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SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS ROTES.

While English Baptists, with the
help of loose com ‘1ion, double in
forty years, American Baptists, wit}y
the hindranee of strict communion,
double in twenty years. Well: there
are hindrances that heip, and there
are heips that hinder.

Princeton College has had over fifty
Baptist students since 1870; but the
Seminary there has had no Baptist
student in the last twenty years,
though previously nearly forty Bap-
tists, principally from the South,
attended that school of the prophets.

“When a man,” says Spurgeon,
“gets to outting down sin, paring
down depravity, and making little
of future punishment, let him no
longer preach the gospel. As for me,”
he adds, “I believe in a hell that is
bottomless and in a heaven that is
topless.” It will be well for all
preachers to be careful lest they
whittle eternal verities te the small
end of nothing.

Si1ze or LoNxpoN.—You will form
gsome idea of the vast space which
this largest city in the world covers
when we tell you it has 1,600 miles of
streets and is larger than New York
and Paris combined. What a pepu-
lation, too! There are more Scotch-
men in London than in Edinburgh;
more Irish than in Dablin; more Jews
than in Palestine, and more Roman
Cathelics than in Rome.

Mr. Ingersoll appears to be appre-
ciated out in the mountains, as the
following, from two Colorado papers

will show:

Ingersoll has excited the amateur
thinkers, as he always does wherever he
goes. It may be put down as a broad

roposition that a man who believes in

ngersoll does not know much. His
smartness onlyappeals to the lowest order
of intellect. No really bright man was
ever fooled by his hotch-potch of almanac
jokes about things he does not understand.
He can burlesque a poem, but he cannot
understand it.—Denver Tribune.

There is a great deal of truth in the
above. Any well balanced, well informed
man would see his special gleadings,_ his
unfair methods and his dishonest misre-
presentation.— Colorado Springs Gazette.

The 396,246 Congregationalists of
the United States baptized last year
6,374 adults and 5,366 infants—1,008
more of the former than of the latter.
There was one infant baptism to
every 73 members. Does not this
look like “decline,” compared with
the statistics of the Trinity Episcopal
parish, New York, in which 61 adults
were baptized last year, and 1,141
infants? The difference is explained
by the fact that Episcopalians hold
and Congregationalists reject the
doctrine of baptismal regeneration,
which first called infant baptism into
existence and which alone can keep

it alive.

Do we read the word of God pro-
perly? We need not hesitate long in
saying that we do not. Some read
merely to find its beauties, others to
find ius faults, others read it merely
to quiet their consciences. Very few
read it as the message of G&d to their
sounls, and as the rule of their faith
and life. If’'we do not read it as the
word of God it will not help us in our
Ckristian life. If we study the Bible
to find light, we shall find it, and
with the light which the Holy Spirit:
will give us we will be enabled to un-
derstand the word of God as we never
have been able to comprehend it be-
fore.— Cumbg land Presbyterian.

I can say unfeignedly I should be
glad to hear of the conversion to
Christianity of Charles Bradlaugh,
but, were it to take place, there need
not be any particular effusion of ut.
terance about it. He would enly be
following in the way of many noisy
infidels of our time, and the grace of
God has reached many worse men.
His brother, Mr. W. R. Bradlaugh,
has been conducting a mission at Ex-
eter. In his cpening address, he said,
in veference to his brother:—*I have
faith 1. Lis conversion, and should
not be surprised by receiving a tele-

gram during these or any other ser-
vices informing me that he had given
his heart to the Lord.”— Zendon
F'reeman..

The Religious Herald comcludes a
pungent article on ‘Modern Dancing,’
with this very judicious paragraph:

A brother asks us as to the course
which our churches ought to pursue
in reference to dancing members.
For ohvious reasous, it is a difficult
question to be handled. Ia many of
our churches there is not enough con.
sistency and spiritual vigor to deal
with such cases. Our experience
teaches us that it is a question for
the pastor rather than the church. If
he is wise and fearless, he cun gener-
ally manage it. To begin with, he
ought to be faithful in his ministra—-
trations. He ought to teach his
young people what is lawful and
expedient. If there are cases of dis-
order, let him see the offenders, show
them their wrong and exhort them
to repent. If this is done in a kindly
and coneiliatory spirit, it will save
such of the offenders as have the root
of the matter in them. If any are
refractory and unmanageable, their
evil spirit will soon drive them into
ceurses of conduct that will necessi-
tate their exclusion.

For the Visitor.

A Belief that Needs Defending is not Worth
Defending.

BY REV. C. GOODSPEED.

So said a minister of amother faith
when preaching to a congregation of
Baptists. The insinuation seemed to
be that our peculiar beliefs are worth-
less because they need defence.

