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1t 18 the eager clasp of kindly hands,
The long-remembered tone;

The ready sympathy which understands
All feeling by its own.
The rosy cheek of little children pressed

Te onrs in loving glee;
The preserice of our dearest, and our best,
’ No matter where we be.

And, falling this, a prince may homeless live,
Though palace walls are nigh;

And, having it, a desert shore may give
The joy wealth canngt buy.

Far-reaching as the earth’s remotest span,
Widespread as ocean foam,

One thought ia sacred in the breast of man—
Is the thow_ht of home.

That little word his human fate shall bind
With destinies above,

For there the home of his immortal mind
It is in God's wider leve,
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_ Visitor Pulpit.

THE ORPHAN’S FATHER.

A New Sermon! by Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.

#“For in thee the fatherless findeth merocy.’
~Hosea, 14: 3.

1. First, here is emcouragement.
Here is encouragement, though such
as none spy out but needy ones. You
notiee that the people who said, “In
thee the fatherless findeth mervy,”
are the people who had fallen by their
iniquity, and who were bidden to re-
turn unto the Lord, saying, ¢“Take
away all iniquity, and receive us grac-
iously.” They were a people who re-
nounced all self confidence, and cried
out, “Asshur shall not save us; we
will hot ride upon horses ; neither
will we say anymore to the work
of our hands. Ye are our gods.”
They were a people with whom God’s
Holy Spirit had so dealt that they
were stripped of their pride, and
made conscious of their guilt. Than
it was that they spied out this prec-
ious fact, that in God the fatherless
findeth mercy.

A tear in the eye is a fine thing to
clearit. He that never saw his sin
has never seen the mercy of God.
David never sanz of the loving kind-
ness and tender mercies of God so
well as in that fifty first Psalm, when
he wourned his great sin, A broken-
hearted sinner has a sort of instinct
for finding out the tender points in
God’s character. Thd ungodly man
who is self-satisfied, and has never
been made to know the truth about
his condition, often likens God to an
austere man, reaping where he has
not sown, and gathering where he
bas not strawed; but once let the
man know his guilt and mourn it,
and then he looks with all his eyes to
God to spy out mercy in him; and
he R‘;nan who delights to learn
that Geft is mercifal to the fatherless.
This becomes a fouutain of hope to
him.

Have I here any sin-stricken sinner?
Are you desponding and despairing ?
Did yoa come here feeling that there
wou!d be no mercy for you? Catch
at this word. “In Thee the facher-
lens findeth mercy.” He is a merci-
ful God : he is tender, kind, consid-
erate. He evidently looks after the
helpless and hopeless. He is the
patron of those whom others desert.
Widows without friends, the father-

Jess without protectors—these are
the care of God. May you not hope
that he will care for you? May you
not in the depth of your sin and
brokenness of heart come to him and
say, “O Lord, I hear thou art

THE FRIEND OF THE FRIENDLESS,

be a Friend to me?” It looks like a
candle put in the window of your
Father’s housc to guide you home
hrough the darkoess. May God
; P you to see it; but I know that
”’fhu will not care to see it if there is
a tear in your eye, for none but
%nvedy perceive this gracious truth,
FPhis encouragement is, moreover,
One which is a strong indacement to
éast away all other confidences. 1f
Gud be the Friend of the fatherless,
wmny be u Friend to me ; would it
not be well for 'me to trust him, snd
Jeave off trusting those other things
that [ have relied apon. Yoa see
how the text rans, “Asshur shall
Bot save u~; we will ‘not ride
; Ipon horses.” These were Ml‘g‘l'ott
trust and confilence, and thén they
goon to say—aucither will we worship
W%da, for we cao see that the
true God bkmd kind vo the father-
less onex, aiid therefore we may come

"‘Suffer the little children” to comedt

off country had-spent- all his livingy
what was it that brought him back ?
Why, it was this thought, “How
many hired servants of my father
have bread enough and to spare!”
This made him resolve to go home
again. I know

WHAT THE DEVIL WILL DO

he will tell you that there is no mercy
for you. He is anold liar. Thereis
abundant meroy for the greatest sin-
mer. What does the devil know
about it? He never sought merey,
and he has never had any, and never
will have any, for he will never seek
it; but for you, poor soul, there is
bread enough and to spare in your
Father's house ; and why do you per-
ish with hunger? Why not arise and
go unto your Father ? If God be the
Father of the fatherless, this should
,|induce us to hasten to him, and rest
in him.

