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THE PLACE OF BAPTISM.

The 1nstinctive desire to perform
the ordinance of baptism in the “open
air,’ i common among Baptists.
This, we are persuaded, does not
arise from the fact, that there were
no artificial baptistries when the
fathers began their work in these
provinces. The cause is not so far
away.  Venerable customs will not
account for it. Its roots are in an-
other soil. Neither can we explain
this universal preference, al! things
being equal, by the general practice
in the days of Christ and his apostles.
Then, as now, the ordinance was ad-
ministered, generally, in the river or
pool under the open heavens ; but in
some cases in baths or reservoirs.
The preference is discoverable in the
natural adaptedness of the place to
ihe rite. Out of doors lends to bap-
tism surroundings into which its
divine significancy freely flows. The
baptistry gives us the burial place,
more graphically and emphatically
than the river, brook, pond or sca.
There is the place where the dead
sinner is buried symbolically with his
Saviour, and raised again to walk|
with HMim in ncwness of life. Bat|
here we think its advantage over the
open air baptistry ceases. And of
the many places supplied, where no
roof shuts out the sky, the river,
brook and sea possess elements of
superiority.

For the first nine years of our [ Ed.
in N. 8.] ministry, no ceiling inter-
rupted our vision as we raised our
eyes to pronounce the solemn form-
uls—“I baptize thee into the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
Since that time narrow walls have
been about us, and the roof above us.
For fifteen years our surroundings in
baptizing have been of this charac-
ter. Lately we were called to per—
form this rite at Jeddore, a place
where the artificial baptistry has not
made its appearance. It revived
early experiences and compelled the
mind to meditate on the contrast be.
tween the in-door and out-of-door
baptism. The morning was fine.
The heavens were flooded with the
silvery light, so common in the last
of March. At nine o’clock white-
winged boats were seen all over the
harbor. My first impression was,
that cach was very early to the du-
ties of a busy day. But not so.
Every boat was directed to the lit-
tle cove, with a southern exposure,
where the warmth and glory of the
spring morning made it the most at-
tractive spot for the administration
of the rite of baptism. The people
wsembled. Prayer is offered. The
administrator walks out slowly hand
in hand with the candidate on the
sand floor to a suitable depth. The
congregation raise their voices in an
appropriate song Oof praise. . The
singing is hegrty, and its swelliag
volume grand and thrilling. A pause
48 made,while each one of the thirteen
is laid beneath the yielding water and
* raised up again. The rite is finished,

they? Who can tell? Whe ocan
analyze poetry or semtiment. - Out.
of-doors baptism certainly has in it
more power to open the spiritual re-
sources, and bear the soul upinto the
regions of sentiment and ecstacy than
the font under the pulpit.

The golden light of that morning,
flashing- and simmering over the
glassy surface of that arm of the sea,
in silent language, told of the light of
the city for which the thirteen pil-
grims had just set out. That bright,

, | pure, free atmosphere referred in

symbolic speech te the person and
presence of the Holy Spirit of whom
the thirteen candidates professed to
have been born. Although no ome
may have stopped to turn it into
language, yet that faithful sun in the
heavens proclaimed his superiority
to the gas-jets or parafine lamps to
tell of the faithful sun ef righteous—
ness which had ‘arisen with healing
in his wings. Then there was that
great, deep sea, lending us a sunny
cove in which to bury disciples with
their Lord in baptism. This retired
cove conuected with the harbor, the
harbor with the Atlantic, the Atlantic
with the Pacific, and all open seas
and rivers around the earth. KFrom
such a baptistry came back into the
soul utterances—too sacred, too grand
for human speech—utterances of the
vast, unfathomable love aud mercy
of God.

Baptism, in its simple, apostolic
form and surroundings, holds in itself
symbolism, sentiment, yea glory,
which man can no more take away
than he can rob the sun, moon and
stars of their glory. Indoors, it is
glorious ! but out of doors, its glory
excelleth. ,

““THE LIFE OF ADONIRAM JUDSON, BY HIS
SON EDWARD JUDSON.”

