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“Let Your Light so Shine.” sins the shaft has beem polished. | vouchsafes to his servant when he |from the power of darkness into the | you into heaven. No person can be; Twenty-five graduates go out this

_ There is a whole sermon in the follow-
ing lines, written by a coloured man, and
printed in the Boston Congrenatiohaiist:

Say, is your lamp burning, my brother ?
I pray you look quickly and see;

For if it were burning, then surely
Some beams would fall bright upon me.

Straight, straight is the road; but I falter
And oft shall I fall by the way;

Then lift your lamp higher, my brother,
Lest T should make fatal delay.

There are many and many around you,

Who follow wherever you go; .

If you thought that they walked in the
shadow,

Your light would burn brightly I

know,

Upon the dark mountains they stumble,
They fall on the rocks and they lie
With their white, pleading faces turned
upward
To the clouds and the pitiful sky.

If once all the lamps that are lighted,
Should steadily blaze out in line,

Wide over the earth and the ocean,
What a girdle of glory would shine!

How all the dark places would lighten;
How the mist would rise up and away;
How the earth would laugh out in her
gladness,
And hail the millenial day!

Bay, is your lamp burning, my brother?
I pray you look quickly and see;

For if it were burning, then surely
Some beams would fallbright upon me.
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Yisitor Pulpit.

GOD’S WORK UPON MINISTER AND
CONVERT.

A Sermon by C. H. Spurgeon.

‘“But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for
I have appeared unto thee for this pur-
pose, to make thee a minister, . . . deliv-
ering thee from the people, and from the
Gentiles, unto whom vow I send thee, to
open their eyes, and te turn them from
darkness to light, . . . . that they should
repent and turn to God, and do works
meet for repentance.”’—Acts 26: 16-20,

I. First, let us notice a work
wrought by God upon the minister.
“It pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe,”
“Faith cometh by hearing.” “How
shall they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach except
they be sent ?” In order to the con-
version of the hearer many processes
must be experienced by the preacher:
he must be made, called, sent, and
afterwards delivered. All the work
of the Lord upon him is a work of
grace on behalf of those who shall be
converted by his means.

The minister whom God sends is
first of all himself subdued, and made
to be obedient to the will of his Lord.
While a man is a rebel the Lord does
not appoint him to act as an ambaa-
sador ; while he is dead in gin he does
not commission him to preach the
way of life. Paul was struck down
to the earth ; if he had not himself
fallen, he would not have known how
to lift up others whom the Lord has
laid low.

It may be that some young man pre-
sent this morning is undergoing a sing-
ularly severe discipline at the hands
of the Holy Spirit. His sins are ex-
ceedingly heavy upon him, and relief
does not come. A companion of his
whe was aroused at the same time
has found rest, and is already rejoic-
ing in the light; but this young
brother finds the darkness thicken
about him. Dear friend, it may be
that your deeper conviction and more
oppressive sense of sin are needful
because in your future life you are to
be made largely helpful to troubled
Learts. Do not think that everybody
is blind for three days, as Paul was
when he did neither eat nor drink
during all that time ; but conclude
that some peculiar end is to be served
by this remarkable experience. Ly-
dia, whose heart the Lord opened to
receive the truth, was not thus blind-
ed and troubled ; but then she was
not called to be an apostle to preach
the gonpel from Jerusalem to Spain.
The we=pon which is to be most used
in batt'> must be more completely
hirde .ed than that which is for
peaceful service.

Du i ine in our own spiritual life
i85 ,art of ministerial edueation
which th: chosen of the Lord shall
not miss. See them, how God may
be wec king for the conversion of
g ne" icns yet unborn in the deep
and ' ainful experience of individuals
whe ¢ 3 now being turned from dark-
neas to light. See, my dear hearers,
what (tod may have done already in
the hearts of his chosen ministers to
fit them to become the means of your
conversion. In order to slay your

Another has groaned and wept and
oried out in bitter agony, in order
that he may know how to speak a
word in season te you.

Each of the best locks made by our
eminent locksmiths is unique and by
itself ; and when this is the case, each
iock needs its own special key : so is
it with human minds, there is a pe-
culiarity about each ome. Certain
minds will never be reached until
they come in contact with other
minds econstitated on purpose to
touch them. I know there is
a suitability in my experience
to effect many of my fellowmen,
and they open to me when the
Lord takes me in his hand, and uses
me as his key ; but I also feel that in
all probability I shall never move
certain other individuals, because my
mental conformation excites prejudice
in them ; I do not fit them, and they
will not permit me to be of use to
them. Thank God, he has other ser-
vants, and by these I trust he will
accomplish good for those to whom I
am an umsuitable instrument.