“May I trust in Jesus Christ?”
says one. “ May I?” Of course you
may ; it is your sin if you do not,
and, indeed, the chief and most ruin-
ous of sins. Many of you are trusting
in your saoraments and your priests,
or in your good works and your pray-
ers, or your own feelings, because
you think that you may not trust
Christ. But you may! for he who
takes the fatherléss under his blessed
wing invites you to come to him.
“Come unto Me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.” If he had ever repulsed
one, he might repulse you. But
since the fatherless find mercy in him,
and all that come to him find mercy
in him, come along with you, and
trust in the merciful One at once.

Furthermore, there is much en-
couragement in my text, because it
gives us a clear look into the heart of
God. I always like to see how a man
treats ohildren. You learn a great
deal about a man when you see that.
Some men abhor children, and almest
wish that they could exterminate
them. As to the fatherless en
they say, “ Let them go 1o the work-
house ; we cannot be troubled with
them.” The gentle-hearted One
never sees a little child in want with-
out feeling the utmost pity. I feel
more sorry for a suffering child than
even for a man or a woman. Adults
bave & measure of a power to help
themselves ; but if there be poverty
in the house, the little one may pine
away, but it cannot get relief. Little
boys and girls have suffered much in
this great city when their parents’
home has been desolated by poverty,
frequently caused Ly drink and other
sins.

Who knows the sufferings of the

little ones when father dies? I cen—
fess it touches my heart that little
children should suffer as they do.
When men are wicked, one is almost
thankful that there shounld be poverty
following their sin to whip them out
of it; but these lambs, what have
they done? Any tender heart feels
this. Is not this a wonderful text
which let us gaze into the heart of
God while we read, “In Thee the
fatherless findeth mercy ?”
Great God, the seraphim adore
Thee. Angels, day without night, in
serried ranks stand waiting to do
Thy biddiag, Thy veice is the thun-
der, and the glance of Thine eye is
the lightaing. At Thy bidding kings
die, dynasties decay, and empires are
blotted out, and yet Thou carest for
little ohildren and widows, It is very
beautiful te me. I feel as if I could
trust him all the better for that, and
dome with my daily burden and daily
cares—ay, and my sins, too, and feel
sure that he will not refuse me. This
is

THE FATHER OF JESUS,

I am sure of .it. Oh, how like the
Son is to the Father, for ifthie Father
is thus the children’s Patron, what
think ye of the Son, and of his- like-
ness to his ‘Father, when he ‘Baid,

unto Me, and forbid them not, for-of {
such is the ‘kingdons of heaven.”
Dees not this encourage you to come,
a8 you see tho heart of God 14id bare
in the blessed statement of the texs,
“In Thee the fatherless . iudm :
merey 7

hearer, are in that M

If there be no Go fath~
er. If you have no
you have no protector, 4

st to,

yon are

undone. There is no h for you if
God be not your light, no’ﬁope for
you if “Christ"benot your hope. Do
you feel that? Well, then, you are
an orphan; you are a fatherless oue.
Come along; for Jesus has said, “I
will not leave you orphans. [ will
come unto:youn.” Come to him, and
look up into the face of the orphan’s
Father, and say, “I plead that word
of Thine, “In Thee the fatherless
findeth mercy.” Lord, let me find
mercy, for my case runs p:nllel with

irs,

) If there is a heart here tht. wants
‘encouraging, it will spell owt my
meaning. Bat if yon do not need it,
and some of you do mot, for you are
JSine fellows, full of your own right-
eousness, then I have nothing to say
to you but this, “The whele have no
need of a physician, but they that are
gick. Christ came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

II. Secondly, for every poor, needy
sinner here is encouragement as to

WHAT TO DO,

Firsy, if you want to find salvation
to-night, take the text as & sort of
spiritual guide-book, andl p!ead your
need. Do not say anythis _about
the better. Your posmoq n’hle that
of the Irish servant, who uld when
asked for his character, that ths gen-
tleman at his last place told him he
would do better without his dharacter
than with it. You are junt. in that
case, only that you will be asked for
your character, and the best thing
you can do is to say, « My character
is as bad asit can be;” and'thenplead
for mercy.

“ Lord,” it says in the text, “in
Thee the fatherless findeth merocy.
It does not say that they are
good and holy, but simply that
they are fatherless. It doesmot say
that they find reward, but that they
find mercy. Lord, that is all 1 have
to say to Thee. Ism in need; I am
in awful need; and becaase I am
such a sinner, it makes my need all
the worse, for that is where my need
lies; I need righteousness; I need a
new heart ; I need a right spiri. I
need a total change. 1 need every-
thing, for I have nothing bat #ix and
misery. O Lord, I only urge that as
Thou dost help the fatherless, simply
and only because they are meedy, I
pray Thee save me irrespective of my
character, for my need is great.”