There has been a desire for some
years past among the older people,
to read agzin the life of Adoniram
Judson. The seniors wanted, and
the juniors needed, the life of this
cgreat missionary. The Rev. Dr.
Edward Judson has met this demand
in giving to the public a life of his
father in a volume of 600 pages.

This work is powerful in two di-
rections. The simple story of Adon-
iram Judson, the young man of talent
and learning, giving 'himself to the
task of settling forever the doctrine
of baptism during the leisure of a
voyage by sail from America to India,
contains in itself an argument for
baptism unpazralleled, so far as we
know, in the history of this sleepless
subject. Appointed by the body, the
Congregationalists, to which his
father belonged, and of which he was
a devoted minister, to go to the
heathen as a missionary, heavy in-
ducements were upon him to remain
in harmony with the people for whom
he had become a pioneer. But
thorough honesty and leyalty to con-
science and truth and the Greek
Testament proved too much for him.
He surrendered. His wife’s affected
opposition to the Baptist views was
added to the difficulties. “The Bap-
tist were right,” he said. Earth did
not contain the means by which to
intimidate or turn Adoniram Judson
from the truth, now made clear to
his understanding. He severed his
connexion with the Congregational-
ists and threw himself upon the divine
arm for support on thke shores of
India. A tithe of the scrupulous con-
scientiousness exhibited in this heroic
decision, would lead tens of thousands
of christian men and women into
Baptist churches. “ You are right,”
they say, “ but it does not matter.”
The soul of Adoniram Judson hated
that slip-shod sentiment.

The life of Dr. Judson, iaterwoven
as it is with the lives of his devoted
wives, makes also for missions an
argument unsurpassed by anything
found outside of the Bible. From
the hour that he read the ¢ Star in
the East” till the moment that he
closed his mission on the bosom of
the ocean, he never for a moment
dragged the misgionary flag in the
dust. The apostolic motto, “nothing
among men save Jesus Christ and
bim crucified,” and that among
heathen men, was his waich-ward.
The reading of Dr. Judson’s life stirs

the heart and lifts the chrigtian above

the gilded vanities ocuui-. His |

W

kept nothing back. Perils
ous afflictions were encount

most every step of his successful lif

But he went on and on through dark-

ness and through light. His first

e

into

venture led him into the loathst

hold of a French Privateer, and

a dark French gaol. Arn,yed in
India, he found himserf bh"oﬁ»by
truth from the church of his fathers
and youthful associations, alone
and unsapported; and rant
of the door that would be opened
by the hand of God for hi‘l&"to
pass through. The East %ia
Company, gave him a taste of its op-
position to modern missions, He
had to flee to the Isle of Fragoes No
abstract of that wonderful life
can convey an adequate knowledge
of what that great and good man
saffered and did for Christ. He.and
the first Mrs. Judson in India give a
grand illustration of = consecrated
puritanism, tested in a seven-times-
heated heathen furnace. That . ex-
perience at Ava reads like a story,
created by a great genins to move
and thrill cvery power, mental and
emotional, possessed. by immortal
man. The wonder is that it never
got upon the stage. The language is
net at our command, and we doubt
if it has been created, adequate to
set in clear light the conduct of Ann
Hasseltine, the wife of Adoniram
Judson, during her husband’s impris-
onment at the Burmese capital.
Hesthen servants were drawn to her
and served her in that dark hour
with a self-forgetfulness and devotion,
worthy the highest type of christian