The next preparation for the Lord’s
minister was that he should be en-
couraged. The Lord Jesus said to
him, “Rise, and stand upon thy feet.”
As much as to say—“Thou art for-
given, thou art chosen, thou art be-
loved ; therefore lie no longer pros-
trate, overwhelmed with fear. Give
not way to despondency. Resign
thyself into my hands, and be pre-
pared with activity and diligence to
spend all the rest of thy life 1n deing
good. Arise, stand on thy feet, for
work is to be done at once which will
need all thy courage and might !”
Men can hardly be very useful till
they cease to be despondent, diffident,
and depressed, and become energet-
ic and hopeful. Even good men need
to be braced up that they may rise to
bold attempts and believing labors
for their Lord.

The uplifting work being done, it
remained that Paul should now be
made, constituted, and ordained a
min:ster, and to this end he must see
the Lord for himself. The Lord said,
“I have appeared unto thee for this
purpose, to make thee a minister and
a witness.” It is plain from these
words that the right way to make
ministers is for the Lord Jesus Christ
to appear unto them. We have
heard of making men into ministers,
but we bave no belief in the result of
such a manufacture. If one man
makes another man a minister, he will
be very badly made, and the sooner
he is broken up again the better.
The means which the Lord uses for
the true preacher’s education and or-
dination are here displayed before
us. It is by Christ’s appearing to the
man that he is prepared to preach
the Lord Christ among men.

Our Lord’s appearing to a man
operates two ways: first, it makes
him willing to be a servant, for that
is the meaning of the word “minis-
ter.” When the renewed mind be-
holds the Lord, it adores him, and
cries out, “What wilt thou have me
to do?” The same heavenly vision
qualifies the believer to act as a wit-
ness for Jesus. We cannot bear
witness to that which we have never
seen.

See you, then, dear friends, that in
order to the conversion of those who
are not yet saved, the Lord Jesus has
been at work upon others, making
them fit to be servants and witnesses
and he has used as his ehief means of
instruction the revealing of himself,
This is instructive, for it gives us a
clear indication as to the best me—
thod of accomplishing the salvation
of those around us. Beloved, if you
want to win souls follow up this line
of things. Soul-winning is generally
accomplished not by argument, but
by testimony. Bear witness to what
you know, to what you feel, to the
power of Christ te pacify the con-
science and to change the life ; bear,
I say, your witness to Jesus, and you
will have done that which God will
bless you to the opening of the eyes
of the spiritually blind.

Further, dear friends, the man who
is to win a soul for Christ must be
continuously instructed of God. He
is to be a witness not only of those
things which ke has seen, but also of
those things 1n wnich the Lord will
yet appear unto him. The discip~

line and tuition which our Lord

begins his witness, will not suffice
him for the whole of his life; he
must continue to be taught that he
may continue to teach. You who
wish to win souls for Jesus—and I
know many of you do—must always
sit at his feet yourselves. Your eyes
must evermore be fixed upon yeur
Master, so that his dear image may
photograph itself perpetually upon
your heart. It is poor work to talk
of a Saviour whom we have not com-
maned with for months, but it is
blessed to come forth from his pre-
sence to describe his beauties.

Where all this is done, there yet
remains somewhat more, namely,
that God should constantly preserve
his messenger ; as he said to Paul:
“Delivering thee from the people, and
from the Gentiles, unto whom now I
send thee.” Paul’s life was always
in danger, and yet never in real peril,
for the Lord was his keeper. He was
daily delivered unto death, and yet
he was immortal till his life-work
was complete. They stoned him and
supposed that he was dead ; but he
rose up and began to cheer the breth-
ren. Till his time came and his work
was finished, the stormy sea could
not drown him, the beasts of Ephesus
could not devour him, the mob could
not kill him, even swern couspirators
could not slay him. When he had
finished his eourse, he submitted his
neck to the headsman’s sword; but
till that moment he was delivered out
of the mouth of the lion, and guarded
from perils of robbers, perils of rivers,
and perils by false brethren. So shall
every true servant of Christ be kept
as with a garrison from all evil.

