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ICan Not do Without Thee. 

I could not do without Thee, 

O Saviour of the lost ! 
Whose precious blood redeemed me, 

At such tremendous cost. 

Thy righteousness, Thy pardon, 

Thy precious blood must be 

My only hope and comfort, 

. my plea! vO -. 

I could not do without Thee ! 

I cannot stand alone, 

I have no strength or goodness, 

No wisdom of my own 

But thou, beloved Saviour 

Artall in all to me; 

And weakness will be power, 

If leaning hard on Thee. 

I ceuld not do without Thee! 

For oh ! the way is long, 

And I am often weary, 

And sigh replaces song, 

How could I do without Thee ? 
I do not snow the way; 

Thou knowest and Thou leadest, 

And wilt not let me stray. ~ 

I could not do without Thee ? 
For years are fleeting fast, 

And soon in sclemn loneliness, 
The river must be past. 

But Thou wilc never leave, 

And, though the waves roll high, 
I know Thou wilt be near me, 

And whisper, “It is 1.” 

—F. R. Havergal. 

Pisitor Pulpit, 

A CALL TO THE LORD'S OWN FLOCK. 

A New Sermon by Rev, C. H. Spurgeon. 

“Thus shall they know that I the Lord 
their God am with them, and that they, 
even the house of Israel, are my people, 
saith the Lord God. And ye my flock, 
the flock of my pasture, are men, and I 
am your God, saith the Lord God.” — 
Ezekiel 34: 30, 31. 

I. Calling your attention to our 

text, I shall notice, first, what the 

text rather suggests than declares, 

namely, our profession toward God. 

Read on—“Thus shall they knew that 

I Jehovah am their God.” It is im- 
plied, then, that we avow Jehovah to 
be our God. So many of us as are 

joined together jn church fellowship 

here have declared that Jehovah is 
the one only living and true God. 
The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 

of Jacob is the God of believers to 

this day. We do not wish to have 

any other God, aithough in these days 

the carnally wise have set up another. 

Their god is a god who has no justice 

or righteousness; he takes small ac- 

count of sin, and wmainly seeks to 
make things pleasant all around. This 
effeminate deity now occupies the 
place ence given to Apollo or Venus, 
and he is as much a false god as they 

were. Our God does not suffer one 
attribute to eclipse another; He has 

all excellencies in perfection. Re- 
member hos Moses spake concerning 
our God, and said, “The Lord is long- 

suffering, and of great mercy, forgiv- 

ing iniquity and transgression, and Ry 

no means clearing the guilty.” “This 
God is vur God forever and ever; He 

will be our guide even unto death.” 

A second profession we have made 

is this, that we are His people. 
“That they, even the house of Israel, 

are my people, saith the Lord God.” 
This isinvolved in the first profession, 
but it is not always sufficiently 
thought of. We “re, us believers, in 

common with all the people of God, 
separated unto His service, conse 
crated to [hisglory. We believe that 
H+ chose us, or ever the earth was, Lo 

b+ a4 peculiar people unto Himself. 
We believe that He hath redeemed 
us from 4mong men, according to that 
word, *“Cmiist loved the Church and 
gave Himself for it.” We believe 

that by the decreo of God we are 

adopted ino the divine family and 
acknowledged to be the children of 

the hving God, even we who were 

once heirs of wrath even as others. 
We are His people because the Holy 
Spirit has wrought upon us, and we 
have oeen turned from darkness to 
light, from the power of sin and Satan 
unto God. Our seng is, “My beloved 
is mine, and I am His.” 
We acknowledge the claim founded 

upon our redemption, “Ye are not your 
own; for ye are bought with a price.” 
To glorify God in our spirits and in 
our bodies, which are alike redeemed, 

is our resonable service. 
Il. Our second subject of 

discourse—our proof from God. 
“Thus shall they know that I 
Jehovah am with them, aud that they 
are my people, saith the Lord God.” 
How shall they know it? In this 
one way-—by the presence of God 
among us. If God work among us, 
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then shall even our adversaries say, 

“Jehovah Shammah,” the Lord is 

there. A tree is known by its fruit, 

and the rale applies even to God 
Himself. God is known among us by 

the acts that He doeth. He discovers 

His presence unto His people by His 
deeds of grace. 1 want von to look 

back through the chapter and then to 

see whether we have or have not as a 

church the marks of Jehovah's pres- 

ence, by which we are attested to be 

His people. 
The first mark is the gathering io 

of the scattered. See verse eleven: 

