. x "‘“" ) troa
88t looks falling
: !ho below—
Hangs mm swinging, rocking,
Jarless, nolseless, safe and slow,
Falls the light of God's face bending
Watching us below.

And as feeble babes that suffer,
Toss and cry, and will not rest,
e ones the tender mother
"Holds the closest, loves the best,
80 when we are weak and wretched,
By our sorrows weighed, distressed,
Then it is that God’s gﬁeut patience
Helds us closest, 'oves us best.

O great heart of God! whose loving
Cannot hindered be nor crossed;
Will not weary, will not even
In our death {tself be lost~
Love Divine! of such great loving,
Only methers know the cost-—-:
Cost of love, which, all love piulng
Gave ason 1o save the Jost! @
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Association,

hml“ by Rev. A. H. Lavers
and Adopted by

Dxear Bnnrnnu,—-—-Hnmg again
been permitted to assemble ourselves
in our associated capacity, to deliber-
ate upon the varied and vital inter-
ests of our demominational life and
work, and haying enjoyed the privi-
lege of reading the letters which have
been forwarded by your respective
churches, we now, in conformity with
a time honored practice, send to yon
our annual epistle, rejoicing greatly
in the close relationship existing
between this Association, as a repre-
sentative Baptist Body, and the
churches of our faith threughout the
Province, and praying always that
the ties which now bind us may be
continually strengthened and we ‘‘go
forward” in the work which the
Great Head of the church has com-
mitted into our hands.

You, without donbt, are painfully

conscious that a large proportion of | 8tood and duly enforced. In unlting

our increasing membership counte for

very little except upen the records of | gagement, expressed or implied with
Muck of the power in | our fellow members, and of our own

our churches.
the church is a latent power, and it is

in this view of the condition of our |our one beok of instruction which
affairs that we now address you upon | Plainly and distinctly points out and
a subject which, you will agree, can.|euforces these duties, “Tanght by the |

not be tno well understood or too
highly appreciated.
In askmg your attention to the.
question of Church Discipline we
will at once explain that it is not our
intention to treat exclusively of those
offences or disorders which = from
time to time disturb our harmony
and hinder our usefulness. This of
itself, were but a very imperfect or
contracted view of our subject. The
word discipline. does not simply
mean correction, chastisement, or
punishment, but it meaus also train-
ing, education, culture, or as Webster
defined, ¢ The treatment suited to a
Disciple or Learner,” and it is this
sense of the term which best suits
our present purpose, and to which
we would chiefly ask your consider-
ation.: It-has has been well said that
“a christian church is the family of
Christ, in whxch subordination, re-
gularity, ingtruction, watchful care,
reproof and love, are daily blended
in family discipline. It is the school
of Christ every member of which is
in a process of education, and is bound
\ to make the utmost improvement in
knowledge and holiness. A church
is an army, eyery soldier a volunteer,
bug;, what would become of an army
if ite whole discipline consisted in
trying delinquents, and driving the
unworthy out.of the ranks” And
in too, many instances  this which is)|
80 justly censured in our quotation
seems to be the whole nature and de-
sign of church discipline, and it ig in
this sense the term is most frequently
egployed, Bat believing, brethren,
that it is your wish to “grow in the
grace and knowledge of the ILord
your God,” (2 Pet.3:18,) and that
it is also your earnest desire that
your ne ived i members may
become wm vigorous and useful
christians, we, weuld . affectionately,
and  earnestly, wrge .mpon you ihe
necessity of exercising such. whole-
some discipline .as will -tend to that
development of christian, character,
~that, “ perfection | or ¢ full growth ”
/ Weh is 80 frequently spoken of in.
the scriptures, and whmkMﬁu
alureqmof,uhnman dis oship,
intluﬂxﬂp‘hee, we wonld) ire

« ,e.._u"uidougx

| pragtice which conflicted with this

o methods o be crploged tor &

Wi‘h the '._‘. 10 l‘("'.

