughter, can made the pies I 
of health, by a few bottles of Hop Bitten 
costing but a toifle. we you let them suffe 

BIBLES. 
We have now in a sioul Bibles of eve 

variety, which we will dispose of at fi 
lowing rates: 

Pocket Bible, sheen, 
0 Reference, Leather, . 

0 tos 

Pocket Bible, Reference, Leather, 
1 

Large Family Bib'e, illustrated wl. 
Revised N 

Large Family Bible, Hlustrated, ; 
‘“ ex, binding, ¢ 

Testaments from 10cts. upw 
Revised Version 1octs. to 2 

J. E. HOPPER, 
99 Germain Street, St. John, N.B. 

SUNDAY SCHOO 
HEADQUARTERS. 

me 

British American Book 2 

Tract Depository, 
117 Grewmville St., Halifax, VN. 

< 

me 

Half Xow Books, Re 
new & 

ous Traet Boo 
suited to all 

FOR SUNDAY BCHO0LS 

AN Y gra . Furnished in 
= ar. ' Bales throug 

" so Pros : Soh ear®S Books and Periodical 
fully selogted fromE large pa A ey 

American cg HA le 8 
ternational Joan X , inclu 
Cook’s Papers an Rubs lies. 
JPolapbat;s Select Notes for 1833, post ? 

Peloubet’s Scholars’ Question Books ini 
grades, 15 cents each. 
Scholars’ Hand Book by Rev. Edwink 

ee 

Family and Pocket Bibles and Tests 
in a cs variety and at prices detsng 
e 

© REVISED TESTAMENTS AT HALF F 
for balance of stock on hand. 

GLERGYMEN'S SPL 
Homiletic Commentary on the 0M T 

ment in 16 vols. 
Henry's Commentary ih 8 vols. 815.0. 
Jamieson, Brown and Faussett, Ryle, 

and other Commentaries. " 
Spargeo urgeon’s Treasury of David in 60 

$2.00 per vol, net. 
Young's Concordauce, Bible Diction8 

and a fa'l snpply of Tracts and Books§ 
to toral work. ¢ B 

mists, Baptis¢ and Methods 
Books at lowest rates, bli 
Issues of the American Baptist dg 

Society except periodicals impo pr 
at fifteen per cent. discount from pt 

ZF From all other stock 15 per i 
count to the trade, to Clergymen an 

N. B.—Patronize the PEOPLE'S 8 
TORY, and thus aid Colportage, 0 Licable. 
accruing business profits are appli 
dress as above, 

ay A. N. ARCHIBAL 
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