“Thus suith the Lord God; Behold, I, 

even I, will both search my sheep, 

and seek them out. As a shepherd 
seeketh out his flock in the day that 

he is among his sheep that are scat- 

tered; so will I seek out my sheep.” 1 
am bound to bear witness that in the 

midst of us many have been sought 

out and saved who but a little while 

ago were wandering far away from 

Christ. Whenever I give notice that 
I will see friends who wish to join the 
church, I am cheered by the many 

who present themselves. They tell 

me glad news of their conversion— 

news which makes my heart to leap 

for joy. Conversions are among us 
at this time very many; not only from 

my ewn preaching of the Word, else 
might I speak with less freedom, but 

from the school, the mission-statio..s, 

the street-preaching, the tract-distri- 

buting, and from every form of effort, 

Frequently, when I have spoken with 
a number of new converts, I have 

found the larger proportion net 

brought to Jesus Christ by my word 
from this platform, but brought to 
Him by you, dear brothers and sisters, 
who have laid yourselves out to win 

souls. 

Conversion is the sure sign of the 
immediate presence of the Lord. The 
Lord has promised that He will 
search His sheep and seek them out, 

and He has fulfilled that word in our 

midst, therefore is He with us. If I 

bad to stand here and say to you, 

“Brethren, there are no conversions, 

none are brought to repentance and 

faith,” then might we bold days for 

fasting and humiliation, and we might 

each one weep his eyes out, because 

the glory has departed. But the Lo.d 
has not left us. No ear has heard the 

awful words within the holy place 

saying, “Let us go hence.” Glory be 

to His name, His hand is stretched 

out still for miracles of grace. 

A second token of the Lord's pres- 
ence is the feeding of the flock. The 

Holy Spirit seems to lay great stress 

upon that; for thus saith the Lord in 

verse fifteen: “1 will feed my flock, 
and I will cause them to lie down. 

There shall they lie in a good fold, 

and in a fat pasture shall they feed.” 
Have we not found it so? Have not 
our Sabbaths been times of holy festi- 
val? Value greatly this boon, for it 
comes not from man, but is a choice 

gift of God. 

Another token of the presence of 
the Good Shepherd is the healing of 
the sick ; I mean the spiritually sick, 
for there is this promise given, “I 
will seek that which was lost, and 

bring again that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which 
was broken, and will strengthen that 
which was sick.” It is a rare joy to 
restore such as have been overtaken 
in a fault. Lately I have received 
several brethren and sisters who had 
aforetime gone from us through laxity 
of life or through falling into novel- 
ties of opinion. I am glad to see 
among those who come to unite with 
us familiar faces which for a while 
had been missed Those who have 
lived where Jesus dwells do not feel 
easy till they return to such society. 
They are saying, “We will return to 
our brethren, with whom we assembl- 

ed beforetime, for it was better with 

us then than now.” The presence of 
the Lord acts like a churm upon the 
wanderers, and they hasten to return 

at His bidding. If backsliders are 
not brought back in any church, I 
should conclude that God is not there; 

but when they do come back, we re- 
joice in this evidence of His presence. 
The God of our salvation hath de- 
vised means to bring home His ban- 
ished, and therefore He is still in the 

midst of us. Glory be to His con- 
descending love ! 
A further evidenee of the Lord’s 

presence with a people is found in 
their prevailing peace of mind. I 

wil make with them a covenant of 

peace, and will canse the evil beasts 

to cease out of the land; and they 

shall dwell safely in the wilderness, 

and sleep in the woods.” Do not 

many of you realize that deep peace, 

the peace of God which passeth all 

understanding, go that you are free 

from all fear, and happy amid griev— 
ous poverty and trial ? By reason of 
your great numbers, I cannot con- 
verse much with you personally while 

you are in health, but I do have the 

sorrowful privilege of speaking with 

many brechrea and sisters in the time 

of sickness and death; and my uni 

form experience is most joyful. To 

this statement I can remember no ex- 

ception whatever within my memory. 

Not long, ago, one who preaches 

far other doctrine than mine com- 
plained bitterly that he coula make no 

headway with people of your sort, be- 

cause those who had once fallen un- 

der the influence of our doctrine are 

settled in it, and cannot be rescued 

from it, He said that no headway 

could be made against our views, for 

men become so desperately enamored 

of them that they cannot be weaned 

from them. Blessed be God for that. 

