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“The Eternal God is Thy Refuge.” 

BY OSMUND HILL. 

Fear net, my soul, trust thou in God, 

And he to thee shall succour send; 

Though he may chasten with the rod, 

His eye of love doth on thee bend. 

Though sorrows deepen—all seems dark— 

Though waves of trouble o’er thee roll; 

Still fear them not—behold the Ark! 

There refuged—safe art thou, niy seul. 

Look up, and with Faith's eye behold 

Jehovah-Jesus up on high; 

He knows each member of his fold, 

And he to thee is always nigh. 

That blessed Elder Brother knows 

The sorrow that now grieves thy heart; 

To thee love in his bosom glows, 

Sympathy's balm to soothe the smart. 

Give up thyself to Jesus’ care, 
Thy ev'ry footstep he will guide; 

Confide in him, he'll thee upbear; 

Thy ev'ry want he will provide. 

oppressed and weary, lean thy head 
Where rest alone thou canst obtain; 

With dainties shall thy soul be fed, 
Christ’s pow’rful arm shall thee sustain. 

The fiercer that the storm doth rage, 

The closer then to Jesus cling; 

His Jove thy heart's griefs shall assuage, 
And e¢’en with joy shall make thee sing. 

Yisitor Pulpit. 
— 

A WAITING GOD AND A WAITING PEOPLE. 

A Sermon by Pastor C. H. Spurgeon. 

“And therefore will the Lord wait, 
that he may be gracious unto you, and 
therefore will he be exalted, that he may 
have mercy upon you ; for the Lord is a 
God of judgment: blessed are all they 
that wait for him.” —Isaiah 30: 18. 

The text divides itself into two 

parts; first, it introduces us to a 

waiting God ; and then, secondly, it 

speaks of a waiting people. 

I. First, we have here a waiting 

God. 1 shall not confine our illustra- 

tion of this waiting on the part of 

God to the case of the men of Judah 

described in the text; but I shall 

come home to your own experience, 

and speak of how the Lord has wait 

ed, that he might be gracious to you. 

Let us behold his long-suffering to- 

ward ourselves. In so doing we 

shall not be leaving the Scripture, 

for the text as truly describes our 

own experience as that of the men of 

Isaiah's day. 
The word of the Lord which is 

now to be considered opens first 

with a wonderful reason for waiting: 

«And therefore will the Lord wait.” 

“Therefore”--mark the word! The 

Lord Jehovah does as he wills both 

in heaven and earth, and his ways 

are past finding out; but he never 

acts unreasonably : he does not tell 

us his reasons, but he has them; for 

he acts “according to the counsel of 

his will.” God has his_“therefores,” 

and these are of the most forcible 

kind. The chapter contains a denun- 

ciation of the false confidences of the 

people, and because of these one 

might have concluded that the Lord 

would ®ast them off forever. If 

they will have Egypt to lean upon, 

let them lean on Egypt, till like a 

spear it pierces their side. God might 

well say, “Let them alone; they are 

given to their idols;” instead of 

which he cries, “Therefore will the 

Lord wait.” He will let them see the 

result of their carnal confidences ; he 

will allow them time in which to test 

and try Egypt, and see whether 

Egypt is not a boaster whose help is 

to no purpose. 

Do you not remember when it was 

go with you? Perhaps you began 

your religious life with the great 

mistake of hoping to find salvation 
in your own goodness; you looked 

to your feelings, prayings, doings and 

professions for safety. You thought 
that your deliverence must come 

from yourself, and so you sought to 

“work cut your own salvation with 

‘ear and trembling,” without remem- 

bering that “it is God that worketh 

in us to will and to do of his own 

good pleasure.” You knew nothing 

of God’s grace, you thought much of 

year own good works. So many 

prayers and tears, so many church- 

¢oinys or chapel-goings, so much of 

sa. varie’ , almsgivings, and the like; 

i 

«~1 this would make up a sweet.’ 

¢ 7 - georifice, acceptable to God. 

