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In School Days.

BY JOIIN G. WHITTIER,

Still sits the school house by the road
A ragged beggar scanning,

Around it still the summachs grow,
And blackberry vines are running.

Within, the master's desk is seen,
Deep scarred by raps official,

The warping floor, the battered seats,
The jack-knife's carved initial.

Long years ago a winter’s sun
Shone over it at setting,

Lit up its western window-panes
And low eaves’ icy fretting.

It touched the tangled, golden curls,

And brown eyes full of grieving,
Of one who still her steps delayed,
When all the school was leaving.

For near her stood the little boy
Her childish favor singled;
His cap pulled low upon a face
Where pride and shame were mingled.

Pushing with restless feet the snow
To right and left, he lingered ;
As restlessly her tiny hands
The blue-check apron fingered.

He saw her lift her eyes; he felt
The soft hand’s light caressing

And heard the trembling of her voice;
As if a fault confessing.

“I’m sorry that I spelt the word ;
I hate to go above you,

Because,”” the brown eyes lower fell,
‘““‘Because, you see, I love you !”’

Still memory to a gray-haired man
That sweet child face is showing;

Dear girl! the grasses on her grave
Have forty years been growing.

He lives to learn in life’s hard school
How few who pass above him

Lament their triumph and his loss,
Like her, because they love him.

For the Visitor.
C. E. K. on Convention Matters.

In the last issue of the Visrror, I
see an article by C. E. K., of Dor-
chester, on Convention matters. It
seems that he has been frightened by
a recent “communication” from the
Finance Committee of N. B. for the
Convention Funds.” He says: “I
have been trying to reason out why
it is that the Baptists of N. B. have
fallen so far below the mark in their
contributions to the objects placed be-
fore them by the Convention.”

Now, after having taken a dose of
Blackstone, he concludes that the
“with-holding of such contributions”
to be “a declaration of want of confi-
derce” and “sympathy.” I think he
should have said, “a declaration” of
penuriousness and want of interest.
It is an undeniable fact that there are
some churches in N. B. whose finan-
cial interests extend no further than
their own bounds. They give to no
object outside of their own limits:
and it is sometimes the case that such
churches do the most grumbling, and
find the most fanlt, or at least some
individuals in them. To my mind
this conduct “is neither scriptural nor
baptistic.” The Scripture says “Be
of the same mind one toward another.”
(Rom. 12:16.) Why? Because “Ye
are labourers together with Christ:
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are
God’s building.” (1 Cor. 3: 9.) This
should be said most emphatically
with reference to Baptists. But we
are sorry that it is the case: some
of our churches are not “labouring
together,” in a financial point of view
that the “objects” of the Convention
may be carried out and developed.
They are acting Meroz-like, because
they do not “come up to the help of
Jehovah;” hence these startling “com-

munications” from the “Finance
Committees.” I hope that the curse
of Meroz may be averted, however ;
there is a *“‘with-holding that tends to
poverty” and some already are noth-
ing else but spiritual skeletons, and
yet singing,

“My willing soul would stay

In such a frame as this,

And it and sing herself away

To everlasting bliss,”

Why, they say, What a glorious
thing the gospel is! and yet will not
give a dollar to send it beyond their
own pulpits. They sing, speak and
pray, they listen to the preaching of
the Word and go to their homes re-
freshed and comforted — spiritual
gormandizers. Get all, keep all, and
give nothing. Mark it, wherever
you fnd a church or an individual
who does or gives nothing save to
support their own interests, seldom
has confidence in any benevolent sys-
ten or echeme for the spread of truth
beyond themselves. In this is the
canse, and not the constitution of the
Convention which was adopted in
1870.

