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NOTICE.

To Correspondents, Subscribers and Others.

1temns of Religious Intelligence are soHcited
from all parts of the world; also, ccmmunica-
tions upon other subjects of interest, especial-
&:dncatlonal, social, and industrial ﬁfnm.

respondents should write upon only one
side of the paper, and make their letters as
brief as the facts and circumstances will per-
mit. As a rule, all matter, to ensure being
published the week of issue, should reach us
not later than Monday noon.

When you desire to discontinue taking the
VISITOR it is necessary to pay all arrearages
if an{, and notify us by letter or post card. Tt
is not enough to send back the paper marked
refused, as in most instances we have no
means of finding out the address without
much sesrching,

The VISITOR is unsu ed as an advertis-
ing medium in the Maritime Provinces.

TERMS FOR ADVERTISERS:

Per line, first insertion, 12cts.
* ¢ caeh subsequent insertion, 8

Advertising card per year, $12.00

Two Inches space “ 2 J

On matters pertaining to the advertising pat-
ronage of the VISITOR, address, WEEKS &
POWERS, 99 Germain Street, 8t. John, N. B.,
with whom special contracts for large Ad-
vertisments will be made On allother mat-
ters, subscriptions, correspondence, &¢., ad-
dress, J. E. HOPPER, Proprietor.

Eh» @hristian Aisitor.

Established 1848.

Wednesday, April 16, 1884.

We have been, and are, sending out
statements to subscribersof the amount
of indebtedness due the “VISITOR.’
Will those who receive them please do
us the favor to remit at any early day,
and thus he'p us tc honorably meet
our maturing liabilities on the paper.

BAPTIST SEMINARY EXHIBITION.

On Tuesday evening of last week
the students of this Institution gave
a rhetorical and musical exhikition in
Berryman’s Hall. The following
programme was successfully carried
out :

Piano Duett—La Baladine.. .........
Misses Sulis and Jones.
Recitation—The Roll Call......... Anonymous.
Mr. Hetherington.
BOBRY- «csossssensovimanntes ncrowned Kings.
Miss Powers.
Vocal Solo—In the Night she told a Story.
Mrs. Chickering.
Miss McLeod.
Recitation—The Art and the Woman.
Fanny Foster.
Miss Gerow.
Piano Duett- Overture ........ccce0 «..
Misses Jones and Fisher,
Quarrel Scen« from Jullus Caesar. Shakespeare.
Messrs. Dunham and Jenner.
Vocal Solo—Welcome Pretty Primrose. Pinsuti.
Miss Fisher.

The prospects of the Institution
are good. Over 100 students will be
enrolled this year, and inquiries come
frem different sources indicating that
knowledge of the Institution is spread-
ing and that its advantages are ap-
preciated,

PATRIARCHAL ENVY.

Envy threw Joseph into a pit, took
him out and sold bim into slavery.
It has been in the world ever since
the introduction of evil, and has
hasproved itself to be 4 subtle, satanic
force. It inspired the firet murder,
disturbed the peace of Jacob’s house-
hold, created a rebellion against
Moses and Aaron, which brought
down the judgment of the consuming
fire and the earthquake. Eovy is
one of the most suovessful of satanic
agencies in the world. It is as re-
lentless as death, as cruel as the
grave. It differs essentially from the
vices of drunkenness, gluttony, and
lust; it is free from all grossness.
Eovy is highly spiritual, dwelling
apart from sordid flesh. -Having
taken a strong hold of the spirits of
Jacob’s sons, it held its ground till
the plan for murder was commuted
into slavery for life. - The wicked
business was -skilfully 'planned, and
executed, and concealed. Long
years passed away, and the seal of
that evil deed remained wunbreken.
The sons saw their father bowed
under a load of inconsolable grief,
but they kept their frightful deed
locked up in their. hearts.. Doubtless
they tried to banish their doings from
their minds, but memory and con-
science, two active and persistent
neighbors, fought against them. The
experiences of the cleven brothers
between the time that they last saw
their brother at the pit, and the time
when he fell upon Benjamin’s neck
weeping and exclaiming, “I am
Joseph. Doth my father yet live?”
must have been bitter in the ex-
treme.

This deed, inspired by envy, had

‘it not been for the particular purpose
’ .Lyoberg.'

of God, with which it was found ¢ou-
nected, would, like untold millions of
deeds of darkness, brought about by
the same inspiring cause, bave sunk
into forgetfulness, and not found a
permanent record on the page of his-

.|tory. Asitcame across the plan of

God’s mercy for the world, it became
a part of the history of this gracious

Declamation—Await the Issue......... Carlyle.