Bless.u be the Lord who bad great 

peti ~.2 vith you. He had told you 

plainly ugh beforehand that by 

the of the law there should no 

flesh  i1stified in his sight, and you 

ongl uu. to have tried that forbid- 

d.. +a ; but as you would try it he 

gof red you to ran therein till a gulf 

opened before you. You worked 
out the plan of self-salvation, and the 

net result was bitter disappointment; 
for youn saw that you eounld not keep 
the law, and you felt also that if you 
did keep it your obedience would 

make no recompense for the sins of 

the past. ” 

I heard some time ago of a man 
who let out horses and carriages. A 
person wished to hire, and, having 

heard the price, he went round the 

little town to all other persons in 
that line of business to get something 
cheaper; but as he did not succeed, 

he returned to the first person and 
said he would hire his horse and car- 
riage. “No,” said the other, “I am 

not going to let you have it. I know 
why you have come to me ; you have 

been around everywhere else, and if 
you could have saved a shilling you 

would not have come to me.” Ido 
not commend the tradesman, but I 

do not much wonder at his conduct. 
See how much more patience there 
is in God than in man. We refuse 

his free salvation, and go round by 
way of our own merits, and every- 

where else, to try and find some 
other ground of confidence, and then 
at last, when everything has broken 
down, we come back to God and to 

salvation through Jesus Christ; and 

yet we find the Lord lovingly waiting, 
graciously waiting—a God ready to 

pardon. 

Further, these people were rebels 

‘against God, and the Lord was wait- 

ing to let them fully manifest their 
rebellious spirit, and be made 
ashamed of it. The Lord allowed 
the people to show ‘their rebellious 

character—to let all mankind know 
what kind of people Goa had to deal 

with, and that they might in after 

days have the higher admiration of 
his long-suffering and of his grace. I 

to go to the full length of their tether 
in order that they may know in fu- 
ture what stuff they are made of, 
and may never trust in themselves. 
A strange “therefore” is God’s 
“therefore” —*“therefore will the Lord 
wait that he may be gracious.” 
The Lord would wait again for yet 

another reason, namely, to let them 

suffer somewhat of the effect of their 
sin. He permitted them to send their 
ambassadors to Egypt, that they 
might come back disappointed, and 
he allowed the Assyrians to devas- 

tate the land, that they might feel 
the pinch of famine, and learn that it 
is an evil and a bitter thing to for- 
sake the living God. Perhaps some 

of us were left in the same way, and 

we shall never forget what we thus 
learned ; we were allowed to go ron 

gan to feel the result of it; and now 
we flee from it with horror. We put 
our hand into the fire until it was 
burned, and now we dread the fire. 

Once more, I do not doubt that 

the Lord waited in this case to be 
gracious until the people should be- 
gin to pray, for that seems to be the 

turning point in this affair. The pro- 
phet says, “he will be very gracious 
unto thee at the voice of thy cry; 
when he shall hear it, he will answer 

thee.” The Lord is listening for the 
sinner’s prayer. How is it that you 
have not prayed long before, O trou- 

bled spirit? Why have those lips 
been dumb for years? What, with 
all your sense of sin, and with a clear 
idea of the misery that will come of 

it, have you yet refused to pray? 
Then you may well wonder that the 
Lord should wait. 

This leads us to notice, in the 

second place, the simgular patience 

of God in that waiting. . What does 
it mean when we are told that the 
Lord waiteth that he may have mercy 
upon us ? It means that he kept back 
the sword of justice. 
that where there is evil, God shall be 
angered with it. Itis not a matter 

of arbitrariness with him, but it is in- 

evitable that the Judge of all the 

evil and wrong. God must punish 
gin, this is one of the fixed and set- 

tled principles of his very existence. 
ilere the attribute of long-suffering’ 
patience comes in and spares the 
guilty from time to time, giving 
space for repentance. Have not 
some of you been in positions where, 

if you had been killed, it would have 

seemed only according to the order 

of nature that you should be? Well, 

think the Lord per.nits many sinners 

in sin, and we did do so until we be- 

It is inevitable’ 

earth sheuld take vengeance upon’ 

then, bless that God who waited, and 

held back the punishment that was 
due to yon! 