character. Officials in angry moods
because of the war with the English, |
were at times compelled to yield at|
least in part, to the importunate de-
mands of this lone christian woman.
In a cart, nearly suffocated with
dust, with a babe in her arms three
monthse’ old, she followed the
blood-stained tracks of her hus-
band from prison to prison. No
dangers or impossibilities daunted
this fearless, heroic spirit. Heart,
hands and head knew no rest, during
those months of horrors. Not till
consciousness was lost in the delirium
of fever did she cease to make brave
efforts to secure the release of her
husband from the heartless barbarism
of his Pagan gaol. The dismal night
at last ends, and we see her with her
husband floating down the Irrewaddi.
The filth and stench of the prison,
the iron fetters, the instruments of
torture, the ringing of knives whetted
to pour outthe blood of more victims,
the travel under a burning sun, with
bleeding feet and exhausted strength,
are now things of the past. The
babe, taken from the exhiausted moth-
er’s bosom, and carried by the father
from hut to hut, begging nourishment
from the breasts of heathen women ;
the mother who all alone braved the
toils and dangers of enraged idolatry ;
and the father who survived a long
and cruel imprisonment, are now
free and happy. Emerging from all
this darkness and torture, mental and
physical, they drift down that majes-
tic river insuch a fruition of freedom,
as those alone could have and enjoy
who had just finished such a term of
black, inhuman bondage.

What a contrast is the next picture.
Sir Alexander Campbell’s camp is
reached. Accounts of Burmese eruel-
ty to her and her husband, and of
her heroic conduct, had reached the
English army before her arrival.
The fine gallantry of the camp was in
its devontest mood. The heroine re-
ceived the courtly devotion of Sir Al-
exander and his noble officers. Her
temporary home is 3 tent larger and
more elegantly furnished than even
that of the commander himself. A
dinner is to be given. A procession
is formed; bunting is unfarled and
floats in the breeze ;:the band gives
stirring music; the procession halts
at the door of the missionary’s tent.
Sir Alexander takes Mrs. Judson on
his ows arm and the pips;ﬁ'lion
moves on to the spacious tent ¥
a sumptnons dinner is sproad.
Judson is on Sir Alexan :

:E‘“? ¢

ment Of herself. This was all

English, &hg envoys_anders
not... Pal Wx t g
trembled with fear ; the perspiration
oozed from- -their: swarthy - skins.
Tragic visions floated on their im-
aginations. The lone lady is now at
the right hand of their congqueror.
Their lives, judging from their own
standard of conduct, is in her hands.
They know what they deserve. They
expect it. How ignorant were they
of the heart of that saintly woman.
She came to their relief. With a
few Burmese words, she bade them
dismiss their ‘fears.: The conversa-
tion turned and the fears of the wick-
ed heathen passed away with the
dinner. :

Dr. Edward Judson has given the
life of his father in good taste. By such
books as this the characters] of men
and women are moulded into finest
forms, and enriched with the noblest
sentiments. The books is within the
reach of a large number of ‘Baptists.
It ought to ':f:dle anew the zeal of
our churches in the great work of
missions.

The publishers A. D. F. Randolph
& Co., New York, have done their
work well. The book contains por-
traits of Dr. Judson and his wives,
Annand Emily. Unfortunately no pic-
ture of Sarah Boardman Judson
could be found. There is given a
fac-simile of her hand-writing. The
Visrror Book Room will fill orders
for the book at publishers’ price,
%2.00.

it

“PROVOKING ONE ANOTHER T0 GOOD
WORKS.” )

Taking the figures as given in the
report of the Financial Committee of
the Convention, it appears that the
contributions from the New Bruns-
wick churches and members to. our
various denominational funds, mis.
sionary, educatienal, etc., amounted
last year—1881-82—to £5,367, which
is équal to an average of 45} cents
from each member. This is more
than an average contribution from
the whole Baptist membership in
the three Provinces taken collective.
ly, which was only 41 cents per
member. To put jt differently : the
above sum raised in this Province
was nearly thirfy-five per cent. of
the whole amount raised or contribut-
ed by the Baptists of the three Pro-

vinces ; while the membership in this

Province is enly about 313 per cent.
of the total membership in the three
Provinces.