We may now

with other ehrisfian cothmunions, but
every student of charch history, is
aware that this has not always been’
the case, and that our fathers have
borne, often at the sacrifice of pro-
perty, liberty and life, the strongest
testimony against every principle or

essential New Testament doptrine;:
“ A Spiritual, Churgh,” “a holy na
tion,” a ¢ peculiar people,” these have
been our watch-words for centuries. |
And that our churches may, . be
“ Spiritual ” in more than name, that
we may have the“power of godliness”
and not. the form merely, it is ;es-
sentially necessarily that great cau-
tign should be used. 8o that. none but
such as are truly regenerate should
be found within our rapnks, The
fact that the “ character of the mem-
bers determines the character of the
church,” should of itself be suffici-
ent to canse us to guard against mis-
taken zeal in bringing persons into
the church before there is satisfactory
evxdence of personal plety A “liv-
ing,” active church can never be
“built up " out of dead material, and
to prevent the great evils which a;'e
eertain to follow any laxity in this
respect, we owe it to the world, to
ourselves, and to those who are im-
mediately concerned that our church-
es should be well instructed in this
duty.

SeconpLy, We would remind yon,
brethren, that to maintain a proper,
state of discipline it is also _highly im-
portant that] our covenant engage-
ments should be thoroughly under-

with the church we make a solemn en-

will, assume certain duties. We have

Spirit” as we are it manifests calp-
able neglect if we fail to have a
lively apprehension of the relation
| ship existing between ourselyes and
others, and the obligations ansmg
out of this relationship. To assist
our memories and for convenience
we have “Church Covenants” ap-

pended to the “atticles of our faith,”
and to this there can be no valid ob-

jection. The adoption of this cove-
nant imposes no other obhgauons up-

on us than such as are found in the
Holy Scriptures. It is simply ex-
pressive of our imtention te perform
those duties which are en;omed up-
on us by Him whose obedient 'ser-
vants we profess to have, become.
The objections lo “cenfessions. of
faith” and “eovenants” which are,
sometimes made are _occasioned
either by misunderstandings, or else
we have reason to fear, by the
“wilfulness dnd pride of men who do
not wish te be bound to. anything
definite but rather desire unreepncte@
license in opinion, speech and oon-
duct.” David had 3 written creed
for the guide of his lifé (Ps. 101),
and the practlcal value of the form
of covenant in general use in our
churches is quite obvidus to any who
will compare its precepts _With the
precepts contained' in God”s Word.
We ' would, therefore, = sttongly re-
conitnénd, as 4 méand to sécttre a
proper state of discipline, ti’at s’eom
of the “Covenatit” be placed'in the
hands of every méniber,’ thdt'it be
frequently read, and explained, if'ext
planation bé necessdry,to the chureh! |

our members, “now we. efh
brethren, warn t.hem gl
comfort the feeble
the weak, | 'be patient to
5: 14y,
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of such a nature as wou
‘our members to een
the great end of tbetr
true , aim ot ,

M’ God. ; Eyery M&t

gop a singlo eve ta.hi B b
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It is to the lasting ., N hat
ligious Body; of .;; - we form aall to & gloq of
small part, thatit has alw: Ays earn-|then tHt the churdh
estly contented. for .a.regenerated (place for M

church memberslip. whole-hearted
be holding this fground in common [ter ‘the' oh nﬂﬁ; i
down ocontented and hwé;

ranks and cl’a‘.iq

and that the duty ofhepxﬂg‘f‘tlmr,
covenant engagements inviolate’ ‘be'| é
repeatedly and solemnly urged npon »o!"'
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‘an important, an - m t
after all it is onlythe firat st
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journey heavenward.
comes the duty ‘of the

christian to Tive and labor, th
may be honored and lovo&""
religion revered, by 'his M”
creatures. The disciy ple. ﬁ‘

gbOd
works is dead.”

