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HEADS FOR FIGURES. 

FEATS OF MENTAL ARITHMETIC THAT 

PUZZLED THE SCIENTISTS. 

Two Untanght Phenomenons, Igno- 

rant on All Other Subjects, Who 

Could Solve Offhand Difficult Prob- 

Jems In Mathematics. 

Jedediah Buxton, an English farm Ia: 

borer, was an untaught mathematical 

genius. Although his grandfather was 

vicar and his father schoolmaster of the 

parish in which he was born, yet Jede- 

diah, either from natural incapacity or 
from preoccupation with his arithmetical 

pursuits, never even acquired the rudi 

ments of learnin, either could not or 
would not so much as learn to write and 
was content to work as a farm laborer to 

the end of his days. But at a very early 

age he appears to have had an intuitive 
perception of the relative proportions of 
uumbers, and to this subject he devoted 

the whole of his attention. Iis method 
was so much his own that he seems to 
have been quite unacquainted with the 
common rules. On one occasion, having 
been required to multiply 456 by 378 ani 

having done it as quickly as one of his 
examiners could do it in the ordinary 

way, he was asked to work the sum audi- 

bly. in order that his method might be 
discovered. It then appeared, curiously 
enough, that he went to work in a very 

roundabout way. 
First he multiplied the 456 by 3, which 

produced 2,280: this he again multiplied 
‘by 20 and found the product to be 435.600 
‘Of. course, he might much more readily 
have achieved this result by simply add- 

ing two naughts to the multiplicand, 

‘This he evidently did not know. How- 
ever, he next went on to multiply the 

number he had now arrived at hy 3. 
‘which gave him the sum of the multiphi- 
cand multiplied by 300. and it then re 
mained for him to multiply it by the re- 
maining 78. This he effected by the 
awkward process of multiplying by 15 
the 2,280, which was the product obtain- 
ed by his first multiplication of 456 by 5. 
The product thus obtained he then added 
‘to the 136.800. which was the sum of 4H6 
multiplied ‘by 300. This produced 171.- 
Q00 as the sum of 456 multiplied by 375. 
It remained for him, therefore, to multi- 
ply the original number again by 3 and 
add the sum of it to 171,000. And by 
this certainly rather cumbrous process he 

found the product of 456 multiplied by 
378 to be 172.368. 
Jedediah had no more general knowl- 

«dge than any average peasant boy of 10 
years of age and showed no memory for 

anything but figures. He was sometimes 
asked when he returned from church if 
‘he could repeat the text or any part of 
‘the sermon. but he could never remember 
a single sentence. In 1754, when he was 
47 years of age, Jedediah walked to Lon- 
don to see the king. He was entertained 
and exhibited to the Royal society, but he 
tft London without a regret and return- 
ed cheerfully to his farm work. 

Now will 

You Believe that 

Catarrh can 

be Cured ? 

JAPANESE CATARRH CURE CURES 
AFTER FIFTEEN YEARS’ 

SUFFERING. 
Catarrh is move diflicult to cure on the Paci- 

fle Coast than in any other part of the world, 

owing to the extreme dampness of the climate 

and the sudden changes of temperature to- 

wards evening. But Japanese Catarrh Cure 

will cure catarrh in any climate for any person. 

Mr. J. H. Crow, 421 Keefer St., Vancouver, 

the well-known contractor, wrtes:—* 1 had 

been a great sufferer from catarrh for over 

fifteen years, during which time I tried a score 

of doctors and every remedy I thought would 

relieve me, but the result was only temporary 

relief, in each case the catarrh returned. 

About a year ago I used six boxes of Japanese 

Catarrh Cure, and since completing this treat- 

ment have been entirely free from catarrh. I 

can recommend it with every confidence.” 

Japanese Catarrh Cure is the only permanent 

and guaranteed cure for catarrh. Price, 50 
cents, by all druggists. 