Let a man once know the living God, 

and feel His eternal love within his 
bosom, aud all the devils in hell can- 

not make him leave the doetrine 

which is life unto his soul. 

I desire to speak to you with no 

flattering words, but wish soberly to 

testify what I have seen, desiring ever 
to be tanght of the Spirit of God, 
that I may speak no further than I 
can justity by fact. I can say, and 
do say, “The Lord of hosts is with 

us.” What then? Then it seems to 
me that it becomes every member of 

this church, as indeed of every other, 
to be very careful how he lives and 
walks. If the Lord be with us, re- 
member there is a discipline going on 
in the church every day; not ouly 

that which the church can execute by 

itself, but that which God in provi- 
dence executes. “His fan is in His 

hand, and He will thoroughly purge 

His fleor.” Good men, if they hinder 
the work of God, are not dealt with 

as the ungodly, and suffered to go on 
their evil way, but frequently they 

are laid aside, and their influence is 

taken from them. Even more than 

this: I doubt not that many are re- 

moved by death when they become 

obstacles to the truth; or fall into sin, 

“For this cause,” said Paul to the 

Corinthians, “many are weak and 

sickly among you, and many sleep.” 

Thus believers are chastened of the 

Lord that they should not be con- 

demned with the world. God wili 

not have His own child transgress the 

rules of His house without chastising 
him. Hence the need of careful be- 
havior on the part of church mem- 

bers. 

In addition to this, it seems to me 

that if God be with us, now is the 

time for abounding activities. In 
evil days we tug the laboring oar to 
small purpose, for the vessel makes 
no progress against the tide; but now 
that a favoring wind is with us, let us 
spread every yard of sail. “Crowd 
all thy canvass on, cut through the 
foam.” Now is the mariner’s happy 
hour, and he must avail himself of it. 

If there be anything more that we 
can do, if there be any forgotton en— 
terprise which we can revive, if there 
be a possibility of greater ardor, aud 

intenser zeal, in the name of God let 

us rise to it. 
Again, let eur prayers be more fer- 

vent. Nothing comforts my heart 
like the prayer meetings which are so 
continual among us. Even the little 
gathering for prayer which meets on 

Thursdays before my sermon, has 
grown to larger proportions, and we 
have delightful seasons of communion 
with God. As for our Monday-even- 
ing assemblies, what a benediction 
from the Lord! Now that our hun- 
dreds at prayer are verging into thou. 
sands it delights my heart to see them. 
May your prayerfulness at home, in 
your families and im your closets, be 
increased continually, | 

III. A very interesting part of our 
discourse this morning lies in our de- 
scription by God. How does Ged 
describe his own church? Read the 
last verse of the text, “Ye my flock, 

the flock of my pasture, are men, and 
I am your God, saith the Lord God.” 
First, in this description God calls 
His church His flock. A flock is the 

shepherd's treasure, it is his living 

wealth; but it is also the shepherd’s 
care, it is his constant anxiety. Ask 

a shepherd what he prizes most, and 

he tells you, of course, his flock. De- 

mand what he cares for most, and he 
replies, “I have no other care but this 

my flock; for this I spend my days in 

the heat and my nights in the damp 
and the cold.” Ouly think of the 
Lord's looking down upon ITis people 

here and saying, “Ye are my flock.” 
Some Christians try to go to heaven 
alone, in solitude; but believers are 

not compared to bears, or lions, or 

other animals that wander alone; but 

those who belong to Christ are sheep 
in this respect, that they love to get 
together. This flock is so well pre- 
served that at the last the great Shep- 
herd will say, “Of them which thou 
gavest me have I lost none.” 
Observe that it is added, “The 

flock of my pasture. There is a dif- 
ferent idea here. It shows that God’s 
people are nat only peculiar in other 
things; but they are peculiar in their 
feeding. You may know a child of 
God by that which his soul lives upon. 
Many professors can feed on any 
mortal thing, so long as it is cleverly 
put. “Have you heard So-and-so 
preach?’ “No, [ have not, buy I 
have heard tha he has departed from 
the truth.” “But,” says one, “he is 
a wonderfully ciever man;” and if a 
man is only clever, the generality of 
people will accept anything he likes 
to bring, from heaven above, or from 
the earth beneath, or from the waters 
under the earth. It does not matter 
to most people so long as the man can 
deliver his opinions fluently and poet. 
ically. But such are not Christ's 
sheep, for they have not the discern. 
ment of the faithful. 

