2

THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

E——

MAY 7

“Peace I leave with You.”

John xiv. 27.

O peace ! thou gift cf Heaven—thy dawa-
ing flingeth

Gleams of bright sunshine o’er life’s
troubled wave:

And to the weary,fainting mourner bring-
eth

Comfort and help his wounded soul to
save.

Peace, when the troubled waves of life
swell highest,

Peace, when the body sinks to earth’s
calm rest—

In hope reposing—safe while thou art
nighest,

Then in thy blissful presence fully blest,

O who may tell of Heaven’s own peace
the story ?

Fulness, fruition, glad, unmixed repose !

A being fraught with blessedness—a glory

Undimmed by change—untouched by
earth’s dark woes !

Peace, 'twas the Saviour’s parting, dying
token.

Peace be the entrance to our Home above!

Heaven’s hosts all echoing—‘‘Peace and
rest unbroken;

Welcome, blest spirit, te the Land of
Love.”

We hail Thy great bequest, Almighty
Saviour!
Bless the sweet messenger benignly given.
* Give us, Ogive us of Thine endless favour,
To keep our Jubilee or Peace in Heaven!

Visitor Pulpit.

KNOWLEDGE, WORSHIP, GRATITUDE.

A Sermon by Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.

“‘So that they are without excuse: be-
cause that. when they knew God, they
glorified Him not as God, neither were
thankful.””—Rom. 1: 20, 21.

The people mentioned by Paul in
our text fell into two great evils, or
rather into two forms of one great
evil—atheism ; the atheism of the
heart, and the atheism of the life.
They knew God, but they glorified
him not as God, neither were they
thankful.

We will first consider the first sin
mentioned here, and then the second.
I shall not look at these two evils as
if you were Romans, but I shall ad-
apt the text to your own case, and
speak of these sins, as Englishmen
are too apt to commit them. Third-
ly, let us view the consequences, or
what comes of men not glorifying
God and not being thankful. Then,
fourthly, let us fly from these sins
immediately, God helping us. O
Holy Spirit, help the preacher now,
for all his help is in thee!

1. At once, then, let us look at this
first sin, a sin very common in these
days. They knew God, but they
glorified him not as God. Even in
old Rome, with all its darkness, there
was some knowledge of God; how
can the creature quite forget its
Creator ? Of course the people had
not that spiritual knowledge which
the Holy Ghost communicates to the
renewed in heart, for the carnal mind
cannot know God spiritually; its
" fleshly ideas cannot come near to his
holy spirituality. But Paul means
that they perceived the eternal power
and Godhead of the Great Former of
all things ; and they might have per-
ceived much wore of his divine char-
acter and glory if their foolish hearts
had not been darkened by their evil
passions. When you go among the
heathen, whether they are Pantheists
or Polytheists, or whatever they may
be, there is still a notion in the back-
ground of all their mythology of some
one great superior being, elevated
above those whom they ecall gods,
some serenely just father, preserver,
avenger, and rewarder of men.

Some among the heathen no doubt
attained to a very considerable know-
ledge of God, or at least they walked
upon the borders of marvellous dis-
coveries of the Godhead. We are
greatly surprised at the language of
Socrates, and Plato, and Seneca, and
others ; such men have lately been
held up as patterns; butif their lives
are studied, they will be found to be
sadly defaced with what Paul fitly
calls “vile affections.” These were
wise men, but the world by wisdom
knew not God; they were great
thinkers, but a clear revelation of
God was not in all their thoughts.
They did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, and so they remain-
ed steeped in loathsome vice which
we dare pot mention, for it is a shame
even t0 speak of the things which
were done of the most enlightened of
them in secret, They had knowledge,
but they forgot its responsibilities ;

they knew God, but they glorified
him mot as God, neither were they
thankful. :

We may now let all the heathen go,
for it is more true of us than it is of
them, that we know God. We know
God, but 1 am afraid that there arg
many thousands and millions eof our
fellow-creatures who glorify him not
as God ; let us see to it that we do
not ourselves belong to the unhappy
number. Taose do not glorify God
as God who do not trace all their
goods things to God. “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from
above,” but many ungrateful hearts
forget this truth, and receive the
blessings of this life with dumb
mouths and cold hearts. In the old
time there were these whe traced
everything they saw to what they
called “Chance;” that misformed
deity has been laid aside, and on its
pedestal men have set up another idol
known as “Nature.”