* »* * *

II. And now, secondly, we come
to describe the work which is
wrought in the hearer when God is
saving him. It usually begins by
illumination: the Lord sends his
servants “to open their eyes.”” Men
are born blind, and continue blind
till by the power of Jesus sight is
given to them. Opening the eye of
the mind is not an operation which
usually demands much time. In Paul’s
case we read, “Immediately there fell
from his eyes as it had been scales;
and he réeceived his sight forthwith,
and arose, and was baptized.” The
mind sees truth on a sudden, the
aspect of everything is altered;
and the man has obtained a new
faculty.

What a blessing it will be if the
Lord has sent me to any of you this
day that you may receive your sight
and be filled with the Holy Ghost !
A film shuts out the light from your
souls so that you grope as blind men;
but the Lord can at once remove it.
Perhaps you are ignorant. If you
did but know the truth, you would
see by its light. Oh, that the Holy
Spirit may teach you! Or your ed-
ucation and your surroundings have
placed a film of prejudice over your
eyes; if a candid, childlike spirit
were given you, you would speedily
see. Or possibly some favorite sin is
like a cataract upon the eye of your
conscience, and you cannet see the
evil of sin, or the beauty of holiness,
or the desirableness of being renewed.
The Lord can take away these scales.
Ob, that the Lord would cause you
to see sin in its true colors, and holi-
ness in its own splendor! Or it may
be that unbelief darkens your soul.
Those who will not believe camnot
see the salvation of God.

The next thing which the minister
is made to do is comversion; Paul
was sent “to turn them from darkness
te light and from the pow-
er of Satan unto God.” Much de-
pends upon the direction in which a
man’s face is turned. Here stands a
blind man with his face to the dark-
ness ; if he goes forward he advances
into blacker night ; how needful then
is that work of the blessed Spirit by
which men are turned completely
round, and their front is reversed !
The darkness is now behind the con-
vert, and the light is on ahead, so
that every step he takes he advances
toward the light, which increases up-
on his vision as he nears it. He has
not received all the light he desires ;
but one thing he knows—wheress he
was once blind he now sees.

As the soul is brought into & new
element, 80 is it also brought under a
4 new government. Translation has

taken place; the man is tramslated

kingdom of God's dear Son, or, as
our text has it, “from the power of
Satan unte God.” Notice, the man is
turned “from the power of Satan,”
the tyrannic dominion, and crushing
grasp of the evil, cunning, malicious,
hateful prince of fallen angels. To
the Lord whom he had forgotten he
has turned, so that he thinks of him,
cares for him, trusts in him. What
a blessed turning this—from the
power of Satan to the power of God!
Happy are the men who are the
means of converting their fellows in
this fashion !

Somebody says, “Well, I know
there is such a fact as conversion, but
I do not understand how it ean be
performed ina minute.” I reply
that I do not understand how regen-
eration, which is the secret cause of
conversion, could occupy so long as
a minute. Should not goodness rule
at once ? T'wo men are fighting, and
we beg them to leave off. Do you
recommend them to leave off grad-
ually! Shall they take an hour or
two over it? Why, they might kill
one another in that time. A fire is
about to consume your house—do
you say to the firemen, “Get it out
gradually ?” If my house were on
fire I should long to see the flame
quenched at once. If anybody held
a pistol at my head I should not say
“Take it away by degrees.” I
would wish him to remove the revol-
verat once. Yet all these things
are matters which coald be prolonged
over a space of time without such
risk as would be involved in a slow
process of conversion.

And all this has for its certificate
and mark of genuineness these words
—“By faith thatis in me.” Those
words are not merely appended to

sanctification, though it is worth,

noticing that sanctification is by faith,
since 80 many look at it as if it were
by effort rather than by believing.
But the whole process of salvation is
by faith. It is all of faith from first
to last. May God work it in your
souls.

III. Now, I clese by the last point,
which is a work which must be done
by the hearer himself. This text
speaks of Paul being an instrument
in the hands of God of opening men’s
eyes and turning them to God, that
they may receive pardon, and so
forth, in all which they seem to be
passive ; butin this latter verse they
are called upen to be active—¢That
they should repent and turn to God,
and do works meet for repentance.”
Never let us forget either the free
agency of man or the purposes of
God. God leaves us free agents, and
yet in infinite wisdom he accom-
plishes his purposes and fulfils his
decree. Grace reigns not over slaves,
but over ‘obedient children. The
will of the Lord is done, and yet the
responsibility and freedom of men
are left untouched. How the Lord
does this Tdo net know ; he hasi
never deigned to explain his infinity
to us, nor need we desire that he
should.