This would be an admirable prin-
ciple for aggressors, as it would ever
disarm all resistance, and permit
them, however weak they were, to
scale the strongest helds of those
they wished to subdue. It would be
a very nice principle for the wolf to
teach the shepherds, as it weuld leave
the sheep his prey. It is peculiarly
fitted, therefore, to serve the purpose
of those who know they must be re-
pulsed if Baptists defend their beliefs,
as it assures them victory without the
risk of resistance. Is it not a won-
der that this principle so long and
urgently needed by our pedo-baptist
friends, in their attempts to win Bap-
tists, has not been discovered before?
What needs defence is not worth de-
fence !! This means that all beliefs
which are attacked are not worth de-
fence ; for all that are assailed need
to be defend@d:  What a worthless
book the 'ﬁlen ! for it has to
resist moj 8 than any otber.

 at

The divipigy «  our Lord, justification
by faitx j T \?he doastrines to
which th- of the helpless and
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the lost lapg in dying, are
worthless. old belief, then, that
the better drine the more it will

be assaulted + the representatives of
evil, is all a r take. What is excel-
lent is never attacked, it is only what
is evil that is assailed. What a good
world this is, after all, if this princi-
ple be true ?

But the Apostle Paul made a great
blunder when he wrote, “Centened
earnestly tor the faith once delivered
to the saints,” and he proved the
worthlessness, not the value of the
doctrine of justification by  faith, as
he supposed, when he defended it
with all his might from the attack of
Judaizing teachers. He should have
known that by virtue of being attack-
ea—justification by faith was of no
worth.

But, seriously, is it not pitifui that
Christian teachers will propound
such absurdities as the statement at
the head of this communication? If
they cannot serve their purpose but
by such means, let them be sure their
purpose 18 not worth serving. The
true principle—one which will stand
every test, i8 this, “The belief which
is not worth defending is not worth
holding.”

For the Visitor.

Wayside Gleanings.

BY W. H. P.

Bright gleams from a black dia-
mond.

An old colored man said the other
day, “There is enough in a few
crumbs of the Saviour’s parables, to
feed upon for theusands of years.”
Well dene, said I. If I know of a
vacant theological chair, I will re-
commend you for it. Iun answer to a
man who asked him where he was
educated, he said, “The great 7 Am,
educated me. Do you know him?”
“And what an education he gives!”
said he. He sweeps everything right
up.

In speaking of the spiritnal ignor-
ance of worldly men of intelligence,
“The man whom that God teaches,
can look right through these men.”

A colored woman living near St.
Catherines, aged 117 years, who still
does her own housework and, though
“getting blind, threads a needle with-
out glasses yet,” said the other day,
“Others read of miracles of healing in
the New Testament, but I'm a wit-
ness to them.”

She has never had any but the Lord
for her physician.

She rode in about three miles to
meeting last fall and stayed to dinner
with us. She remembers well over
70 years ago when “the Lord met
her.”

For the Visitor.
Jehovah-Jireh, or a Pleasant Experience.

Deo Non Fortuna, writes : “Dear
brother, enclosed find five dollars.
You can use 50 cents for a couple of
ehairs, for my wife and self to sit up-
on when we visit the Tabernacle.
We, though not residing in Halifax,
have both been there and may be
again. Meantime, use the chairs till
we come, and the remainder as you
deem most for the glory of God.
We are pleased to see the letter from
the converted infidel. Be encouraged,
dear brother, in your efforts to save
the perishing. Eternity alone will
reveal the full result ; I doubt not it
will be glorious.”

We know not the author, but the
motto and circumstasces in connec-
tion with the letter, were as cold
water in a thirsty land exceedingly
refreshing. Faith kad been put to a
test respecting a double issue of
Buds and Blossoms, (see explana-
tion in next number of our magazine)
and when the motto, “Deo non For-
tuna,” with the enclosed five dollars
came it did not a little clear the mists
away, and strengthen our hands in
the special work. The interprota-
tion, “God, not fortune,” keeps up a
glad expectation of success and that
the needful funds will come in.
Whilst writing, additional proof is
given that Ged can and will sustain.
for a poor widow woman formerly of
my congregation,now of Devon, Eng-
land, has just sent me a postal order
for 10s.,, being one dollar for
Buds and Blossoms, and balance to
help pay for the 100 extra chairs pur-
chased for the increased congrega-
tion. We should be happy to receive
special donations so that they can be
paid for independent of our general
income, for our demands are many,

God is dealing very graciously.
There have been baptisms nearly
every Sunday so far this year. Oth-
ers are being received, one being the
last in a family for whom we have
heard the father cry for years, now
all are saved.

Yours in and for Him,
J. F. AvEry,

The secrets of life are not shown
except to sympathy and likeness.