With regard to the relative stand-
ing of particular towns and particular
churches in this respect, the follow-
ing list will speak for itself. Here
are the names of a number of the
most prominent churches in the Mari-
time Provinces, and of cities and
towns containing several churches,
arranged according to the amount of
their benevolent contributions in pro-
portion to their membership for last
year :—Contributed more than $2.00
per member :—F'redericton, 1st Yar-
mouth, Leinster St.; contributed from
£1.00 to $2.00 per member : Granville
St., Yarmouth town and Ambherst,
contributed less than $1.00 per mem-
ber: Truro, Halifax city, North
church (Halifax), North River (P. E.
L), Windsor, Temple church (Yar-
mouth), St. John c¢ity, Brussels
St., Sussex, Woodstock, Germain St.,
1st Monoton, Carleton.

Of course, the figures given in the
report do not furnish a perfeci basis
for comparison for several reasons.
All the contributions are not inelud-
ed in all cases; and the number of
members is given much more strictly
in some cases than in others. It al-
so happens that in some of the
churches there are a few brethren
and sisters, possessed of large means,
who give liberally, thus making the
average contribution of the members,
very large. The above figures can
be taken for what they are worth.
No one can doubt that the resources|
of our body are ouly partially devel-

-|oped. Progress has been made. The
reading | mitting his manuscri
ody in | vision of some accon

;,TAWO hundred arrests, including
‘members of the military school, have |
|been made in Russia.” One poor fel-

low who had agreed to take the life
of the Emperor, and had disguised
himself as a waiter where his sover-

knew the Nihilists would take his
life, so he tried to take his own life.
Warnings are received that the place
‘where the Emperor is to be crowned
will be blown up during the ceré-
mony.

Arrests have been made in Cork,
Ireland, of Dynamite plotters.” Roy-
alty and rulers in Europe are ill at
ease on account of the plots discover-
ed for destruction and murder. Ex-
tra precautions are taken to protect
the lives of eminent persons.

Ottawa had a scare. A bottle of
explosive material burst in the Par-
liament building. A nitro-glycerine
factory has been discovered in Bir-
mingham, England. The place had
the sign of a paper hanger. The ap-
paratus for making the dynamite is
constructed on scientific principles.
Whitehead, an American Irishman,
the proprietor, was arrested. A
newspaper in London received a let-
ter threatening to blow up the Gov-
ernment offices. Both in Cork and
in London the names of Irishmen
from the States are connected with
the plottings. Great alarm exists.
Dynamite fiends are the terror of
the great and the noble. Special
precautions are taken to protect the
life of the Queen. It is said the
means exist of exposing the conspir-
acy both in England and in America.

LITERARY NOTES.

Ezalted praise, a new coliection of
hymaos and tunes for the Sunday School
and Sanctuary, by George C. ugg and
F. L. Armstrong ; published by Lee &
Walker, 1113 Chestnut St., Phila.

It is a book of 125 pages octavo.
The hymns are well®elected. They
set forth the great salvation, and the
music seems to be simple and well
adapted for the Sunday School, and
much of it is so devotional as to fit
it well for the Prayer Meeting. Price
about 35 cents. ;

The Early Days of C'hrhtiatuth,
Farrar, D.D., F.R.S. Cassel, Pe
gi: & Co., New York, London

r sale by McG r and Knight, on

Granville Street, Halifax. Paper covers
40 cents, cloth do. 75 cents.

This work of Canon Farrars is
a valuable addition to the many helps
now in the hands of the public for
studying the Bible. The condition
of the heathen world, in the apostolic
times, is painted as a back ground on
which to make vivid the writings and
sentiments of the New Testament.
Judaism is laid bare to the very core.
The condition of the Roman Empire
receives justice at Canon Warrar's
bands. This being done, he leads
out apostle after apostle, and writer
after writer. They pass hither and
thither through scenes of Jewish
and heathen prejudice aud persecu-
tion. Their characters, their literary
styles, their special objects in writ-
ing are portrayed with marvellous
vividness. The lines of thought are
followed through the epistles, till
they appear to the mind in all the
matchless attraction of inspired
nataralness. Many of the apostolic
utterances take to themseives ad-
ditional meaniogs after reading the
delineations of the men and times of
early christianity. The fear is that
Peter, James and John, and other
writers are made so natural, as to
to almost exclude the supernatural—
their writings so uninspired as to
exclude inspiration. The wealth of]
knowledge and ripe scholarship,
given to the world in this work by
Canon Farrar, is slightly diluted
with the clements of fine thinking,
This, however, can be cast  aside by
the judicious reader who wishes to
avail hiwself of the help of this most
useful book. Here is a specimen :—
“But what difficulty is there in the
sapposition that 8t. James, like St.
Peter, employed an “in ér” or
adopted the common plan of sub-
10 the re-
od Holle.