Had C.E. K., of Dorchester, stud-

ied the 2nd and 4th sections of the

constitution, he would have seen that
no church or individual member was

admitted into the Convention through

“fear, favor, or aftection;” that no
“man nor body” was “allowed to pur-
chase a place” for the sake merely of
having a place there: dut for the sus-
taining and cariying forward the
objects of the Convention; and all
have this privilege, that is, of the
churches of the seven Associations.
For his information let me add,
“That all ordained ministers connect-
ed with the churches” mentioned in
section 2 of the constitution are mem-
bers of the Convention, that is con"
tributing churches as I understood it.
The same with the Prevident and
Faculty of Acadia College (section
6th.) Again as in section 4th, “Any
member of these churches who shall
have contributed towards the objects
of the Conventien fifty dollars at one
time, previous to the 27th of August,
1879—or one hundred dollars at one
time, after that date, shall be a life-
member of the Convention,” whether
a white man or as a black one, poor
or rich. Now he regards all this as
“a species of Simony”-—the buyimg or
selling of church preferment—
“Simony.” Is this the mark of the
beast in the Convention of the Pro-
vinces ? Is there anything like it in
the constitution ? I fail to see it, but
I do see and know that there are
churches and individuals who do not
belong to the Convention by ehurch
membership for the simple reason
that a spiritual simoon, not simony,
has swept over the field of their deep-
er nature and has desolated the noble
grace of giving in their hearts, se that
there is nothing left but a detestable
selfishness. Had our brother dug a
little deeper he would have seen this,
and so would have been saved the
irksome task of mending the wrong
wheel.

Come, Bro. “K,” let us look this
matter fair in the face. Has the Con-
vention a conmstitution ‘hat admits
only the gold-ringed and goodly ap-
pareled man to seats “and shuts out
poor men in common clothes ?” If so,
you must have the honour of detect-
ing what the whole Convention is
blind to. But how is it that there
are 8o many members of our churches
who have “gold rings,” not only on
their fingers but elsewhere, “goodly
apparel too” are not in the Conyen-
tion. Less than Blackstone’s com-
mentaries are required to assist any
one in solving the question.

I am not prepared to say on what
principle “C. E. K.” would have the
Convention constructed: it may be on
a similar principle with the “Aopo” of
the Backwains of Africa—a very long
trap into which they drive their game
in great numbers, such as buffaloes
zebras, giraffes, tressebes, ramas, or
haste beasts, kokongs, or gnus, pal-
lahs, rhinoceroses, etc., all at once.
Bat I am not inclined to believe that
such a trap would be generally ac-
cepted.

I am right glad to hnow that our
friend in Dorchester is a reader of the
New Testament, and so has discover-
ed what is right and what is not right.
Splendid old book for Baptists, I
would too ask him, if he ever read the
following passages? “But this I say,
He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly, and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully,
Every man according as he prosper-
eth in his heart so let him give not
grudgingly or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerful giver.”

Then let all our churches consider
and practice this part of New Testa-
ment teaching towards the objects of
the Convention, and startling com-
munications fromFinanceCommittees
will cease and our brother will be a
member of the Convention with the
“Ministers” and “Faculty of Acadia
College,” and no longer occupy or
“git in the seat of the scornful.”

T. M. M.

Salisbury, August 11th, 1884,

For the Visitor.
The Wor': at St. George, N. B,

We have had the privilege several
times during the suwumer of visifing
the baptismal waters.  Yesterday
we spent most of the time at Mascar-
ene. In the afternoon we met the
people on the shore of the beautiful

Bay of St. Andrews, when like Paul
and Silas on the river bank, we found
a place of prayer. We spake unto
the people, and afterwards led down
into the crystal water a dear old lady
86 years of age, and baptized her.
“Coming up out of the waters’’ she
gave expression to the feelings of her
heart in the following words, “My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my
spirit doth rejoice in God my
Saviour.” “Now lettest thou thy
servant depart O Lord, according to
thy word in peace.” “Like Simeon
of old let me die with Jesus in my
arms.,”

As Lydia constrained the servants
of God after her baptism “to come
inte her house,” she would have us
sup with her. After tea we left her
singing “Oh how bhappy are they
whom their Saviour obey” We could
not help thinking, bow many there
are, who, if they had the moral conr-
age of this old lady to break away
from the delusion into which they
have been led concerning this matter
of baptism, might like her, “rejoice in
the Lord.”

The Baptist Church at Mascarene,
though small in number, is composed
of men and women who “have a mind
to work.”

The Sabbath-school re-organized by
Brother Archibald just before leaving
for India, has since been kept up the
year round.

Just now some necessary repairs
are about being made on the church
edifice. For this purpose the ladies
had held a tea and fancy rale, realiz-
ing the sum of $80.

M. P. K.

Te the Editors of the Visitor:—

Not having seen as many letters in
the columns of the Visrror as the
importance and requirements of
Manitoba and the North West de-
mand, I take the liberty of penning
a few theughts. If they, or any ex-
tracts from them, should be consider-
ed worthy of a place in your paper,
you may call it an open letter. What
to say, and what not to say, ‘“there’s
the rub.” If I must first introduce
myself to your readers I am most
happy to make my bow, and maden
effort.”

