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FIFTY CENTS 
To the End of the Year. 

For the sake of introducing the 
Visitor to many homes where it has 
not gone in the past, we propose to 

send it till January, 1885, for 50 
cents, Please send your names early, 

with cash, and get the full benefit of 
the offer. 
To all boys and girls sending us 

clubs of ten for the Visitor at this 
reduced rate, with the cash, we will 

send a gold dollar. 
We want a thousand new siib- 

scribers, and are prepared to treat 

liberally with persons wishing te 

canvass. Address, 

J. E. Hopper, St. John. 

The Christian Visitor, 
Religious Family Newspaper, Pub- 

lished every WEDNESDAY, at 99 Ger. 

main Street, St. John, N. B. 

Price $2.00 per Tear, in Advance. 

EDITORS: 

Rev. J. E. HOPPER, - 
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St. John, N. B. 
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NOTICE. 

To Correspondents, Subscribers and Others. 
Items of Religious Intelligence are solicited 

from all parts of the world; also, ccmmunica- 
tions upon other subjects of interest, yp 

educational, social, and industrial topies. 
Corres bondents should write upon only one 
side of the paper, and make their letters as 
brief as the facts and circumstances will per- 
mit. Asa rule, all matter, to ensure being 
published the week of issue, should reach us 
not later than Monday noon. 
When you desire to discontinue taking the 

VISITOR it is necessary to pay all arrearages 
if any, and notify us by letter or post card. It 
is not enough to send back the paper marked 
refused, as in most instances we have no 
means of finding out the address without 
much searching. 

The VISITOR is unsurpassed as an advertis- 
ing medium in the Maritime Provinces. 

TERMS FOR ADVERTISERS: 

Per line, first insertion, 12cts. 
oe “ each subsequent insertion, 8 

Advertising card per year, $12.00 
Two inches space « ~¢ 20.00 
On matters pertaining to the advertising pat- 
ronage of the VISITOR, address, WEEKS & 
POWERS, 99 Germain Street, St. John, N. B., 
with whom special contracts for large Ad- 
vertisments will be made. On all other mat- 
ters, subscriptions, correspondence, &o., ad- 
dress, J. E, HOPPER, Proprietor. 
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FAMILY PRAYER. 

Dr. Hoge, of Richmond, Virginia, 

at the recent meeting of the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance, at Copenhagan, read a 
paper on family religion, which is 
highly commended. He gave his own 

experience to illustrate his theme. 
When he was but a boy his father 
died. After the funeral his mother 
gathered the children about her, read 

from the word of God and then kneel- 
ed in prayer. She breathed out a 
prayer to God in a mellow tremulous 
voice. Bereaved and heart sore, she 

commended her children to the God 
of the fatherless and the widow. Lit- 
tle did she dream then that this pray- 
er would be referred to by one of her 

little ones in a World’s Convention 
of Christians on another Continent. 
Mothers and fathers who labour for 
their children, may be sure of God’s 
blessing. Family prayer will, if offer- 
ed in faith, bring with it a train of 
blessings. Mothers will be remember- 
ed with such strong affection, that in 
the latest years their influence will be 

felt by their offspring. How tender 
the following lines from Cowper when 
looking at the picture of his mother 

O that these lips had language! life has passed 
But roughly since I1saw thee last. 

Then he refers to beth his parents 

with profound respect in these lines: 

My boast is not that I derive my birth 
From loins enthroned or rulers of the earth; 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise, 

The child of parents passed into the skies. 

Burns, too,saw the beanty of family 

worship, and expressed it in one of 
his poems: 

Then kneeling down to Heaven’s eternal 

King, 
The saint, the father, and the husband prays. 
Hope springs exulting on triumphant wing, 

That thus they all shall meet in future days; 

Together singing their Creator’s praise 

In such society and yet more clear, 

While circling time moves round in an eternal 

sphere. 

Are family religion and worship as 
well kept up in these Provinces now 
as in the days of the Crandalls, Dim. 
ocks aud Hardings? The age. has 
been greatly quickened. Haste and 
pusi: are in everything now. But 
family prayer is no less important 
than in the leisure of fifty years ago: 

Baptist churches will not prosper if 
made up of households in which there 

is no family prayer. The closet, the 
domestic circle and the prayer meet- 

ing are all necessary. It is to be fear- 
ed that in this driving age some are 
yielding to the temptation to abandon 

the reading of God's Word and the 
offering up of prayer night and morn- 

ing with their houreholds. If so, they 
will be but dull church members. Re- 

ligion, not exercised and enjoyed at 
home, may be doubted when it ap- 
pears in public. No family can afford 
to omit the worship of God. 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 