'

by F.W.
ter, Gal-
and Paris.

eign was, felt his heart fail hign. He|

jed himself a. sovereign in crestd

ner. - Barring -
work is one of pricele

value,

¢ ... PERSONAL. .

Rov‘l‘immhy_alﬂey, foveii
pastor of Brasséls 8t.'Churob, ig 5,
visitiog in New York,

- A.F. Raudolph and Mrs. Rangg,
together with some reht.iou‘, ek
Halifax on Saturday the 7th ingt, i
the Parisian for England. M; p,.
| dolph goes to Eogland for his heyy

We wish the party asafe, Prosperoy
and happy tour, and-trast thoy my
return in good health,. - .

For the "Vultor.
HOW I READ. THE BIBLE

—_—
BY JOHN, THE BLACKSMITH

'

e

Since writing my last artiole, -
have read carefully from the creas;,
of man to his. expulsion from Py
dise. . Beneath the acoounts conts;
ed thus far, some doctrines are foy
in a germ-state, and others appe
rounded like a full orbed m
Marriage is both in its natarey
its duties raised into pure Jigy
“Bone of my bone, and flesh of m
flesh, therefore shall a ‘man leaye
fatherand mother, and shall gleg
to his wife, and they shall be
flesh” are, utterances whioh give
us the matrimonial  institution ;
perfected form. The Creation ¢
matter and Spirit, and the Creato
are truths clearly made known.

The fall ot man into sin, is, dj
tinctly taught. But just what
extent of the penalty is does
fully appear. Death is the term ug
but death is not fully explained,
personal devil is concealed ben
the shining folds of a serpent.
federal relation of the -race con
partially into the light. The
between the two Kingdoms appes
in the serpent bruising man’s he
and man bruising the head of
serpent. Here too, is a dark hintef
Saviour, whose blows the head ¢
the serpent will feel. Most attenti
shall we be, as we read, to learn m
on these points, The order of¢
temptation and the sin was in thi
manner : the serpent tempted B
and Eve tempted Adam. The cur
from God was given in the same
der. First the serpent, then I
and then Adam, received. sentes
A hint seems to be concealed in thi
fact, that the tempters are the gre
est sinners. The fountain of liesi
here laid bare. From the tongue
the serpent, the first falsehood cor
forth. Shame too is evidently i
herent in sin. Before the fall, the
was no shame. It followed the tras
gression.

I find myself very curious ab
that tree of knowledge of good as
evil, and that other tree of life. Tk ‘
streams too awake in me a strong
sire to know the geography of th
Eden-conntry; I would also liket
know what the effect of the esti
of the tree of life would have bee
The thought will come into my mis
that the whole dress is  that of sy
bols, that great truths are comve
in forms of God’s own choosing; b
all this is dissmissed for more i
portant enquiries. I want to foll
down the ages that stream of et
which had its soarce in that dis
place, and in that remote age. The
traths which appear only in ge
must be followed in their unfoldiog
and growth. Therefore leaving
things that are behind, I press fot
ward to those which are before. 6¢
and man have come into collisi
What will be the result? How i
God treat the condemned. rebels
What responsibilities will he roll of
man? What power will he allow his
What will be his accountabilif
God has already proolaimed his!
finite wisdom and powerin the C:
tion of the world and its inhabitsnt
What other attributes will he es
bit? Man was free to obey ord¥
obey. He disobeyed. God bo
him accountable. God has procls®

hm‘n‘,.di‘ sonden i

* Man was put to work when he

§ - 4
i
!

holy.

After his fall the work
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