On the first of July, 1880, I was
ordained by the President of the
Bible Christian Conference of Canada,
and appointed B. C. Missionary to
Manitoba and the North West. Of
the now sainted lady who presented
me with a copy of the lile of A. Jud
son; the influence of that volumn on
my life; of Judson’s fear, viz.:—*I am
afraid that the Baptists are right,”
becoming, ever and anon my own
fear ; the final struggle, baptism, etc.;
neither time nor space will permit me
now to speak.

Three years and seven months have
been spent in this Province. My
fields of labor have been Alexandria
and Calf Mountain, Rock Lake,
Stonewall and Langvale, in order of
time. Six months I have spent at
McMaster Hall, Toronto, to which
place I hope to return this fall if
funds permit.

New just a few thoughts in refer-
ence to my present field. I am the
only Baptist Missionary in a district
of eighty miles square. Six thousand
and four hundred square miles with-
out a Baptist pastor! Only one stu-
dent to supply 6,400 square miles in
the summer season! No preaching
for the other seven months in the
year, Only one church organized,
and they are without a pastor. Not
one Baptist Chapel in an area of
6,400 miles, and that in the Dominion
of Canada! This is one of the finest
parts of the Province. Think of its
vastness, importance, and wants.
Muse until the fire burns, hearts are
enlarged, purse-strings loosed; and
both men and money are ready to
meet the requirements of this vast
field. It already contains one city,
(Brandon). It has one line of rail-
ways, (the C. P. R.) with towns and
villages through which it runs. An-
other line, (the South Western,) is to
be built within a year. Here are
more than 4,096,000 acres of land,
which at the low price of $10 per
acre, will soon be worth above %40,
960,000. Town property, farm im-
provements, stock, ete., etc., will then
amount to $40,960,000 more, making
a net total of upwards $81,920,000.

These are round figures. I think

certainly not too large, but they give
us an idea of the importance of the
field. If you, Mr. Editor, should pay
us a visit, and request to be shown
around our field, we would réquire to
travel at the rate of forty miles per
day for eight days to measure the
outgide of it. This territory contains
170 townships. Our public schools
are increasing in number very rapid-
ly. Schools are being opened almost
every week. With only two school-
houses in each towmship we would
have 340 public schools. Baptist
families are living here from England,
Scotland, the Maritime Provinces,
Quebec and Ontario, but as figures
are dry reading matter, and facts are
stubborn things, I must drop my pen
for this time. Yours truly,
8. J. CunNINGs.
Langvale, July 24th, 1884,

Church and Prayer Meetings.

BY C. H, SPURGEON,

Those church meetings held at
some chapels must be a blessed means
of deviltry, from all I hear of them.
Brethren meet together for the pur-
pose of discussing something or “ous-
sing” somebody. I have heard of
such things done at church meetings
that I have said, “Well, if there be
any Scriptare for such meetings, I
have failed to read the Scriptures at
all.” I should not like to have a
church meeting that 1 would not like
a child or a man to see. Years ago
could God have increased the Baptist
denomination ? ~ Ouar dear friends
were as good as gold in a great many
points, much better than we are ; but
they seemed so intolerant as to live
in armour, and to be always on the
guard. If they found a site for a
chapel it was down a court by a pub-
lic-house. They would take adelight
to sing, “Lord, what a wretched land
this is,” and the tune was that which
Job sang. It was dreadfully good,
and it was awfully heavenly; and
people did not care to go and hear it.
If they %ad gone they would scarcely
have been welcomed; for if the chapel
got full they used te think they must
be going wrong. “Narrow is the way,
and few there be that find it.” They
interpreted that to mean that few
will come to hear the Gespel, con-
trary to the fact of our Saviour's life,
when He preached to multitudes.
Now, however, we are together.
Thank God we are together, and
have learned a great many things by
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and
are ready to receive God’s little chil-
dren, and shall be ready to welcome
these children and stand on alevel
with them in the doctrines of the
Gospel. So far as I know and believe
we are as an association, thoroughly
knit together in love. We have our
discussions still, and I can assure you
from experience they are wonderfully
profitable, and lead to the most re-
markable and practical results; that
is, if yon give them time they do so.
I have no doubt they will, and all our
discussions are carried on in good
temper, though we differ a little, for
it is not to be expected that we should
all be of one mind, made exactly to
think and see the same thing. Be-
ing, however, now together I hope we
shall realize the blessing of brotherly
love, for there the Lord commanded
the blessing, even life for evermore.
I do trust our friends are rousing up
to the value of prayer. I am afraid
there are some churches that have
very scanty prayer-meetings. How I
recollect them when as a little boy
my grandfather used to take me to
one. Brother, did you evergo to the
praper-meeting with grandfather?
(Rev. J. Spurgeon: Yes.) We used
to sing, you know. There were only
five old ladies and grandfather and
us, and there was nobody who could
pitch the tune but grandfather, and
he pitched the same tune whether it
was long metre or short metre. It
was principally made up of hum-ha’s
—(laughter)—and for the short
metre we took off one or two of these.
After all, the Spirit of God was with
us. It is time our prayer-meetings
now should be much more largely at-
tended. Of course I do not allude to
you people who live in the respect—
able suburbs. You cannot exist un-
less you dined at seven. We could
not expect you, after your great toils
in the city; for what would life be
without the dinner? Of course the