we Kie 3
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works,” for “faith bh
Thus it is wiitte
but what 4 small percentage of o
church membership is sctually"

gaged in true, gennine, gospel ‘éffort.
Whan the roll is called for tu",

sacrificing service how few

“here am 1.” The small

at the prayer, conférence, ndd‘“*' b
devotional’ meetings,” in so ﬁhy
of our churches, the fewness o(
who care to take part in such ‘meet-
ings, or in fact in any kind of p-ioﬂ
al effort for the good of souls ‘and
the spread of the Saviour’s
The littlé interest taken by
the business of thé church of
interests of the denomination. The
smallness of their contributions to ré-

ligious and benevolent objects are ull
lamentable illustrations of the faot
we have stated, and Zion langunishes,
social rehglons meetings become nold,

formal, lifeless and perha
together, oolp.

Sabbath scho
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dease al.

the' great
work-shops of the church, are net
sustained as they ought to be, The
church loses vxtahty,and exemnq real
power for good. Souls are not saved,
wanderers continue to wander nm)‘e
claimed, confusion and strife reigns
supreme, our holy religion becomes

bye word and reproach and the very
name of God is dishonored, all beca&e cheerful obiedience to their Seriptural
professing christians do nbt live and
labor as Christ has commanded. In
view of the sad consequences of this
shameful neglect, let us not fail to
impress upon those who' have just
girded on the armor, that they are in
the world for the same purpose as
Christ was in the world. ‘
to seek and to save the lost,” ‘we are
to be employed in the same 'sérvice.
“As thou hast sent me into thé world,
so have I also sent them into the

e came

world,” and as He honored the Fsthor

by tbooe ‘who h“lve

aut'homy
be made to

foeimufﬁ“

are being formed, and the r’elfg;d
habits of converted men and* women
soon become fixed, and 1f t.hey sre
not at once engaged in’ " ohfist

efforts the chances are they wm pever
be brought into active service.
“order” then should be m.& in all
our churches as would” enIi.t, the |
young converts 'into this work im-
mediately, and ‘lead him to ¢ enqv
“Lord what wilt thou have metodo,”
and it seems to us that if there were
less indifferenoe, foes Wilfal diso bedi~

ence t.o the comm

on eart.h by a life of holy Gbodienm,
so are we to de’ according to our
ability, and that this high | standard of
christian activily may be’ reached,
our churches must be trained so lhst
our converts from the beglnnmg may
be engaged in the work of real dis-|
cipleship. No time should be lost.
New habits of t.hlnk;ng and’ aod.ng
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,,Uthe chureh,. of attending | religious,

418 | ed, and, surely, the.
ould |itian who-refuses to be p leazner in the
olied | «“Schiool of Christ” cannpt claim

| ® loving, obedient. or comsigtent; die- | p

| ciple.; of that . greas. Teacher “who | sira
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priviliges m«
the: day whichi-God /has: sahetified
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holde te  his own' “is" more

sacred than that ‘of vy other ' einis-
ter, yet -How often do we'prove aith-
less to'his relation.” And whst at-

tompts are sometimes made to sunder

duties' whiéh churches owe to their}
pastors, 4nd through their paspor to
the world, WWM God|
himselt; are far too to bej
mentioned even: letter—but|
tliey aré"written ere—saffice’it |

the daty of gurch ndembérs to' attend
themselves upon the ministrations of
their own spiritual teachersand,if pos-
siblé,induce others to attend. Absence

from a single service'is & point<
ment to all 'who'are 'real ted,

8 bad example for othersiso follow|
and'a direct. violation'of God's odnis
mendl Churchésd should learn tosvew
& | spect their pastors; co-operate = with:
them in evéry good work; yield (a

authority, -ipray for them| andy
farther, their rights and: privileges
shotld be / properly . underetood. and:
respected by all if weé 'would: save
ourselves from the troublés which are:
certain to arise when theseé privileges!
are ‘mot respected: omwhhhﬂlau'f
rights are invaded. = The iright ‘of a
pastor, for instanee, ‘to:: preside at
chureh 'meetings ‘without 'a vote of!
the church; to ' the 'eontrol of 'his?
own pulpit-and to the general ower-
oght of all that appertains ito, his
office: or the spitual condition - .of
hh own people,. ought to be acknow-
ledged and  his rightful, scripturali
authority in all such masters should |
never be lost sight -of.  ‘The honest'
| discharge of every pecusiary obliga.
tions, by every church member and by
the church as:a whole, we trast it is
needless to. add, should form & ohar.,
acteristic elementm ehuroh di