Viewed in a superficial way, mem- 
bership in a christian church seems 
in its’essentials analogous to mem- 
bership in any one of the many ex- 
isting secular societies. At first a 
number of persons mutually agree to 
form a church, and are accordingly 
organized. Officers are chosen and 
necessary arrangements for practical 
work are made. By and by applica- 
tions are made for membership. The 
case is considered. The church de- 
liberates, and a decision is reached. 
The rites and ceremonies are observed 
and the applicants become members. 
This is the surface view of the case. 
Outwardly it appears that a number 
of persons have adopted a belief, and 
a practical course for organized life, 
and require all who join with them 
to comply with the conditions un- 
der which the church exists. But a 
radical examination of the subject 
brings to light essential differences 
between church organization and 
membership, and the organization 
and membership of any other soci- 
ety. Christ has laid down the con- 
ditions on which persons may be ad- 
mitted to a church. In accepting 
members the charch carries out the 
will of the Lord ; it acts for its Head 

and is governed by his instructions. 
The constitution and rules of order 
cannot be altered or amended, al- 

though a unanimous vote could be 
obtained to do this. So soon as the 
constitution is changed, then it is no 

longer a church. From being a 
body of divine origin, it becomes one 
of human authorship. 

EXPELLED ; EXCLUDED ; FELLOWSHIP 
WITHDRAWN OR THE RIGHT HAND 
OF FELLOWSHIP WITHDRAWN ; 
DROPPED? WHICH ? 

There is not a little discussion 
about the matter of a church separat- 
ing from its members for good and 
sufficient causes. Every expression 
found at the head of this article has 
been used to denominate the fact of 
a member’s expulsion from the body. 
Sometimes the vote is expressed by 
one term, sometimes by another. Is 

not each one good in its place ? Sup- 
pose it turns out that a man has ob- 
tained membership in a christian 
church for base worldly ends. This 

at length becomes known to the 
brotherhood. He continues to fre- 
quent the meetings of the church 
greatly to the disturbance of the 
brethren. By and by he is tried for 
his offence. It is clearly proved 
against him, He is literally in the 
church. After a recital of the case 
it is resolved that the brother be ex- 
pelled. That is just the word to ex- 
press the fact and the sentiment of 
the brotherhood. 
Another case occurs. It is not so 

bad as the first. The brother’s sin- 
cerity in uniting with the church 
cannot be doubted ; but he has fallen 

into sin, continues in it, and frequents 

the house of the Lord. This is 
scandalous. He is duly tried. It is 

then moved that he be excluded. 
This meets the case and expresses 
the feelings of the brotherhood. 
There isa third case. The brother 

has withdrawn from the meetings 
and fellowship of the church; but has 
not fallen into any open or scandalous 
sins. His case is carefully examined 

by the church, directed by the Word 
of God, and after a clear statement 

of the grounds of action, a resolution 
is taken withdrawing fellowship from 
the erring brother. In each case the 

reasons why action is taken are set 
forth and recorded. 
case, the language expresses the fact. 

It would not be s0 appropriate to use 
the word expel or exclude, for the 

member has already gone from the 

church. 

Then comes in the case of dropping 

In the last 

names! May not this even be al- 
lowed in some circumstances? A 
member has gone away from home. 
His residence is not known. Indeed 
it is not knewn that he is alive. It 
would not do to expel or exclude 
him, nor to withdraw fellowship 
from him; for while this was being 
done, he might be safe in the house 
not made with hands. What is 
dropped can be picked up again, 
if the opportunity occurs. If the 
member comes to light and returns 
to his church, by vote, the dropped 
name can be put again on the re- 
cord. 

THREE VIEWS OF JOSEPH'S TRIALS. 

Poverty, riches, honor and dishon- 
or each have their peculiar tempta- 
tions. Transition from one extreme 
to another gives additional force to 
the agencies that test the virtues of 
the soul. Is thy servant a dog, said 
one, when told what he would do 
when raised’ to high rank and great 
power. In his humble sphere he 
thought the deeds named worthy of 
a dog, but when he became a mon- 
arch, he regarded the same acts as 
worthy of a king. Agur saw the 
danger of the high and the low places; 
and he prayed not to be numbered 
with either the rich nor the poor. 
Joseph was cast down from a sun- 

ny height in patriarchal life into 
Egyptian slavery. Here his virtues 
were tested, as they never could have 
been in his father’s house. From 
being a favorite son in the home of a 
father, elected of God to bless the 
world, he found himself a slave in a 
heathen land. 