poor carpenter and the bricklayer,
they do not work, and they can and:
usually do come to our prayer-meet-
ings, With city men it is a labour to
count their money, and so difficult to
write their cheques, and see to all
this, that they cannot come out.
Speaking broadly, it seems that the
people who get on in this world do
not seem to get on with regard to the
world to come. I am reminded of
Whitefield’'s announcement: “The
prayers of the congregation are de-
sired for a christian friend in a great
trial, he having suddenly become
rich.” Keep your prayer-meetings
going might and main, and as sure as
we do we shall have blessings, for
God has not said to the seed of Jacob,
“Seek ye my face in vain.” God bless
you my friends, every one.

Workers and Drones.

BY C., H. SPURGEON.

The great principle brought out of
late, and which should be maintained
amongst us if we would largely in-
crease, is that of the whole church
working for the conversion of the out-
side world. It has been sadly too
much thought that the minister, and
perhaps the deacons, and perhaps
some few gifted brethren, might be
made useful. But I believe that every
christian man and woman should seek
to bring others. If you embrace that
view to-night, put it into practice,
and see what you can do yourself to-
wards bringing sinners to the feet of
Christ. I liked that about secret
christians. Our friend said that when
the grace of God entered the heart it
eould not be hid. - I sometimes say to
congregations that I do not know
where there are any secret christians.
Somebody says, “Oh, yes, there are.”
“Well, does anybody here think so?
Do you know anyone now?” *Yes”
“Well, then, he is not a secret chris-
tian if you know him.” It is quite
evident we are getting into a field
where we can have no evidence, and
therefore we had better not speculate,
But surely there are some people who
live entirely within their own ribs,
and it is a very small house for the
soul to oceupy. They are laying by
a good store for the time to come, but
not for anybody else. It will go bad
like the manna, which bred worms.
I am sure it will. It will be no good
to you. We must be depleting our-
selves if we would be full. Theriver
must run, and dves still run. As it
runs out it shall run in; God will take
care of that. But He will not pour
into you if you are going to keep it
all yourself. I believe there aresome
idle members of churches who are
manufactured in part by their own
preachers—the pulpit working upon
the few, and the few upon the pulpit.
I was told by a friend in regard to
some bees that I kept, and when I
did not get any honey, that he was
not surprised after he had examined
the hives, fer they were all drones’
eggs. Some christians are like this.
I bave laid many such eggs, no doubt,
which have hatched drones; but I am
so glad that the bees turned out to be
workers. For a hive goer wrong if
there are too many drones in it,
drones that always want to be fed,
and have nothing te do with gather-.
ing the honey. There are large num-
bers of people who arcso glad if they
are but fed. What is to be done with
them? Well, they are like—I do
not like to say it—Ilike certain animals
I know of; they must be fed, and yet
they never do any work. We always
say of them, “We hope they will cut
up well.” For while they live they
will be of no particular use. Every
member of a church ought to be do-
ing something.