“The sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice; and a stranger will 
they not follow, for they know not the 
voice of strangers.” I remember hear. 
ing a brother tell how he disproved 
the notion vhat sheep only know the 
shepherd by his dress. When in 
Palestine he asked a shepherd to al- 
low him to put on his clothes. Then 
he began to call the sheep, but never 
a one would come, not even a lamb. 

The most sheepish of the flock had 
sense enough left to know that he was 

not the shepherd, and even tke young- 
est kept aloof; heedless of the strang- 
er’s voice. He might have called till 
he was hoarse, but they would not 
come. So God's people know their 
Lord, and they know the kind of food 
which He gives them. 

It is a very singular thing, but it 

is added, “Ye my flock, the flock of 

my pasture, are men.” This was 

inserted, some commentators think, 

lest the reader should think that the’ 

Lord was really speaking of sheep. 

This cannot be true; for no rational 

boing could be so foolish as to fall in- 

to that mistake. The language is 
used for a much higher purpose. “Ye 
are men;” then God knows what kind 

of persons we are, whom He has lov- 
ed with an everlasting love. We are 
Adams, not angels. If you come in- 
to the Church of God, and expect to 
get amoung angels, you will be might- 

ily mistaken; and if the brethren 
should receive you, and bope that 
they are receiving angels unawares, 
they will be mistaken, too. We make 

absurd mistakes through foolish ex- 
pectations. We shall not find that 
our brethren and sisters are male and 
female cherubim, for they are men 
and women, and nothing more. 

They are fallen men, toe, bearing 
about them traces of the ruin of their 
nature; they went astray like lost 
sheep, even the best of them. They 
are men, that is to say, they are only 
men; for the best of men are but 

men at the best. Somebody once 
wrote to me a letter of denunciation 
for using that sentence; and, as far 

as I conld make out from his letter, 
the friend thought himself to be 
something more than a man. I did 
not coincide with his judgment, bat 
fancied that he was rather less than 
more than a man; from the bitter 

spirit of his letter I thought him more 
human than humane. 
The best men I have ever seen are 

but men; and, generally, the better 
men are the more ready to confess 
their imperfection. Some are tall by 
the measurement of couceit, but 
short when brought to the standard 
of wisdom. God’s people are but 
men; yet they are men and not brutes. 

There are in human form many who 
are hardly so good as brutes; but 
the saints are gentle, compassionate, 
and gracious. God’s people are true 

men ; when the Spirit of God is in 

them they quit themselves like men; 

they come to the front and bear the 

brunt of the battle, “Ye are men” 

—it is a bad word in one sense, but a 

good one in another. God make us 

men in the better sense, and may we 
rise superior to the infirmities of 

“men” in tho worst sense, by being 
humble, yet brave. 

I have two words to say. One is to 
the poor sinner. He says, “1 am 

afraid to come to God in Christ 

Jesus.” Do not be afraid to come, 

for He knows what you are. “Oh, 

but I am so vile.” He knows how 
vile you are. “But I im everything 

I ought not to be.” He knows that. 
That is why He sent a Saviour. If 
you had not been lost, there would 
have been no need for Him to seek 
you out. Come to Jesus just as you 

are, poor trembler, and let this word 

beckon you to Him. “Ye my flock, 
the flock of my pasture are men.” 
You are poor, weak, feeble, erring, 
undeserving men, but your God is 
full of mercy, and His thoughts of 
love are as high above your thoughts 

a8 the heavens are above the earth. 

Come now and reason together with 
Him, and He will put away your sins 
as a cloud and your transgressions as 
a thick cloud, and you shall sing, 
“Who is a God like unto thee ?” 
The other word is to you that 

ought to be members of the church, 
who know the Lord and love Him, 
but have never confessed Him. Yon 
say, “I shall join the church when I 
feel better,” When will than be? 
Are you any better that you were a 
year ago? How much better are 
you going to be befdre you obey your 
Lord? I should like to hang up a 
sort of thermometor so that when 
you did reach the point you might 
come out, obey your Lord’s com- 
mand, aud join with His Church. 
Do you want to be perfect, and to 
join with perfect men? If you do, 
do not come to this church, because 
I will warrant you there is not a per- 
fect member in it, though there are 
many of the excellent of the earth in 
our midst. We had some perfect 
brethren once; but they went to 
their own place after having proved 
to us that their boasted perfection 
was very poor stuff. When workers 
get that proud notion into their heads 
they become both useless and un- 
loving. We are sorry to say that 
we are a company of imperfect men 
and women; but we shall be very 
glad to receive you 1f you love the 
Lord and are prepared to obey His 
commands. That is all we require. 
Do you want to join a perfect 
church? You musi die. You will 
not do it else. And if you were to 
join a perfect church, I am sure it 
would not be perfect after you had 

been admitted into it. You had bet- 
ver give up that idea, and just believe 
what God says about Hi own Church, 