For sale by John M. Wiley, druggist. 

was asked ro name two numbers which, 

‘muitipied together, would give the num- 

ber 247.483. and he immediately named 
O41 and 263. which are said to be the 

only two numbers which will do so. And 

when asked to name a number swhich 
would divide 86.083 exactly he unhesitar- 
ingly replied that no number would de 

so If any of our mathematically mind- 

ed readers will address themselves to this 
problem, they will find that it will give 
them at least a quarter of an hour’s still | 

calculation before they can assure them 

selves that 36,083 fe shat is called a | 
prime number, or a number only divisible | 

by itself and unity, a solution which this | 
child was ir some mysterious way able | 

to see immediately the question was pro | 

posed to him. ; 
Colburn, like Buxton, seems to have 

had a method ef his own, but he con- | 
stantly declared that be did pot know | 

how the answers came into his mind. 
“God put these things inte my head.” he | 
said on being pressed for sn explanation, | 

“and I cannot put them into yours.” Jed 
ediak lived to the age of 65 with mo more | 
general knowledge or stoek of ideas than 

a child of 10, and be kept his extraordi- | 
nary calculating faeulty to the end. But | 

Zerah, the generat culture of his mind i 
improved, found his special power (of 
fade away. Francis Baily was of opin 
jon that Zerah Colburn's feats indicated 
the existence of certain properties of | 
numbers which mathematicians had not 
yet diseovered. But it is perhaps equally 
possible thar they indicated capacities of |i 

the bwman mind which had hitherto 
been pndreamed of. — London Glibe. 
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— Another unfaught arithmetical genius, 

Zerah Colburn. whose abnormal develop- 
ment raises an interesting problem. was 
the son of an American peasant. He was 
brought to London by his father in 1812, 
when 8 years old, when he was examined 
and his peculiar powers were tested by 
Francis Baily and other skillful mathe- 
maricians. It was found that. although 
he was so ignorant of the ordinary rules 
of arithmetic that he could not perform 
on paper a simple snm in multiplication 
or division. yet he could mentally mul 

tiply any number less than 10 into it- 
gelf successively nine times and give the 

results faster than the person appointed 
to record them could take them dowa 
He multiplied. 8 into itself 15 times, or. 
10 use technical terms, raised it to the 

sixteenth power, aud the result, consist: 
ing of 15 digits, was found to be right in 

every figure. This was astonishins 

enough. but he was able to do things even 

‘more wonderful. When asked what num- 
ber multiplied by itself gave 106.929, he 
answered. before the original number 
«could be written dosn. that it was 327. 
And, again, when asked what number 
multiplied twice into itself gave 68,- 
336.125. or, to put it technically, what 
was the cube root of that array of figures, 
Lie replied with equal facility and prompt- 
ness that it was 645. The mathematical 
experts who were examining the boy 
found that it was impossible to find the 
cube root of these nine figures, in the: 
shortest and most convenient way, in less. 
than three or four minutes. 
But what most surprised the mathema- 

ticians was that he could almost as read- 
ily answer questions for which they had 
not been able to provide any systematic 
procedure themselves, For instance. he 
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WEAK, NERVOUS WOMEN 

Could we read the hearts of women 
what a vast amount of suffering would 
be exposed. Female weakness has pro- 
‘duced more invalids among women than 
any other cause. Have yon any of the 
following symptoms? ~ Nervousness, 
Weakness, Backac e, Headache, ‘‘All- 
Gone” Feeling, Hot Flushes, Variable 
Appetite, Restlessoess, No Ambition, 
Easily Excited, Painful Periods, Bearing- 
down Pains, Leuchorrhocea, Pimples on 
the Face, Pairs in the Loins, Eyes Sunk- 
en, No Vital Energy, etc. We Can Cure 
You. It matters not who has treated and 
failed in curing you. Consultation by 
Mail is Absolutely Free, and if curable 
we will tell you so. Don’t let surgeons 
operate on you. We can cure you with- 
out cutting. Our New Method treat- 
ment is mild and pleasant Family 
doctors bave trea'ed you for years, yet 
you are mot cured—they only "help yon 
from time to time Let us cure you at 
your own home by our New Method 
Treatment. Hundreds are being cured. 
Why not you? We will mail you onr 
Symptom Blank simply for the asking, 
and we will tell you free of charge what 
we think of your case Remember, your 
letters are kept strictly private and con- 
fidential and are answered in plain sealed 
envelope. 