Nowadays swarms of people attri-
bute everything that is great and
wonderful’—they talk forever of
“the beauties of nature” “the grand-
eur of nature,” and “the laws of na-
ture ;” but God is as little spoken of
as if he were not alive. As to laws
of nature, these occupy with moderns
much the same place as the deities of
Olympus with the ancients. What
are the laws of nature but the ordin-
ary ways in which God works? I
know of no other definition of them-
But these people attribute to them a
sort of power apart from the pre.
sence of the Creator.

One standing up in the street, vent-
ing his infidelity, said we could not
do better on Sunday than go abroad
and worship nature. There was
nothing that was so refining and ele-
vating to the mind as nature. Nature
did everything. A christian man in
the crowd ventured to ask, “What is
nature ;” And the gentleman said,
“Well, nature—well—it is nature.
Don’t you know what itis? It is
nature.” No further definition was
forthcoming; I fear the term is only
useful us enabling men to talk of
creation without being compelled to
mention the Creator.

I find nowadays that people talk
about “Providence,” and yet discard
God. Among the vulgar and the
ungodly this is another subterfuge to
avoid the ascribing of their blessings
to the Giver of them. A farmer,
whose crops had failed a second time,
was consoled by a clergyman, because
he suffered from the hand of Provid-
ence. “Yes,” said he “that Provid-
ence is always treating me shameful-
ly ; but there’s one above that will
stop him.” The poor soul had heard
of Providence till he thought it
an evil power, and hoped that the
good God would curb its mischievous
influence. This comes of not speak-
ing plainly of God. For what is
Providence ? Can there be such a
thing without the constant working
of the Great Provider?

Men talk of “Foresight.” But is
there any foresight without the eye?
Is there not some living eye that is
watching for our good, some living
hand that is following up the eye,
and providing for our needs? Man
does not like to think of his God. He
wants to get away into a far country,
away from God his Father; and he
will adopt any sort of phrase which
will help him to clear his language of
all trace of God. The heathen often
attributed their prosperity to “for-
tune ;” seme of them talked of
“chance ;” others discoursed of “fate.”
Anything is to man’s taste rather
than blessing the great Father, and
adoring the one God. If they pros-
pered, they were “lucky ;” this was
instead of gratitude to God. They
looked into the almanac to find lucky
days ; this instead of faith in the
Most High. Have we not some now
who bless their good luck, and still
talk about their fortunate stars?
God whom they knew they do not
honor as God. Yes, and we have
among us men who talk neither of
“fortune” mnor of “nature,” but of
themselves. They are styled “self-
made men,” and they are very prone
to worship the great self who made
them ; they are mever backward in
that cult. Their adoration of them-
selves is constant, reverent, and sin-
cere. “Self-made men,” indeed! In-
finitely better is it to be a God-made
man. Justice makes a black mark

against those who do not ascribe their
good things to God, from whom they

flow.

* * * *

There are some others who know
God, who fail to glorify him as God,
because they do not trust him.

In revelation God has presented
himself as the object of trust to his
creatures, and he has promised that
all who trust in him shall be forgiven
their transgressions through the
atonement of his Son, Jesus Christ.
When proud man replies, “No, I
shall trust in myself, trust in my own
works, trust in my own prayers, but
I shall not trust in Carist,” then he
knows God, but he glorifies him not
as God, and when he perishes he will
be without excuse. What kind of
Grod is that whom we will not trust?
How do we honor him when we re-
fuse to believe bim? Do we accept
his Godhead,and yet refuse his mercy?
This cannot be.

The counts are many against men,
but this one more must be mentioned
—many know God, but they never
glorify him as God by submitting
themselves to him, and yielding up
their members to be instruments of
his glory. If I glorify God as God,
then I desire to obey God’s eom-
mandments, to spread his glory, to
magnify his name. I desire in all
things to please him, if indeed I treat
him as God should be treated. What
enthusiasm ought to be kindled in
our breasts by the belief that we are
God’s servant! “I am thy servant,”
is our happy claim, our honored chal-
lenge. This it is that makes a man of
a man, and something more than man.
Oh, to learn this lesson, and to practice
it! To glorify God as God will make us
akin to angels! KEven you christians
may feel that this is much beyond
you vet, but toward it you must
ever fly. I shrink before my Lord
in speaking of him, but I desire what
I have not yet attained—that I may
truly glorify him as my Lord and my
Grod. »

1I. Now we come to consider the
second sin. May the word which I
may have to say about it be blessed
to many of my hearers by the power
of the Holy Spirit! The second sin
is “neither were thankful.”