The duty of carefnllysad preyerf

| reading the Word of .af
a0 | tating wmpoa; the: iy lﬁ.;reveuh.,
The, maintaining : of. femily and pri-
vate.devotion, of contributing as God,
| gives ability to thesupport of .the
gospel and . the current | expenses [of

serviges and “eonfess with the mowth’” |
the ' Liord., Jesus | (Rom, .10, u‘a).,
otber:flaties which belong
ligion of Jeans: Christ are great mat,

chureh shauld be thoroughly
o g i B

be

“aghﬁﬂmﬂmh I :sv;

“&iments. The “L""MMM
delivered is the. only law we are to|p;

| follow in- ‘sll “sach'eases, ' “If ' thy

| brother offend thee go and tell him |3
between thee and M

{ his faunlt
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lﬁann of ¢

i.m»sa.yoci
wored, vk of divins mm“nd

f#.lw.. harge, his, i §
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A transgressor, |

formwehpbn‘dyouﬁn»hbi‘*ﬂh “hisve the mind of ' Christ,

| hgving o
| 10 the re, | thing

ters in ;which.every member;jof the |

trpe spirit. obvb
“‘.'ﬂ?:k“ Cm
nmh -enforced ini¢very ins

It has been WMAQ or

and for &, church 10, peglect. the ad-

ministration of the ordiaances becaunse
some: of its nedsbers 'disagiee is’'a
course which ought 'not to be persu:
ed, Do this in remembrance of Me,”

is 8 command whiek no ohuroh or in-
dividual ehould' *set at nought” or re-
fuse to comply with. Sueh; brethren,

proper steps to be taken. Prayer
and patience are needed and we must

“who while we were yet enemies died.
for us.,” - Space and time:forbid that
we should espeak at sall: concerning
those offerices which jare Momiut-l
ed public off¢nces: Such as making
division ' ‘and distarbance ' in .the
church.” 'Denial of the essential
trathe of christianity, immorality
covetbusness; or- neglect to provide |
forone’s own family, or refusal . to

is the “Divine Law.” ©These are the | .

.....

"""""

, -oru.t.—

bear'a proportiodal part of the ‘ex-) A

petides of the'‘dhurch; a useless dis-|
orderly life, ueglect. of the' meetings
ot ordinances 'of the chureh, refusal
to be. reconciléd 'to a brother, or to/

all migtters of - discipline; and cva

“Church' order and discipline’’ so that|
the sad effects of ignorance may uot
be seen and’ felt among us. It was
Avdrew Faller who said that “the

time of peace was'the ‘best time to|

learh dis¢ipline: against the time of
cenfusion, thatitrue religion may. be|
vindieated ‘and the erring: saved.”
We have written nothing new te you,
dear brethiren, we' have simply poin-|
ed you'to the “old landmarks,” God’s
way is always the/best way; give
then, your olese adherence to the
rules, prindiples, and ‘doctrines” of
divine revelation, so that you may|
| secure tlwe‘oﬁanqot ‘each of your'
mmberu and’ of the entire body:.of
the church; then ehall purity, know-'
lédge, and harmony prevail and men
will léarn  to respect and love us, as
the obedient’ disciples of the:
Lovd 'Jesus who /loved his church'
and’ gave himself for it that he might
sanotify and ' cleande it, and present
it to mlli glorious church, not
ot or' wrinkle or any such
‘that it should Be holy m
*wiﬁoﬁ bhmm o
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“hedr the chureh” “bedring falee wit-|
ness” suffice " it/ to - say that these are] .
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