Harry Barilett,
EXERCISES IN GESTURE.
Emotions, | !
Nine oppositions of Head and Hand.
Piano Trio—Overture to Tancred...... Rossindt.
Misses Thompson, Sulis and Jones.
Recitation—Ths Message.... ddelaide Proctor.

Miss Calhoun.
veero... Woman, Past and Present.

Miss McCready.

Vocal Solo— Faith and Hope........ H. Millard,
Recitation—The h'(i)l:val %ﬂa’cm «oonod. T, Fields.
Master Ralph March,

Piano Duett —The Barber of Seville...Rossini.
Misses Thempson and Sulis.

The instrumental and vocal music
was rendered under the direction of
the Misses Hartt, whose ability as
teachers is a sufficient guarantee of
excellence. The rhetorical part of
the programme was arranged and ex-
ecuted under the direction of Miss
Davis, a graduate of the Boston
School of Oratory. The elecution
was good and some of it mueh above
the average of Provincial institutions.
The xercises in gesture elicited
warm aud deserved applause. Miss
Davis has wrought hard in her de-
partment and the large audience re-
cognized with suitable applause the
results of her training.

The essays were well written, and
indicated considerable maturity of
thought. One of them was especially
well read.

All the performers did so well that
we are not inclined to specify any
particular ones, although there were
such whose careful training and in-
dustry were specially marked. It
may, however, be a fair criticism to
say, that for a Seminary Exhibition,
the parts were too largely taken by
persons who are not Seminary stu-
dents, bat simply the pupils of indi-
vidual teachers, but they did their
purts well and showed that their in-
structors are competent and pains-
taking. ‘

An admission fee of 25 cents was
Jarged, and the proceeds go toward
e Seminary Library Fund. Old
students and friends are requested to
remember the library with dona-
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Essay—.....

scheme. The envy of man is wrought
into God’s dealings with his people.

! Israel is destined for Egypt, and how

shall it be brought about? How can
a tribe of despised and hated shep-
herds find a home on the fat lands of
Egypt, under the protection of the
proud Pharaohs? The incipient
envy, started in the hearts of broth-
ers, as they look upon the coat by
which Joseph was distinguished, will
solve the question. God’s eye was
on the beginning of that evil in the
hearts of Jacob’s sons. He sent
dreams to inflame it, if it was still to
be cherished. The adversary fanned
the flame, and the God of Israel
turned it to the good purposes of his
grace. The brothers did the deed.
“ God did send Joseph before his
brethren to preserve life.”” Envy
strack a murderous blow at a bro-
ther, but the power which arrested
the arm of the soldier who would
have broken the legs of Jesus, as well
as of the crucitied robbers, warded
off the blow. This was done to turn
the plan of the wicked spirit into har-
mony with the divine plans. Recov-
ering from the first defeat, envy re-
solved on banishment and slavery
for the brother. This would take
him out of their sight, and in servi-
tude he would be below them. He
is now humbled and banished. This
gratifies the wicked spirit of the con"
spirators. Had the evil hearts of the
brothers laid other plans they would
bave been thwarted till one was
chosen that would weave into God’s
plan, of which they were in total ig-
norance. IFirst the purpose was im-
mediate murder ; then a change was
made for a slow death in the pit—a
bloodless murder. This was not .in
keeping with the eternal counsels, so
another change was necessary. It
directed the main current of history
into a new channel. This wicked de-
vice of Jacoh’s sons was made a pivot
on which the grand purposes of God

tions.

were turned. Fourhundred additional

years were given to the Canaanites to
either repent or fill up the measure
of their wickedness ; » home for the
chosen people in the meantime was
provided. A famine, now years in
the distance, was anticipated and an
arrangement made to keep starvation
from the tents of the elect. KEgypt,
upon which this calamity would have
fallen in untold horrors and almost
universal death, was provided for by
the bitter cruelty of the brothers.

‘‘God works in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform.”

The ways of man must be subordi-
nated to his great purposes. Thus
far and no tarther, is the divine de-
cree. :

Here is a lesson for all evil-'dom.'

Envy, under God, did all this. It
put'Joseph into the right hand of
Pharoah, but the memory of the act
humiliated the actors, des‘roying
their peace of mind, and c¢ausing
them to look for retribution in every
adverse fortune which they met.
How long will the children of men
fail to  learn lessons of wisdom ?
Trust in God in these transactions is
contrasted with the ways of the hu-
man heart under the guidance of evil.
What a contrast between the virtue
of Joseph and the heartless oruelty
of his brethers ! ' Their reputation is
shocking indeed ; his life is grandly
noble and pure.