Will he now preserve the integ- 
rity and pursue the course of an up- 
right and independent man? He is 
a bond-slave! Will he sink down 
into the social and moral eondition of 
the class of which he has been invol- 
untarily made a member? Can he 
resist the temptations peculiar to his 
lot? His personal liberty had been 
sold by his brothers for a price. Will 
he barter his character for another 
price? Has Egypt enough to pur 
chase the virtuous character 
brought by Joseph from Canaan? 
He had withstood the temptations of 
early life in his father’s family ; will 
ke resist the temptations of his new 
sphere of servile toil? A virtuous 
life cost him the sacrifice of home, 
country and freedom ! What induce- 
ments now remain to continue in that 
course? He might have said as 

others said at a later day, It is vain 
to serve God! Slavery seemed a poor 
recompense for an humble, honest 
life. Will the integrity that with- 
stood the trials of life at home, be 
sufficient for the seductions of Egypt? 
Yes. A man is superior to his sta- 
tion and surroundings. Obediah re- 
mained in God’s service even while 
in Ahab’s employment. Daniel and 
his associates held on their way as 
faithful servants of the Most High 
God in the face of the illurements of 
Babylon and the terrible threats of 
the capricious King. Joseph's man- 
hood was impervious to the contin- 
ued attacks ef evil in his new sphere. 
The power of his life was felt by 

all who came in contact with him. 
His worth was appreciated even in 

corrupt Egypt. It opened the way 

to his owner’s favor. Manheod and 
virtue always command respect even 
from those who are strangers to 
them. Potipher saw the excellen- 
cies of his young Hebrew slave. It 
may have been unaccountable to the 
master why this youth, whom he had 
purchased of trading Ishmaelites, had 
conquered the prejudice of race and 
station; and had so completely es- 
tablished himself in his confidence as 
to lead him to commit to the beardless 
slave all the affairs of his household 
and the conduet of his business. 
The life of a young man who walks 

with God will be pewerfully felt in 
any station in life. There is within 
man’s reach a secret by which the 
disadvantages of the extremest ad- 
versity can be overcome. It will 
give an irresistible power to which 
mere worldly wisdom and greatness 
have always been compelled to do 
homage. Earthly bondage does not 
necessarily enslave the soul. ‘There 
are fetters and manacles for the body. 
but none for the spirit—the soul set 
free by the Son of God. The Great 
Liberator was with Joseph in Egypt 
as well as with Saul near the gates of 

Damascus. He has fought the bat- 
tles of freedom from Eden to Geth- 
semane ; and from Gethsemane till 

now. If Enoch withstood the cor- 
rupting influences that conquered 
the world in his day, he stood in the 
strength of that freedom given by 
the Son, and of whom John says, 
“Whom the Son makes free, they are 
free indeed.” Noah held on his course, 
a preacher of righteousness, and the 
only living illustration of what he 
taught to his corrupt generation. It 
was through the unconquerable power 
of the liberty through which the pre- 
existent Christ had made him free, 
that he was enabled to do it. When 
a man allies himself with G.d, he 
can stand as Noah did; leave his 
country and kindred as Abraham did; 
or rise to greatness as Joseph did in 
the land of Egypt. It was in vain 
that lust opened the door, and beck- 
oned him on to illicit intimacy with 
the rich and noble. Although the 
rejection of intercourse, proffered by 
one of exalted rank to one in a ser- 
vile condition, requires more than 
ordinary power of resistance, yet 
Joseph by the grace of God was equal 
to the emergency. The wrong te 
his master, who had entrusted all to 
him, and the sin against God, under 
whose Omniscient eye he lived, not 
only in the home of his youth, but in 
the house of Potipher, his master, 
were ever before him, when the wily 
temptress exhausted by repeated ef- 
forts all her power to destroy the 
virtue of her young slave. Charac- 
ter to the young Jew was more tkan 
rank, and place and freedom in Egypt. 
Joseph was conscious of the Divine 
Presence, protection and guidance. 
By faith he looked for a change in 
his earthly fortunes. He expected 
the fulfilment of his inspired dreams. 
The carnal mind might reason to the 
effect that he would not be disgraced 
in the eyes of man, because he was a 
slave, and that no disgrace would 
fall upon his father’s house, for he 
was to them as one dead, and all 

things might combine to blind his 
eyes and captivate his heart; but 
they all failed. 
God had permitted Joseph to be 