Did you know, dear friends, that
unthankfulness was such a sin as this?
Have you ever thought of it in this
light befere—that men were without
excuse because when they knew God
they were not thankful? Unthank-
fulness is a sin for which there is no
excuse if it be attended with know-
ledge. I fear there are thousands
who call themselves christians, who
are not thankful, and yet they never
thought themselves very guilty on
that account. Yet you see these sin-
ners were without excuse, because
they were guilty of a great sin before
God, and that sin was unthankfulness.
I tremble both for myself and you
when I see want of thankfulness thus
set in the front rank of sins. How is
it that we may be unthankful ?

I answer, first, there is in some a
want of gratitude for mercies possess-
ed. They receive many blessings
without making a note of them. or
even seeming to know that they have
them. Their daily mercies seem to
come in always at the back door,where
the servants take them in and never
tell their master or mistress that they
have arrived. They never receive
their mercies at the front door with
grateful acknowledgements ; but they
still continue dumb debtors, daily
owing more, but making no attempt
at a return. Many professors are of
that kind—recipients of countless
mercies, but destitute of such com-
mon thankfulness as even beasts
might manifest.

Some show this unthankfulness in
another way, for they always dwell
most on what they have mot got.
They have manna, and that is angels’
toed; but then they have no fish, and
this is a ready theme for grumbling.
They talk very loudly of “the fish we
did eat in Egypt,” and lament those
ample feasts provided by the muddy
Nile. Moreover, they have none of
those delightful vegetables—the leeks,
and the garlic, and the onions. They
have none of these rank luxuries, and
therefore again they murmur, and
call the manna “light bread.” ‘They
put this complaint over and over
again to Moses, till Moses must have
been sick of them and their garlic.

They said that they could not get
leeks, and cucumbers, and onions, and
that they were therefore most hardly
done by, and would not much longer
put up with it. Thankless rebels!

* * * *

Some fail, also, in their singing of
God’s praises. -1 knew a dear old
Methodist preacher, who is now in
heaven, who when he came down
stairs of a morning was always toot-
ing a bit of a hymn over, and he did
the same in the barn, and the field. I
have passed him in the street, and
noted his happy melody; indeed he
was always singing. He never took
much notice of anybody, so as to be
afraid of being overheard. Whether
people heard him or not did not make
much difference to him. He was
singing to the Lord, not to them; and
80 he went on singing. I do not
think he had much of a voice, or an
ear for music, but his soul was made
up of praise, and that is better than
a musical education. God dees not
criticise our voice, but he accepts our
heart. Ob, to be singing the praises
of God every minute of our lives, and
never ceasing therefrom!

It is plain that many are not thank-
ful to God, for they never praise him
with their substance. Yet when the
Jew was thankful, he took care to
give a portion to the house of the
Lord; before he would eat of his corn
he would send his sheaf to the sanc-
tuary. If we are grateful to God, we
shall feel that the first thing to do is
to give of our substance an offering
of thanksgiving to the Most High.
But this does not strike some people,
whose religion is so spiritual that
they cannot endure to hear of money,
and they faint at the sound of a col-
lection. I am afraid their thankful-
ness is not worth more than what they
pay to express it; that is to say, no-
thing at all. God deliver us from
such a state of heart as that; and may
we never, in any of these senses, be
found among those professors, of
whom it is said that, when they knew
God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were they thankful.

I11. Listen to me now carefully for
two or three minutes while, in the
third place, I mention, very briefly
and solemnly, what was the result of
this.

They knew God, but they glorified
him not as God, neither were they
thankful. And the first result of it
was that they fell into vain imagin-
ings. If we do not glorify God, the
true God, we shall soon be found set-
ting up another god. This vain-ima-
gination business is being done quite
as extensively now as in Paul’s days.
Depart from the inspiration of the
Bibie, and from the infallibility of the
Spirit of God who wrote it,and where
will you go? Well, I camnot tell
where you will go. One wanders in-
to onelvain imagination, and one into
another, till the dreamers are on all
sides. |I expect to see a new doctrine
every fday of the week now. Our
thinkers have introduced an age of
inventidns, wherein everything is
thoughtiof but the truth of God. We
do not want these novelties. We are
satisfiediwith the Word of God as we
find it. | But if you do not glorify
God as God, and are not thankful to
him for all his teaching, then away
you go 3:;0 vain imaginations.

And what next? Well, away goes
the mind of man icto all sorts of sins.
The chapter describes unnatural lusts
and horribly fierce passions. Men
that are hot satisfied and thankful—
men that have no fear of God before
their eyeg—it were a shame for us to
think, mdch more to speak, of what
they willl do. A heart that cannot

feed at God’s table will riot some-
where. He that is not satisfied with
the cup that Ged has filled will soon

be a paftaker of the cup of devils.
An unthankful spirit is, at bottom, an
atheistic spirit. If God were God te
us, we should not be unthankful to
him.