Dear hearer, if you would be
saved, you must repent. Itis aot
the work of God the Holy Ghest to
repent for you, but to lead you to
repent. The Holy Ghost has nothing
to repent of, and it is a work which
cannot be done by proxy.

We cannot give you repentance as
a doctor may inject merphia under
the skin ; it must be your own act
and deed, your own feeling and
emotion. You cannot be saved un-
less you personally turn from sin;
it is the work of Ged’s Holy Spirit
to bring you se to do, but you have
to repent with your own heart and
mind. Remember your child’s verse
and attend to it—

‘“Repentance is to leave
The sins we loved before;

And show that we in ear nest grieve
By doing so no more.”

This is demanded of ycu by the
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. “The times of this ignorance
God winked at, but now commandeth
all men everywhere to repent.”

The next thing necessary is that
you turn to God. Your prayer may
be, “Turn thou me, and 1 shall be
turned,” but the command is, “Turn
ye, turn ye, why will ye die?” God
will turn you, but you have willingly
to yield, and thus turn yourself. We
cannot take you by the ears and drag

holy unwillingly, or happy unwilling-
ly, or go to heaven unwillingly. The
great turn needed is to turn to God.
Now you turn away from him, you
do not like to think ofhim; this
morning you have heard quite as
much as you can bear, and you will
try and forget it, and so turn away
from God, Would not it be grand
news for some of you if there were
no God, ne law, no judgment to come,
no heaven, no hell? It would create
in you a sense of liberty, would it
not? But as for seme of us, it wounld
be slavery to us and the worst cala-
mity that could possibly happen, for
we should have lost our joy, our com-
fort, our all.

And then to conclude, it is added
they must do works meet for repent-
ance; for wherever there is true faith
there will be corresponding works.
Now what are works “meet for re-
pentance”? They are such as these
—restitution if you have wronged any
one, reconciliation if youn are at en-
mity with any one, acknowledgement
if you have spoken falsely, giving up
of evil habits, and an earnest endeav-
or to be pure and holy. If you run
into temptation wilfully that is not a
work fit to go with repentance. If
you commit again the sin which you
have committed before, and return to
it as a dog to ics vomit, that is not a
work meet for repentance. If you
live in neglect of the means of grace,
if you disregard the Sabbath, if you
neglect prayer, if you omit the study
of God’s Word, these are not works
that will agree with repentance. If
yeu live wholly for yourself and vour
own personal aggrandizement, that is
not a work meet for repentance. But
if you do indeed repent, you must
pray the Lord to change your whole
life. “If any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature;” that is the whole of
it; you must be new from head to
foot, new in every thought and word
and deed.

After all, it turns on this, Will you
have Christ or not? Dear hearers, I
would like to press that question
home upon you. I pray that you
may be enabled to say, “I will put my
trust in him; I will at once accept
him as my Saviour.” I am afraid
you get so used to my voice that it
does not strike you now as it used
to do; but still the truth is the same
whoever speaks it. If I talk nonsense
forget it; but if this be truth to which
you are listening, I implore you to
attend vo it. Do not hear it and say,
“Oh, yes,” and then go away, and
think no more of it. May God grant
you grace at once really to repent, to
turn to God, and to do works meet

year from Morgan Park Seminary,
Chicago. A short time ago the
seminary was under a heavy debt,
paying about $6,000 a year interest,
with little capital and no endowment.
To-day it has no delgt, ;but in place
of that enjoys an incO%e from about
$250,000 production endowment ;
with §50,000 in buildings and grounds,
with about 100 students and a full
and able Faculty,

Spurgeon 5213 t5 Dr. H, L. Way-
lank, editor of the Natiomad Baptist:
“We occupy a conservative position
among our churches. If an accredit-
ed Christian of an evangelical church
comes among us, and asks the privi-
lege of communing, we admit him
three months. Then we say to him,
‘You have now had an opportunity
to know us and our views; if you
choose, we shall be glad to have you
join us by baptism ; if not, we advise
you t¢ join thoge with whom you are
in sympathy.’ And three times out
of four, they are baptized and join

”

us.

»In a communication to the (Rich-
mond) Religious Herald, Dr. How-
ard Osgood, speaking of the extreme
party of the school of the so-called
“higher criticism,” says: “These men
have written many thousands of
pages on Isaiah, the seraphic prophet.
Can any one point out one single
page, or make extracts from all their
works, amounting to a single octavo
page, showing any interest by the
writer in the souls of men and desire
for their salvation; or any spark of
serious piety, a heart given to God
in prayer and praise? I have not
been able to find that page, and
should be Leartily glad to have it
pointed out.” This is a consideration
worthy of attention. These men are
eager enough to undermine what they
call the “traditional” reverence for
the Bible; but what are they doing to
promote practical piety? Before we
accept them as guides, let it be known
where they will lead us.