sold into Egypt, but he had not for- 
saken him. Joseph was persuaded 
that he had through the providence 
of God secured the favor of his mas- 
ter. Although in bondage, yet his 
place and duties were such as to en- 
gage the qualities of a free and hon- 
est man. In his present blessings he 
saw a pledge of future mercies, pro- 

vided he remained faithful and up- 
right. He served two masters—one 
in Egypt, and one in heaven. The 
heart of his earthly master was in the 
hands of his heavenly Master. Faith- 
fulness to the one, was faithfulness to 

the other; and unfaithfulness to the 
one, was unfaithfulness to the other. 
He saw that the tempta- 
tion with which he was repeatedly 
beset would lead him to do a great 

wrong against the husband of the en- 
chantress and to commit a great sin 
against God. If he yielded, how 
could he expect the favor of either? 
Hitherto he had trusted all to God. 
How could he now turn his back up- 
on his Maker and commit his ways 
to the power of the evil one? These 
oonflicting considerations struggled 
for the mastery in the mind of this 
young man. It was a crucial test in 
his life. He could not forsake the 
path of rectitude without a severe 
moral conflict. It is difficult to leave 
the way of vice for the ways of virtue. 
Neither is it easy to break away from 
the restraints of virtue and yield to 
the seductions of vice and folly. 
Joseph has been tried in prosperity 
and in adversity. The two extremes 
met in Potipher'’s employment and 
put their combined weight upon his 
character ; but it endured the heavy 
strain. 

Joseph may have dwelt upon an- 
other view of his case im the dark 

hour of his adversity. No man’s 
life is outside of the circle of God’s 

purposes. Joseph was a central 
figure in the divine plan. Part of it 

was unfolded ; but much more re- 

mained to be revealed. Its dark side 

had been turned to the world. He 

knew that his ancestors had been 

elected by God for a purpose that 
was world-wide in its intentions. He 

was not without intimations that in 

its unfolding he would act an impor- 
tant part if he should remain faithful. 

It therefore became him to be careful 
how he walked in the sight of the 
Lord. Before his mind God’s plan 
may have hung like a luminous cloud. 
Upon his spirit there may have rested 
a heavy sense of responsibility re- 
spectting the welfare of the chosen 
tribe and of the world. A deep but 
vague consciousness may have been 
felt that the calamity, now upen him, 
was an important part of God's de- 
sign of mercy to man. 

In reading this part of the life of 
Joseph, questions unbidden arise in 
the mind. How would God's people 
have found their way to Egypt, had 
Joseph fallen? How would the 
famine have been met ? What would 
have been the life and end of Joseph 
had he yielded to the seductions of 
cultured lust? With the Infinite 
God there must be an infinite number 
of ways to overake his plans. He 

will carry into effect the designs of 
his grace and mercy whether men are 
true or false, whether they stand or 
fall. 

EVIL AS GOOD. 

Not persons alone, but abstract 
facts as well, sometimes take to them- 

selves garments not their own. When 
Satan tempted the Redeemer of the 
world it was impossible for him to 
conceal his real person; but he cov- 
ered his wicked design with a holy 
garment. “Cast thyself down from 
hence,” said the tempter, “for he will 
give his angels charge concerning 
thee, lest at any time thou dash thy 
foot against a stone.” Here the words 

of God are employed to conceal the 
designs of Satan when about to make 
an effort to ensnare the Son of God. 
Not long since a certain medicine 

was commended to the public in 
phraseology borrowed trom the sac- 
red Psalms. This prostitution of 
Scripture language was unblushingly 
made for the transparent end of earth. 
ly gain. 

The same principle was adopted in 
New York not long since, by a man 
who attempted to dramatize publicly 
the crucifiction scenes of God’s Son. 
A writer in the Christian Messenger 
refers to illicit prizes offered through 
the Canadian Post Office, and so 

skilfully managed that the law break- 
ers go free. For some time past 
there have appeared in some of the 
newspapers of the Dominion large 
offers of money for simply finding 
certain Scriptural texts, the work of a 
few minutes only by any one with a 
Concordance in hand. Here again 
God’s Word is laid under tribute for 
the sake of earthly gain. 
Bus this is not all. It will be seen 