A holy life spent in the service of
God, and in communion with him, is
without doubt the most comfortable
life that any man cau live in this
world.—Melancthon.
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The Baptist Cause in 8t. Louis.

A oorrespondent of the Observer
has this to say of the origin and pro-
gress of the Baptist cause it St.
Louis :

“It is almost impossible to appre.
ciate what we are, without rememb-
ering what we were : comparison is
the guage of success or failure;
80, when a Baptist friend was show-
ing me “the glory and beauty of the
temple” where she worshipped, and
wherein we chanced to mcet one
pleasant day, I asked : How long
has your denomination been planted
here? How many years has it taken
this tree to attain its present growth
and bear all this goodly fruit? My
friend waxed eloquent while she re-
counted the triumphal march of her
church, how it had overcome the
hardships incident to pioneer exist-
ence, perils in the wilderness, perils
in the city, perils by fire, until now
the stately temple in which we stood,
though called “the Second Baptist,”
was indeed second to none, but the
proud and prosperous mother of eight
thriving daughters in the city of St.
Louis, not counting a number of col-
ored organizations which she has
belped to establish. It is a matter of
history that the first Protestant
ckurch erected here was Baptist. As
early as 1798 John F. Clark introduc-
ed the wedge of Protestantism into
the heart of this Roman Catholic ter-
ritory. Six years later he erganized
the “First Baptist church” in a cer-
tain dingy building “by a river-side
where prayer was wont to be made”
by some half dozen of faithful breth-
ren. Although a good Methodist
when he first left his native Virginia,
by the time Mr, Clark had made his
devie perilous way across the
wilderness as far as the lather of
Waters, he had become so strongly
impresséd with a belief in the neces-
sity of immersion that he declared
himself a Baptist. In the lone wilds
of Illionis he met with a fellow-work-
er who had come to the same conclu-
sion. These men actually immersed
each other, there being no minister
to perform for them the sacred rite.

This leading Baptist church has
for its pastor Rev. W. W. Boyd,
D.D., whose whole soul is given to
the advancement of his work. He is
accounted a fine speaker; has the
largest church and Sunday school,
the biggest organ and the best organ
ist in St. Louis.

“Ought Women to Preach!

It is one of the signs of the times
that a great literary periodical, like
the Contemporary Rewiew, should
have in its last issue two articles, by
eminent men of different Churches,
on this subject. The world moves,
The first is by Dr. Plumptre, Dean
of Wells, and the other by Prof.
Godet. Dean  Plumptre comes
out squarely in favor of allowing
christian women who possess the ne-
cessary gifis and grace the free exer-
cise of their talents. The extent to
which conventional prejudice has
given way already, in regard to wo-
men, he thinks points to still greater
advance in other departments of ac-
tivity. Women are Poor Law Guar-
dians and members of School Boards,
and compete with men in various
departments of work. Dr. Plumptre
thinks the time has come, “That we
should recognize and foster, on a far
wider scale than at present, the

teaching function of women in
the ministry of the Church of
Christ.” And he adds: “I do

this on the broad ground that they
have often in large measure the gift
of teaching, and that the Spirit who
bestows there gifts, does not give
them to be wasted.” The success of
many gifted women as public teach-
ers, and of the female preachers in
the Salvation Army, confirm his con-
viction. He bears very commenda-
tory testimony to the general discre-

cretion and good sense, as well as
zeal, that has characterized the latter.
He says: ‘“Allthat I hear from
others, inciuding the testimony of
curates and policemen from their dif-
ferent points of view, leads me to
hope that they have awakened the
sense of a higher lif¢ in many wko
had been as ¢ without hope and with-
out God in the world.””

Dean Plumptree thinks that those
who interpret St. Paul’s words as for-
bidding all women to use their gift of
speech for the instruction of others,
misinterpret his meaniag. These
apparent prohibitions must be read in
che light of other parts of his writings
where the teaching and public work
of women seem to be fully recog-
nized and commended. And even if
the prohibition was as absolute as is
claimed, he asks: ¢ What proof
have you that it was intended for all
time, and not rather to take its place
among the things that might be varied
from time to time by the wisdom of
the Church, aecording to the diver-
sity of countries, times, and men’s
manners.” In literature and teaching,
he sees spheres not yet so fully oc~
cupied by women as they may be in
future.

Professor Godet takes the other
side of the question, and regards St.
Paul’s langnage as prohibiting women
from taking part in public teaching.
He also quotes instances where the
teaching of women and their promin-
ence in the Churches did much harm.
Yet, even he says: “I would not go
so far as to affirm that the preaching
of truly pious women, like Elizabeth
Fry, Mrs. Taft, Miss March and many
others whose example might be
quoted camnot have done any good.
The gospel does not lose its life—
giving power, even when it is
preached in a mauner not altogether
in aceordance with apostolic prescrip-
tion.”