This patience of God signifies more, 

however, than delay in punishment ; 

it means the continuance. of privi- 

leges; for the Lord told these people 

that, although he might give them 

the bread of adversity and the water 

of affliction on account of their sins, 

yet he would not take away their 

teachers from them any more, they 

should still be instructed, and warned, 

and invited to come to him. Has it 
not been so with some of us? We 
heard the gospel when we were quite 
young, and we have continued to hear 
it till we are quite old, so patient is 
the Lord. It may be that I speak to 
some who have continued to hear 
that gospel every Sabbath-day, and 

have determinedly refused it tnrough 
a long life. Shall it continue to be so? 
Dare we always provoke the Lord? 
Still the white flag is hung out, and 
the silver trumpet knows no note but 

“Mercy, mercy, mercy!” Oh, that 
man would hear that note and turn 
unto the Lord! 
So singular was God’s patience 

that he even increased his holy agen- 
cies to lead the people to himself. 

He says; “Thine hears shall hear.a 
word behind thee, saying, This is the 

way, walk ye in it.” Do we not re- 
member how when the public minis: 

try seemed to miss us we began to 
be bestirred by an inward force more 
powerful than visible ministries? 

Conscience cried aloud and accused 
us from within doors. The voice of 

Jesus from without seemed echoed 
from within. Did we contend against 

even this? Alas! we did, for we 

seemed determined to destroy our- 

selves, ‘Behold, what manner eof 

patience the Lord has exercised to- 
ward us according to the abundance 

of his grace. 

Nay, this is not all; for all this 

while Ged was passing by our re- 
jections of him, blotting out our sin- 
ful refusals, and insulting despisings 
of his goodness. You know how it 
wonld be even with your own child, 
if you were to say to him, “My child, 
I am ready te forgive you if you will 
confess your fault.” If he would not 
acknowledge that he was wrong, but 
held out stubbornly, you might have 
considerable patience, but I question 
if that patience would last for days 

and weeks. Your rod would soon be 

spoken with. Men that have been 
very famous for bearing insults have 
at last been compelled in vindication 
of their own honor to put an end to 

the provocation. How grievously 
far have you and I carried our insults 
of God! Do I not speak to some who 
are carrying the provocation a long 
way even now ? This cannot last: al- 

ways; men cannot always thrust 

their fingers into God’s eyes at this 

rate. The wonder is that it has last 

ed so long. 

One thing more before I leave %his 

waiting God, and that is, there is a 

final success to all this waiting. 
When the waiting turns to a glorious 
transaction of grace upon the sinner’s 

heart and conscience, then the time 

of love has come. Observe that it is 
written, ‘He will be very gracious 
unto thee at the voice of thy cry.” 
When God has waited for the soul, 

that soul is brought to wait on him. 
God’s patience is not in vain towards 
his chosen, When God deals with 

his redeemed he does notdeal in vain. 
The Almighty is not defeated. That 
is implied in the nineteenth verse: 
“They shall weep no mora”—then 
they did weep till he forgave. Their 
tears and prayers are flowing; for he 
declares, “he will be very gracious 
unto thee at the voice of thy cry.” 
Now also they listen eagerly to 

the gospel; for they count it a privi- 
lege that “their teachers shall not be 

removed into a corner any more.” 

They value their ministers, and look 

at them with careful love, as it is 

here written ; “Thine eyes shall see 

thy teachers.” Those whom they 

formerly despised they now esteem 

and delight in. They begin also to 

obey the voice ef the Lord ; for they 

hear the voice behind them saying, 

“This is the way.” This great change 

comes to transgressors when ‘God 

deals with them in his own effectual 

manner; then they meurn for sin, 

then they pray for mercy, then they 

listen with attentive ears to the mes- 

sage of love, and then they bow 

themselves down before the present 
God, and desire nothing so much as 
to be at peace with him. 