LIFE BEGOTTEN AND MATURED.

Spring time in nature and spring
time in religion are analogically relat-
ed at many points. Diearygweather
and dark cold nights are the enemies
of life in the world of nature. The
vitality is not sufficient to resist the
storms and cold of a rigorous winter.
Spring comes, and life, driven into
the roots, rushes back to branches
and twigs, and unfolds itself again in
renewed vigor, wealth and beauty.
The time of the singing of birds and
the voice of the turtle comes in the
realm of spirit. Life that retired in
the face of temptations and trials re-
asserts its power. Cold saints are
warmed with love and zeal. The
christian graces, held bouad in win-
try fetters are released and become
fresh and flourishing.

But spring is not only the time for
suspended life to make its appearance;
it is also the time for begetting new
life. The seed sown in the autumn
fructifies and takes hold of dead mat-
ter, appropriates and assimilates 1t in-
to living organisms. The seed of the
word falls into dead hearts, germi-
nates and feeds upon dead matter, till
the germless soul is alive and flourish-
es like a cedar in Lebanon.

THE FIRST ROBIN.

We saw a lone robin in March
perched on a dead tree standing in a
sunny hollow. The bird lately arriv-
ed from the sunny South rang out its
cheerfal notes, but there was no re-
sponse. The hills and valleys were
silent. There was death all around.
The very tree on which the new-
comer was perched was dead. Every
insect was stiff. There was no hum
of fly in the air, nor motion of worm
on the ground.” The herds were yet
in the stalls, and a cheerless, lifeless
world sent its chilling, silent spirit
back to mock the enthusiastic song-
ster; but there was courage in its
notes and strong hope in its brave
song. That lone bird seemed to
preach the gospel of life and resur-
rection to the frozen dead world
around. Again and again it sent out
its song and with convulsive move-
ments of wings and tail net only
preached life but illustrated it. It
was a call to the dead foliage, flowers,
grasses and benumbed insects to come
forth out of their graves and enjoy
the early spring. Ezekiel appeared
with his gospel in the valley of death.
What power, what hope animated
the breast of the lone preacher!
Again and again, morning by morn-
ing, the heraldsof life will eall to the
valley of death till the country rings
with the vocal songs of ‘countless
singers, and forest and field will vie
with each other in filling vhe country
with the charms and the throbbing
impulses of vegetable, insect and ani-
mal life.

THE FIRST CONVERT.
We saw the little girl, made alive,
rise and tell of the love of Christ.

The snows of winter were just melt~

ing from the gardem of the Lord.
Life was there, but it was bound in
ioy chains: the turtle dove had come
from the sunny presence of Christ.
Her breast was so filled and instinct
with life that she uttered her sweet
notes of spring joy, and then seemed
to look round wonderingly that all
were not singing. The first robin is the
barbinger of a multitude of singiog
birds. Not long will the first singer
be left to make music alone. Other
voices will soon be heard ; and so it
was. Soon there was singing on the
right hand and on the left. The
dead deacons and church joined with
the first singer and the morning was
pleasant with music. The valley of
death was transformed into the val.
ley of life; - Kvery living, beating
heart felt the throbbing of a thousand
kindred hearts. Winter has disap-
peared before gushing, song-singing
spring. The people ge with willing
feet to the house of God. Family
altars, long in ruios, are repaired, ne-
glected Bibles are opened before eyes
eager to see and give their sacred
contents to hearts ready to receive.
The doors of secret closets whose
hinges had become rusty from disuse
are again opened; the classes in
Sunday schools are no longer listless,
and the meetings for prayer, confer-
ence and for hearing the gospel are
filled with bappy hearers. All this
was led in by the first convert that
come out from the presence of Christ
filled with life and joy. The first
robin does not make spring ; the first
eonvert does not make a revival;
but the first convert proclaims the
coming blessing.

THE ONCKEN JUBILEE.

In our last, the story of Mr.
Oncken’s conversion was told. That
was an important event. The young
German mechanic did well to listen
to the invitation of the Congregation-
alist deacon and his wife to attend
the prayer meeting. A similar invit-
ation led George Miller to a prayer
meeting in which he gave himself to
the Lord.