It seems that these people, of whom
Paul wrote, fell into all kinds of bit-
terness, such as envy, murder, deceit,
malignity, whispering, backbiting,
hating of Gof. They became spiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, and sc forth. Well, if your
spirit is not sweetened by the adora-
tion and the leve of God, it will grow
bitter. 1f love does not reign, hate
will rule. Look at unthankful people.

Hear them talk Nobody’s character

is safe. There is no neighbor whom
they will not slander. There is no
Christian man whom they will not
misrepresent. O brothers and sisters,
dread unthankfulness! Perhaps you
did not think that it was so bad, but
it is borrible! God help you to es-
cape from it!

IV. And that you may escape from
it, let us finish up by this exhortation.
Let us fly by the help of God’s Spirit
from these two sins. “Oh,” says ope,
“I am full of sin.” Come and glorify
God, then, by confessing it to him.
“Oh, but I am not pardoned.” Come
and glorify him by accepting pardon
through the blood of his dear Son.
“Oh, but I am of an evil heart.”
Come and glorify him by telling him
so, and asking His Spirit to renew
you in your mind. Come, yield your-
self to his sweet Gospel. May his
blessed Spirit incline you so to do.
Come, take him now to be your God.
Have you forgotten bim? Remember
him. Have you neglected him? Seek
him. Have you offended him? Mourn
before him. Say, “I will arise, and
go unto my Father.” Your Father
waits to receive you. Glorify him as
God.

And then, next, let us begin to be
very thankful, if we have not been so
before. Let us praise God for com-
mon mercies, for they prove to be un-
commonly precions when they are
once taken away. Bless God that

were able to walk here, and are
* to walk home again. Bless God
your reason; bless him for your

existence, Bless God for ¢che means
of grace, for an open Bible, for the
throne of grace, for the preaching of
the Word. You that are saved must
lead the song. “Bless the Lord, O
my soul; and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.” Bless him for
his Son. Bless him for his Spirit.
Bless him for his Fatherhood. Bless
him that you are his child. Bless him
for what you have received. Bless
him for what he has promised to give.
Bless him for the past, the present,
and the future. Bless him in every
way, for everything, at all times, and
in all places. Let all that is within
you bless his holy name. Go your

you 8o to do!

Trae Christian religion, as portray-
ed in the gospel, differs from all oth-
ers in furnishing an internal principle
from which the purest conduct em-
anates. It is not a religion of forms
and ceremonies, but the religion of
the heart. The language of God to
every Christian is, “My son, give me
thine heart.”— Sel.

In Murray & Lanman’s Florida Water
the most debilitated and nervous can find
relief, Used freely in the water of the
bath, its effect is almost marvellous, so
strengthening and bracing, and withal so
exquisitely agreeabla.

Crowned with Success.

Success has current value the wide
world over. It breaks down every bar-
rier and holds the key that unlocks every
door. Prejudice, the fruit of many fail-
ures, and the recollection of painful ex-
perience melt away like mist before the
convineing merit of PuTNAM’s PAINLESS
CorN EXTRACTOR, and now when thou-
sand’s are willing and glad to testify to

its wonderful efficiency, it goes forth
crowned with the suecess that only real
merit attains. But Putnam’s Painless
Corn Extractor. Beware of imitations.
N. C. Polson & Co., proprietors, Kingston.

PUTTNER'S SYRUP HYPOPHOSPHITES.

W.B.SLAYTER, M. D, L.R. C. P., Eng., &c.,
consulting surgeon to P. and C. Hospital and
Prof. of Obstetrics, Halifax Medical College,
speaks in the highest terms of PUTTNER'S
SYRUP HYPOPHOSPHITES. Sold by all drug-
gists. Price 50 cents.

T.TRENAMAN, M. D., CITY MEDICAL OF-
FICER, Halifax: Having used PUTTNER'S
SYRUP, I can testify to its value.

C. D. RIGBY, M.D., SURGEON HALIFAX
DISPENSARY: Having used PUTTNER'S
SYRUP since it has been introduced, I never
found a reason to be dissatisfied with its results.

REST AND COMFORT TO THE SUFFERING.