Meanwhile, one of the chief and 
most evident tokens of their ehange 
is their casting away of the sin they 
formerly loved. The love of Ged 

reigning in the heart makes a man 

hate his sin. God never forgives sin 
without making us forsake sin. When 
he casts our sins into the depths of 

the sea hie ¢auses us to do the same. 
When the Lord says to our sin, “Be- 

gone from my memory,” we say to 

it, “Begone from my heart.” Repen- 

tance, faith, holiness, zeal, all follow 

upon the effectual working of divine 
grace. Oh, that all of yon were 

under ite power. 
II. Now learn the lesson of the 

whole subject. Under our second 
head we have a waiting people— 
“Blessed are all they that wait for 

him.” 
God’s waiting people wait upon 

God only. They are not trusting to 
the arm of flesh, nor looking to the 
changeable creature. They do not 
rely ‘upon themselves, nor depend 

upon their own experiences, or their 
mental acquirements. Here is their 
song: | 

“My spirit looks to God alone ; 
My rock and refuge is his throne ; 
In all ray fears, in all my straits, 
My soul on his salvation waits.” 

Dear friends, you can judge 
whether you are the people of God 
or not by this: Can you say, “My 
goul, wait thouonly upon God; for 

my expectation is from him?” “Trust 
ye in the Lord forever; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.” 

God's waiting people wait upon 

God expectantly. They are looking 

for everything from him, for he is 
their all in all. They have had a 
great deal from God, and they expect 
more from him. They are not waiting 
in despair, nor even in hesitation; 

they are waiting in hope, a joyous 
and assured hope of blessedness in 
reserve. They confidently expect 
to find their way in the Lord grow 
brighter and brighter, and still bright- 
er, from the twilight of the morning 
to" the shining of the perfect day. 
Oh, my brethren, let us wait and 

watch even asmen loek for the dawn, 

because they know that it will not 
fail them. 

But say you, What are they wait- 
ing for? "I answer, God's people are 
waiting upon him patiently for many 
things. Sometimes they wait for the 
tokens of his grace: they are believ- 
ing in the Lord Jesus Christ, and yet 
they may not for the moment enjoy 
the peace and comfort which are 
theirs by faith. If they had more 
faith their peace would at once be as 
a river ; but itis well if they have 
faith enough to wait for that peace. 
At times faith may be very weak, 
and then it is well if it clings and 
abides in its place. A man may be- 
lieve and be saved, and yet he may 
not be sure of his own salvation, nor 

discern the safety and blessedness of 
his condition in Jesus Christ, 
O soul, if thou canst not get out of 

the dark, believe in the dark. If 

thou hast light enough just to look 

to Christ by faith, though thou canst 
not perceive all his beauties and his 
glories, yet 1emember thou art bidden 
to look, and art saved by looking, 

however dim the light may be. If 
thou canst but look to the cross so as 
to trust wholly to the Lamb of Ged, 
he hath taken away thy sin. All the 
joy of the Lord, and all the peace and 
all the rest that come of faith do not 
come at once; bat thou must wait 

for them. 
Possibly you are looking back to 

your own past history, and sighing: 

“What peaceful hours I once enjoyed, 
How sweet their memory still!” 

Those years which the locust hath 
eaten shall be restored to you; only 
be thou hopeful, trustful, and obe- 
dient. Lean heavily upon thy God. 
It is a poor faith which only believes 
as far as the eye can see. If thou 
canst not rejoice in the light of his 

countenance, yet rest in the shadow 

of his wings. Yes, wé must be a 

waiting people, and assuredly we 

may not complain; for we caused the 

Lord te wait for us many a day. 