on reflection that this lottery busi- 
ness, sought to be dignified and just- 
ified by searching for passages in the 
Bible, is, in its real nature nothing 
less than gambling. By disguising 
business, destructive of the morality 
of commerce, and hence of society, 
in the sacred dress of Scripture, it is 
sought to make money ostensibly 
under the sanction of revealed truth. 
Nothing can be more harmful to 
habits of industry and honesty than 
these schemers to get gain by chance. 
Let the principle involved in this be 
generally adopted, and gambling 
would take the place of lawful trade, 
industry would give place te dishon- 
est scheming, and respect for the 
rights of others would vanieh from 
the public mind, and conscience and 
the foundations of character and 
manhood would be swept away. 
No discerniag person need be 
caught with the offer of a gold 
watch, a piano, or any other 
valuable article for a dollar, 
It is an insult to industry and honest 
manhood. Who wants to teach the 
children of to.day that this is the 
way to get gain? If boys see that 
the obtaining eof property in this 
manner is commended, what is to 
keep them from the gambling table ? 
What, they might inquire, is the 
difference between getting money in 
a game of chance where the Scriptures 
are not used, and a game of chance 
where the Scriptures are used ? It 
would be a very easy matter to in- 
troduce God’s word into any scene 
of gambling, but this, instead of mak- 
ing gambling right, would add to its 
wickedness, the shocking prostitution 
of the Holy Seriptures. 
We can easily imagine that persons 

in this feverish age for money getting, 

may have, without thought, entered 
into these lottery schemes; but on 
reflection they will not be slow to 
condemn it, and for. the future give 
their influence to banish it from 
society. 

[— 

THE COLOR QUESTION IN THE HALIFAX 
SCHOOLS. 
ee 

There has been trouble in the 
public schools in Halifax on the sub- 
ject of mixing children of the Afri. 
can race with those of white skins. 
In the starting of the Free Common 
School system in Nova Scotia, ar- 
rangements were made with the con- 
sent of the colored people or a party 
of them for a separate school. This 
plan has been carried out ; but as the 
colored children are living in different 
parts of the city it is not convenient 
for all of them to attend their sepa. 
rate schools, hence the application to 
enter the white schools. Then as 
these colored schools are of a low 
grade, there are a few colored child- 
ren who want superior advantages. 
This they have sought in the white 
schools. It was in a case of this kind 
that the collision came. A very re. 
spectable colored girl presented her- 
self at the High School. She was 
put into the department taught by 
Miss MacIntosh. Parents, as it is 
said, were encouraged to keep their 
daughters at home. This they did, 
and left the teacher, her colored pupil 
and a few more scholars in the de- 
partment. Then the parents petition- 
ed the Board of Commissioners to 
have the colored girl removed. The 
Commissioners will not yield. A dozen 
teachers of color are needed to sup- 
ply the colored children in Nova 
Scotia. How are they to become 
qualified, if all parents take the stand 
that some parents in Halifax have 
done? Religion ought to control 
this race prejudice. It is as unreason- 
able as it is unchristian. 

CURRENT EVENTS. 

The cholera still rages in Italy. 
Naples is especially afflicted. The 
sanitary state of the Italian towns is 
represented to be in a very bad con- 
dition. Superstition and filth have 
made it possible for the cholera to 
do its worst among the people. Here, 
if anywhere, should be found the full 
blessings of. Roman Catholicism. It 
has had undivided control for cen- 
turies; but the physical and mental 
condition of the people is worthy of 
heathendom. In one instance they 
heard the Virgin had descended to 
bless them. They rushed to the 
church, found the doors shut, but 
tried to break through them. Sol. 
diers were called to prevent trouble. 
They have paraded the streets in 
processions,trying, by foolish devices, 
to banish the scourge. Doctors 
have been obliged to flee before 
mobs, incensed on account of some 
delusions of popular fancy. The 
worst state of things has prevailed. 
The King, however, has made him- 
self popular by going into the hos- 
pitals and visiting the patients. 

General Gordon has been heard 
from. He holds his own at Khar- 
toum. The rebels have been obliged 
to raise the seige of the city. Lord 
Wolseley will, it is thought, have 
but little use for a large - the 
Soudan. 
A change has been made in the 

Egyptian policy. The English Gov. 
ernment has decided that the expen- 
ses of the Government shall be met 
first. The bond-holders will come 
in for their claims afterwards. Brit. 
ain will lend Egypt eight millions 
sterling. This has stirred up the 
displeasure of France. If. means 
more control in Egypt by Britain. 
France has not yet seen the end of 

her troubles in China. Roman 
Catholic Missionaries have been kill- 
ed on account of the war. 
The Boers in South Africa are 

again making trouble. The English 
Colony is raging with indignation. 
The Queen is to be petitioned on the 
subject. 
The campaign in the United States 

goes on and increases in heat. The 
characters of the two candidates— 
Cleveland and Blaine—are thorough- 
ly discussed in the papers. Their 
private lives have been searched for 
material. Mr. Blaine has appeared 
in print to clear himself,