After Mr. Oncken returned to Ger-
many his views of christian truth un-
derwent a change. He and six oth-
ers met in a shoemaker’s shop and
studied the Acts of the Apostles in
course. The preaching of the gospel,
the eonversion of souls, the baptisms,
‘and the organizations of churches re-
ported in this sacred book led them
to adopt views kindred to those held
by Baptists. At the time they knew
nothing of the doctrines of the de-
nomination, and were consequently
led to a knowledge of them by pray-
er and the reading of God’s Word.

In the winter of 1833-4 an Ameri-
can ship was detained for some time
in the harbor of Hamburg by ice.
Her captain, Thomson, was a Baptist.
He made the acquaintance of Mr.
Oncken and reported the facts to his
pastor, Dr. Cone, on his retarn to
New York. Shortly after this Dr.
Sears passed through that city on his
way to Germany. Dr. Cone inform-
ed him of the report brought him by
Captain Thomson, and requested him
to inquire into the matter. On ar-
riving at Havre he wrote to Mr. On-
cken. He received in reply a request
to preach in Hamburg and baptize
the little company. Dr. Sears com-
plied with this request, and on the
22nd of Apnil, 1834 at half past nine
o'clock in the evening baptized J. G.
Oncken, his wife, D. Lanze, his wife,
J. H. Kruger, B. Buckendahl, and J.
Gasdorf. Only one of the seven re-
mains, the Rev. J. Kruger of Riply
County, Indiana.

From that little church into ‘which
Dr, Sears organized these converts

Oncken, an influence has gone out
that has been felt in every part of
Europe. The truths held by them
bave been specially powerful in the
Scandinavian Peninsula. On the 22ud
of the present month this church and
all the churches which have sprung
directly and indirectly from it will
celebrate its jubilee. If the truth
makes corresponding progress in the
coming fifty years, the centennial
celebration will have large dimen-
sions. '

As in England and America the
Baptists will have much to'do in se-
curing liberty of conscience and the
separation of Church and State. Al-

aud over which he ordained J. G.

ready the fines and imprisonment of
the late sainted Oncken and his fel-
low christiang have done something
in securing religious liberty; but
much still remains to be done. In
Russia Baptists are still suffering for
the commonest religious privileges.
A free chuarch, or in Baptist parlance,
free churches in free Siates, is the
wateh word of the highest form and
the sound sentiment of christian
civilization.

GOD SAYS 80.

When the recently deceased scien-
tist, Dr.Guyot, of Princeton,was lying
gick and near to death he said, “God
is love.” It is a most comforting re-
flection he said, but most difficult of
belief ; we are so unworthy but “ God
says so.” The great man pillowed
his head upon this truth, and like
Abraham he staggered not at the
promise. It was enough for him that

God’s Bible reveals the fact. His

EDITORIALU NOTES.

Late English papers report the
death of Mrs. Hugh Stowell Brown,
of Liverpool. She was a lady of large
sympathies, and her ample means en-
abled her to do much good. Rev. Dr.
McLaren attended the funeral.

W have received the 13th Report
of the Halifax Inst.itutkl for the
Blind. The school, under the able
superintendence of Professor C. F.
Fraser and his efficient staff of teach-
ers, eontinues to flotirish. There
were 27 in attendance last year,
There were registered, Dec. 1st, 1883,
from Nova Scotia, 13, New Bruns-
wick, 3, Prince Edward Island, 2,

The loan fund amounts to $716.10.
$253.05 were obtained by concert
tour and $143.75 from lectures by
Professor Fraser.

The managers are fortunate in re-
taining the services of Mr. J. E. Blair,
as Steward and Mrs. Biair as Matron.
Their care over the pupils is parental

head might suggest difficulties, but his hn its constancy and tenderness.

Leart clung to the truth and he end-
ed the strife by saying, “God says
so.” Happy is he who in the midst
of the cares and conflicts of this life
can go to God’s Word and find some
comforting truth, or some assuring
promise, and bind it to his heart even
though his own mind and the unbelief
of others suggest difficulties.

There are many problems growing
out of our social life that perplex and
incite men to transgress some moral
law that the difficully may be solved.
Religious life, too, encounters many
precepts and commands in the Bible,
the force of whick the demon of un-
belief in us seeks to destroy. The
Word says that christian labor shall
not lose its reward, but “frequently
he that goes forth into the harvest
field mourns over the fact that he
sees no sheaves as the result of his
toil.” Faith rests not on visible evi-
dence, but on the word of God. Its
promise is plain and “God say so”
should be enough for every servant.
God has more ways of proving him.
self and the stability of his truth than
merely through the senses. Faith
has proved itself a stronger force in
the world than sense, and happy is
he who feels after God and rests on
the truth, He in infinite wisdom has
seen fit to reveal.