What patience he has had! ~~ Cannot 

we be patient? 
Sometimes God’s' people have to 

wait for the fulfilment of his prom- 

ises. Every promise will be kept, 

bus not to-day nor to-morrow. God’s 

word has its Hue season, and His 

times are the best times. We may 
also have to wait for answers to our 

prayers. Prayer will be heard, ay, 
it is heard the moment it is uttered; 

but it may not be answered just yet. 
Pray on! Wait on! Knock, and if 
the door be not opened, knock again 
and if the door still be closed, knock 

again with greater earnestness than 
before. “Men ought always to pray, 

and not to faint.” If thine importu- 
nity be wrought up to the pitch of 
enthusiasm, it shall be well with thee; 

for “the kingdom of heaven suffereth 

violence, and the violent take it by 

force.” 
Frequently we may have to wait 

for temporal blessings. It may not 
be safe for us to obtain the desire of 
our heart, because our heart is as yet 

too much occupied with the world 

and the things thereof. We may 
have to wait for deliverance from 
trouble, for as yet the furnace may 

not have accomplished its refining 

work. You may be ill, and you may 
pray God to make yov well, but he 
may still allow his beloved to be 
sick; to you sickness may be healthier 
than health. You are very poor, and 
you would like to struggle out of ab- 
ject penury. By all means struggle 

on; bat do not murmur if you should 

not be successful; poverty may be a 
richer state for you than wealth. 
There may be somewhat in your 
character which cannot be perfected 
except by suffering and labor; and it 

is better that your character be per- 
fected than your substance increased. 

None of us can come to the highest 
maturity without enduring the sum- 
mer heat of trials. 

Brother, wait cheerfully. If God 
sees fit to say, “Wait,” do not thou 
be angry with Him. 
Why give way to hurry and worry? 

Oh, reat in the Lord. Your strength 

is to sit still. One of the most lovely 
flowers of the new creation is entire 

submission to the divine will; he who 

hath it is not far from heaven. Yet 
you will bave to wait a little for 

glory which is yours by a covenant of 
salt. Do yon not at times suffer a 
heavenly homesickness? Do you not 
grow weary of these wildernesses, 

and long for the mountains of spices 
and the gardens of the blessed? Do 

you net long for the wings of a dove? 

I am afraid you would net manage 
them if you had them; dove’s wings 
would hardly suit this cambrous clay, 

It is not easy tv long for heaven 

and yet to wait; yet we are better 
where we are than attempting to fly 

where the Lord has not called us. 
Wait; for there is yet more business 

to be done for pour Master. Wouldst 

thou go to thy rest before thy day’s 
work is fairly finished? Wait; for it 
is nee8ful for others, if not for thy- 
self. Wait and work on! How many 

years were wasted ere thou didst 
come into the vineyard! Xow little 

hast thou accomplished since! Wait! 

for the vision of glory is sure; assure 

as though it were to-morrow, or to- 

day at this very hour. 

Heaven is nearing! How much furtber? 
Count the milestones one by one! 

No, no counting—only waiting 
Till the glory has begun. 

“The Voice of Jesus Through a Traot.” 

“In one of the best known parts of 
the New Town of Edinburgh a lady 
was lately distributing tracts. She 
offered one at a door and it was re- 
jected with scorn. At that instant a 

boy passed by, and saw the look of 

disappointment and vexation on the 

poor distributor’s face. ‘I'll take it’ 

said he ; and away he went with it to 

his own home. His mother was lying 

in weariness aud despondency near 

to the gates of the golden city, but 
doubtful whether she should ever en- 
ter there. The Master's summons 
had come for her to leave earth, and 

bid farewell to all she loved below. 
The little despised messenger which 
had been rejected. se rudely but a 
short time before, was now the glori- 
ous instrument of bringing light and 
joy to that sad soul. Itlifted her up 
out of the mire of despondency, andy 
gave her a boldness to enter in 
‘through the gates into the city.’ 
Her hasband ‘coming in shortly after- 
wards was handed the tract with the 
words, ‘Read that, every word seems 

as if it were written for myself! 
Truly this was the voice of Jesus 

then, is encouragement for the des. 
ponding tract-distributor! His tracts 
may be rejected by some, they will 
be far more than welcomedby others, 
and the great day alone will declare 
what broken hearts they have bound 

up, what weary souls Whey have 

made glad, what aching spirits they 
have filled with the joys of paradise!” 
— Sel. 