The mext lesson for you is this; be
sure to take hold of this text by the
handle, and

ASK FOR MERCY.

“In Thee the fatherless findeth,”—
what? Findeth mercy. Merey;is the
handle of the text. When you go to
God, ask for mercy, not for justice.
A mother once went to the Emperor
Napoleon to ask for merdy: for her
son. - He had committed some breach
of the French law ; and the emperor
replied, «“ Madan:, this is the second
time the boy has offendéd; justice
requires ‘that he should die? She
answered, “ Sire, I did not come to
ask for justice. I beg for mercy.”
He answered, “ He does not deserve
mercy.” ¢ Sire,” said she, “ it-would
not be merey if he deserved it. 1 ask
for mercy.” = When she put it in that
way, the emperor replied, “x'W ell,
then, I will have mercy.” .
My-unsaved hearer, you del-'vo to
be in hell to—night. It is oftheTiord’s
mercy that you are not consmed.
Do not. dream of asking for justice,
for justice will be your ruin ; b get
a hold of this word, “ Lord, [ ask for
mercy,” and if something whispers,
“'Why, you have been ashagdened
sinner,” say, “ Iord, it is true: but
Lord I ask for mercy.” . ¢ Bat you
have been a backslider.” Reply,
“Lord, that I have; but I ask for
fmercy on that aceount.” B“r:’on
bave resisted and rejected -grace.”
% Lord, that is true ; MIM!‘-M
all the more mercy because of tha
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and trost him, When a man gets
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meroy endureth forever. CLs

your sin, trial, and
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and that is

the living God to help you.

to trust to any man whatever,

if you'talk thus. You want to speak

Jesus direct.

other day.”
that go6d man or that good woman

says, “Id Thee the fatherless findeth
mercy,” dnd it is in Ohris¢, add in
him alone, that merey is to be found.
Go directly and distinctly to Jesus.

be conscious that Ged is présent, 'and | .
now let your heart speask to him.
To him confess your sin ; do not pour
that rubbish int6 the ear of mortal
man.  To God lay bare you heari,
and to him alone; it is not a fit sight
for any human being. Tell the Lord |’
Jesus all your wants and woes, and
be will help you, for in the Son of
God is the help of the sons of men.
Ob, that I knew how to speak thesé
things, but they will surely go home
to those who are in spiritual need!
You that are net in né«l; you, that
are good you that are self-righteous,
will see ‘nothing in the text for you.
No, ndthmm mm&uttoh,
for the Lord has ‘4 people that he
will draw unto himself, and these peo-
ple are known by this—that they are
weary of themselves.

God's chosen people exercise the
nataral art of the weak, namely,
clinging. They are made to feel their
poverty and their need, and then
when they hear of the fulness of

‘Christ they haste to lay hold on him.

Have you never noticed how the
plants that God.has made weak are
all endowed with

A NATURAL FACULTY FOR CLINGING ?

Oune of thefirst things that the vine
does is to put forth its tendrils for
something to cling to. The hop, the
woodbine, the sweet pea, they have
all a little hook ready to lay hold on
asupport. Now, if God is abont to
bless you at this hour, you bave a lit
tle tendril that is heing put out to find
something to lay hold of, and as the
gardener carefullv puts his stick for
the sweet. pea, aor as the farmer puts
his pole. for the hop, I have. tried to
set my, textin your way. I would
set the blessed Lord before you, and,
say, In him the fatherless findeth
mercy, cling to him ; ?'m‘ to him.
It is our life to do it. = Cling firmly/
The limpet by the seashore can do
little, but it can cling, and 8o it does
cling, and very firmly too. That is
the one thing yon can do, poor sin-
ner, and 1 pray tho Holy Spmt to
lead you to it at once. God help ' you
at this moment to cling to Christ, and
if you do, yon are uv‘od, yes, saved
at once, In him the fatherless findeth
merey. Oﬁng to him, and you shall
fiad mercy too,

HL \Now, lutly, here is enoonrago'
ment as to :
WMT To mm

of God. “In Thee . the fatherless
findeth mercy.”

us when we. stand in God’s place to|

‘them, and take them into our Orphan-

age, and try to be as & father to them? |
What do they .expectof ns? Well, |,

‘younger
hn mdlootauu‘lmtﬁhuv all |

for you Will' get "Chirist 8o, #inoe his|

Learn another lesson, you that want
to get peace with God at once, and I
hépe 'that some of you! do| ( Thst