More Abeut Baptist Newspapers.

Only 1,550 persons among the 18-
000 Baptists in Philadelphia take the
National Baptist, and the Business
Manager of that paper saysit has
only one subscriber in every twelve
Baptists in Pennsylvania. We beg
those who think it 8o easy to induce
Baptists to read, to consider this an-
nouncement, which we take from the
columns of the National Baptist it-
self. That paper, until recently, has
been ably championed by the Ameri-
can Baptist Publication Society.
With his exceptionally good oppor-
tunities for securing a large adver-
tizing patronage, the publisher was
enabled to reduee his subscription
price to two dollars per annum. The
paper has been ably edited. Every
issue is full of fresh and vigorous
thought, aptly expressed. Its editor
is President of the Baptist State Con-
vention, and is as popular as a Baptist
editor could well be. Add to this
that there is not in the wide world a
more compact body of Baptists than
that in and around Philadelphia, and
they are noted for their zeal in be-
half of home enterprises. Hence Dr.
Wayland and his National Baptist
have had the enthusiastic support of
pastors and other leading Baptists of
his State ; and yet, with all this, he
has but one subscriber to every dozen
Baptists. If such be the casein a
State filled with cities and towns,
with every Sunday preaching in al-
most every Baptist church, how must
it be in the South, with our people
scattered ever vast districts of coun-
try, and with poor post office facili-
ties, and preaching, in most cases,
but once a month.

We would like to hear from other
Baptist newspapers at the North.
Possibly some of them can make a
better exhibit in this line than the
National Baptist; but we think
not. The average Baptist, find him
where you may, is not giviag himself
much concern about newspapers.

You may reduce the price to a nickel

a year and not very largely increase
your list. There is a constant im-
provement, but, from the nature of
the case, it must be slow. The Na-
tional Baptist, by giving the public
a glimpse at its mailing list, has rend-
ered a most wondertul service to that
large and increasing class of Baptists
who feel called of Providence to the
work of Baptist journalism. Those
of them who think at all may possibly
ask themselves : “If a paper of such
immense backing of men and money,
published in thé greatest Baptist city
of the world, makes such an exhibit
as that, I will wait and consider the
matter a little more closely before
making the leap”. Others will rush
ahead, disdaining to profit by the ex-
perience of their brethren, vainly
thinking nothing is more appropriate
and nothing more easy than for them
to suceeed where others fail.

Minigterial Meanness.

A minister of the Lord Jesus
Christ should be the soul of honor
in all his dealings with all men, and
especially with his brethren of the
same holy calling. But what shall
we say about a case like this? Rev.
Mr. A, pastor of a church which
promptly pays him his stipulated sal-
ary, accepts an invitation to officiate
for his people in his place on that day.
He receives compensation for his ser-
vices, the whole of which he puts into
his own pocket, and offers the brother
who has done his work for him, not
one cent for his serviees. Ought he
not ever afterwards to be ashamed
to look that brother in the face? for
it seems to be about as mean a thing
as a minister could be guilty of.
Ministers, without charge, are, we
believe, always ready cheerfully to
serve any pastor, by occupying his
pulpit when he is sick, or called away
on ecclesiastieal or other business,
and they would not expect pecuniary
compensation under suck ecircum-
stances, and wonld decline it if offer-
ed. But the case which we have
mentioned is entirely different, and
while we can conceive of circum-
stances in which, and persons by
whom pecuniary compensation would
be declined even in such cases, yet
we cannot but feel that the obliged
pastor should give the brother who has
served him am opportunity to accept
or decline such compensation. And
is there not a glaring injustice as
well as meanness in this matter. Two
congregations are rerved on the same
day by two ministers, the one takes
pay from both, the other gets nothing
from either. You could hardly make
things more unequal.

To the honor of the ministry we
must say that we believe few are
guilty of this meanness and injustice,
but there ought not to be one.—
Christian Intelligencer.

DancinG.—“No man in India
would allow his wife or daughter to
dance. And as to dancing with an-
other man, if a woman were to at-
tempt it, her husband would leave
her at once, as one who was lost to
modesty and virtwe. In regard to
Western nations, there is nothing
that more perplexes them, than that
fathers and husbands should allow
their daughters and wives to indulge
in promiscuous dancing. No argu-
ment will convinece them that it is
the proper thing for a virtuous wo-
man or that it is 'mot, at least, of a
licentious tendency.  The prevalence
of this practice is one of the greatest
reproaches, in their esteem, to Chris-
tian nations. With them, dancing is
simply an accomplishment of a pros-
titute, and even ghe dances only with
her own sex.”

To return good for good is civil
courtesy ; evil for evil malicious pol-
icy ; evil for good, hateful ingrati-
tude ; good for evil, true Christian

charity.