Some years ago a man came to join
with us in church fellowship whose
conversion was owing indirectly to a
Jew. He was going by the Taber-
nacle one Sunday when a crowd was
standing outside. He was on an om-
nibus, and the next peraon to him
was a well-known Jew. ¢“Ah,” he
said, “this bhumbug always does at-
tract people;” and the Jew turned
around and said: “Would nou you
like to see such a crowd as that
round your shop? Ishould. Ihave
ridden by here for these twenty-eight
years, and have always seen that
crowd. And if anybody, when your

shop bad been thus crowded for
twenty-eight years o that people
could mot get in who wanted to do so,
said you did not s&Mf a good article,
what would you say? You would
say these people were about as good
judges as anybody, and if it had not
been a good article they would not
have kept on coming. Iam a Jew,
but am inclined to go and listen be-
cause I see these crowds going to lis-
ten.” The man saidW*I had Leen the
buyer of the wrong thing, and I

’thought the Jew spoke reasonably,

and I said ‘Well, I will go.’” He did
go, looked up aud down the article
and bought it at the price offered,
which was “without money and with-
out price.”— Spurgeon.

Scort’s EMULSION of Pure Cod Liver
Oil, with Hypophosphites, For Throat
Affections . —Dr. F. B. Philpott, Salisbury
Mo., says: “I have used Scott’s Emulsion
in glandular diseases, and Throat Affec-
tions, with uniformally good results. It
is the,?nly preparation of Cod Liver Oil

use.

SANITARIUM, Riverside, Cal. The dry cli
mate cures. Nose, Throat, Lungs, full Ydea.
66p, route, cost free. 47-26t.cow

étandard Books !

Guizot’s History of England, 5 Vols.
Macaulay’s History of England, 5 Vols.
Macaulay's Essays and Poems, 3 Vols.
Kitto’s Bible Commentary, 5 Vols.
Spurgeon’s Sermons, 10 Vols.

The Graves-Ditzler Debate.

Wor]t)h})es of Science, by John Stoughton,

Thell)B.iII;ie Handbook, by Joseph Angus,

The Topology of Seripture, by Dr. Fair-
bairn, D. D., 2 vols.

New Testament Illustrations, by Rev.
Wm. Jones.

Commentary on the Romans, by Chas,

Hoiiﬁe.

Hugh Miller’s Works, 5 Vols.

The Complete Works of Josephus,

Religion of The Protestants, Chilling-
worth, 2 Vols.

Songs of Religion and Life, b ohn
%stuart Bla;gck. b Mo ¥

Memoir of Norman McLeod, D. D.

Cyclop®dia of Poetry, embracing poems
descriptive of the Scenes, Incidents,
Persons and Places of the Bibfle. By
Rev. Elon Foster, D. D.

Elenllengs of Moral Science, by Dr. Way-
and,

And other Standard Works, all of which

will be offered at greatly Reduced

Prices.
Family Bibles from $4.50 to $12.00.

VISITOR BOOK ROOM,
99 Germain Street, St. John N.B.

lieep Gool ! Save Money]

R et
REFRIGERATOR

And Freezer.
Patented September S8th, 1880.

I have prepared a large stock of this popular
REFRIGERATOR for the coming season and
can fill orders promptly. Any size and style
of finish will be made to order for Hotels,
Grocery and Provision Stores, Meat Shops,
Milk Rooms, ete., etc. Regular sizes for fam-
ilg use always on hand. his make of Re-
frigerator has been fully tested during the
&ast four years, and has surpassed our expec-

tions, and proved to be the best ever offered
to the public.

Call and inspect our stock. Testimo
and References sent on aa)plication. nials
A. CLAR

22-31 34 and 36 Dock Street, St. John, N. B.

NEW 00DS

In Gentlemen’s Départment,

27 King Street,

New Long Scarfs, 8ilk Handkerchiefs; Made-
up Scarfs, Pongees, Braces; French Braces,
Rug Straps, Courier Bags, Dressing Gowns,
Gloves, Merino Shirts and Drawers.

IN STOCK :—
ENGLISH ALL LINEN COLLARS in the lates

styles:and the ‘ Deric” (Paper, Turn
Downg. and THES L §’zper.
tanding). CQ RS.

MANCHESTER,
ROBERTSON,
& ALLISON.

THE A. CHRISTIE

W0OD WORKING (0,

(At the Old Stand,)
WATERILOO STRERT.

mar2

Having purchased all the Steck, Tools, Ma-
chinery , &ec., of the late firm of A. Christie &
Co., are now prepared to carry on the manu-
facture of

Doors, Sashes, Blinds,Stair Rails, Posts,
Balusters, and all kinds of

BUILDING MATERIALS.

Planing, Matching, Sawing and Jig Sawing,
Turning, &ec., Base Ball Bats, Indian Clubs,
Cricket Bats and all kinds of Wood Turning,

07~ CALL AND SEE US.

25tf A. CHRISTIE, Manager,