The text saya, mm!"‘&??’m-

d:e business
% L4 wm.
God, and just look to him for mercy;

our bqnnou. Do not, [
charge you,’iook to anybody else but
Itisa
snare, and & horrible one, for people
to trust to priests ; and I will say; in
addition to that, to trust to ministers,
1
bave known persons’ when they have
heard an address and have been im+
pressed, to say, “Oh, I shall find
Christ in the inquiry-rom!” That
inquiry-room may be a'svaré to you

to the man who preached to you, do
you? Do not spesk to bim; go to
“But ‘I wish to see
that good man who spoke to me the
Very well, 80 you may
by-and-by, buut mind.you do not put

in thé ' place of Christ. The text

Ged is everywhm Letyourspirit

What.do the fatherless upoot. of

ones|

at all will
, Ilikea
t know all
that his God

Jesus for all. He trusts his heavenly
‘Father as a ohild ; he does not know
what he may nquiro to-day, and re-
£quiro in the unknown fatare, but
then his heavenly Father knows, and
"he leaves it all to him: - - -

As our orphan boys w oldor,
bovrevor, they, begin to have a per-
ception of their wants, and they trust
that they shall have everything pro,
vided which their own fathers would
have provided for them, and more,
perhaps. 8o tis it with us when we
come to the great Father. We say :
all that I would provide for my child-
ren, if I had everything, snd “could
give them all that wisdom oonld de-
sire, my God will pfoﬂdqur me, for
he will be a Father to me. If ye,
being evil, kiiow how %o give good
gifts anto your children, How muck
more shall lie, who hu t4ken you in-
to his lu:ily, onoe were
fatherless, give all ings to you.
You shall have food nd rihnent. and

sufficient for this life, You shall have
protéction, gnl(haoo, inmbﬁon, aud
tender affeot on. You shall have
A TOUCH OR TWO OF THE ROD
every now and then, and that is
among your choice mercies ; but you
shall also ‘have all the ohemhmg of
his sweet love ; and by-and-by when
you are fit for it, he ml.l take you
home from school, and you shall see
his * face, and you shall jive forever
in his house above, where the many
mansions be,

Ob, if you come and pat_ ]onmll
by a simple faith into the blemd cus-
tody and keeping of God. He will
admit you into Ais Salvation Orphan-
age, and he_will 1ake care of you; and
you shall find bim a bett.er Father
then you ygll be to your own child-
m—-\ bmer Father than the best of

t,he best be-
lovod of sone. “I will be a Father
anto you, and ye shall bq My sons
iy dlnghtern, ssith the' Lord Al-
mighty.” I will not say more, but I
should like to leave Johqm ohmoo
sentence as my last word,
‘what manaer of love the Fst.hor W

called the sons of God!” Blessed be
Thy name, O Lord, that we also have
been led of Thy Spirit to prove that
in Thee the fatherless findeth mercy.!

SEVEN SHORT RULES FOR YOUNG
CHRISTIANS

?

1. Never negleet daily private
prayer; and when you pray remem-
ber that God is present, and that he
hears your prayers. (Heb. xi : 6.)

2. Never neglect private Bible
reading ; and when you read remem-
ber that God is speaking to you, and
that you are to believe and act upon
what he says. I believe all back-slid-
ing bagins with the neglect of these
two rales. (John v: 89.)

8. Never profess to ask Ged for
anything you do not want. Tell him
the truth about yourself, however
bad it makes you ; then ask him for
Christ’s sake, to forgive you what
you are, and to make yon what you
ought to be. (John iv: 24.) :

4. Neverlet a day pass without
trying te do something for Jesus.
Every night réflect on what Jesas has
donefor you, and then ask yourself
What have I done to-day for him?
(Mate. v : 13-16.)

5. 1f ever you are in doubt as to a
f.bmg bemg right or wrong, go to
your rooln, and kneel down and ask
God's bléeamg upon it. (Col.'ii: 17.)
If you cannot do this it is wrong.
(Rom. xiv : 23,)

6. Never take your Chnatumly
from Christians, or argoe that because
such and such people do 80 and g0,
therefore you may. (2 Cér. x: 12)
You are to ask yourself, “How would
Chrill act in my plage ?” and strive
o follow him., (John x:27.)

7. Nover believe what you feel if
it _contradiots God’s Word. ' Ask
yqamlf Can what I feel be true if
God's Wori'l be trie; and ‘if both

Lwill npplydl..bh-m., ~He trusts |,

bestowed upon us, that we should be :

| Watchmaker

m::ot tm believe God and mgh al
your own iwi the liar. (Rom. jii. r‘_ .
t. 1 J‘ohn v m 11. )-—Brmlau
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