. Marray & Lanman’s Florida Water
is probably the simplest and purest per-
fume ever made, being absolutely notging
more than the delicious fragrance of rare
flowers, preserved and made permanent,
and it is doubtless to this purity of com
position that its immense popularity is in
a great measure to be ascribed.

I sprained my leg so badly that I had
to be driven home in a carriage. I im-
mediately applied Minard’s Liniment
freely and in 48 hours could use my leg
again as well as ever.—JoSHUA Wy-
NAUGHT, Bridgewater, N. S.

éMndard Books !

Guizot’s History of England, 5 Vols.
Macaulay’s History of England, 5 Vols.
Macaulay's Essays and Poems, 3 Vols.

for repentance, through faith which
is in Christ, for his dear name’s sake.
Amen,

ALL SORTS.

The Morgan Park Theological
Seminary at Chicago has been so
fortunate as to secure the gift of the
magnificient library of the American

Bible Union.

Within a year, about fifty persons
have been excluded from Tremont
Temple, Boston, Baptist church, “for
refusing to help meet the expenses
of worship.” And a newspaper cor.
respondent says: “It would help
Christianity amazingly, if all churches
would do likewise.”

Every wide-awake pastor will seek
to keep his people alive to the great
issues of the time, to elevate and
broaden their sympathies, and 1o
prompt them, however poor and weak
in numbers, to have some part in all
the great benevolent emteprises of
the church.— Clark.

On a recent baptismal oceasion,
Henry Ward Beecher said that
“the baptism of children is nowhere
taught in the New Testament,” but
“was instituted in old church days,
by the priests who desired to bring
the laity under their sway, and make
the superiority of the clergy marked.”

It seems incredible that in so emi-
nent a centre as Saratoga, and in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century,
resolutions should be introduced into
a Presbyterian General Assembly
forbidding quotations te be made
from the Revised New Testament, in
the Presbyterian Sunday School
Lesson helps, lest it should unsettle
the faith of the young in the author-
ity of the Bible!

Kitto’s Bible Commentary, 5 Vels.
Spurﬁeou’s Sermons, 10 Vols.

The Graves-Ditzler Debate.

Worlt_i’h%s of Science, by John Stoughton,
Theg'ilgl.e Handbook, by Joseph Angus ,

The Topology of Scripture, by Dr. Fair-
bairn, D. D., 2 vols.

New Testament Illustrations, by Rev.
Wm. Jones,

Comm:antary on the Romans, by Chas.

€.

Hugh M‘xgller’s Works, 5 Vols.

The Complete Works of Josephus.

Religion of The Protestants, Chilling-
worth, 2 Vols.

Songs of Religion and Life, by John
Stuart Black.

Memoir of Norman McLeod, D. D.

Cyclopadia of Poetry, embracing poems
descriptive of the Scenes, Incidents,
Persons and Places of the Bible. By
Rev. Elon Foster, D. D,

Elements of Moral Science, by Dr. Way-

land.
And other Standard Worke, all of which
;1!1 be offered at greatly Reduced

rices.

Family Bibles frem $4.50 to $i2.00.

VISITOR BOOK ROOM,
99 Germain Street, St. Johy N.B.

Patronize Home Induszy,
PRICES REDUCED.

Lower than the Ameriggn Baptist
Publication S .

Sunday School Papers at ten per
cent. less than United States
Publications.

THE CANADIAN RECORD,
8 pages, monthly 1in clubs of 5 or mere 25cts.
a year. Single coples 56cts.

THE YOUTH’S VISITOR,
(Illustrated,) 4 pages, monthly, in clubs of 10
or more 12cts. a year. Single copies 25cts.

THE GEM,
Illustrated.) 4 pages, monthly, in clubs of 10
or more 8cts. a year. Single copies 15cts.

J. E. HOPPER,
Saint John, N. B,

6 6 a week at home. $5.00 outfit free. Pay

absolutely sure. No risk. Capital not
required. Reader, if you want business at
which persons of efther Sex. young or old, can
make great pay al) the time they work, with

absolute certainty, write for culars to H.
HALLETT & CoO., Portland, Maine.