What Christian cognisant of the
truths now laid before you, can be
content with a mere civil contract of
marriage before a registrar or justice
of the peace ? Is not such a practical
denial of the Incarnation, a going
back into heathen darkness, a repud-
iation of his Saviour? Is it not to
excommunicate himself and cast
away all hope of life eternal ? Indeed
it is 80, except in cases of profound
ignorance. Mauarriage entered into
merely as a civil contract may secure
you status in society to some extent,
may protect your children from the
illname of “illegitimate,” may secure
them your property in case of death,
but your union is not the holy estate
of Christian marriage and is only re-
moved one degree from that of un-
licensed cohabitations.

No person living in such a state of
heathen coucubinage can be present-
ed for Confirmatioun or prepared for
Communion until they have present-
ed themselves humbly before Christ’s
minister, confessed their fault and
begged God’s blessing upon their
mwarriage—this is the only way in
which they can make reparation for
their sin, fault or error, the only way
in which they can enter upon prepar-
ation for Confirmation or Commuuion.

From a recent sermon by Father
Davenport, the minister of the so
called High Church Mission Chapel,
printed 1n the Daily Sun, we make
the above extraet. It shows how
churchly his teaching ie concerning
marriage. We believe the High
church do not recognize the scrip-
tural organization of other churches,
viz.: Methodist, Presbyterian and
Baptist. If so the teaching of this
extract is pretty hard on the marri.)
ages solemnized by such. To us it
seems strange that a man and woman
who lawfully love each other and
have the permission of parents and
the sanction of the state on their
marriage should have their wedded
life characterized as little removed
from “unlicensed cohabitations.”
How far in the end will priests and
Fathers in a Protestant chuarch go is
a question which seems to look for
its answer nearer Rome.

Mapy are in arrears for last year's subscrip-

For the Visitor
Not With Wisdom of Words.

BY PROE. WORTMAN,

e e

I suppose there lives no man who
is not more or less sensitive to criti-
cism. KEverybody is influenced in
some degree by what he coneeives to
be public opinion. Either his course
is turned a little on the side toward®
which it leads, or he braces himself
8o hard aginst it that he swerves on
the other side of the way whieh his
judgment, or inclination, or con-
science marks out. That a man
should desire appreciation, and even
praise, does not seem to me altogether
a weakness. If it be so, it is rather
more amiable than the wish to cross
men’s feelings and provoke their op-
position. Every man who is devoted
to his work, and engages in it, not as
a mere necessary task, is eager to
witness results. The worker in wood
or stone sees, with every blow, the
expenditure of energy registered in
the material under his chisel ; when
the farmer looks back upon his fin-
ished furrow, you would not easily
persuade him that he has driven his
team over that long field and strained
his muscles at the plongh to no pur-
pose. These men do not need that
one should assure them, “you accom-
plished something that time.” The
squared stone, the well fitting joint,
the upturned soil, may be “seen and
read of all men,” and by and bye, the
finished building shall stand, a monu-
ment of industry and skill, and the
waving harvest will show that God
has recognized and supplemented
man’s labor.

It is not always 8o with him whose
labor is directed toward the mind
and heart. Many a sturdy blow has
left no visible impression; many a
weary ploughman, returning at night,
has looked back in vain to see if his
share has separated and lightened the
bard earth, in preparation for the
seed.

In this may be found a reason, and
some excuse for a desire to learn the
wishes and tastes of the people, and
an attempt to satisfy them. Then,
further, he who endeavors to teach .
trath may very naturally argue that
it is necessary for him to secure the
presence and attention of the people.
The physician, he urges, who offers a
healthy, healing medicine to one
whose vitiated palate refuses it, must
8o coat it with condiments, so dis-
guise it with what may be acceptable
that the patient sball be indueég, to
take it.

Well, this seems reasonable. Yet
is it not unwise always to guage
one’s teaching by the taste of the
hearers? May not the physician so
far dilute and mix the draught as to
neutralize its effect? Is it not eyen
possible that, ander the musical flow
of finely-balanced sentences,the pleas-
ed listener may fail to perceive the
trath, or to acknewledge its applica-
tion ? Just here, I think, the teacher
and preacher may make a great mis-
take, either making subordinate,or, to
some extent, forgetting the end in
elaborating the means, holding his
hearers, attention by Lis presentation
of the gospel, rather than directing
it to the gospel itself.

* T am not in any degree arguing for
dispensing with any care, any study,

tion to the VisIror. Please remit.

any inellecual effort, that may secure