“Ye my flock, the flock of my pas- 

ture, are men.” Come, then, with 

us, and we will do thee good. 
“I am afraid,” says one. Is this 

like a man? Can we say of such 
cowards, “Ye are men”? We cannot 

give you the good side of the word, 

surely. But come with us. If you 
believé that Jesus is the Christ, con- 

fess Him. The Gospel message is, 
“He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved.” Faith and baptism 
are bere placed very closely togeth- 
er; do not divide them. * He that 

with his heart believeth and with 
his mouth maketh confession of Him, 

shall be saved.” Negleet not one 
command of Christ; confess your 
faith at once. “ There is nothing 
saving in it,” say you. Selfish 
wretch, so you will do nothing except 
to save your own skin. If you are 
a saved man, you will loathe such 
meanness, and you will say, “Now, 

for the love 1 bear my Master's name, 

whatever command He gives to His 
believing people, I'm ready to obey.” 

“Through floods or flames,if Jesus leads, 
I'll follow where He goes; 

“Hinder me not,’ shall be my cry, 
Though earth and hell oppose’ 

God grant you His Llessing in so do- 
ing, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

ONE DOLLAR WILL PAY FOR THE 

VisiTor TiLL NEXT JULY. 

HEADAGHES 
Are generally induced 

by Indigestion, Foul 

Stomach, Costiveness, 

Deficient Circulation, 

or some Derangement 

of the dle and Digestive System. 

Sufferers will find relief by the use of 

Ayers Pills 
to stimulate the stomach and produce a regu. 

lar daily movement of the bowels. By their 

action on these organs, AYER’S PILLS divert 

the blood from the brain, and relieve and 
cure all forms of Congestive and Nervous 

Headache, Bilious Headache, and Sick 

Headache; and by keeping the bowels free, 

and preserving the system in a healthful 

condition, they insure immunity from future 

attacks. Try 

Ayer’s Pills. 
PREPARED BY 

Dr.J.C.Ayer&Co.,Lowell, Mass. 

Sold by all Druggists, 

1t is one of the most powe ful and perman- 
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lass-stoppered bottles and sold by all per- 
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DAVIS & LAWRENCE CO., 
(Sole Agents.) 

MONTREAL. 
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BELL FOUNDRY 
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ted Crimes and Brus for 
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List and circular sent free. 
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WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 

VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0 

MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY 
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p=1526, Church, Chapel, School, Fi.c Alarm 
and other bells: also Chimes and Peals. 

Meneely & Co., West Troy, N.Y. 

Baltimore Church Bells 
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are made only of Purest Bell Metal, (Cep r a 
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Slymyer Manufacturing Co., Cincinnati, Qu 
NO DUTY ON CHURCH BELLS, 

Patronize Home Industry. 

PRICES REDUCED. 
Lower than the American Baptist 

Publication Society. 

Sunday School Papers at ten per 

ent. less than United States 

Publications. 

THE CANADIAN RECORD, 

8 pages, monthly in clubs of 5 or mere 25¢cts 

a year. Single copies 50cts. 

THE YOUTH'’S VISITOR, 

(Hlustrated,) 4 pages, monthly, in clubs of i$ 
or more 12¢ts. a year. Single copies 25cts. 

THE GEM, 

[lustrated,) 4 pages, monthly, in clubs of 10 

or more 8cts. a year. Single copies 15cts. 

J. E. HOPPER, 

Saint John, N. B. 

ISAAC ERB’S 

Photograph Rooms, 
13 CHARLOTTE STREET, 

SAINT JOHN, N.B. 

PANELS..............$5.00 per dozen. 

CABINETS.......... 4.00 ” 1) 

CARDS. ...$1.00 & 2.00 *‘* 

FINEST IN THE CITY! 

PICTURES COPIED AND ENLARGED 

PARKER BROS. 
Market Square, 

Would call the attention of their friends in 
the Country to their well assorted stock of 
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AND 

Proprietary Medicines, 
PERFUMERY, TOILETIREQUISITES, 
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PARKER BROS. 
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