“Browmle Household Panacea” has no equal
for relieving pain, both internal and external.
It cures Pain in the Side, Back or Bowels,
Sore Throat, Rheumatism, Toothache, Lum-

bago and any kind of a Pain or Ache. ‘It will
most surely quicken the Blood” and Heal, as
its actlnF g)ower is wonderful. “Brewn’s
Household Panacea,” being acknowledged as
the great Pain Reliever, and of double the
strendgth of any other Elixir or liniment in the
world, should be in every family handy for
use when wanted, ‘“as it really is the best
remedy in the world for Cramps in the stomach
and Pains and Aches of all kinds,” and is for
s?le by all Druggists at 25 cents a })056
tle. y-

Conghs and Colds that we so frequently
neglect, and which so often prove the seeds
sown #or a harvest of Consumption, should
bave immediate and thorough treatment. A
teaspoonful of “‘Phosphorized’ Emulsion
taken whenever the Cough is troublesome,
will relieve the paivient, and persevered in,
will effect a cure in the most obstinate cases.
Always ask for “Phosphorized” Emulsion.
and be sure you get it.

way rejoicing. May his Spirit help

THE NEW BRUNSWICK
Baptist Seminary !
THE Fourth Term b-e—gl-.m on

THURSDAY, April 15th.

This institutionloffers splendia advantages
to young men and women wishing to pursue
courses of study im English, Ancient and

Modern Languages, Mathematics, Music,
Painting or Elocution.
Apply for further information io
'Vo 1”0 J'IOVICAR, .y
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DON'T FAIL TO GET A PAIR
—OF -
LADIES
Plush House Slippers.
SELLING AT

50c¢. Per Pair.

1,000 PAIRS JUST RECEIVED,

WATERBURY & RISING

34 King and 212 Union Sts.

WALTHAM WATCHES.

HE subsecriber belngr authorized

A%eut of the WALTHAM WATCH €0. in
this City, can sell ALL GRADES AND STYLES.
at the lowest possible prices.

CLOCKS, WATCHES,JEWELRY,

Etc., Etw.

all ot the BEST MAKERS. For sale at as low
prices as at any establishment in the City.

New Goods Received Monthly.

New Hair Restorative always in Stock
juu D. O. L. WARLOCK,

ST. JOHN BUILDING SOCIETY,

ODD FELLOWS’' HALL.

the onl

Incorporated 18l

- DIRECTORS :

HON..C. N. SKINNER,Judge Probates,President

JAMES CHRISTIE, ESQ., M..D....Vice-President

ALEXANDER DUFF, E8Q....Managing Director
GILBERT MURDOCH, EsqQ., C. E.
WILLIAM CHRISTIE, ESQ., M. D,
DAVID A. SINCLAIR, EsQ., M. E.

Office: Odd Fellows' Building,Union St.!
ST. JOHN, N. B,

Money loaned on Freehoid and Leasehold

Securities, at reasonable rates.
hMort ages, City and Water Debentures pur-
chased.

Money received en deposit at five per cent-
um })er annum. Interest paid or compounded
half-yearly.

Debentures issued with Coupons, from one
to five years. Interest five per centum per
annum, payable half yearl&

Debentures issued with Coupons, from five
to ten years. Interest six per centum per
annum, payable half-yearly.

FOR SALE: Capital Stock, and four years
Stock, dividends on eazh Fayable half-yearly.
Dividends paid on Capital Stoek for half-year
ending Dec. 31, 1881, was four per cent., on
four-year Stock three per cent.

TH(?MAS REED,
apli9 tf Secretary-Treasurer.

U7 Barrington St. |()]

MAHON BROS.

ARE NOW SHOWIMG

New Spring Goods,

Replenished weekly during the season.

The Largest Retail Dry Goods
I ouse in the City.

"t Paurs cnuren, | Halifax, N.S.

Most Popular

—OF ALL—

SEWING MACHINES

--I8 THE —

LIGHT RUNNING

NEW AN

Rapidly taking the place of all
other Machines wherever
introduced.

200,000 Sold Yearf).

Has more points of excellence
than all other Machines
' combined,

LIBERAL INDUGEMENTS TO DEALERS
NEW HOME

Sewing Machine Co.,
30 UNION SQUARE_,_- - NEW YORK.

WILLIAM CRAWEFORD,

No. 36 Charlotte Street,
SECOND DOOR FROM
Breeze’s Corner, -« ST. JOEN.N.B
9-9-82

6 a week at home. $5.00 outfit free. Pay
absolutely sure. No risk. Capitalnot
required. WReader, ¥ you want business at
which persons of either sex. young or old, can
make great pay all the time they work, with

absolute certa nt.l!, write for particulars to H.
HALLETT & CO,, Portland, Maine.