Benevolence is not in word and in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth. It 
is a business with men they are, 
and with human life as drawn by the 
rough hand of experience. Itis a 
duty which yon must perform at the 
call of principle, though there be no 
voice of eloquence to give splendor 
to your exertions and no music of 
poetry to lead your willing footsteps 

through the bowers of enchantment. 

Benevolence is not merely a feeling, 
but a principle; not a dream of rap. 
ture for the fancy to indulge in, but 
a business for the hand to execute, — 
Chalmers. 

For Bronchitis and Asthma, try Allan’s 
Lung Balsam. Relief is warranted or 
money refunded. See adv, 

“TEE WOMAN'S PHYSICIAN.” 

A common sense medical work for 

ladies only. Fully answers all questions 

which modesty prevents asking a male 
physician. Gives causes and symptoms 
of al) diseases of the sex, with positive 
cure for each in plain language, written 
by ladies who have made these diseases a 
life study. A plain talk in delicate lang- 
uage which every woman, young and old, 
should read. It is recommended by man 
eminent lady physicians as a safe guide 
for the sex. Handsomely bound and il- 
lustrated. Sent postpaid for $1.00. Ad- 
dress the 
ROCHESTER PUBLISHING CO.,, 

32, 33 & 33 1-2, Osborn Block, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Patronize Home Industry. 

PRICES REDUCED, 
Lower than the American Baptist 

Publication Society. 

Sunday School Papers at ten per 

cent. less than United States 
Publications. 

THE CANADIAN RECORD, 

8 pages, monthly in ¢lubs of‘ 5 or mere 25cts. 

a year. Single copies 50cts. 

THE YOUTHS VISITOR, 

(Illustrated,) 4 pages, monthly, in clubs of 10 
or more 12cts. a year. Single copies 25cts. 

THE GEM, 

Illustrated,) 4 pages, monthly, in clubs of 10 

or more 8cts. a year, Single copies 15cts. 

J. E. HOPPER, 

Saint John, N. B, 

Special Announcement, 

NEW GOODS. 
SPRING, 1884 

JAMES S. MAY, 
Merchant Tailor, 

Would announce to his Customers and the 
Publie that he has opened a 

Splendid Lot of Spring Goods 

Consisting of ENGLISH and SCOTCH TWEED, 
FINE DIAGONALS, SPRING OVERCOAT- 
INGS and a Large Variety of PANTALOON 
GOODS, which have been selected with care, 
SEN close and on the most favorable 

ms, 
AL S, Customers would find it to their 

vantage to call and examine. 

ANILINE DYES! 

Same Price as before 

10 Cents: 
Warranted more brilliant colors than any 

other dye. 

Eighteen Shades from Red to Violet. 
Also FIVE CENT Packets of same material. 
Will Color Wool, Cotton, Silk, Feathers 

Wood, &e., &e. i ; } 
Try CHALONER’S ANILINE PYES ip. Pre- 

ference to ony other. 
Sold by all druggists. | 

J. CHALONER, Chemist. 
PROPRIETOR aud ORIGINATOR of 

Aniline Dyes In Packets | 
DIGBY, N. S. 

THOMAS L.HAY. 
DEALER IN 

didesand Calf Skins, 
SHEEP SKINS AND WOOL 

RESIDENCE—59 WATERLOO STREET. 
Whera Hides 8kins and Wool of all su 

scriptionswill be bought forwhich the higheg 
market prices will be given 

AGEN TS wanted for the
 Lives of allthe 

Presidents of the U.S. The 
largest, handsomest, best book ever sold for 
less than twice our price. The fastest selling 
book in America. mense profits to agents. 
All intelligent people want it. Any one can 

speaking through a tract. Here 
become a successful agent. Terms free, HAL- 
LETT BOOK Co. Pertland, Maine.