Savnpers & Co, Sta, C,, Chicago, II. 
Mention this paper. 

Dec. 21, 1900, dwalyr, 

Write at once, enclosing 
stamp for reply. Address Dr. W. 1 

MEN! 
“HA WARNING VOICE” 

Is the tite of an interesting littie bows 1 
.that shows how : 

SEXUAL STRENGFH 
Is LOST and how it can be 

REGAINED, 
eRe g 

Tt is securely sealed in plain envel- 
ope Eree on reeeipt of 2¢ stamp for 
pogese. We are the leading special- 
Sts in curing all cases of Kidney and 
Bladder trouble, Sexual Weakness 
and Impotency, Sy philtis, Gonorrhoea 
Hight osses, Gleet and Stricture, 
quickly and permanently. We have 
cured thousands at their own homes. 
All lev s kept strictly private and 
answer in plain sealed envelope. 
Consultavon by mail free. Write to- 
day. Address 

Dr. W. H. Saundars & Co, 
{Station C, CHICAGO, 1LL. 

COAL 
Hard Coal! 

Now on the way from New 

York, ex Schooner Jennie C., 

200 tons best Lehigh Hard 

Coal. As the season, freight 

and coal are all advancing, 

consumers should leave their 

orders at once. 

~—P. FARRELL. 
Queen Street. Telephone 52. 

FIRE INSURANCE CARD. 

OH EIN 
INSURANCE OFFICE 

(Fire only), of London, England. The old- 

est purely Fire Office in the world, Founded 
ALD ITO 

<r. BE. SMITET, 
Local Agent, 

Felephone Office, (Fredericton, N, B 
~-dm-MmwW 

~ Men’s and Boys’ Clothing. 

X<) The biggest reduction sa'e we ever att i ili i i 
; gges tuction sa! 4 empted is now prevailing in or clothing apd stores. Stacks of tailor made Suits for old and yonug darken oir stores. We <] bought these goods at one halt their value, and we ‘can afford to sell them cheaper _X{ than any other clothier can buy, and make a living profit yet. Don’t overlook this 

<() statement, come and prove it. 
/ make actempts to follow, their prices never was 

. . double the price we ask for. Now is the time to invest in a new Suit while this a July sale is in full swing at plows 
<1 i 

ES ickler’'s. 

_
 

as 

I< 

- 
pb) 

DRESS GOODS 
—— $ALE | 

14.000 Yards 
Hundreds of the bear 

judges have here 

and bought all 

they could. 

Of this season’s Dress Goods laid out 

on the cut price counters, chopped down 

to one third and one half their value, 

a 

30c. to 45¢. Dress Goods selling at 19¢. a yard. 

48c. to 65¢, Dress Goods reduced for this sale to 28c. a yd. 

G2¢. to 90c. Dress Goods, newest patterns, reduced to 39¢. a vd. 

All the 98c. to $1.40 Dress Goods, choice at 63e. 

Come and see the exciting Dress Goods Sale now on at 

Fickler’s, 
Down Town. 
Big)|Stores 

As soon as we begin to originate a sale all others ; , and never will be, any way near to ours. See the two clothing windows for bie b i it in t X 
S. g S g bargains, every suilr in them is worth 

Men's Bike Suits at $2.90 
13 only, Men's and Young Men's Bicycle Suits left, to clear at $2.90 worth $5.00. 23 Bicycle Pants for young men to clear at $1.00 and $1.25 a pair. 

63 only, Dress Shirts left, all samples, choice of the lot on Saturday at 50c. 

Boys’ Blouse and Duck Suits. 
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The balance of Boys’ Blouses and Duck Suits will be sold this / eek at cent reduction, 
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and SHOES... 
This July clearing out Sale in our Shoe Store ought to be worth vour while to attend. All Summer Footwear selling at cost.  Men’s Boots 350. $1.20 to $1.95. Ladies Boots, oxfords, 65c. 85c to $1.20. Take a stool] down town and go through our big stores where everything is sold at extra- ordinary low prices during this Cheap Sale. 

M. FICKLER & CO, = 
SUEUR TTR 
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